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SOCIALISTIC NOTES.

The Baity Labor Standard of Paterson, N. J., will appear 
about the 25th inst.

Labor Strikes are reported in Barnsley and Birmingham 
(England), Dalkeith and Glasgow (Scotland), Mons (Belgium), 
Toronto (Canada), Paterson, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Zanes­
ville, Chicago (United States.)

The cooperative associations of Germany have made steady 
progress during the past year, notwithstanding the general 
stagnation in business. Their number has reached 3,300, 
with more than a million members, and the business trans­
acted exceeds $600,000,000. Their capital in stock, build­
ings and other property and in cash resources is estimated to 
be in the neighborhood of $40,000,000.

Colonel Ingersoll says: “I sympathize with every honest 
effort made by the children of labor to improve their con­
dition. That is a poorly-governed country in which those 
who do the most have the least. There is something wrong 
when men are obliged to beg for leave to toil. We are not vet 
a civilized people. When we are, pauperism and crime will
vanish from our land........... There should be labor and food
for all. We invent. We take advantage of the forces of na­
ture. We enslave the winds and waves. We put shackles 
upon the unseen powers. These slaves should release from 
bondage all children of men.”

We commend the following paragraph to the attention of 
those who worship Adam Smith and think the laborer gets 
his full share of the products of his toil:

‘ ‘ The produce of labor constitutes the natural recompense 
of wages and labor. In that original state of things which 
precedes both the appropriation of land and the accumula­
tion of stock, the whole produce of labor belongs to the laborer. 
He has neither landlord nor master to share with him. Had 
this state continued, the wages of labor would have aug­
mented with all those improvements in its productive powers 
to which the division of labor gives occasion. All things 
would gradually have become cheaper. They would have 
been produced by a smaller quantity of labor; and as the' 
commodities produced by equal quantities of labor would 
naturally in this state of things be exchanged for one 
another, they would have been purchased likewise with the 
produce of a smaller quantity.”—Adam Smith, in the 
“ Wealth of Nations,book first, chapter eight.

The President of the Iron Holders’ Union of North Ameri­
ca says in his Biennial Report: “The last two years have 
been, so far as trade is concerned, the gloomiest ever known 
to our organization; business has been depressed, and our 
employers, feeling that the time had come for which they 
had so long looked, sought, by all the means in their power, 
whether honorable or dishonorable, to destroy the Iron 
Molders’ Union of North America. We have passed through 
the severest struggle ever known to trade organizations, and 
while we have lost much, we have the proud satisfaction of 
knowing that our Union still lives, a monument of what true 
and united action can do. While our members have suffered 
every privation in order to preserve their only protection, 
the Union, it must be a source of gratification to know that 
we are in as good, if not better, condition than any National 
or International Union in the land.”

THE IMPROVEMENT OF HOMES.

The improvement of homes, to say nothing of their 
enlargement, is worthy of one’s best endeavors, be his 
position in society what it may. And no greater bless­
ing could a public journal, like the American Social­
ist, seek to invoke upon its patrons than a healthy 
enthusiasm for improving and beautifying homes, par­
ticularly in a social and moral point of view.

The ways and means by which this beneficent work 
may be carried on are within the reach of every one, as 
we shall attempt to show. The cost of doing the most 
good is found to be in the sacrifice of that only which it is 
misery to retain. “ He that would save his life shall 
lose it.” That there are comparatively happy homes, 
scattered over this progressive world of ours, we en­
tertain not the slightest doubt; and no more do we 
doubt that those same homes can be made still more 
worthy of a name so endearing to all.

Homes into which the olive-branch of peace has been 
carried by some unseen messenger of love, and where 
the home-feeling predominates over all other, are 
schools as well as homes. For happiness is not born of

indolence ; and happy homes are fruits of victories over 
the deadliest of all human foes—selfishness.

The home feeling, as it is familiarly called, may be 
very difficult of analytical inspection ; yet its presence- 
is recognized as readily as one detects the difference be­
tween fresh and vitiated air in a room. One invites ; 
the other repels. To secure good ventilation in a dwell­
ing is to have a free circulation of fresh air. So to se­
cure the home-feeling in any household, it is no less 
essential that there should be a free circulation of the 
spirit of charity, that will induce each to seek the 
good of all. Such an element refreshes, purifies and 
strengthens the social and moral natures of all who; 
come in contact with it.

The following bit of family history well illustrates thex 
power there is in the spirit that seeks to make a happy
home. In the town of D----- lived a family which was--
well enough off so far as material wealth was concerned,, 
but wretchedly poor in those positive and negative- 
graces so neccessary in the make-up of an attractive- 
home. The parents were not blessed with so large a 
retinue of sons and daughters as the patriarch Job,, 
but had a goodly number, who regarded themselves, indi­
vidually, as quite too many, if personal happiness was 
of any account. And so these sons and daughters, little* 
and big, not under the happy influences of the home- 
spirit, availed themselves of every opportunity of seek­
ing it elsewhere. Finally, the eldest son’s visits to a- 
neighboring family became more and more frequent un­
til suspected of matrimonial intentions, when, in truth, 
he was only drawn there at first by the happy home­
feeling his nature craved and found in a family that 
had had for many a year a hand to hand fight with that 
most dreaded of all New England’s foes—poverty. Al­
though poor in this world’s goods, this little, heroic, 
communistic family were rie ii in the love of harmony 
and good will to all. But to cut our story short, the 
aforesaid son married one of the daughters of his poorer 
neighbor, and when the young bride was brought to the 
parental home of her husband the neighbors predicted- 
greater discords than ever, and looked for an unusual 
feast of scandal that would soon be spread for them. 
But they looked in vain. A gradual change for the 
better was acknowledged on all sides. The young wife 
proved an apple-of-concord instead of discord—a recon­
ciler—a peace-maker among the brothers and sisters—a 
lover of hospitality, and, in a word, a medium of the happy 
home-spirit to a family that had been strangers to it all 
tbeir lives. And,with this new medium came also the spirit 
of improvement in all directions. It was marvelous to see 
the transformations that were quietly going on in the 
characters of brothers and sisters. The young folks no 
longer wandered off in search of the home-feeling and its; 
correlative, happiness. It had come to them through- 
the agency of a very plain, modest young woman. But. 
her plainess soon disappeared, for loveliness of spirit 
and gentleness in manners convert ordinary features, 
into imperishable sweetness and irresistible attractive­
ness. The schooling the young wife had had in her 
father’s family was one of adversity to the outer man,, 
but of enduring prosperity to the inner. Their trials 
had been sufficent at least to suggest to them that their 
happiness in each other, and the power of conferring it 
upon others, were gifts bestowed upon them through obe- 
diance to, and dependence upon, that higher power of 
heart-love that flows most freely where self is most sac­
rificed and ignored. It was in such a school that the 
young wife learned the secret of being happy and of 
making others happy.

We have said that the “ways and means” of making 
happy homes are within the reach of every one. The 
case cited, where an obscure person was the humble 
instrument of leading, by example, an entire family^ 
from under a bad control to a good one, only shows that 
the power required in producing great moral, social and 
spiritual changes in character is available to every one 
who can become docile and child-like enough to receive 
the gift of a good spirit.

The two families already introduced we will call A
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and B. A had devoted all its energies to the accumula­
tion of material wealth, while B, with equal zeal, had 
striven to accumulate other treasure. Plenty of bread 
had the A’s, but love was needed, as well as bread. 
While their animal wants were well supplied their 
souls were famishing. Through that mysterious un­
seen, but not unfelt, entity we call love, the two families 
■discovered that they were made to help each other. 
The A family became happy, and the B family thrice 
happy. g. c.

FO URIERANA.
Selections from the Harbinger, Phalanx and other 

Publications of the Fourier Epoch.
XXII.

CAN LABOK BE MADE ATTRACTIVE?
Why is Industry now mid attractive ? What bad con­

ditions cause labor to seem repulsive ? Can these be 
modified or removed ? Does Association tend to allevi­
ate any or all of such evil influences ?

Labor is now repulsive, in the first place, because it is 
so prolonged, severe and exhausting. By increasing the 
number of workmen the toils of those engaged in pro­
duction would be proportionately diminished. Associa­
tion proposes that all shall labor ; and thus diminishes 
the pressure of present drudgery by converting task­
masters into operatives and prodigals into producers.

Again, Labor is now irksome from its monotony, me­
chanical repetition, everlasting sameness. Association 
provides for variety of occupation, gives weary muscles 
rest, while it rouses those before unused to action, and 
thus perpetually renews the exhilaration of conscious 
energy.

Labor is now disagreeable, from the foul airs, dirt, 
squalor, noise, close confinement amidst which it is per­
formed, and by which health is exhausted and every 
sense pained. Association shows that it is practicable 
to arrange all branches of industry in such a manner as 
at least will greatly relieve, and in many cases wholly 
put away, existing discomforts.

Labor is now degrading from its accompanying servi­
tude, the laborer being compelled by necessity to give 
himself up, body and soul, as a tool to the master who 
employs him. In Association, labor will be of equals 
among equals, freely exercising judgment and con­
science.

As affairs are now managed, also, labor is unattractive, 
because chance more than taste or natural qualification 
determines men’s pursuits, making life, to a vast majori­
ty, a true hell .of tantalizing situations. But Associ. - 
tion shows it to be for the universal good that each 
workman should devote himself to the pursuit for which 
he has most aptitude and fondness.

Labor is painful now from its loneliness, silence, 
want of social excitement. Association substitutes for 
spiritless isolation the stimulus of companionship.

Again, the consciousness of all-surrounding strife, of 
jealous competition, of the enmity of fellow-workmen, 
and the dishonesty of dealers ; the cheating and false­
hood through which one must work his way by force or 
cunning, make labor loathsome now. Association sub­
stitutes for those debasing influences honor, truthful­
ness, mutual aid, generosity.

The smallness and uncertainty of remuneration, and 
the capriciousness, partiality, and grudging unkindness 
with which justly earned wages are paid, make labor 
now a source of perpetual anxiety, irritati@n, embar­
rassment, mortification. Association, by its method of 
dividing profits, exalts the self-respect and gratifies the 
feeling of each laborer; and quickens justice by making 
the emolument the measure of real service.

Lastly, labor is now odious, because it still bears the 
brand and stigma of disgrace affixed to it under the sys­
tems of slavery and serfdom. But Association takes off 
the galling yoke, and puts on instead the crown of hon­
or, by showing that dignity is proportioned to useful­
ness, and that the only shameful state for a human being 
so richly endowed with varied faculties is sloth.

Now we confidently demand of our objector, whether 
in the suggestions thus far offered he can find anything 
visionary, chimerical, impracticable ? Would not the 
changes in the conditions of labor which we have de­
scribed, diminish its tm-attractiveness ? Does not Asso­
ciation seem admirably adapted to insure these changes ? 
Can any man of common sense doubt of the propriety 
of rendering labor less repulsive? Can any man of 
common enterprise admit that we have reached the limit 
of improvement in the conditions of labor ? Is it easy 
or possible to conceive of a point beyond which no fur­
ther elevating influences can be introduced among the 
circumstances which now degrade labor ?

We shall assume then, that Association is fully justi­

fied in attempting to make industry as it exists in actual 
society less unattractive;—and that it is wise in the 
modes it proposes for effecting this much needed re­
form.— W. II. Channing.

“THE NEW RUSSIAN COMMUNITY" 
of Cedar Yale, Kansas.

Editors American Socialist :—So far as we know, 
there has appeared in your columns nothing in regard 
to the birth, life and death of the above Community. 
We do not claim to be competent for the task we have 
undertaken, that of placing on record a history of this 
effort at Communism ; for we were but lookers on, and 
never could delve into the life of the Community very 
deeply. What we write must be taken as intended to 
be the truth in regard to it. We believe they were what 
are usually termed Nihilists ; at least we were impressed 
with the idea that they had faith that if all laws were 
annulled matters and things in general would immedi­
ately assume a natural relation to each other, and order 
would come where most persons would expect disorder. 
They numbered about twenty-two, five or six being 
children, and one of the adults being a single woman, 
and another the divorced wife of one of the men who 
had his second wife at that time. In England, where 
their leader, as we would call him, had obtained a 
medical education, they received a letter of introduction 
to an Englishman, long resident in America, who was a 
devout believer in Communism as the true method of 
harmonizing capital and labor. This gentleman after­
ward acted as their American agent in selecting a loca­
tion for them and doing much of the business attendant 
on the starting of the enterprise. His idea was that 
$< the soil is the real foundation of a state,” and so far as 
we could ever learn, no intention was held of engag­
ing in aught else but agriculture, save the carrying 
on of a blacksmith-shop, and possibly that was only for 
their own use.

We do dot know that they ever adopted a name, or 
became incorporated, and we designate them as at the 
head of this article because it was the name by which 
they were designated when their arrival was noticed in 
the Progressive Communist, a monthly paper published 
at that time by the Progressive Community, near Cedar 
Yale (“Cedar Yale Commune,” of Nordhoff’s “Com­
munistic Societies of the U. S.”) The farm, which was 
purchased in the fall of 1875 in the name of the leader, 
•was about a mile from Cedar Yale, Chautauqua Co., 
Kansas, of considerably over one hundred acres, most 
of it being choice bottom land.

There was not a man among them who understood the 
details of farming, save their American agent, and he 
could not be with them always. There was no order, 
no system in their work. They were opposed to 
“rules,” and thus it was no particular person’s duty to 
bring in the cows toward evening, and sometimes 
several parties unknown to each other would start after 
them ; and when “ brought up ” it was the special duty 
of no one to milk them.

After a while they saw that fins part of farm-life would 
not “fall into order,” and so some one person was des­
ignated as the one who should perform this duty. 
Thus they were learning by experience, that very hard 
master; but that they made any more “iron rules” 
during the next year we could never learn. They had a 
fine farm-outfit of wagons, horses, cows, oxen, etc. They 
were kind and generous neighbors, never showing any dis­
position to live by the sweat of other persons’ brows ; 
but with all their good intentions they did not seem to 
be remarkable for the amount of sweat they produced 
on their own. They had a great disdain for everything 
that seemed like ornamentation in dress, and desired to 
live like peasants, were decidedly Benthamic, though 
they were evidently from the higher walks of Russian 
society. In near twelve months’ time they had been 
able to sell but little, and with all their simplicity of 
life had purchased much; and it is with Communities 
as it is with individuals and nations, when they pur­
chase more than they sell they must come to the end of 
their string; “ it is only a matter of time. ” The smith- 
shop was never put in operation, and the garden pro­
duced a fine crop of weeds, and general disorder pre­
vailed. It was in the summer of ’76 that the gentleman 
who had been instrumental in locating them proposed 
that they accept some American members, and named 
a couple who had withdrawn from another Community ; 
but while they had no objections to these people as per­
sons, they did object to any Americans coming among 
them. These persons were known as reformers, hy­
gienists, spiritualists, etc., though practical workers; 
but our Russian friends did not want mij foolish people 
to come among them, even though they might simply

form an American group on the same domain. After 
this evident fear of becoming Americanized the gen­
tleman who had voluntarily aided them so much in their 
incipient stage lost all interest in them.

In the fall of ’76 quite an event took place, and this 
brings on the stage a new actor, of whom I must speak 
somewhat at length. Some years ago there came 
from Russia a gentleman who had been in Government 
employment as a civil engineer in the military service. 
He visited the Oneida Community, but could not af­
filiate with them on account of their religion. He went 
west, and was engaged in an effort at Communism in 
Missouri that at one time was quite promising. This 
effort failed, and he, a materialist, with a hygienic phy­
sician, who was a spiritualist, went farther west, into 
what was then quite a new country and founded the 
Progressive Community, near Cedar Yale, Kansas. After 
a few years and some $2,200 spent in that endeavor he 
separated from the “Progressive Community,” giving 
them the improved part of the domain that had been 
purchased and created in a great measure by his means, 
and with his wife and three other Russians from the 
“P. C.” he started the Investigating Community with 
very little means and on totally unimproved lands. 
This soon proved a failure.

In the fall of ’76 this American-Russian went to reside 
somewhat temporarily with the “New Russian Commu­
nity,” and had much influence in brightening the life 
there. Soon daily business meetings were held, and the 
meeting by vote decided what should be done and who 
should do it. From that time forward there were two par­
ties, the “ systemites,” who proposed that business should 
be done in business style, and those who still held to their 
old idea of the “natural” order that affairs would 
assume when “let alone.” These latter gradually 
dropped away one by one, and after awhile the Commu­
nity disbanded. J. H. Foster.

INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER OF LABOR.
[From the Labor News. By G. Phillips Bevan, F. G. S.]

The latter half of the 19th century will be remarkable 
in the future for the gigantic strides which have taken 
place in the various systems that constitute what we call 
society; and of all these changes none are more striking 
or more important than those in our industrial system. 
The very heading of this article in an industrial publi­
cation intended to be read by the British workingman 
is suggestive as to these changes, for it shows that the 
knowledge of industrial conditions, and the necessity for 
that knowledge, have grown together at a pace that 
would have considerably astonished a generation or two 
back. We have begun to recognize the fact that labor 
is international in its character just as are British trade 
and commerce; and we are beginning to recognize also, 
though more slowly, the value of acquainting ourselves 
with what the world outside is doing in labor matters. 
It is not many years ago that even experts and those en­
gaged in industrio-political questions, scarcely cared to 
know what was going on abroad, while workingmen had 
come to the end of their tether when they had acquaint­
ed themselves with the state of the labor market in the 
next county. But all this is being rapidly altered. 
Cheap and expeditious traveling, the spread of the tele­
graphic system, the institution of universal exhibitions 
(for they are established facts now-a-days), and more 
particu^rly, the spread of education in industrial and 
technical subjects, are the chief causes at work in pro­
ducing this different state of things.

We have seen within the last twelve months the ex­
traordinary depression which British trade has under­
gone, a depression which as yet shows little or no signs 
of passing away. Amidst the numerous explanations 
and discussions on this, one fact has been made pretty 
clear, viz., that England is not alone in this commercial 
trouble, but that all countries of whatever size and 
manufacturing rank, are suffering alike, though some 
more acutely than others. It shows us that trade and 
commerce in these days are bound together throughout 
the whole world with such close and delicate sympathy, 
that a disturbance in any one part of the globe is sure 
to be echoed sooner or later in the other parts. To a 
very great extent, too, we find the labor interest simi­
larly linked together throughout the world ; and, natu­
rally too, because labor and capital are indissoluble, 
and whatever vexes the one soon troubles the other. 
As, therefore, we are obliged in self-interest and self- 
defense to watch the market and manufacturing 
proceedings of continental nations all over the world, 
it is becoming a matter of advantage to both employers 
and employed equally to watch the labor market and 
the various and varying conditions under which the 
artisan and the laborer in every part of the globe are
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working. The study of this subject is one of exceeding 
interest in many ways ; and, if carried on in a fair and 
dispassionate spirit, should be of great service to the 
English workingman, by enabling him to compare not 
only the rates of wages in different countries, but the 
mode of life, the habits, and the moral and social quali­
ties of his fellow-workers abroad. Wages are natu­
rally the first and chief subjects of interest, but they 
are not the only ones ; and perhaps our operatives 
would find many useful lessons which they might apply 
with advantage. Broadly speaking, they would learn 
that there is no country in the world where wages are so 
uniformly good as in England. It is true that there are 
countries where they are higher, but it does not follow 
on that account that the workman is better off, for he has 
to take also into consideration the increased cost of living, 
the smaller purchasing power of his money, the hours 
of labor, the regularity of employment, and the nature 
of the climate.

In England the average wages of a mason are 8d. to 
9d. per hour, or on a day of eight hours, about 6s. 
True, the wages in Australia are nearly double that, 
and so is the cost of living ; but if we look near home, 
evm in France, we find the mason’s wages for the same 
length of labor are only 4s. per day ; while in Italy they 
stand at the comparatively small sum of Is. 6d. There 
is the same variation in a carpenter’s wages, which are 
from 9s. to 11s. in Australia; from 5s. to 8s. in 
America; 2s. in Manilla, and 25s. in the Transvaal. 
Except for the climate, which is magnificent, it is a 
great doubt whether the carpenter in the Transvaal is 
better off than in England. Wages are certainly infi­
nitely higher there, but that is because the country is 
unsettled, and skilled labor is scarce, while in addition 
everything requisite for living is at famine price. In 
comparing the situation of things in England with Eng­
lish colonies, or an Anglo-Saxon country like America, 
we have to deal of course with the same element of con­
stitution, stamina, pluck, mode of feeding, and so on ; 
but when we compare it with foreign countries like 
France, Italy, or Manilla,, we have then another element 
to deal with in the shape of native labor, physique, and 
style of living, with, what is of more importance perhaps, 
the moral qualities of the workers. All observers seem 
to agree, that when physical force is in question the 
Englishman has the best of it, pretty well over the world ; 
but we must not forget also that machinery has become 
universal in almost every continental country, and par­
ticularly in certain trades, like textiles. When this is 
the case, the machinery, which never tires, equalizes 
the superior qualities of physique, so that the results 
depend more on the moral qualities of perseverance, 
thought, economy, etc. Now, in France, though as a 
rule so much specified work is not turned out by a single 
workman as there is in England, the results show a 
balance in favor of the French workman ; because, while 
he may not be quite so physically capable, he has the 
characteristics of his nation in the shape of good hard 
sticking to his work, an intense desire to save, a just love 
of sobriety and contentment, with moderate living and 
rational amusement. He works much harder than his 
English brother, and for less wages ; and yet, with all, 
he invariably contrives to save ; and though he is fond 
of his holidays, he does not spend them in the wineshop 
to anything like the same extent that our workingmen 
do in the public-house. In Italy, where there is a rather 
lower grade of working power, we have the same ele­
ments of very cheap living, sobriety, and frugality; 
the Italian artisan, as a rule, being satisfied with a repast 
of bread, fruit, macaroni, vegetables and fish, with a 
glass or two of the country wine.

Mr. Moody is opposed to church fairs. At Baltimore he 
said a few days ago : “ And there are your grab-bags—your 
grab-bags! I tell you there is too much of this. Your fairs 
and your bazaars won’t do, and your voting, your casting of 
ballots for the most popular man or the most popular 
woman, just helping along their vanity. I tell you it grieves 
the spirit, it olfends God. They’ve got so far now that for 
twenty-five cents young men can come in and kiss the hand­
somest woman in the room. Think of this! Look at the 
church lotteries going on in New York. Before God I would 
rather preach in any barn, or the most miserable hovel on 
earth, than within the walls of a church paid for in such a 
way. What is the use of going to a gambling den when you 
can have a game of grab with a lady for a partner ? ” Of 
church choirs which are not composed of Christians he dis­
approves in the same emphatic way: “ I tell you it’s about 
time you stopped hiring ungodly men and ungodly women 
to sing in your church choirs, just because they happen to 
have good voices. You smile. I tell you it’s no smiling 
matter. You ought to blush with shame; that’s what you 
ought to do. And there is such a thing as having an organ- 

. ist who gets drunk, and who can’t play but he must go back 
every now and then and take a drink to refresh him.”

A SPEECH IN THE REICHSTAG.

[From the New York Graphic.]
In the Reichstag, during the discussion upon the Anti- 

Socialist bill, M. Jean Dolfus, the representative from Mul- 
house, in Alsace, made a speech which, coming as it did from 
a member representing the territory recently annexed by con­
quest, must have produced considerable effect. M. Dolfus is a 
strong advocate for the amelioration of the conditions of 
labor, and presided at several sessions of the Peace Con­
gress which met in Paris during the Exposition of this year. 
He said: ‘ ‘ The best way of combating Socialism is to
ameliorate the moral and material conditions of the popula­
tion. It must be said, that in this respect all that should be 
done is not done. We should not neglect anything which 
could benefit the position of the unfortunate; of those who 
rightfully complain of their lot. Let us improve their con­
dition, and they will be much less inclined to preach false 
doctrines.

“ In support of this assertion, I will tell you what we have 
done in Alsace, and particularly in Mulhouse, for the well­
being of the working-class. It is .in consequence of our in­
stitutions that, although the working population is very 
large in Alsace, Socialism has never been able to gain a foot­
hold there. We have tried, in the first place, to make the 
workers in factories proprietors. It is now twenty-five years 
since we organized a society for the construction of houses. 
Each house is surrounded by a small garden and is sold at 
the cost of building, payable in fifteen yearly installments. 
The average price for these houses is 2,800 marks. We 
have already built 930 of them, and only ten remain unsold. 
Nearly 1,000 families of workers have become proprietors. 
The terms of payment make the purchase very easy; the 
yearly sum required is very little more than the rent would 
be of a similar house, and the workmen have no trouble in 
saving this sum.

‘ ‘ The workman who owns his house no longer frequents 
the drinking-shop ; he does all he can to pay for his house- 
and remains with his family in a healthy and pleasant abode. 
Already the amount paid by the workmen reaches nearly 
3,000,000 francs. This important sum could not have been 
put to a better use. Elsewhere, in Upper Alsace, similar 
labor cities have been built. Besides this, in Mulhouse, 
several bath and wash houses have been erected, supplied with 
hot water by steam. The prices have been made very low 
and the population use them continually. There is, also, 
at Mulhouse, a house in which workmen, on the road, with­
out means, are lodged and fed gratuitously for a certain 
time, and information given them where to seek for work. 
This establishment has already accommodated 90,000 per­
sons, the majority of whom were workmen. A large num­
ber of manufacturers of Mulhouse have made an agreement 
to pay the board of their sick workmen, and for those who 
are unmarried have provided a large and fine asylum. This 
association has already paid more than 1,200,000 francs for 
board. Elsewhere in Alsace retreats have been built for the 
aged hands of the factories. I do not say anything of the 
orphan houses, because they exist everywhere. At Mul­
house there are also societies for giving an industrial educa­
tion to poor children.

‘ ‘ In the factories there are a great many women engaged. 
Formerly they came back to work within a few days after 
their confinement, and the mortality of the children was 
very great. To remedy this evil a society of manufacturers 
to-day pays women the full amount of their wages for six 
weeks after confinement, on condition that they shall stay at 
home and take care of their children. In this association an 
average of 300 children a year are born. Their mortality 
was before 38 per cent., it is now only 25 per cent. This 
association gives, consequently, life to 40 children a year.

“ A trial has also been made to induce the workmen who 
are married to insure their lives ; the manufacturers paying 
a portion of the premium. As yet this measure has not be­
come general; but we hope that before long it will be made 
so. At Mulhouse we have a large Casino for the workmen, 
so that they may be able to pass their leisure hours agreea­
bly. This Casino has a reading-room and a considerable 
library; lectures, concerts, etc., are given there. One of 
our citizens has given to this establishment of public utility
100,000 francs. We have also a society whose object is to 
discover new measures for preventing accidents from ma­
chinery, which has already reached considerable success.

“ I have no intention to detain you with a complete list of 
our institutions. I shall distribute to my colleagues ex­
tracts from a report published by the Industrial Society of 
Mulhouse, which is the center of all our institutions of public 
utility. This report gives a complete account of all the in­
stitutions created in Alsace for the amelioration of the con­
dition of the working-classes. To disseminate these institu­
tions appears to me to be very important. In my opinion it 
would be the best way to solve, principally, the social ques­
tion, and bring about satisfactory relations among the differ­
ent classes of the population. If you would reduce your 
military appropriations, which from year to year increase in 
size and press crushingly upon the country, this reduction 
would give you means, m cash, for the creation of a great 
number of institutions calculated to augment the peoples’ 
well being.” ............

HABITS OF LITERARY MEN.

The article in the last number of the Socialist on 
“The Hygienic Habits of Literary Men,” based on in­
formation contained in Dr. Holbrook’s new work on 
“ Hygiene of the Brain,” concerned men who are now 
living or only recently deceased. The following article, 
written by Dr. K. Skelton Mackenzie, sketches the 
habits of men who in the past were distinguished for 
literary talent:

‘ ‘ Sir Walter Scott used to get up at six in winter and five 
in summer, light his own fire, shave, wash, dress, and then 
sit down to his desk and have three hours’ steady writing,, 
rarely having occasion to make corrections or cancel a page 
of manuscript. He would think over what he had to write,, 
during the last ten minutes before he left his bed, let it. 
4 simmer ’ in his mind, he said, while he was shaving, and! 
by the time he had the pen in his hand knew pretty well 
how to carry out his purpose on paper, whatever the sub­
ject. About nine o’clock he would take breakfast, after 
which in Edinburgh he would proceed to the Law Court 
in which he was Clerk of Session, and there, sitting at a 
desk under the judges, with an official black gown thrown 
over his shoulders, but not covering his lofty head with a; 
powdered peruke, common to advocates in Scotland, would! 
sit through the trial of various civil suits, from one to four- 
hours, sometimes reading, but oftener writing, with great 
rapidity. On these occasions he frequently answered a 
great number of letters; or, if the printer’s devil dogged at 
his heels, would write a chapter of one of the Waverly- 
Novels. In the country, where he always resided during the- 
summer and autumn, a fine day would often tempt him out 
of doors, though he usually returned to his writing-roomi 
after breakfast and worked until noon. After that he wouldx 
scarcely write even a letter. Visitors at Abbotsford, who* 
did not know that he was an 4 early bird ’ at his writing 
desk, often went away with the impression that a man so* 
idle as (to them) he appeared to be could not be the author- 
of the Waverly Novels. Scott was a hearty eater, liked, a 
tankard of poi’ter at luncheon, a glass of wine at dinner,, and! 
a small tumbler of whiskey toddy after supper, before he 
retired for the night, which was usually between ten and, 
eleven.

44 Southey was far more temperate, rarely taking more than 
a small glassful of punch at night, and pure water through­
out the day. He also rose early, ate a good breakfast and. 
dinner, worked hard at the desk during the day, with a 
recess of an hour for exercise, and worked mechanically.. 
That is, from ten to twelve he would write articles for the* 
Quarterly Review; from two to three he would walk out of 
doors ; from three to five he would poetize from, five to seven 
he would surrenderffiimself to dinner and social intercourse 
with his family ; at seven he would have a cup of tea, and 
would write or read, generally from seven to nine, retiring 
to bed at ten. The curious thing of it is, that if the clock 
struck when he was half way in a sentence, he would drop 
the pen, turn away from the particular subject he was on, 
and take up another with the ease which custom gives. 
Charles Dickens, who did not resemble Southey in anything 
else, was like him in this. His rule was to stop writing at 
twelve, and when the clock struck he would shut his writ­
ing-case, go into another room for lunch, and the moment 
he had taken it put on his hat, and, no matter what the, 
weather was, go out for a walk of two or three hours.

44 John Milton, author of 4 Paradise Lost,’ which every one-, 
pretends to know and admire, though few have had the 
patience to read it through, commenced authorship by 
studying and writing late into the night. When he arrived at 
maturer manhood, he changed this evil practice, went to 
bed at nine in the evening, rose at four in summer, and five 
in winter, studied until noon, then took an hour’s exercise, 
dined about two, after which he sung and played the organ, 
or -listened to others’ music. Again at study, from four to* 
six, stopping to receive the visits and enjoy the conversation, 
of his friends who came to see him. At eight he would sup,, 
smoke a pipe of tobacco, drink a glass of water,, and go to 
bed at nine. In bed, it is said, many of his finest thoughts, 
came to him, especially when he was writing 4 Paradise 
Lost; ’ for being blind he had to dictate, and often would 
summon one of his daughters to write down what he had. 
composed. No man was more temperate. He believed his, 
best verses were composed between the autumnal and the 
spring equinoxes. Before he began his great sacred poem 
he knelt down and prayed God to inspire and sustain him.

“Rousseau chiefly composed at matin-prime. Jean Har- 
doun, the great French scholar and critic, wrote from four 
in the morning until midnight. Aristotle, who took little 
sleep, had a contrivance by which he was awakened early,, 
and then set to work. John Calvin commenced his daily 
studies at five or six in the morning, reading and writing in 
bed for hours together. If business required him to go out,, 
he would rise and dress; but on his return again went to 
bed. As he advanced in years, he wrote little with his own 
hand, but dictated to secretaries, rarely having occasion to 
make any corrections. Sometimes his faculty of compo­
sition would fail; then he would quit his bed, attend to his. 
outdoor duties for days, weeks and even months together,.
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and not think of writing nntil he felt that the power had 
returned. Then he would go to bed, send for his secretary, 
■and resume his labors.

“ Buffon, the naturalist, rose early and worked perpetually. 
His great ‘ Studies of Nature ’ cost him fifty years of labor, 
and he re-copied it eighteen times before he sent it to the 
printers. He composed in a singular manner, writing upon 
large-sized paper, on which, as in a ledger, five distinct 
■columns were ruled. In the first column he wrote down the 
■first thought; in the second he corrected, enlarged and 
pruned it, and so on, until he had reached the fifth column, 
within which he finally wrote the result of his labor. But 
even after this, he would re-compose a sentence twenty 
times, and once devoted fourteen hours to finding the proper 
word with which to round off a period!

“ Bossuet, the French divine, who left fifty volumes of his 
own manuscripts, rose at four, wrapped himself up in a 
loose dress of bear skin, and wrote until from sheer fatigue 
his hand refused to hold the pen. Then he would return to 
bed, take the sleep of exhaustion, and on awaking go 
through the same process again.”

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.
THUBSDA Y, NO VEMBER 21, 1878.

Receiving a short time since a letter signed ‘ ‘ Com­
munist ” asking for “ more light ” from our Shaker 
friends on their doctrine of celibacy, we forwarded the 
letter to the editor of The ishaker Manifesto, and have 
received a reply which we lay before our readers. Our 
own view might differ in some essential points from the 
Shaker view, but we do not care to urge it at present. 
As between the common social system and celibacy we 
think the Shakers have rather the best of the argument, 
and are strongly sustained by the Great Apostle. And 
still the question remains whether there is not ‘ ‘ a more 
excellent way.”

1 HE SOCIALISTIC UNION.

Members of the Union will please add the following 
names to their list:

Robert Stephens, Avondale, Chester Co., Pa.
Edward Howland, Box 88, Hammonton, K J.
Mrs. M. C. Young, Five Corners, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 
Joshua Treffry, Springdale, Cedar Co., Iowa.
Also change the address of Mr. S. L. Emery, from 

Chesterville, Iowa, to “ Chesterville, Morrow Co., Ohio.” 
We printed it Iowa by mistake, in List No. 4.

THE ATTENTION MARKET.

The practice of reporting and speculating on the fluc­
tuations of prices in the various markets is one of the 
most interesting features of modern civilization. The 
invention is quite recent—in fact, it is the offspring of 
the modern newspaper system ; and many of us can re­
member when it was but a shadow of what it is at this 
day. Gradually statistics of markets of all sorts, tables 
of stock sales, trade circulars, and money articles have 
stolen upon us, till now they are the main capital of the 
daily papers, and a regular article of diet jfor men of 
business the world over.

We have frequently felt the need of an extension of 
this practice to other departments of human interest. 
Money and matters of sale are not the only valuables 
that should be watched in this world. Prices and circu­
lations of cash are not the only things that are subject 
to fluctuations, pressures, speculations of “ bulls and 
bears,” crises, convulsions, etc. etc. Who that has 
watched, for instance, the ups and downs of the moral 
and reformatory movements of the day, has not longed for 
a Stock Table, periodically corrected, that would tell him 
the current valuation of such “stocks” as Cooperation, 
Temperance, Phrenology, Spiritualism, Socialism, etc. ? 
Who would not like to see daily statistics, by which he 
could trace the variations m the popularity of the several 
religious denominations ? Eor our part, we are far more 
anxious to know the state of the world of mind than of 
the world of money (which, in fact, is only a minor part 
of the world of mind), and tables showing which way 
the public life is going, and especially whether the bal­
ance of investments is tending toward the money vortex, 
or toward the educational, moral and religious interests, 
would be worth more to us than all the market reports 
and money articles that load the daily papeis.

The vast extent of the field which this idea spreads 
before us, and the apparent impossibility of canvassing 
it in any such definite way as would give numerical re­
ports like those of the prices-current in the money world, 
has often discouraged our speculations on this subject; 
but still we have returned to it occasionally, and lately 
have had some free thoughts about it which seem to us

to promise feasibility, and which we will throw out for 
the consideration of those whom they may concern.

1. The element of investment, circulation, etc., to be 
substituted for money in our scheme of reports, is At­
tention. The sum total of the attention of the ’public 
mind is the capital, fixed or floating, which we pro­
pose to bring under accurate inspection. Attention is, 
in fact, the ultimate element of all market reports, for 
the price-current is simply an index of the state of pub­
lic attention to the various articles, stocks, etc., reported. 
The attention-market then would include the money- 
market as one of its departments. The total of human 
interests is divided into four departments, the Spiritual, 
the Moral, the Intellectual, and the Physical. Attention 
is the capital or element of circulation common to all of 
them. We have in the present system of market-reports 
the statistics of the attention-capital invested in the 
physical department. What is wanted is a system of re­
ports by which we may keep ouselves informed in regard 
to the movements of attention-capital in the three other 
departments, so that we may know precisely the entire 
state of the public mind.

2. The issues of the Periodical Press, if they could 
be ascertained and their variations reported from time 
to time, would furnish a sufficiently accurate, numerical 
measurement of the state and movements of the atten­
tion-market. Give us, first, a list of all the newspapers 
and periodicals in the United States ; secondly, a state­
ment of the cause or interest to which each of them is 
devoted ; thirdly, a statement of the number of sub­
scribers to each ; and fourthly, periodical reports of their 
variations of character and circulation, and we could 
construct tables which would exhibit, with, accuracy suf­
ficient for all practical purposes, the state and progress 
of the public mind.

3. We see no reason why the difficulties of this scheme 
could not be overcome by private enterprise ; and cer­
tainly the Government, by instructing its army of post­
masters to report from time to time the names, character 
and circulation of all periodicals published within their 
respective localities, could easily obtain the means of 
furnishing regular reports of the attention-market for 
the use of the nation.

The returns of the past censuses take steps in the right 
direction. By those documents we learn the whole 
number of papers and periodicals in the United States, 
their current circulation, and the aggregate number of 
copies printed. It needs but to go a step further, and 
report periodically how this mass of our national litera­
ture is distributed with reference to the different objects 
of life, to realize the plan we have in view.

As to results, only consider how entertaining, and ul­
timately how useful it would be, to be able to see in 
trusty figures what percentage of public attention is 
given to religion, how much to agriculture, how much 
to music, what reformatory or religious stock has an 
upward tendency, how any fancy stock, like Adventism 
in religion, or the Labor-party in politics, rises and 
falls, etc. etc. We need not dilate further. The great 
advantages of the scheme will readily occur to every 
thoughtful mind.

COMMUNITY ITEMS.

ONEIDA.

—Trap trade is lively this month.
—Apples picked this year amount to 7,550 bushels.
—Mr. Myron (“Abiel”) Kinsley and Mr. C. A. Burt 

leave this week on agency trips, south and west.
—The home branch of the trap- and halter-chain in­

dustry has become so attractive to many of our people 
that the room in which it is carried on is to be enlarged.

—The reading of correspondence from outside friends 
usually occupies a part of the meeting-hour ; and such 
letters as the following, we need not say, add much to 
its interest:

“ You are perhaps aware, that for years I have observed 
the course and movements of the Oneida Community. I 
have rejoiced in its progress and welfare. Its appreciation 
and practice of the cooperative and communistic principle of 
industry as opposed to the competitive, its enlargement and 
improvement of home and the domain of social affection, 
its honest and scientific purpose for the improvement of 
its coming generations, its recognition of religion and the 
actuality of the spirit world—all these, its features, make my 
heart warm to it. Wife and self are alone and approaching 
to old age. Yes! we are each lonely. For though we are 
attached to and esteem each other, yet our tendencies are 
diverse; she is conservative, and I am progressive. The 
thought of the possibility of coming into nearer relations to 
Community life is pleasant to me, but far otherwise to her. 
I once visited the Oneida home. The remembrance of it is 
very pleasant to me. I know not what the future may bring

forth but this I now believe, that were I a lone pilgrim on 
earth, I should be pleased to unite myself and what I have 
to you and yours, in being good and doing good.”

—Seyou, who has his own ideas on almost everything 
going, handed to the meeting the other evening an origi­
nal proposal showing how the friends of A. T. Stewart 
might recover his remains without paying the robbers. 
It is pretty rough on the present age of sentiment, in 
which there is so much foolish idolatry of the dead, and 
might perhaps read rather better a hundred years or so 
hence. But here is his plan :

“ On the first page of to-day’s Graphic is a fine picture of 
the magnificent cathedral which is being built for a memorial 
and receptacle of A. T. Stewart’s remains. But now the 
body has been stolen and the significance of this great tomb­
stone, costing $100,000, is in danger of being lost. What is 
to be done ? I have a plan. Nothing is more simple. It 
appears from various newspaper accounts that traces of the 
robbers’ progress from the vault to the fence and the street 
outside have been discovered, in blotches of dark-colored 
liquid, which are absolutely proved to be essential drainings 
from the corpse by their intolerable odor. Now these blotches 
are strictly speaking and in every sense the remaim of A. T. 
Stewart’s body ; that is, they are remains left on the one 
hand by the worms and the process of decay, and on the 
other by the grave-robbers. These blotches, containing 
what may be called the condensed essence of the solid por­
tions of the corpse, may just as well be taken to represent 
the whole, as the ashes are in case of cremation. Indeed, a 
more perfect representative of any perishable substance can 
be got at by distillation than by burning. Now then let these 
blotches be carefully scraped up and placed in a transparent 
urn, hermetically sealed ; and let this urn be conspicuously 
enshrined in the cathedral, and shown to all pilgrims as hold­
ing the visible remains of A. T. Stewart. Then the robbers 
may go hang.”

—A call from Mr. Hawthorne, a pianist, who has vis­
ited here several times within the last four years, and who 
always enthuses us with musical feeling. Mr. Haw­
thorne is a genius at the piano. His musical memory is 
so prodigious that he can play a continuous succession 
of pieces for two consecutive days without looking at a 
note. He began practicing when five years of age, and 
now of course at thirty-eight executes sixths, octaves, 
chromatic thirds, skips and arpeggios with that air of 
ease which betokens long hours of severe drill, without 
which natural genius in most cases goes for nought. By 
the way, he was a pupil of the celebrated Ignatz Mos- 
chelles, the German composer and pianist, whose friend­
ship for Mendelssohn is so charmingly described in the 
December No. of Harper's Monthly. He wrote off for 
us an exercise which Liszt gave him for daily practice. 
It contains an exhaustive arpeggio-study, which when 
conscientiously acquired would place the learner in a 
fair way to mastering the instrument. Mr. Hawthorne’s 
execution is brilliant and vigorous in a marked degree. 
His runs are smooth, and his left-hand work is ad­
mirable. He is well able to hit the popular taste, and 
being well versed in Thorough Bass can readily impro­
vise variations on any familiar air. We should perhaps 
criticise his tempo as often too rapid, but it seems only 
fair to praise one who gave so much delight to our 
family as did our guest of Friday evening. In addition 
to his musical talent, Mr. Hawthorne has received an 
excellent university education, and gave so many evi­
dences of ability of no mean order that we could not but 
regret that he has not made better use of gifts appar­
ently so noble.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Pawtucket, R. I., Nov. 12, 1878.
Editobs of the Amebican Socialist :—I was much 

pleased to notice your liberal offer to extend the circula­
tion of the Socialist, as I consider it one of the most im­
portant papers of the present century, advocating as it 
does a superior state of human existence, and peopling the 
earth with a superior race of human beings....... Robert
Owen declared to the world many important truths. Af­
ter one of his large meetings, Lord Brougham met him 
in the street when returning from the House of Lords, 
and thus accosted him: “Well, Owen, I saw a report 
in the morning papers of your lectures yesterday. Why, 
if we had said half as much in the House of Lords they 
would have had us all hanged or beheaded; and here you 
are walking along as unconcernedly as if nothing unusual 
had occurred.” Owen replied that he never hesitated 
saying that which was true. I have at times seen men 
leave the lecture-rooms by dozens and perhaps scoff or 
hiss at his remarks; then he would come down upon 
them with a sentence like this : “ Think ye that I have
come among you to pander to your prejudices or live 
upon your ignorance ? No, I have come to oppose all 
your false and immoral ideas and declare to the world a
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superior state of society, in wliicli the character of man 
will be developed in unison with the laws of health and 
nature—where the present irrational system shall be 
changed, and men and women shall become but a little 
lower than angels.” It may take ages to accomplish 
these results, yet it is pleasant to think that we are all 
doing what we can to bring about a better state of 
human existence.

I herewith send you the names of two subscribers I 
have obtained. I hope you derive as much pleasure in 
promoting Socialism and unitary homes as I have dur­
ing the forty years I have held these views and believed 
a brighter morn awaits mankind.

Respectfully, John W. Ashton.

Ayer, Mass., 1878.
Please send me the pamphlet you advertise, entitled 

“Mutual Criticism.” I wish to study it to learn how 
to extract the greatest good when under criticism. I 
have always believed that great benefits would result 
from frank, honest, and well intended criticism; es­
pecially am I pursuaded that much good must result 
from mutual criticism, from which the risk of giving 
offense is excluded, and in which the only object is har­
mony and improvment. In my childhood I witnessed 
the practice and effect of such criticism. It was a 
school in which to learn “to see ourselves as others see 
us.” It was to my young and ductile mind the philoso­
pher’s stone; and I have not had cause to change my 
mind since.

“ Neither praise nor blame is the object of true criti­
cism. Justly to discriminate, firmly to establish, wisely 
to proscribe, and honestly to reward—these are the true 
aims and duties of criticism.”—Simms.

Respectfully yours-------------------.

THE SHAKER VIEW.

New Garden, Chester Co., Pa., Oct. 26, 1878.
Dear Socialist :—Our Shaker friends assume, or be­

lieve (as I understand them) that theirs is a higher life— 
that they are “upstairs” (as our friend Eades ex­
presses it) because they are celibates. I cannot un­
derstand their position, and would feel obliged to them, 
and no doubt many of your readers would feel the 
same, if they would throw more light on this extremely 
important subject.

Yours truly, Communist.

REPLY BY ELDER GEO. ALBERT LOMAS.
Shakers, N. Y., Nov. 3, 1878.

Editors American Socialist—My Friends :—Yours, 
simply inclosing the letter of “ Communist ” is at hand, 
and your meaning interpreted. After the lapse of so 
many centuries since the dawn of the Christian era, 
which centuries have beheld so many brilliant examples, 
whose testimonies championed virgin celibacy as a 
superior element, not only to work out the Christian’s 
salvation from sin, but as a stepping-stone to conditions 
which are superior to the best estates of earth-life with­
out it, my pen can only poorly supplement their 
illustrious arguments, leaving my life and that of my 
fellows, to attest the correctness of the conclusions 
arrived at by them. We opine, “ Communist ” is sin­
cere ; that the life he is living is the best for him ; we 
are very unwilling to dispute his convictions, and can 
only hope that he will give us as much credit for honest 
convictions, and permit us, undisturbed, “to pursue 
the even tenor of our way ” in the strictest, virgin celi­
bacy ; which, while we are satisfied it is best for us, 
may not be best for him, nor for many others who are 
not yet ripe for such a harvest. But that he and all 
will sometime ripen to such a conclusion we feel an 
assurance equal to our expectations of the rotations of 
the seasons. Many Shakers have been married— 
adopted marriage as the very best for them ; who after­
ward became convinced of the superior facilities which 
a celibate life would give them in the prosecution of a 
Christian’s duty. They found, upon the trial of both 
marriage and celibacy, that celibacy was not only a 
necessity of Christian life, but that there could be no 
complete Christianity without it. This will be called 
a sweeping assertion, as it is ; for we have learned by 
long experience that there can be no thorough Chris­
tianity practiced where marriage or sexuality is engaged 
in. Yery many of us are as ignorant and innocent of 
sexual knowledge and contact as babes, and feel so well 
satisfied and justified by the absence of such contact 
that thoughts, even, leaning toward such knowledge are 
construed by us as a tarnish to the garments of our 
spirits. Attribute, if you please, such feelings to early 
education and bias; we will, in our jubilant justifica­
tion, thank (lod for such an education, and bless the

hands that bent the twigs by which our riper years 
have been inclined.

We have never asserted that the engagement in sex­
ual love was other than as natural as eating, sleeping, 
breathing, etc., but we have laid greater stress upon 
such an engagement as affecting the spiritual progress 
very much more for the worse than any other natural 
occupation. Both experience in it and the absence of 
experience demonstrate this to us. Sexual disobedience 
we hold to have been the seat of man’s loss ; and yet it 
is not because of our inclination to sin sexually that we 
have become total abstinents thereto. Had there been 
no disobedience—no fall of humanity—the harvestman, 
Christ, would have been a necessity, to cut off from 
earthly, primitive practices all who should ripen up to 
the Christian sickle. Surely, if every man and woman 
were as perfect and sinless as untempted Adams and 
Eves, if each could engage in the reproduction of the 
most perfect human species, the fact that Christ’s testi­
mony was a call, to us as many as “ are able,” to come 
up higher, above the plane of animal reproductions, 
and into superior relations with God, by having our 
lives taken from the earthly, with none to declare our 
generations (Acts 8: 33), appears to be only the sequence 
of a duty—a pleasurable duty.

We aim at the greatest of heavenly practice on earth ; 
and believe our enjoyment here is enhanced by pattern­
ing Jesus and what we have learned to be the practice of 
the angels of God in the spiritual world. Jesus lived a 
self-denying, superior, heavenly life while on earth. If 
it might be called unnatural, it may as reasonably be 
termed a beautiful sample of angel-life on the earth; 
and all of our self-denials, as copyists of that life, are 
more than balanced by the superior fruits of the spirit. 
“All men are not able,” said Jesus, to live as I do; 
but whoso is able let him live the life. “ The children 
of the world marry,” and engage in sexual pleasures : 
but the children of the Resurrection—Christ’s children 
—are raised above such practices, and live as the angels 
do; and who supposes the angels to so engage ? Paul 
says : ‘ ‘ Those who marry do well; but those who ab­
stain do better.” So even the Shakers say: Those 
who, “unable to become eunuchs for the kingdom,” do 
marry, and regulate their sexual commerce for repro­
ductions only—being as good in this as the best practice 
of the beasts of the field—do well; but not as well as 
those “whose lives are hid with Christ” in greater 
godliness of life. “Marriage peoples the earth,” says 
St. Jerome; “but celibacy increases the heavens.” 
Said Henry C. Wright: “Jesus and Paul practiced 
and taught celibacy. If Paul lived to-day he would 
undoubtedly be a strict, thorough-going Shaker. I do 
not see how any believer in the New Testament can 
come to any other conclusion than that at which the 
Shakers have arrived; nevertheless, Shakerism is a 
monstrosity to me ! ”

The best modern treatise upon “ Holy Matrimony ” 
of which we know is by Rev. J. A. Bolles, D. D., of 
Boston. Thirteen chapters embody the most beautiful 
delineations of what marriage is for and what it should 
be. I doubt if any have ever excelled his expatiations 
upon the bliss of the marital relations; yet his “after 
all,” in one chapter upon “ Celibacy,” sheds a blaze of 
glory upon it, that reminds one of the sun, when at its 
meridian height, forbidding the glow of the stars, how­
ever beautiful. In closing, hear him :

“After all, is there not a higher life revealed in the 
Scriptures than even the holy state ot matrimony—a 
life by which an individual may voluntarily forego all 
the blessings of the mystery of marriage, in order to 
become more and more absorbed in devotion to the 
duties of the spiritual union of Christ and the Church— 
a life in which a love of the antitype may be even so 
great as to banish from the mind all thought of the 
type, concentrating all the affections of the soul upon 
the reality of the substance—a life so entirely free from 
the temporal, with all its joys and cares and entangle­
ments, as to see nothing, to think of nothing, and to 
long for nothing but the Eternal—Christ himself, and 
the fruition of his glorious Godhead? How can it be 
denied that the Scriptures do reveal to us the possibility 
of such a life ; and that it is the life of the celibate ‘ for 
the kingdom of heaven’s sake ’—not the life of the mere 
unmarried, which in itself considered is one of the most 
selfish of all lives, and which is not infrequently chosen 
for the sake of selfish and criminal indulgence; but the 
life of the celibate ‘/or the kingdom of heaven's sake ? ’ 
Our blessed Lord said indeed, ‘ All men cannot receive 
this saying, save they to whom it is given ; but he that 
is able to receive it, let him receive it. ’ ”

Therefore, dear Socialist, our long experience of an 
hundred years has proved to us, that not only ‘ ‘ all men 
cannot ” be Shakers, but that only a few are able at 
present to meet its demands upon them. Until they 
are able and willing, the words of Young apply to their 
duty right well: “ He who does the best his circum«

stance allows does well, acts nobly, angels could do 
no more ; ” while I remain the friend of “ Communist,” 
and yours, G. A. Lomas.

EARLY MANUFACTURE OF METAL PENS.

Editor of the Scientific American:
I write to inquire if you can give me information concern­

ing the manufacture of metal pens in this country. I may 
be vain in the supposition, but I am almost persuaded that 
my people—the Shakers—were the originators of metal 
pens. I write this to you with a silver pen, “one slit,” 
that was made in the year 1819 at this village by the 
Shakers.

Two or three years previous to the use of silver for pens 
our people used brass plate for their manufacture, but soon 
found silver preferable. Some of our people now living sold 
these pens in the year 1820 for 25 cents each, and disposed 
of all that could be made at that price.

The machinery for rolling the brass and silver plate was a 
home invention ; also the shears for cutting the pens ; these 
we still have in our possession. At the above date the in­
ventor writes : “I now have my new shears, with which I 
have cut 292 pens in 14 minutes ; this is doing it with dis­
patch !” The metal used was melted silver coins; and at 
one time the worker says: “ I melted up $55.00 or $60.00 
of silver money.” I find the following in a late Boston 
paper:

“ English steel pens are almost entirely made by women. 
In 1828-29 the first gross of ‘ three slit ’ steel pens was 
sold wholesale at £7 4s. the gross. In 1830 they had fallen 
to 8s. and in 1832 to 6s. the gross. A better article is now 
sold at 6d. per gross.”

I leave you to j udge the merits of this pen, from the ap­
pearance of my chirography ; and can assure you it has seen 
nearly sixty years’ service. The two I have in possession are 
equally g ood writers, and were presented to me by my 
venerable friend, D. A. Buckingham, who 58 and more 
years ago engaged in the sale of pens. By giving me what 
information you are able I will be under many obligations. 
I neglected to say that the handles to these pens were made 
of both wood and tin; the tin one I have is tubular and 
closes the pen telescopically. G. A. Lomas.

Shakers, N. Y.
[We find no record of the manufacture of metal pens in 

this country as early as 1820. At that time Gillott had 
begun to make steel pens in England. As early as 1803 bar­
rel pens of steel were made by a Mr. Wise in England. Evi­
dently Mr. Lomas writes with a good pen.—Editor Scien­
tific American.~\

A STRANGE PRESENTIMENT.
[Erom the Louisville Journal.]

Earnest, a bright boy of seven years, oldest child of Mr. 
Samuel Templeton, gatekeeper on the Prairieville gravel 
road, just below this city, met with an accident on Thursday 
of last week which resulted in his death soon afterwards. 
About noon on that day he mounted a wagon loaded with 
wood, with the intention of unloading it. The lad seized a 
stick, and was in the act of throwing it to the ground, when 
he lost his equilibrium and fell, head foremost, to the earth. 
His cries brought his father to his assistance, who led him 
into the house. The boy did not seem to be much injured. 
He was conscious, explained to his father how he fell, 
pointed out his bruises, and conversed rationally for an 
hour, when he suddenly lost consciousness, and remained 
in that condition until his death, which occurred about six 
hours after the accident.

The night preceding the above sad accident Mrs. Temple­
ton, the mother of the child, had a strange presentiment of 
his death. Early in the evening, while the child was asleep, 
she approched his little bed, and looking earnestly into his 
face, burst into tears.

The grief with which she was overcome was intense and 
uncontrollable. It attracted her husband’s attention, who 
inquired into its cause. “Samuel,” the weeping mother 
answered, “ I don’t think we will ever raise this child. ” “I can 
see no cause for your fears,” replied the father, “ the child 
is as healthy as can be.”

But this answer did not satisfy the mother, for a dark 
cloud hung over her. Her heart beat rapidly and heavily. 
Strange shadows crossed her vision; an unseen grief op­
pressed her; the presage of some horrible event cast a burden 
on her soul she scarce could bear.

At the usual hour the sobbing mother retired, but her rest 
was uneasy. Toward midnight, she arose from her bed and 
again sought the couch of her boy, who slept the deep, 
sweet sleep of innocent childhood, all unconscious of the 
grief-stricken mother who bent over him, bathing his face 
with tears and kisses.

Mr. Templeton expostulated with his wife, and Assured 
her that her fears were a mere whim, and begged her to 
calm her grief and go to sleep. But no sleep came to that 
mother’s relief that night, and day broke to bring her no 
respite from the sad burden her bleeding heart bore. The 
slightest unusual noise about the house thrilled her with evil 
forebodings, and thus the weary hours dragged on until the 
foreshadowed end came in the accident as above related.
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CO-OPERA TION
[By Geo. J. Holyoake in the Nineteenth Century.]

This new principle of equity has arisen without 
glamour, it has grown without friends, it has spread 
without conspiracy, and it has acquired power without 
injustice. Stronger than the sword, and loftier than 
charity, Cooperation gives to labor an abiding grasp of 
its fruits, and supersedes benevolence by rendering the 
industrious independent of it. It seeks that organiza­
tion of labor and intelligence in which it shall be im­
possible for the industrious to be depraved, or mean or 
poor, except by their own choice or their own act, 
which can bring no scandal and no remorse to society, 
which provides that neither baseness nor misery shall 
be any longer the necessity of their condition. All this 
cannot come soon, but it will come surely as thought 
and courage, patience and perseverance, shall put in 
force the new principle of industry.

WOMAN'S TOPICS.

Miss Delia Brown, the harpist, has just received a compli­
ment never before paid to an American; viz., being made a 
life member of the Royal Academy of Santa Cecilia of Rome.

Mrs. Thornycroft, the English sculptor, recently finished 
a splendid head of Sappho, the heroine of Stella’s tragedy, 
and is now engaged on a group of the Princesses Maud and 
Victoria of Wales.

Miss Harriet Hosmer’s invention that is to revolutionize 
machinery is described as an entirely new application of the 
permanent magnet. A man has given public notice that he 
made the discovery, and says that Harriet is pluming herself 
with stolen feathers.

10,000 copies of Miss Corson’s “ Twenty-five Cent Dinners 
for Pamilies of Six” have been sold. Miss Corson has also 
prepared a work, soon to be published, entitled, “ Cooking- 
School Text-Book and Housekeepers’ Guide to Cookery and 
Kitchen Management.”

Twelve women were placed upon the Exposition jury, at 
Paris, to decide on the merits of the mustard of various 
nations. The reason given was that men’s palates were so 
much injured by tobacco—their sense of taste so far de­
stroyed—they would be unable to arrive at a just decision.

“ The most sensible and ladylike thing lately told of the 
President’s wife,” says a writer in the Providence Journal, 
“is that she dislikes to have descriptions of her clothes pub­
lished, and the gossips of the press were refused permission 
to enumerate and describe either the wedding outfit or the 
wedding gifts of her niece, who was lately married at her 
Washington home. If so good an example w ere to be fol­
lowed by other ladies at the head of society, what tiresome 
inventories, what hopeless drivel we should be spared; what 
indelicacy! ”

From the Anglo-American Times-. “Lately an artil­
lery officer who had served in India till he reached the grade 
of General, in discussing the women he met both in England 
and on the Continent, where he had passed several winters, 
said he was much struck with the superiority of the Ameri­
cans. He was much surprised at the impression so many of 
them had succeeded in making on him, as it was contrary to 
the notion he had long entertained. ‘ Judging by my ex­
perience,’ (and he is a man of study, who speaks several 
languages almost as fluently as he speaks English), ‘ Ameri­
can women come nearest to my ideal of a lady. In appear­
ance they are the most refined, most taking in manner, 
agreeable in conversation, plenty of ideas and much fluency 
of expression, more freedom of thought, less of conven­
tionalism.’ 6 But’—interrupted one of the party—‘when a 
Yankee girl, however pretty, speaks through her nose, and 
begins to ‘guess,’ the charm is dispelled.’ ‘I can only ap­
peal to my own experience,’ replied the General; and we 
proceed to set forth the substance of his remarks. ‘ I have 
not perceived, as a rule, the disagreeable intonation or ac­
cent ; nor with educated men either; but I could nearly 
always trace a difference in the pronunciation of some words, 
in the use of others ; in the line of thought. On looking in­
to these differences I generally found them to favor the edu­
cated Americans. In pronunciation, it struck me the dif­
ference lay in the distinct pronunciation of each syllable. It 
was talking like a dictionary. In the words, too, I think 
they are the older and purer English, and I have reached the 
conclusion that the type personally of these women I admire 
is the development of the purer English blood. The conclu­
sion I have come to is, that the New England women are the 
descendants of the more refined part of this island, and with 
less intermixture even than with our aristocracy. During 
the last season in London, there were a few American women 
in society whose appearance all remarked; they were the 
most beautiful, and the most attractive; ’ and the General 
proceeded to mention names; some of American women 
who had married Englishmen.”

A Superstitious Terrier.-—Mr. G. F. Crehore of Boston, 
United States, sends us an amusing incident, a propos of the 
subject of fetichism in animals referred to by Mr. Romanes 
recently in Nature. A brave, active, intelligent terrier, be­
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longing to a lady friend, one day discovered a monkey, be­
longing to an itinerant organ-grinder, seated upon a bank 
within the grounds, and at once made a dash for him. The 
monkey, who was attired in jacket and hat, awaited the on­
set with such undisturbed tranquility that the dog halted 
within a few feet of him to reconnoitre. Both animals took 
a long steady stare at each other, but the dog evidently was 
recovering from his suprise, and about to make a spring for 
the intruder. At this critical juncture the monkey, who had 
remained perfectly quiet hitherto, raised his paw and grace­
fully saluted by raising his hat. The effect was magical; 
the dog’s head and tail dropped, and he sneaked off and en­
tered the house, refusing to leave it till he was satisfied that 
his polite but mysterious guest had departed. His whole 
demeanor showed plainly that he felt the monkey was some­
thing “ uncanny,” and not to be meddled with. —Nature, 
London, Eng.
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Periodical Business Crises. ByJ. K. Ingalls. New York: The
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Notes of a Voyage to California via Cape Horn : together with
Scenes in El Dorado in the years 1849-’50. By Samuel C. Upham.
With forty-live illustrations. Philadelphia: Published by the Author.
1878.

ONE THING AND ANOTHER.

This kind of Indian summer is enough to give a paragraph 
the shakes.

The fire has eaten up acres and acres of pine hotels at 
Cape May.

Mr. Adirondack Murray has to sling up his dexter hand 
and abstain from preaching.

Elihu Burritt has given his learned books to the Burritt 
School in New Britain, Conn.

Veteran Darrey, the last survivor of Napoleon’s expedition 
to Egypt, died lately in Paris.

Wilkie Collins has finished Dickens’ “ Mystery of Edwin 
Drood,” and published it in Paris.

The gold mined in this country this year amounts to 
$47,000,000 : silver, $46,000,000.

The Marquis and Marchioness of Lome embarked on the 
steamer Sarmatian and are almost here.

The Tiber has been on a high—been up to the Pantheon 
and all around the lower part of Rome.

Two million dollars is none too high an estimate of the 
money sent to the yellow-fever sufferers.

There are not so many inspired tramps and men with a 
mission as there used to be a few years ago.

The duplex system of telegraphy, or double transmission, 
has been applied to the Anglo-American cable.

The Scotch have raised $600,000 for the relief of those 
distressed shareholders in the City of Glasgow Bank.

The “ stalwart” Republicans will rally around the Presi­
dent now and offer him their old whips for-the Southern back.

The Post-Office Department did a business of $83,000,000 
last year in money-orders at a clear profit of $3,000 to itself.

‘ ‘ The integrity of American citizenship must and shall be 
vindicated.”—R. B. Hayes. Mark that with blue pencil, 
Dixie!

Some of those Southern Democrats are going to have 
arrests after the toils of elections. Hope they will have a 
lot of it.

Touching the fishery question, Lord Salisbury says to Mr. 
Evarts, “ Pay the Award and we will settle the disputes af­
terward.”

The Government is going to issue a book telling all about 
the public lands, and thereby instruct the homestead-seeker 
and emigrant.

Another Washburne is elected to Congress^—W. D., the 
youngest of the family of legislators, and from the northern 
district of Minnesota.

Colonel Thomas Scott, the great Mogul of the Pennsyl­
vania Central, has had a touch of paralysis, and is going to 
Europe for a “ lay off.”

The Germans are hatching the California salmon and in­
troducing it to their great rivers—the Oder, the Weser, the 
Rhine and the Danube.

The horse-car companies of New York city only pay 8 per 
cent, quarterly dividends. That is the kind of ruin they have 
to take from rapid transit.

General Butler is bottled up with 110,000 voters at his 
back. Is that a reason for your heart going down into your 
belly kerchunk ? B. B. thinks not.

The Indian Government intends to supervise the corre­
spondence of those newspaper fellers who are hanging around 
the Afghan business to snatch up items.

The East River Bridge has come to a standstill until the 
Company can get legislative or other consent to make it 
cost more than $8,000,000, the limit set by law.

A Miss Strong, of California, succeeds well as an animal 
painter. She can make a picture of a dog that will sell for 
more money than any real pup you ever saw—$250 say.

If the banks undertake to set aside the law of the land by 
practically demonetizing silver, let us see what Congress will 
jdo to the banks. The law-makers can plague ’em yet.

The French Government is going to retrench to the amount 
of $4,550,000 next year. That nation yields annually $518;- 
000,000 in taxes, or about $218,000,000 more than this coun­
try has to pay.

More than 8,000 plucky men have gone to the Red River 
country this year and established homes- on the line of the 
much-cussed Northern Pacific. That country is now produc­
ing the best wheat in the world.

Professor Moses Coit Tyler, of Ann Arbor,. Michigan, is at 
work on a “ History of American Literature ”—the first part, 
of which has just been issued by the Putnams of New York.. 
It only covers the colonial period.

Those women in Utah who have a whole husband apiece 
are not at all happy. They have memorializedi Mrs. Hayes 
and our wife, saying that polygamy is still Nourishing like at 
tree with its roots in sweet waters.

St. Louis won’t have Moffatt’s bell-punch and tally drinks 
—thinks there is a more fit way of collecting taxes. The 
machine has worked very well in Virginia, but somehow it 
does’nt mention so many drinks as it did at first.

John Chinaman can eat and work in this country, but he 
cannot vote. The Burlingame Treaty of 1868 declares that 
nothing contained in it “ shall be held to confer naturaliza­
tion upon subjects of China in the United States.”

Some of our American manufacturers are considering the 
expediency of establishing branch works in the Dominion of 
Canada, to protect themselves against the loss of trade that 
is likely to ensue from the impending Canadian tariff.

The late elections have given the Democrats a glimpse of 
a great and awful day that will come in 1880 and bring an­
other Republican President. The States that have gone 
Democratic this fall cast only 156 electoral votes, while the- 
Republican ones cast 207.

It begins to look as if the Greeks would get their frontier- 
rectified by and by. They are persistent, and the latest re­
port is that the Porte has consented to the rectification.. 
Rehabilitate the Hellenic race and send the Hebrew to Pales­
tine if it is any comfort to him or you.

Lewis Sargeant in his “New Greece” informs us that in 
1862 the exports of that country amounted in value to only 
35,000,000 drachmas; in 1873 they were 76,000,000. In 
1868 there was not in the Piraeus a single steam manu­
factory ; in 1877 there were more than thirty.

Three magnificent “fiddlers ” in this country : Ole Bull, the 
passionate, just back from Norway, whom we all know ;. 
Wilhemj and his “ masculine splendor ” of style ; Remenyi,. 
the Hungarian, who has “ a touch of extreme fineness, a 
gossamer delicacy, and exquisite double-stopping.”

At its recent conference that monetary league called the 
Latin Union agreed that the coinage of gold should remain 
free, while that of silver should be suspended indefinitely,, 
and not resumed without the consent of all the members. 
Switzerland has signified her intention of withdrawing from, 
the Union.

Here is something from Emerson bearing on our theory of 
the “Cerebrum Abdominale : ” “ All laughter at man is bit­
ter, and puts us out of good activity. When Bonaparte in­
sisted that the heart is one of the entrails ; that it is the 
pit of the stomach that runs the world ;—do we thank him. 
for the gracious instruction ? ”

Since their coinage was authorized 35,959,360 trade dol­
lars have been produced, and 25,703,950 have been exported.. 
Some of this balance the Chinese have taken home. It is. 
estimated that during the past five years 5,000,000 have 
been thus disposed of. Five and a quarter milllions are held, 
by the California banks or circulate as money.

The Pacific Railroad Company has refused to furnish the 
reports required by the late act of Congress. Secretary. 
Shurz has turned the matter over to the Law Department,, 
and we shall soon learn what Attorney-General Devens and. 
the Government will do. We can’t stand no sass from any 
stock company nor any other creature of our making..

That crowd of ministers who met lately in New York to* 
muddle themselves over questions concerning the Second 
Coming, didn’t seem to have a single man sharp enough to 
discern the import of such passages as this: “Verily Isay 
unto you, there be some standing here which shall not taste 
of death till they see the Son of man coming in his. 
kingdom. ”

I would not think of myself as an old tin lantern blinking 
fitfully in one everlasting night of high winds and darkness,, 
and in danger momently of being extinguished, and sure to 
go out as soon as your two inches of tallow dip is consumed. 
Better think of yourself as living in a world of light, and of 
death as only a quick passage from one bright saloon to an­
other a great deal brighter.

The manufacturers of all kinds of goods have just come 
to a realizing sense that “a man will not,” as John Morley 
says, “wear two shirts at once,” no not if you have got 
pyramids of them and will sell them for a cent apiece.. 
This is one of the facts which is disentangling itself from 
the endless jargoning and babblements of the market and. 
making itself heard above all the clatter of the mills.
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Cerro de Pasco, Peru, is 14,300 feet above the sea. A 

correspondent of tbe Nation writing from that city speaks 
thus of life in high places: ‘ ‘ Children born here are as
healthy and well-developed as in other places. Dogs are nu­
merous and prolific. Cats are scarce and raised with diffi­
culty, and they have the'”peculiarity of making no noise at 
night. Poultry cannot be hatched, but hens lay fairly.”

General Sherman has an idea that the persuasions of our 
“peace agents” won’t have any more effect on the wild In­
dian than so much blarney spent on a graven image. His 
recommendation to the Government is to corral them with 
ibayonets, and first make them tend cows in a pasture, and 
then make them hoe corn. He does not say when we should 
make book agents of them, and] after that commercial 
travelers.

To keep his pledges in regard to the political status of the 
Southern negroes, the President will now have to arrest and 
•.trounce every white critter that has interfered with the ballot 
at the South and hindered the negroes from voting. The 
Southern Marshals have been in consultation with him, and a 
considerable number of arrests have been made. It is’nt 
necessary for the President to say what he thinks of his 
iSouthern brother now.

The French have made a preliminary survey for a railroad 
:from Algiers to Timbuctoo on the Niger. The distance is 
1,500 miles and right across the burning Sahara—which is 
not so blistering hot after all, they say. The average heat 
does not appear to exceed 73° to 75° Fahr., but then it has 

:-some fearful extremes. We do hope the French will build 
.that road. Would give them “alternate sections” of desert 
and never grumble as long as we could find a single thing to 
be thankful for.

Michael L. Sullivant, the great ‘ ‘ corn King ” of Illinois, 
:.is insolvent—$100,000 worse than nothing. He had 40,000 
acres of land, and in one year he raised 20,000 acres of corn. 
His agricultural operations were the most colossal ever at­
tempted in this country, unless we except the great Dalrym- 
uple wheat farm of Minnesota and perhaps some in Cali­
fornia. The Sullivants are an old Virginia family with the 
iSouthern talent for land. Their father at one time had
16.000 acres of land near Columbus, Ohio.

The late Convention at Chicago for the Promotion of Com­
merce asked for a completion of the Texas and Northern Pa- 
•cific Kailroads ; an ocean mail service between the chief ports 
of the United States and all commercial points on the coast 
of South America, in American built and owned ships; a 
suitable water-line, permanently navigable for steamers of
1.000 tons’ burthen, between the waters of North Carolina and 
Virginia, as a means of enabling the greater part of the do­
mestic shipping of the Atlantic coast to avoid the dangers of 
•Cape Hatteras.

Perhaps you have forgotten that there is any such thing as 
the Treaty of San Stefano, but the Russians have not. They 
have iust reminded the Porte that every item of it that has 
not been set aside or modified by the Treaty of Berlin is still 
in force. This accounts for that army of Russians intrench­
ing themselves at Adrianople. They are in Turkey proper, 
and engaged on the Eastern question, not in Bulgaria at all. 
The care of that country is another conundrum. Russia is 
still at liberty to get an indemnity, if she can do it without 
detriment to the creditors of Turkey.

Rear-Admiral Ammen, the Chief of the Bureau of the 
U. S. Navy, has been lecturing in New York on the project 

■of an inter-oceanic canal across the American Isthmus, be­
tween Greytown and Brito, via Lake Nicaragua. The esti­
mated cost of a canal by this route is $52,577,718—but the 
more probable figures should be $100,000,000. The French, 
under the lead of M. De Lesseps, will be moving in the matter 
next spring, and it now seems probable that before many 
years we shall have the two oceans united by a ship-canal, 
thereby saving 8,000 miles in the voyage from New York to 
California.

The most important event we have to record of the finan- 
■cial world is the decision of the New York Clearing-House to 
enter upon a qualified cooperation with the national treasury 
in the work of specie resumption January 1, 1879. These 
bankers agree to resume in gold, but the terms on which 
they propose to handle silver coin practically demonetizes 
that metal. In regard to this new currency they say:
‘ ‘ The Government, by law, now demands the entry of its 
silver coins into the currency on equal terms with gold, when 
out of every five dollars’ worth of silver bullion it creates 
more than six legal dollars, and appropriates one of them to 
its own use.” In taking this stand on the silver question 

The banks say that they are “ the commercial agents of the 
people and subject to the universal laws of trade, which are 
now in direct conflict with this act of Congress.” In miti­
gation of this course they suggest that the Secretary of the 
Treasury withdraw all notes of small denomination and 
limit the coinage of silver to the smallest amount allowed by 
law. In this way silver can be made a subsidiary coin, and 
never felt in all the greater financial affairs. Specifically, the 
banks propose to do just this :

“1. Decline receiving gold coins as ‘ special deposits,’ but 
accept and treat them only as ‘lawful money.’

“ 2. Abolish special exchanges of gold checks at the Clear­
ing-House.

‘ ‘ 3. Pay and receive balances between banks at Clearing- 
House, either in gold or United States legal-tenders.

“4. Receive silver dollars upon deposit, only under 
special contract to withdraw the same in kind.

“ 5. Prohibit payments of balances at Clearing-House in 
silver certificates or in silver dollars, excepting as subsidiary 

«coin in small sums (say under $10).
“ 6. Discontinue gold special accounts by notice to deal­

ers on 1st January next to terminate then.”
The banks of Boston have agreed to resume on the same 

terms, and it is probable that they will be acceded to by 
Philadelphia and Chicago and all the great banking centers. 
It remains to be seen whether the laws of trade or the will 
of Congress is the better man. Think you can bet two to 
•one on the laws of trade.

(Advertisements.
A HOUSEKEEPER WANTED.

A gentleman of means residing in Washington Territory 
wishes to secure the services of a good woman to keep house 
for him, his wife being disabled for a time by a difficulty of 
the eyes.. Being a reader of the American Socialist and a 
believer in its principles, he prefers to engage a woman of 
like faith, rather than to hire an ordinary person. He has 
one child, a little girl of two and a half years. Fair wages 
will be paid to a suitable person. If any one of our readers 
desires the situation she can be put in communication with 
the gentleman by promptly addressing the Business Mana­
ger of the American Socialist.

STEVEN’S PATENT 
BREECH-LOADING

SPORTING RIFLES.

Double ami Single-Barrel Shot-Buns, Pock­
et Rifles, Pocket Pistols, and the noted 
Hunter’s Pet Rifles. Special attention is called to 
our Double Breech-Loading Guns. They are simple in con­
struction and manufactured with great care from the very 
best material. They are pronounced by experts “ the best 
gun in the market for the money.” Send for catalogue. 
Our Shooting Ballery Rifle is the favorite 

everywhere.
J. STEVENS & CO., Chicopee Falls, Mass.

A FRENCH SOCIALISTIC PAPER.
The editor of the Bulletin du Mouvement Social, published 

at Paris, France, authorizes us to offer his paper with ours 
at a reduced price. The Bulletin gives information con­
cerning all the important movements and discussions of a 
Social character in Europe. It reports the progress of coop­
erative associations in France, England, Germany, Belgium, 
Italy, Russia, etc. The Trades Unions are also represented. 
The question of universal peace and of the substitution of 
arbitration for war takes also an important place.

Those of our readers who understand French will un­
doubtedly take pleasure in perusing this paper. It is pub­
lished fortnightly. To subscribers to the American So­
cialist it will be furnished for $1.25 additional. Send 
your orders to

The American Socialist,
Oneida, N. Y.

1879.------ PRICE REDUCED.—$1.50.
THE HITRSEHY,

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOE, YOUNGEST EEADEES.
SUPERBLY ILLUSTRATED. Send 10 cents for a 

specimen copy and Premium List. Subscribe now, and get 
last number of this year Free.

John L. Shorey, 36 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. ”

HARPER’S MAGAZINE.

Illustrated.
NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

Harper's Magazine is the American Magazine alike in literature and 
in art.—Boston Traveler.

The most popular Monthly in the world.—New York Observer.
It is an excellent companion for the young, a delight to the mature, a 

solace for declining age.—Louisville Courier-Journal.
No other Monthly in the world can show so brilliant a list of contribu­

tors : nor does any furnish its readers with so great a variety and so 
superior a quality of literature.—Watchman, Boston.

The volumes of the Magazine begin with the Numbers for June and 
December of each year. When no time is specified, it will be under­
stood that the subscriber wishes to begin with the current Number.

HARPER’S PERIODICALS.
HARPER’S MAGAZINE, One Year,........................................................... $4 00
HARPER’S WEEKLY, “ “  4 00
HARPER’S BAZAR, “ “   4 00
The THREE publications, one year,.........................................  10 00
Any TWO, one year,.....................................................................................  7 00
SIX subscriptions, one year,......................................................................20 00

Terms for large clubs furnished on application.
Postage Free to all subscribers in the United States or Canada.

A Complete Set of Hakpek’s Magazine, now comprising 57 Volumes, 
in neat cloth binding, will be sent by express, freight at expense of pur­
chaser, for $2 25 per volume. Single volumes, by mail, postpaid, $3 00. 
Cloth cases, for binding, 38 cents, by mail, postpaid.

Remittances should be made by Post-Office Money-Order or Draft, to 
avoid chance of loss.

Newspapers are not to copy this advertisement without the express order 
of Harpeb & Brothers.

’ HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.

THE SHAKER MANIFESTO.
A Monthly Magazine, published by tbe United Shaker 

Societies. Subscription price only 60 cts.
Geo. Albert Lomas, Editor, Shakers, N. Y.
N. A. Briggs, Publisher, Shaker Village, N. H. 

Address all communications to
The Shaker Manifesto, Shakers, N. Y. 

fST The Shaker Manifesto and the American Socialist, if 
ordered together from the office of either paper, will be sent for 
$2.30 « year.

(Advertisements.

The Singer Triumphant!
SALES INCREASING BEYOND 

ALL PRECEDENT.

Get a Genuine Singer Sewing 
Machine for your Wife.

Prices Greatly Reduced.
Last year, notwitstanding the great depression of business, 

we sold 2§2,§12 Singer Machines—or 20,496 more than 
in any previous year.

©IPBETTER STILL! In the months of January, 
February, March and April of this year we sold Sixty Per 
Cent, more

“ Singer Sewing Machines ”
Than during the corresponding months of last year!

Could there be stronger evidence of tbe hold these un­
equaled machines have taken upon the public esteem ?

WASTE NO MONEY ON INFERIOR 
COUNTERFEITS!

Send for Illustrated Circular—Gratis.

Tie Sinpr larnfactnriiijr Compaiij,
PRINCIPAL OFFICE:

34 TJisriON SQTT-AJRE,
NEW YORK.

THE

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN.
THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR.

THE MOST POPULAR SCIENTIFIC PAPER IN THE WORLD.
Only $3.20 a Year, including Postage Weekly. 52 

Numbers a Year. 4,000 book pages.

The Scientific American is a large I irst-Class Weekly Newspaper 
of Sixteen Pages, printed in the most beautiful style, profusely illus­
trated with splendid engravings, representing the newest Inventions and 
the most recent Advances in the Arts and Sciences ; including New and 
Interesting Facts in Agriculture, Horticulture, the Home, Health, Medi­
cal Progress, Social Science, Natural History, Geology, Astronomy. 
The most valuable practical papers, by eminent writers in all depart­
ments of Science, will be found in the Scientific American:

Terms, $3.20 per year, $1.60 half year, which includes postage. Dis­
count to Agents. Single copies, ten cents. Sold by all Newsdealers. 
Remit by postal order to MUNN & CO., Publishers, 37 Park Row, New 
York.
O A Tf" |£f ftJ “W* In connection with the Scientfic
ST | ® a American, Messrs. Munn & Co. are
Solicitors of American and Foreign Patents, have had 34 years ex­
perience, and now have the largest establishment in the world. Patents 
are obtained on the best terms. A special notice is made in the Scien­
tific American of all Inventions patented through this Agency, with 
the name and residence of the Patentee. By the immense circulation 
thus given, public attention is directed to the merits of the new patent, 
and sales or introduction often easily effected.

Any person who has made a new discovery or invention, can ascer­
tain, free of charge, whether a patent can probably be obtained, by 
writing to the undersigned. We also send free our Hand-Book about 
the Patent Laws, Patents, Caveats, Trade-Marks, their cost, and how 
procured, with hints for procuring advances on inventions. Address for 
the Paper, or concerning Patents,

MUNN & CO., 37 Park Row, New York.
Branch Office Cor. F. & 7th Sts., Washington, D. C.

HARPER’S WEEKLY.
MfB.

Illustrated.

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.
The Weekly remains easily at the head of illustrated papers by its 

fine literary quality, the beauty of its type and woodcuts.—Springfield 
Republican.

Its pictorial attractions are superb, and embrace every variety of sub­
ject and of artistic treatment.—Zion's Herald, Boston.

The Weekly is a potent agency for the dissemination of correct political 
principles, and a powerful opponent of shams, frauds, and false pre­
tenses.—Evening Express, Rochester.

The Volumes of the Weekly begin with the first Number for January 
of each year. When no time is mentioned, it will be understood that 
the subscriber wishes to commence with the Number next after the re­
ceipt of his order.

HAKPEK’S PERIODICALS.
HARPER’S MAGAZINE, One Year,............................  $4 00
HARPER’S WEEKLY, “ “  .......4 00
HARPER’S BAZAR, “ “  4 00
The THREE publications, one year,.........................................................10 00
Any TWO, one year,........................................................................ .. 7 00
SIX subscriptions, one year,...................................................................... 20 00
Terms for large clubs furnished on application.

Postage free to all subscribers in the United States or Canada.

The Annual Volumes of Harper’s Weekly, in neat cloth binding, 
will be sent by express, free of expense (provided the freight does not 
exceed one dollar per volume), for $7 00 each. A complete Set, com­
prising Twenty-two Volumes, sent on the receipt oiVcash at the rate of 
$5 25 per volume, freight at expense of purchaser.

Cloth Cases for each volume, suitable for binding, will be sent by 
mail, postpaid, on receipt of $1 00 each.

Remittances should be made by Post-Office Money-Order or Draft, to 
avoid chance of loss.

Newspapers are not to copy this advertisement without the express order 
of Harper & Brothers.

HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.
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OFFERED BY

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,
We desire to engage every reader of the Amebican So­

cialist to assist us in extending its circulation by get­
ting us new subscribers for the coming year, 1879. To 
compensate them in some degree for the time and labor 
they may expend in the work, we have arranged to fur­
nish several valuable articles as presents to those who 
send us new subscriptions with the cash. Please read 
the following list of articles and our accompanying of-
f 01*S •

DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES.
No. 1. Foot Notes, or Walking as a Fine Art. By Al­

fred Barron. 16 mo. 330 pages, beautifully bound in cloth, 
price, $1.25.
“ One of tbe most charming and fascinating volumes pub­

lished in the country since the death of Thoreau.”—Boston 
Transcript.
No. 2. Goldsmith’s Poems and The Yicar of Wakefield. 

Boyal 8vo, 378 pages. With 108 illustrations. Price $2.50.
No. 3. Gulliver’s Travels. By Dean Swift. With 88 en­

gravings by Morton. Imperial 8vo, 400 pages. Price, $3.00
No. 4. The World of Wonders. A Record of Things 

Wonderful in Nature, Science and Art. Imperial 8vo, 500 
pages, 130 illustrations. Price $4.00.

No. 5. The AYorld of Wit and Humor. With about 400 
illustrations. Super-royal 8vo, 480 pages. Price, $4.00.

No. 6. The Wandering Jew. By Eugene Sue. With 
twelve large designs by Gustave Dore. Handsomely bound 
in beveled cloth, gilt. Price, $6.50.

No. 7. Dictionary of Cookery. With numerous engra­
vings and full-page Colored Plates, containing about 9,000 
Recipes, 1,178 pages, Royal, 8vo. Price, $6.50.

No. 8. Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. 3,000 engra­
vings, 1840 pages quarto. Four pages of Colored Plates. 
Price, $12.00.

No. 9. The Singer Manufacturing Company’s New Family 
Sewing Machine. This machine is mounted on orna­
mental Iron stand and solid Black Walnut Table, with 
Drawer. The following cut exactly represents the machine :

All the running parts in these machines are exactly like 
those in their highest priced machines ; but the woodwork 
and stand are not so highly ornamented.

Each machine will be furnished with one Hemmer, one 
Braider, one Tucker, one Quitter, one Leslie Buffler, one 
“ Diamond Set ” consisting of one Guide, one Binder, and 
five Scroll Hemmers; also one extra Throat-plate, one extra 
Check-spring, one Screw Driver, one Guide and Screw, one 
Wrench, six Bobbins, one Oiler filled with Sperm Oil, one 
dozen Needles, and a copy of Directions for using. Price, 
$30.00 Receiver to pay expressage from nearest office.

^STTJie Singer Machines are the best in the World, and 
these we offer are the genuine.

OUR OFFERS.

For one new subscriber -with $2.00, we will send post-paid, 
a copy of “Foot Notes.” (No. 1.) Price, $1.25

For Two new subscribers, with $4.00, we will send post-paid, 
either “ The World of Wonders,” or “ The World of Wit 
and Humor.” (No. 4, or No. 5.) Price, $4.00

For Three new subscribers, with $6.00, we will send post­
paid, a copy of either No. 4, or No. 5, Price, $4.00
and a copy of “Goldsmith’s Poems.” (No. 2.) “ 2.50

Total value, $6.50
For Five new subscribers, with $10.00, we will send post­

paid, a copy of both “The World of Wonders” and “ The 
World of Wit and Humor.” (Nos. 4 & 5.) Price, $8.00 
and a copy of “ Gulliver’s Travels.” (No. 3.) “ 3.00

Total value, $11.00
For Seven new subscribers, with $14.00, we will send “Web­

ster’s Unabridged Dictionary,” (No. 8.) Price, $12.00

This book is too large to be sent by mail. Receivers must 
pay expressage on it. It is a very valuable premium.

For Ten new subscribers, with $20.00, we will send a copy 
of “Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary,” Price, $12.00 
and a copy of both “The world of Wonders” “ 4.00
and “ The World of Wit and Humor,” “ 4.00

Total value, $20.00
For Fifteen new subscribers with $30.00, we will send

one of the Singer Manufacturing Company’s 
Slew Family Sewing Maclaines, (No. 9) with 
all the furniture described above. Price, §30.00

Or if books are preferred we will send $30.00 worth of 
books, including Nos. 6 and 7.
The prices we have set opposite these articles are the 

regular catalogue prices, and not fancy prices. Per­
sons who undertake to get some of the higher numbers 
of subscribers snould not wait to send them all in togeth­
er. Send them in as you get them, one or two at a 
time, and we will give you credit. You can offer our 
paper fbee to all new subscribers from now until Janu­
ary 1st, 1879, and we will send sample copies free at any 
time.

WST Send all money by Draft, P. O. Money-Order, 
or in Registered Letter.

Address, The Amebican Socialist,

Oneida, N. Y.

TO ALL
Readers of Periodicals !

IMPORTANT NOTICE !
By special arrangement with the leading Publishers, we 

are able to club the American Socialist, for the 
year 1879, with a number of the most popular periodi­
cals, both Newspapers and Magazines, at extremely low 
rates. The regular subscription price of the American So­
cialist is Two Dollars per year, in advance. It will be sent, 
together with either of the following publications, all post­
paid, for the prices given in the last column below. We give 
the regular subscription prices of the other publications, as 
well as that of the Socialist, so that persons may see what 
they will save by ordering both of us. Unless otherwise 
specified, subscriptions must be for a full year, and the cash 
must always accompany the order. Read the list:

Regular price Regular price
per annum. per annum.

Harper’s Magazine, $1.00 Am. Socialist $2.00 Both for $5.25
“ Weeklv. 4.00 “ 2.00 “ 5.25“ Weekly, 4.00 “ 2.00 “ 5.25
‘‘ Bazar, 4.00 2 00 “ 5.25

Either two of Harper’s Periodicals and the Am. So., one year for 8.50
Harper’s three Periodicals u U “ “ 11.75
Scribner’s Monthly, $4.00 Am. Socialist $2.00 Both for 5.25
St. Nicholas, 3.00 44 2.00 “ 4 50
Atlantic Monthly, 4 00 44 2.00 “ 5 25
Appleton’s Journal, 3.00 44 2.00 “ 4 25
Popular Science Monthly, 5.00 44 2 00 “ 5.85

“ Supplement, 3.00 44 2 00 “ 4 25
New York Medical Journal, 4.00 *4 2 00 “ 5.00
North American Beview, 5 00 44 2.00 5.85
N. Y. Daily Graphic. 12.00 44 2.00 “ 12.00

“ Weekly Graphic,
(Saturday Edition), 2,50 44 2.00 “ 3.80

“ Tribune, (Daily edition) 10.00 4‘ 2 00 “ 11.50
“ “ (Semi-Weekly) 3 00 44 2.00 “ 4.50
“ “ (Weekly) 2.00 44 2 00 “ 3.60
“ Herald, “ 1.00 4# 2.00 “ 2.90

Phrenological Journal, 2.00 44 2.00 3.50
The Country Gentleman, 2.50 44 2 00 “ 4.00
Scientific American, 3.20 44 2.00 “ 4 60

“ Supplement, 5.00 44 2.00 “ 6.00
Scientific American, Sci. Amer. Supplement and Amer.

Socialist, one year for, 7.75
American Agriculturist, $1.50 Am. Bo. 2.00 “ 3.20
The Shaker, .60 44 2.00 “ 2.30
The Fruit Becorder, 1.00 4t 2.00 “ 2.75
Wide Awake, 2.00 44 2.00 “ 3.60
Babyland, 50 2.00 “ 2.40
The Nursery, 1.50 2.00 “ 3.20
Bulletin du Mouvement Social, 1.40 u 2.00 “ 3.20
Burlington Hawkeye, 2.00 u 2.00 “ 3.40

The above are the most select and popular periodical
published in this country. It will be seen that by subscrib­
ing for them in connection with the American Socialist a 
considerable part of the cost may be saved. In many cases 
where persons take more than one magazine or paper, by 
subscribing for them all through us the entire cost of the 
American Socialist can be saved. If other publications be­
sides those we have mentioned are desired with the Ameri­
can Socialist, or if several of those we mention are wanted 
with only one copy of our paper, people can write us and we 
will send them at reduced prices.

All remittances should be made by check, P. O. money- 
order, or in registered letter. Address,

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,
Oneida, N. Y.

$1,000 IN PREMIUMS!
And Commissions to All.

In Every Post Town in the United States
To send subscriptions for tbe

BURLINGTON HAWKEYE.
Send five cents for copy and terms to agents.

Hawkeye Publishing Co.,
Burlington, Iowa.

Gi"Send two letter stamps for covenant, etc., to The
Soul Elevating Community, Bakersfield, Kern Co., 
California.

Sew M Mly Mil.
ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.

The circulation of this popular newspaper has more than trebled 
during the past year. It contains all the leading news contained in the 
Daily Hebald, and is arranged in handy departments. The

FOREIGN NEWS
embraces special dispatches Irom ail quarters of the globe. Under the 
beau of

AMERICAN NEWS
are given the Telegraphic Dispatches of the week from all parts of the 
Union. This feature alone makes

THE WEEKLY HERALD
the most valuable chronicle in the world, as it is the cheapest. Every 
week is given a faithful report of

POLITICAL. NEWS,
embracing complete and comprehensive dispatches from Washington, 
including fuff reports of the speeches of eminent politicians on the 
questions of the hour.

THE FARM DEPARTMENT
of the Weekly Herald gives the latest as well as the most practical 
suggestions and discoveries relating to the duties ot the farmer, hints, 
for raising Cattle, Boultry, Grains, Trees, Vegetables, etc., etc.,, 
with suggestions for keeping buildings and farming utensils in repair. 
This is supplemented by a well edited department, widely copied, under 
the head of

THE HOME,
giving recipes for practical disUes,hints lor making clothing and for keep­
ing up with the latest tashions at the lowest price. Ever;* item ot cook­
ing or economy suggested in this department is practically tested by 
experts before publication. Letters from our Pans and London corre­
spondents on the very latest Fashions. The Home Department of the 
\v eekly Herald will save the house-wife more than one hundred times 
the price of the paper.

The interests of
SKILLED LAROR

are looked after, and everything relating to mechanics and labor saving 
is carefully recorded.

There is a page devoted to all the latest phases of the business mark­
ets, Crops, Merchandize, etc., etc. A valuable feature is found m the 
specially reported prices and conditions of

THE PRODUCE MARKET.
Sporting News at home and abroad, together with a Story every 

week, a sermon by some eminent divine, literary, Musical, Dra­
matic, Personal, and Sea Notes. There is no paper in the world 
which contains so much news matter every week as the Weekly Her­
ald. which is sent,postage free, for One Dollar. You can subscribe at
any time. _

THE NEW YORK HERALD
in a weekly form,

ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.

NOTICE TO SUBSCBIBEBS.—Bemit in drafts on New York or Post- 
Ofiice money-orders, and where neither of these can be procured send 
the money m a registered letter.

Address,

ISTew York Herald,
Broadway & Ann St,, New York,

Those icho can read the signs of the times, read in them that 
the kingdom of Man is at hand.—Prof. Clifford.

MAN,
A Weekly Journal of Progress and Reform, 

Is published every Saturday at
19 I>FY STREET, New York,

BY

■ASA. K. BUTTS,
Editor and Publisher of the Evolution, Radical Books,. 

Pamphlets, etc., etc.
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR.

(Including Supplement till further notice.')
In clubs of Four, without Supplement, each 50 cents per 

year. Clubs of Ten to one address, $4.00. Club Rates for 
Supplement alone, same as for Man alone. All Club Rates 
may be withdrawn by two weeks’ notice in the paper.

N. B.—As we publish this paper at the lowest cost price 
we can afford no “dead heads.” We shall stop each paper 
on expiration of time paid for, and sample copies will not be 
sent in reply to postal cards. Enclose two stamps for sam­
ple copy.

NOTABLE OPINIONS.
I like your Man. He is bright, crisp, frank, genial, gay,, 

jolly, profound—in fact, “ every inch a Man.” Accept con­
gratulations on your success in making so good a Man first 
time trying. He is a splendid fellow. Bless you, how the 
ladies will love him ! A more charming Man I never met.. 
Indeed, I do not see how you can improve him.

W. F. Jamison.
I rejoice in your paper because of its all-sidedness. It is 

not for temperance especially, nor for Greenbacks, nor for 
Communism, but for Man. Mary Dana Shindler.

That very noble feature of your enterprise, the re-publica­
tion, in your Supplement, of the Manchester Lectures, etc.,, 
a feature so worthy of all praise that it ought alone to en­
sure the success of your undertaking, and stamp you as a 
public benefactor. C. N. Bovee.

Its first number is well filled and looks handsome, and as 
onr friends Butts is active, enterprising, and writes well, we 
hope he will succeed in his new venture. The more Liberal 
journals the better, and besides, the motto of the New York 
canidate suits us exactly.—Boston Investigator.

The undaunted and irrepressible Asa K. Butts has the 
ability and business experience to make a first-class paper 
in the interest of progress and reform.—Religio-PMlosophical 
Journal.

Send $1.00 for 6 of Mrs. Besant’s best Essays, including 
The Law of Population (with fine steel portrait by Ritchie, 
the best artist in America). The Fruits oe Christianity,. 
etc., etc., and three other Radical Essays by different 
authors, and specimen copy each of The Evolution, Man-,. 
and The Scientific Supplement. Address,

ASA K. BUTTS, Publisher,
19iDey Street,. New York..


