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SOCIALIST CL UBS.

one Of the greatest clangers which Socialism has to
fear is that people will rush into experiment prema-
turely.  Men who, if they were to build a house, would
““sit down and count the cost,” seem ready to engage
in some large cooperative enterprise, or evert to start a
Community, without any such preliminary and pruden-
tial study. They listen to the pleas in behalf of Social-
ism, and assent to their truth, and immediately set
about putting them in practice on the largest scale and
in the highest branches. No wonder that failure and
disappointment soon overtake them. The conductors
of the American Socianist have had many occasions
for reasserting the declaration in their first paper, viz.,
that they ““‘do not believe the world can jump into
enlarged homes. * * The measures which we pro-
pose to institute will not be the manufacture of Com-
munities by the signing of constitutions, but the prepara-
tion of conditions in which Communities may at some
future time form themselves by organic growth. We
hope to see a generation of Socialists which will begin
by forming in every village and neighborhood, nay in
every church, a Socialist Club similar to the old Lyce-
ums and the Young Men’s Christian Associations, hav-
ing for their object to help one another in the study
and discussion of Socialism.” That is still our hope.
We have no wish to force any theory upon peo-
ple, much less the peculiar theories of the Oneida Com-
munity, nor to push forward at present any specific
practical movement, but rather to help create a school
of thought and discussion in which the true theory will
be gradually evolved and practical movements will be
natural and safe results. And we are confident that,
sooner or later, this general work of preparation will
command the attention of all seekers after better social
conditions.

One difficulty at present is that those who consider
themselves Socialists don't realize the necessity of such
study and preparation for themselves. So long as this
is the case it can hardly be expected that this necessary
work will make much progress. In old revival times it
was found indispensable in many cases to soften the
hearts of the church-members before sinners could be
reached ; and to-day the old Socialists, who long for the
dawn of the golden day, can not do a better thing to
hasten it forward than to form themselves into such
clubs as we have mentioned, and give themselves to
the study of the general subject of Socialism. There
ought, first of all, to be clubs of this kind in every Com-
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munity and Cooperative society in the land. Father
Henrici and Dr. Keil, Jacob Ackerman and Elder
Evans, and every other Elder in Shakerdom, ought to
start such clubs in their own Families or Communities;
and then, secondly, the old Socialists standing discon-
nected from practical experiments ought to organize
clubs in all the great cities, and wherever even a small
company of them are located. This done, and we
might fairly expect that those just beginning to interest
themselves in Socialism would follow their example;
and so the means of preparing the conditions for future
practical experiments would be set in motion.

This is not all talk with us. The editors and princi-
pal writers of the American Sociatist organized them-
selves into a club for Socialistic investigation and dis-
cussion some months ago, and have had uninterrupted
daily sessions since, and with great profit to themselves
individually and to the paper.

Much has been said in the sociarist of the impor-
tance of unity between the different schools of So-
cialism; but how is this to be brought about unless
each school studies the systems of other schools and
allows itself to be modified thereby ? And how can this
study go on so well as in clubs organized for this
special purpose ? The different Communities, we are
fully satisfied, would appreciate one another better, and
find it easy to enter into closer relations with one an-
other, if they better understood one another. Let them
form clubs with this worthy object in view.

So let those who are simply interested in cooperation,
in any of its branches, get together for the purpose of
studying its present phases and past history. Let
them secure the various pamphlets and books that have
been published on the subject, and subscribe for the
papers now advocating cooperation in this country and
in England, and meet at least once a week for an hour
or more; and they will soon find themselves amply
repaid for their trouble.

There need be no fear that any of these clubs will
lack for interesting topics of study and discussion.
Socialism is a broad field, including all phases of
society.  Aside from the different systems which claim
the attention of Socialistic students, such as have
formed the basis of practical experiments in this coun-
try and in Europe, and the history of these experi-
ments, which is exceedingly interesting and instructive
—there are questions constantly arising, both at home
and abroad, which will furnish suitable themes for the
consideration of such clubs. Who will begin ?

AMERICAN COMMUNITIES*

POINTS OF RESEMBLANCE AND OF CONTRAST.
TV.

The Communities are generally defective in their
records and statistics, excepting such as their business
requires. It is only with difficulty in some cases that
one can ascertain the number of members, and their
proportion as to sex; the amount of land owned; the
value of property, and other common statistics. The
Perfectionists form a marked exception. They have an
elaborate system of book-keeping, by which they are
able to tell how much capital and labor are employed
in each department of business, and what percentage of
profit or loss it gives. They also take an annual inven-
tory of all their property, and know what their yearly
progress has been for the last twenty years. They also
keep a careful record of admissions, secessions, births
and deaths, and can tell the exact number of members
at any period in their history.

EDUCATION.

It must also be confessed that the Communities as a
whole are scarcely abreast of the times in respect to edu-
cation, though in all of them the common branches are
taught with diligence, and some of them have excellent
schools. But the higher departments of learning re-
ceive little attention. Most of them might say they
have been too busy in getting a living and solving the

* The writer of this series would be glad to receive corrections of any
of its statements.
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new problems of life involved in Communism to give
much attention to other things; and this is certainly #,
valid excuse in the case of Icaria, Aurora-Bethel, and
possibly others; but will not be deemed sufficient in
the case of the older and richer Communities. They
ought to show that Communism is favorable to the best
culture of both heart and mind. Only the Perfection-
ists have any considerable library, and only they have
given any of their young people the advantage of colle-

giate drill.
MUSIC.

Communism and music go together. Music is culti-
vated in all the Communities. Several of them have
special musical organizations. The brass bands of Har-
mony, Zoar and Aurora-Bethel, have delighted their
thousands. Oneida once had an orchestra of nearly
thirty performers, and still gives considerable at-
tention to music. The Icarian Community had at
Nauvoo a band of fifty musicians. The Shakers and
Inspirationists have large volumes of original hymns;
but both in the past have shown no favor to instru-
mental music. The Shakers have, however, improved
in this respect within a few years, and now have small
organs in nearly all their Societies.

AMUSEMENTS.

Nordhoff says the Communities do not generally
value amusements, except the Perfectionists, but prob-
ably the Icarians, and possibly one or two of the German
Communities, should also be excepted. The Shakers
have an occasional picnic, which is enjoyed by all
classes and ages, but of every-day amusements their
societies are nearly destitute, unless their dancing and
marching, which form an important part of their wor-
ship, can be called amusements. No amusements other
than those of the children are seen in the seven villages
of Amana. The Communists are generally extremely ear-
nest people—determined on two things: first, to save their
souls; second, to earn their bread. They have felt
that they had no time for idleness and little for amuse-
ment ; that while marching on the strait and narrow
path they must turn neither to the right hand nor to
the left. Itis for the Communists of the future to im-
prove upon the practices of the first Communities, and
show that education, music, art of all kinds and amuse-
ments, may be used to enrich and ennoble their daily
life. Certainly in respect to all these things Commu-
nism offers very great advantages. A Community is
the most natural place in the world for amusements.
It offers the facilities of villages and cities without

their drawbacks.
LITERATURE,

When Cabet was alive the Icarians published a news-
paper and occasional tracts. They have made but little,
use of the press since his death, but are talking of start-
ing a paper soon. The Aurora-Bethel Communists
have no literature of their own. The Separatists have
only the three volumes of Baumeler’s discourses and his
collection of hymns. The Harmonists have also no lit-
erature of their own, unless we include an account of
their society published by the Bev. Aaron Williams,,
which received their indorsement, and the * Hirten
Brief,” a letter addressed to the Freemasons of the
Ancient System, which is held in great esteem by the
Harmonists. The Respirationists have published their
views in several volumes, and are soon to issue a serial
called ** The Wedding Guest.” The Inspirationists print
a Year-Book, containing a record of the utterances of the
“Inspired Instrument,” of which they have many vol-
umes, as also of hymn-books and other works intended
especially for circulation among their own members.
The Shakers have published many works in explanation
of their principles, and at present issue a monthly
paper called The Shaker, edited by G. Albert Lomas of
the Watervliet Society. The Perfectionists have also
made great use of the press, and now publish a weekly
paper, called the American Sociatist, devoted to
the general discussion of Socialism. They have also
published several books and numerous pamphlets.

NO CLOISTERS.
The Communities are often criticised for their isola-
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tion from common society; but at Zoar there is a
large public garden or pleasure-ground and a hotel
much frequented by visitors from the surrounding
neighborhood and from villages. At Aurora there are
pleasure-grounds visited by Sunday-schools and other
excursion parties; and the Community band is in de-
mand at the neighboring cities on special occasions. At
Nauvoo the theatrical and musical entertainments of the
Icarians, in the days of their greatness, were a source of
much pleasure to outsiders ; and few as they now are in
numbers they have many visitors to inspect their schools
and gardens and general Community arrangements.
The Inspirationists have a store and hotel in each of
their seven villages for the accommodation of outsiders
as well as their own people. The Shakers have many vis-
itors, and their meetings are a great attraction wherever
they are open to the public. At some of the Socie-
ties their places of worship are crowded with strangers,
while the road in either direction is lined with carriages
for long distances. The Albany Morning Express, of
recent date, in describing a meeting at the Watervliet
Society, says: 5% At ten o’clock the portion of the church
set apart for visitors is crowded to overflowing. * * At
half-past eleven the service was over ; the congregation
quietly dispersed, carriages and stages filled up, and ten
minutes later a thousand people were driving lazily
homeward,, while the Shakers, in their great big wagons,
jogged off to their different families.” The Harmonists
have a large hotel, once much frequented by guests
from Pittsburgh and other places, and their musical
organizations were in their early days the admiration of
the surrounding population. Their Community garden,
with its flowers and fruits, summer-houses, fountain and
temple, is a marvel of attractions, delighting many visi-
tors every season. The Respirationists are perhaps
least accessible to the public, but they formerly had a
hotel and railroad restaurant at Brocton. The Oneida
and Wallingford Communities are great places of resort,
particularly the former, which for the last score of years
has counted its visitors by the thousands. A single ex-
cursion the present summer numbered 1,360, in addition
to the transient guests who came on foot and in car-
riages ; the entire number for one day reaching nearly
fifteen hundred. Another excursion, of more recent
date, was one thousand strong; and another still is
promised of equal proportions.
(To be Continued").

CAN WE OBEY CHRISTf

How can such precepts as those given by Christ with
respect to property, labor, etc., be found to be practical,
in any but the merely colorable, paltering sense given
them by Christendom generally ?

He reprobated riches and their influence, and declared
that it would be a hard thing for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God—who believes it? He di-
rected the rich to sell what they had and to give to
the poor—who does it? And to all, he said, take no
thought for the life, or the body, as to how the former
shall be sustained or the latter clothed and protected ;
or for the morrow, but let the morrow care for the
things that belong to it.

Although the prohibition contained in this last class of
precepts is less broad in the language in which the
Gospels were written, than it is in our English version,
and means rather, take no anxious thought, be not
troubled, etc., the question may be fairly raised whether
even in this limited sense these precepts are practical;
that is, whether, considered as directions for the con-
duct of life in respect to food and raiment, houses and
tomes, the production and use of property, addressed
to individuals in a competive state of society, they can be
reduced to practice? Who in such a state of society
can refrain from thought or even from anxious thought
for those things? Who that depends upon his daily
labor for the supply of his necessary wants can help
caring, when experience shows there is so much uncer-
tainty in the relation of supply and demand? It can
not be supposed that Christ contemplated any change
of the mode of production, or that he intended to teach
that those who accepted his Gospel should live without
labor. And if his precept to the rich to sell what they
Jiave and give to the poor is to be taken in any thing
like a literal sense and should be practised as things
are, all would become dependent upon daily labor.
And so all would come face to face with the problem of
daily subsistence and comfort, and would be put to the
test in respect to this matter of thought for the morrow.

I believe these precepts are all entirely practical. |
am quite confident Christ meant what he said; the
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difficulty lies in disregard of the conditions in respect
to which his words are to be interpreted.

He not only told men what to do ; he pointed out the
way how to do what he said. In the same discourse in
which he exhorted men to have no anxious thought or
care for food and raiment or for the things of the mor-
row generally, he said, “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.” That tells how to do it; how men
can abandon riches, care, etc. Seek ye first the king-
dom of God; there you will find all these things ; you
are not to be deprived of them ; your Heavenly Father
knoweth you have need of them ; you will find them by
doing his righteousness in his kingdom, and at the same
time be saved from anxious care about them. And at
other times he said that those who followed his precepts
in respect to property, etc., should receive a hundred-
fold more in this life. That does not look as though he
intended to introduce a state of shiftlessness and pov-
erty by any means.

The fact is, people are too apt to look at Christ’s pre-
cepts on these matters as bare moral or spiritual rules
for the guidance of individuals without reference to the
state of society in which they live. And it seems to me
they can be made to bear an intelligible and practical
construction in no other way than by having reference
to the social changes and reconstruction that Christ
aimed at. Let society remain as he found it, and as it
still for the most part is, and those precepts are imprac-
ticable, as the history of Christendom shows.

But he came to make all things new; the change that
the reception of the truths he taught would bring, was
so sweeping and radical that it was represented by the
symbol of the heavens and the earth passing away, and
a new heaven and new earth taking their place, a favor-
ite Oriental mode of describing political and social revo-
lution and reconstruction. The kingdom of heaven, the
kingdom of God, was to supersede the kingdoms of this
world; that kingdom was, or was to be, within men ; it
concerned their hearts and their relations to God and to
one another. Its inner spirit is unity; its outward sign
membership of and in one body, so that they who
believe have all things common and have the same care
one for another. That is Communism. This makes all
his precepts as to wealth, labor, care for the morrow,
etc., eminently and truly practical, and till professing
Christians do seek and find this kingdom of God, the
Unity of the 17th chapter of John, and the Commu-
nism of the Pentecostal Spirit, they must convict them-
selves of professing a faith which they can not or at
least do not show by their works. i W o«

THE CENTURY'S CONUNERUM.

“ The idea of man,” wrote the author of “Woman in
the Nineteenth Century,” ““however imperfectly brought
out, has been far more so than that of woman. She, the
other half of the same thought, the other chamber of
the heart of life, needs now to take her turn in the full

pulsation.”
““Man,” says the author of ““Les Miserables,” “‘was

the conundrum of the eighteenth century, woman is the

conundrum of the nineteenth. ”

Thus a thoughtful man and woman lay upon the
shoulders of this century the task of unriddling the co-
nundrum in which lies tangled the question of woman’s
best development.

It is often said that the position of woman in society
is a criterion of the progress of that society’s civiliza-
tion. Then the society that helps woman to her fullest
“pulsation ” of life will be the most iiighly civilized.
Here is a chance for an honorable contest between ordi-
nary society and Communism. Itisto be hoped that
the contest will be fairly conducted. Ordinary society
is in the majority. It is venerable, while Commun-
ism, as it were, is in its swaddling clothes. Yet if the
cause of Socialism in general, and Communism in par-
ticular, can be impartially tried, it may happily be found
that there is another beside the established order of
society, which can do for woman just what everybody
who has her best interests at heart wishes to be done.

The nineteenth century is doing a good deal for
woman. | should be a churl did 1 not mention with
respect its efforts to help her to the best possible educa-
tional advantages, thus seeking to emancipate her intel-
lectually. But I confess I get tired of hearing so much
about these same advantages, as well as about ““Woman’s
Rights,” ““suffrage,” and so on. | am not impatient
because 1 fail to see the good intention beneath all this
talk and effort, but because from my point of observa-
tion it seems like a sad sort of beating about the bush ; a
waste of pounds and pounds of cure, without the use of
one little ounce of prevention.

Philosophers say that the matter of right development

is very much a matter of right environment. Then that
order of society which wishes to win the prize for help-
ing woman the most, will have to look into this matter
of environment. But for all I can see, ordinary society,
though it has founded colleges for woman, and given
her a chance at all the Latin, Greek, and hard-headed
mathematics and sciences she can master, has not mate-
rially altered her environment, but leaves her in the
same stereotyped social condition which, as much as
any thing else, has helped to make and keep her an un-
derling. In short, society is trying to emancipate
woman intellectually, without emancipating her socially.
I am afraid its task, thus half done, will prove .as futile
as the efforts of the traditional Sisyphus whose doom it
is eternally ““up the high hill to heave the huge, round
stone,” but to see it roll back to his feet again.

From the highest phase of Socialism, viz., Commun-
ism—opractical altruism—I expect better things ; indeed,
nothing less than that it will prove the end of all the
oppressions under which the feminine world now groans.
Am | presumptuous ? Let me ask what is to be expec-
ted from true Communism, but that within its pale
there shall be neither rich nor poor, bond nor free, male
nor female, but each soul shall stand upon its own mer-
its, and develop in the direction of its highest impulses?
Imagine the absurdity in such an organization of talk
about “rights,” or “suffrage,” or the like, with regard
to one sex more than another.

I have said that Communism is yet in its infancy,
while ordinary society is hoary with the wisdom of un-
numbered generations. Forall that, Communities have
already peacefully solved some of the problems puzzling
ordinary society. Inthose Communities retaining mono-
gamic marriage women vote and hold office as well as
men, or in some only the single women and widows
vote. In those Communities given to celibacy or other
than the monogamic form of marriage, woman'’s freedom
to vote and hold office equally with man is specially
marked. In a certain Community which | consider the
most progressive as regards education and the pursuit
of the sciences (though for reasons best known to itself
it has sent a few of its young men abroad to schools and
colleges and none of its young women), yet within its
circle it gives the same educational advantages to women
as to men. To be sure these educational advantages,
owing to this Community’s youth and struggle for exist-
ence, are very meager compared with its desires in this
direction. Considering all things, | can honestly say
that I think woman’s position in Community is already
proved to be intellectually up to the average in ordinary
society, and socially incomparably higher than the
average.

And now, nineteenth century, to your conundrum.
Society, founded on egoism—selfishness; Communism,
founded on altruism—Ilove and unselfishness: which of
you will unriddle the riddle and gain the prize for Help-
ing woman to her noblest being? The world waits.
When the year nineteen hundred comes, let it call for a
trial of merit before an impartial jury.

Observer.

THE WAGE QUESTION.

New York, Sept. 10, 1877.

Editor American Socialist —| am tempted by the
leading article of your paper for Aug. 30th to say a word
upon a subject of deep interest. Half truths are a most
prolific source of error. This is the trouble with our
political economists, when they attempt to treat of
the labor question. An important factor is invariably
omitted, namely, the relation of the worker to the thing
produced.

I find no fault with the Shakers or others who employ
hireling labor, put out money to usury, or profit by any
other method of advantage-taking. As a means of pro-
tection to themselves against the destructive competition
of the business world, or as a means to hasten the adop-
tion of Communism, it is perhaps excusable; but as a
principle, it has no shadow of defense; and if ““Labor
Reform agitators ” regard it as a violation of the princi-
ples professed by Communists, they compliment the
principles, though they may not do entire justice to the
practices.

Whether it is an ““injury or a benefit to the laborer
to be hired and paid liberal wages,” is very wide of the
real question. If a benefit is the immediate result, it
would to that extent be an encouragement to remain in
that false and immoral relation, and put off, rather than
promote, a salutary change. Plainly, ti is a question of
principle, about which there need be no more obfusca-
tion, by special pleading, than as to whether any other
form of wrong-taking was right.

Communists certainly can not contend that the control



of wealth may be properly taken from the producer. So
far as 1 am informed, every successful Community has
guarded it with scrupulous care : onthe ground unques-
tionably, that it belongs to the (Community producing it.
That they generously share with poorer Communities
(of their order) is true, and even to some extent with the
world’s poor. But as to the fact of an active and vigi-
lant control, there can be no question. Have they then
settled the labor question, or only ignored it? Would
an able-bodied member be justly entitled to share in the
results of the combined labor, who persisted in idleness ?
Are not all the comforts, enjoyments and refinements of
life the result of faithful work and earnest endeavor?
If so, he has no claim in or out of Community, who will
not when capable reciprocate the service he requires.
Doing unto others as we would have others do to us is
the ground-work of the Christian principle. “ He that
will not work, neither shall he eat,” is good Scripture.

Since all wealth is derived from work, he who would
seek wealth or the enjoyment of it without work is con-
sciously or unconsciously plotting to rob the worker of
what he has produced. Our present system of trade
being but a modification of the brigandage and piracy of
earlier times, still sanctions practices of the vilest rapac-
ity. It is therefore difficult for the individual, and even
for a small Community, to follow principle in dealing
with the world.  On this ground and no other can 1 even
excuse myself in acquiring profit from hireling labor,
whether directly or by indirect methods, as of rents,
usance or other devices. And now I can not see any
different principle, whether these things are done by an
individual or a Community. 1 acknowledge and de-
plore these false conditions, and will do all in my power
to promote a public sentiment which will make Chris-
tian honesty possible.

The statement in regard to the Oneida Community
and its employes is exceedingly interesting, but is far
from conclusive. In a partnership with which 1 am
familiar it happens that the three partners (Commu-
nists in business matters) with their families number
nearly the same as the men and boys they employ in
their factory. Yet if the families of the employes were
also counted they would number at least three times as
many. It further appears that for three or four years
past the amounts divided between these partners as
profits has in each year been nearly the same as the
amount paid in wages.

Now businesses are not all alike profitable, and the
proportion of employers to employes varies widely in dif-
ferent branches and instances. But | am satisfied from
a long examination of the subject, and from such statis-
tics as are available, that from a general average of all
successful industrial operations a very similar fesult
would be shown. In the case of the O. C., it is not
stated whether the one-half shared by the Community
represents net profits after compensation to such work
as has been done by members of the Community has
been made. If so, the statement might mislead : since
the employes have the whole cost of their own support
and of those dependent on them, to be deducted from
their share.

That the practice of a Community is excusable in this
respect as that of an individual, or of an ordinary part-
nership would be, is not questioned. But it would be
difficult, 1 think, to show that it involves a different
principle, or is more just or liberal. During the last
four years of depression, the firm to which I have allu-
ded has constantly paid wages far in advance of what
labor could have obtained if the rule of competing
rates had been strictly applied, and the same could be
said of thousands of employers all over the country.
But all this does not prove the wage system any the less
cruel or unjust, only that most men in or out of Com-
munity are too humane to take full advantage of it.

I wish to say a word with regard to the quotation
from Mr. Nordhoff. 1 have never supposed there was
any “necessary and natural antagonism between labor
and capital; ” but when asked to infer thence that capi-
tal can not be used to distress the industrious poor, the
“ignorance,” if any, is betrayed on the other side. We
are compelled to conclude that he is ignorant that capi-
tal has been employed to furnish manacles for slaves,
and ships to transport them to bondage in a strange
land; that it is employed to-day in corrupting legisla-
tors, forming credit mobiliers, in plundering the im-
poverished workers of their right to land and home, and
in every system of stock-gambling and corporate mo-
nopoly which greed can devise. In order that capital
may be serviceable ‘‘to the whole mass of those who
have no capital,” it is not only necessary that it should
be employed, but honestly employed. When used to
promote ““wicked, wasteful war,” or to ““corner ” faith-

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

ful industry, monopolize the land (industry’s only re-
source), or organize raids upon the earnings of labor, it
is made a fearful instrument of wrong. “ Hiding in an
old stocking or in the ground,” can do labor little harm,
theoretically. To be of service, it must be used in no
such way as to exploit from work a moiety of its produc-
tions. Such use is not honest, but dishonest in the last
degree. That the adoption of honesty in our useful in-
dustries, and a reciprocal system of exchange, would
unfold a grand and universal cooperative movement,
seems so clear to me, that if permitted I may sometime
try and make it clear to your readers. J. K. Ingaxls.

THE IMPROVED HOMESTEAD.

BY TEBK"EPILIUS.

To the scientific view all human affairs are as com-
pletely the necessitated result of the inter-actions of
natural forces as are the whole circle of inorganic or
plant and animal phenomena. Political Economy
formulates an aspect of this inevitable law-compelled
character of human conditions in the doctrine of the
everlasting reciprocation of supply and demand—the
upper and nether mill-stones which grind out for grist
—whatever has been. Many give to this a fatalistic
twist; given an insuperable natural difficulty of pro-
ducing life-sustaining material, and a uniformly persis-
tent reproductive impulse, the result has been and will
be that ““the poor we have always with us.”

To make the law of supply and demand undeniable
and self-consistent we must give it the widest applica-
cation. What it really means is the constant tendency
of forces to seek equilibrium ; the reactive power that
is in all evils (extreme effects), to right themselves.

There are times when a larger proportion of the
people are pinched by poverty than at other times, or
ordinarily ; at these times there must necessarily be an
increased demand for relief from poverty—a greater
proportionate direction of intelligence and effort upon
the problem of maintaining life.

The present time seems to be the “ dead point ” of the
pendulum in one of these oscillations between “ good”
and ““bad” times. It is needless to enlarge on this;
few but realize it; hundreds of thousands are and long
have been crushed into ffopelessness by that stifling
weight in the air, ““hard times.” We have not space
here to attempt to display the causes of the present
depressed condition of American industry, nor is it
necessary ; there s little honest dispute concerning them.
Suffice it to say, there is to-day a great demand for
the means of sustaining life, and for all facts and ideas
helpful to that aim.

As a physician, when called to a patient, considers
first of all the condition of the circulation, so the
economic student of a period looks first of all at the
monetary phenomena. Eew will deny that the immedi-
ate cause of the present great depression and “ cold and
pinched look of the extremities” is failure of the
money—that is to say, the blood—to circulate freely.
Why it fails to circulate healthfully, we may not in our
short space investigate. We can only say, in brief, that
Capital (the centralizing tendency) has been too greedy ;
beyond the bounds of humanity, good taste and probably
of policy. It has arrogated to itself too great legal
advantage over Labor. There has been a sad congestion
of the circulating fluid at the centers. Our legislation
has wandered far, very far from the straight path of
freedom of individual action and equitably-apportioned
bearing of public burdens. All whose social and
economic views are not preponderantly cannibalistic
should now throw their whole weight for free personal
movement and equitable taxation. This means popular
release from some of the privileges which Capital has
obtained, such as protective tariffs, untaxed bonds;
bank monopolies, railroad land grants, etc., etc. The
working people do not need longer to build up class
privileges by their votes. Armies, navies, palaces,
custom-houses, a powerful and greedy mercantile in-
terest, an array of imposing and expensive statesmen
and superfluous officials—these the people do not need.
The fact is, that the true interest of the workers, as fast
as they find it out, is the displacement of arrogant poli-
ticians by obedient agents, and the depersonalization of
Capital. Capital represents all that the traders have been
able to steal and keep ; it really belongs to the people
in mass, the laborers. With Capital depersonalized, all
would be obliged to labor, but none would need to over-
work.  The present relations between Labor and
Capital are mainly such as the devil himself could most
cordially approve.

But of course the ideal of absolute identification of all
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interests—all working for and with all, instead of each,
trying to cut the other’s throat—although it stands fair
before us, is nevertheless infinitely remote. It is our
privilege as human beings to travel in that direction,
and no general line of policy moving in the opposite
direction can command our approval or support.

Beholding then plainly our goal, ““the greatest good
of the greatest number,” what are some of the obvious
and indispensable first steps toward it ?

Entangled in a net-work of artificial conditions we are
apt to lose thought of the original methods of nature,,
and it is well for us to furbish our recollections of them.
What is the natural cure among wild beasts or wild men
for over-proportion of mouths to subsistence-material ?
Starvation, extinction of the weaker surplus and preser-
vation of the elect tough ones? But this does not seem
to be such a remedy as we are seeking ; civilization must
do better than that or own itself a failure. How then
shall the too many be fed, clothed, and housed? By
frugality, by making use of material hitherto de-
spised? But even this means may not suffice. How
then? Why even a wild pigeon with its mere half-
tea-spoonful of cerebral pulp knows enough when food
gives out in one locality to fly away to another. Here
we have it in a nut-shell, the veritable natural method
for salvation from famine. The sum of immediate
economic wisdom is this : All must be fed ; we can not
allow any to starve ; by labor, by alms, by cozenage, by
rapine, all must live. Now the point is, which is cheap-
er, to support those who can't or don't support them-
selves by labor, in cities and dense communities where
provisions are high-priced, land out of the question, and
the labor-market over-stocked—or to place them where
they can dig out of the virgin soil their own living and
rise at once and forever to the level of independence ?
The answer is self-evident, it is truth so old that it is-
partly forgotten. It was imaged no knowing how long
ago, in the story of Antaeus. We have too many of us
strayed too far away from our base of supplies; we
have forgotten our Mother Earth and are punished
therefor. We cultivate the arid waste of the city pave-
ment, and wonder that we do not get a good living out
of it; we must come back to natural, honest methods of
living, come back to the soil. In point of economies
and of morals there is no entirely clean way of getting
a living save by extracting it with one’s hands from soil
or sea.

The pauperism and want of occupation, which have
become so terrible, are almost entirely confined to the
towns. Why do not these people who are not wanted in
town go out where there is soil-room waiting for them ?

Some do ; but more, from ignorance, apathy, routine,
or want of the means necessary to enable them to move,
continue their wretched hand-to mouth existence in slum
or banlieu, vacillating between crime, beggary and
precarious occupation. Even if they were dumped upon
160 acre homestead of wild land, homeless, and without
even a garden-spot put in cultivation, their condition
would not be very enviable.

(To be Continued").

LETTER FROM COL. DANIELS.

\ Steamer, ““Mary Washington,”
\ Potomac River, Sept. 6, 1877.

Editob American Socialist:— YOUr postal card came
to hand a few moments before I started for my farm,
which is twenty miles down the river from Washing-
ton. So Il ““write as | run.” 1 inclose you our last
circular, which gives the present status of our enter-
prise. We shall stand to its assurances, in spirit,
to the end; but we are ready to accept new light and
modify our plan in consonance with it at all times. 1
desired and designed to travel extensively the present
season, and to visit several of the existing Communities,
and to see and consult with the numerous correspon-
dents who have written us, at some of the centers of
Socialistic activity, but I have been deterred by a series
of accidents.

We are near the end of the old era of competism. It
must go out soon, in bloody revolution or in peaceful
transition.  Faith in God and in the ultimate redemp-
tion of humanity inspires the conviction that we shall
be saved somehow; and all good men and women will
work and pray that it may not be by violence and
bloodshed.

I have been holding some very interesting meetings
among the workingmen of Alexandria. On Friday last
| addressed nearly a thousand people in Market Square,
discussing the competive system, and showing its ruin-
ous consequences in turning machinery and abun-
dance ever against the hard worker. 1 pointed out co-
operative organization of labor and exchange as the
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remedy, and enjoined helpfulness and fraternity as the
proper spirit between capitalists and the laboring men.
These ideas were received with enthusiasm and created
a profound impression.  Another meeting will be held
the present week, which my noble and gifted friend,
Mr. Durant, will address. This uprising in the old
fossil town of Alexandria is a surprise. It is a pleas-
ant one to us who have been sowing the seed so long
with no sign of harvest till now.

A very interesting movement is also taking place in
Washington, in a series of public meetings undertaken
to relieve the growing pauperism of that city. The
wealthy classes are taking hold, and, as you will see by
the discussions, are absorbing some of the wholesome
truths which the American Socialist IS advocating.
Mr. Bryan, the new District Commissioner, is an ad-
mirable man. His address is very fine and touched
all hearts. Yery truly, E. Daniels

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

THUBSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, .1877.

The essay entitled “ The Improved Homestead,” the
first part of which we print this week, is from the pen of
one of our correspondents who has frequently con-
tributed articles to the Sociatist. Itis intended to com-
pete for the prizes offered by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, as
announced in our issue of June 28th. Its suggestions will
undoubtedly impress the Committee as being interesting
and valuable. It is written in a good spirit, by one who
has known what it is to suffer want, and who, well-edu-
cated himself, can feel for the ignorant and helpless who
are struggling for subsistence.

Some Of our correspondents write a little reproach-
fully of the fact that their communications to our paper
do not all get printed. Perhaps others, who do not
write reproachfully, feel so. We have this general
excuse to make for ourselves :  The number of commu-
nications we are now receiving is somewhat larger than
we can make room for, in addition to what we ourselves
write. Therefore we select for publication those which
most commend themselves to us, and put the rest away.
The fact is, the quantity of matter which is of deep in-
terest to Socialists has greatly increased since we started
the Sociatist, and the supply is constantly growing.
So the prospect is that we shall have to discriminate
carefully, using only the best. This fact should not dis-
courage any one from writing; but it should be an in-
centive to every one to take large views of things and
write them out as briefly as possible.

P. S. Eive columns of matter in type have to be left
over this week.

The editors of The Dartmouth, a very handsome
and lively Weekly published by the students of Dart-
mouth College, lately invited John H. Noyes, among
other graduates of that University, to contribute
to its columns. Accordingly he wrote and sent a
memoir of his father, who was a graduate and tutor
at Dartmouth near the close of the last century. The
Dartmouth is publishing the substance of this memoir
in a series. We have received the first number which is
elated Sept. 13. The Editor introduces the series thus:

““We commence, in to-day’s paper, the publication of a
Memoir of Hon. John Noyes, a graduate in the class of 1797,
written by his son, John Humphrey Noyes, of the class of
1830, himself a noted author and editor. Hon. John Noyes
was a tutor in our College, the ‘immortal Daniel’ being
one who passed under his instruction. Later he married
Into the Hayes family (the same which produced our Presi-
dent), and became a member of Congress. His son sets
forth these and other interesting facts in a pleasant manner,
and we think our readers will be glad to read the Memoir.
Mr. Noyes permits us to make extracts from the work, as it
is too long for publication entire.”

The price of The Dartmouth is $2.00 per year, or
7 cents per single number.

We have just received from Col. Daniels a copy of the
third Circular of the “ Cooperative Industrial Associa-
tion ” of Fairfax Co., Yirginia. From it we learn that
they have no time fixed to collect members for their first
colony and begin work. They are endeavoring to raise
ten thousand dollars as a working fund with which to
commence, and they promise to make a practical ex-
periment just as soon as the capital can be obtained.
They announce that only useful workers will be wanted.
There will be ““no soft places for any one.” ““No idlers
will be tolerated for a single day.” Men and women are
to be precisely equal in their Association.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

REPLY TO MR. INGALLS.

We publish this week a letter from Mr. J. K. Ingalls, in
which he criticises the attitude of the Communities on
the Labor Question, as set forth in our issue of August
30th. He entirely ignores the first part of our argu-
ment, in which it was shown that within the Communi-
ties themselves, which comprise an average slice of the
general population, there is no distinction of classes
into rich and poor, but all share equally in the benefits
of wealth. We argued that if this fact could be made
universal the whole questim would be settled; but as
the Communities can not compel the rest of the world
to communize as they do, the next best thing for them
to do, pending that consummation, is to hire people who
are benefited by a chance to earn wages. Mr. Ingalls
takes the position that on principle there is ““no shadow
of defense ” for the employment of hireling labor by the
Communities, although he says that “‘as a means of
protection to themselves against the destructive compe-
tition of the business world, or as a means to hasten
the adoption of Communism, it is, perhaps, excusable.”
He afterward speaks of the relation of the hireling to
his employer as a ““false and immoral relation.” His
idea evidently is that in a perfect state of society the
hiring of one man by another will be regarded as im-
moral, and in this we quite agree with him. We do
not believe that in Heaven one part of the people hire
the other part to work for them, any more than they do
within the Communities. But the society of this world
is, unhappily, far from having attained that perfection.
Here the results of labor are exchanged by means of a
system of buying and selling, of which the hiring of
labor is only a part. So long as the present system
holds there can be no distinction between buying labor
and buying any thing else. When a person buys a hat or
a pair of shoes he buys the material of which they are
composed plus the labor of making them. The firm
who manufacture the shoes buy the leather and the
labor separately at different prices, and sell them to-
gether in the finished shoe at one price. But it is no
worse, in a moral point of view, to buy labor and mate-
rial separately than to buy them together, as every one
must do who buys any thing whatever.

Evidently the whole system of buying and selling
must be done away before the hiring of labor can
be avoided. And this doing away with buying and
selling is just what the Communities are preaching to
the world and practicing within their own circles. On
the same principle that the labor reformers condemn
the buying of labor, the Communists condemn the buy-
ing of any thing. They would like to see all property
owned in common, each person equally enjoying the
benefits of it, each laboring in the occupation he is best
fitted for, and none laboring more than four or five
hours per day. But on the ground of unavoidable ac-
commodation, they buy of those who will go on with
the buying system, and in so doing are just as free to
buy labor as any thing else. It is evident enough that
the rich can and do, in many cases, oppress the poor
terribly under the present system of private ownership
and competism ; but we think the only way for the poor
to escape from the oppression is to throw up selfish
ownerships entirely, and work together in some form
of Cooperation or Communism.

We content ourselves with this general answer to Mr.
Ingalls, not caring to enter into a great scattering con-
troversy on all the points which turn up in his letter, or
to go into a minute defense of our own position. We
agree with nearly all that he says, if we are allowed to
put our own construction upon it. For instance, the
point he makes in regard to the relation of labor to
production is all right to us, with the understanding that
labor with the brain is as valuable and has as good
rights as labor with the hands. ““If a man will not
work, neither shall he eat,” is a good rule; but the
author of it expressly and repeatedly declared that
spiritual labor entitles a man to eat, as well as manual
labor. Such rules must not be taken in the narrow
sense which is given to the word labor in the popular
controversy between ““Labor and Capital,” because it is
quite likely that there is as much real labor on the
side of Capital as on the other side.

Indeed, there seems to have been no need of our
answering Mr. Ingalls at all; for he justifies himself,
and of course justifies us, on the practical point of doing
the best one can with a difficult case of conscience in the
present state of things.

We are perfectly aware that the Labor Question is
one on which it is very difficult to bring all classes of
people to an agreement, and that consequently the dis-
cussion of it on abstract theories would never terminate,

if left to run its course. What is wanted is the best
practical suggestion for relieving the poor from their
troubles. We have made and are making our sugges-
tion. It is a peaceable and feasible one. Let those
who criticise it, also suggest a better plan—if they can.
We trust this answer will require no further debate.

POSITIVISM AND SPIRITUALISM.

11 An Epitome of the Positive Philosophy and Religion,
explanatory of the Society of Humanity in the City of New
York, together with the Constitution and Regulations of that
Society; to which is added an important letter of Harriet
Martineau in regard to her Religious Convictions. Published
by the Society of Humanity, 141 Eighth-st, New York.”

Sent to the Ameeican Socialist for reVieW.

with all possible inducement and disposition to be
courteous and liberal toward this publication and its
authors we can not find in ourselves any honest sympa-
thy with their teachings about the principal things of
this universe. At the same time we have no inclination
for controversy with them. The questions which they
handle, relating to the existence of spirits and spiritual
worlds, are in our view not questions of law, to be de-
cided by arguments or assertions of thinkers, but ques-
tions of fact, to be settled by the testimony of witnesses.
Spiritualism is the proper respondent to Positivism.
The two systems came up together, and now stand con-
fronting each other in a trial not yet finished. The prop-
er function of Positivism is to demand unquestionable
facts and sweep out of court all the credulities and pious
illusions which have accumulated about religion. In
this function it is thoroughly useful. On the other
hand, Spiritualism professes to produce the facts which
Positivism calls for—facts which prove the existence of
spirits and spiritual worlds. We are satisfied that it has
done so to a certain extent, and that the Positivists have
not examined its facts so far as they have been pro-
duced, and of course have not destroyed its power over
those who have examined them. The a 'priori argu-
ments of ten thousand Comtes and Spencers are of no
avail against convictions which come by honest atten-
tion to solid phenomena. Ifit is said in reply that Spirit-
ualism has been bankrupted by its impostures and failed
to overcome the skepticism of the scientific world, we
answer, the trial is not finished ; the witness has not got
through his testimony ; perhaps the best half of it is
yet to come. Spiritualism has at least already produced
an impression on the civilized world as great as that
of Positivism—enough to maintain a fair balance
against it. When the facts are all in, there will doubt-
less be a decision for one side or the other which will
overwhelm doubt and take the world by storm. That
is what the Positivists are ambitious to do and think
they are doing; but we shall see. We expect that
Christian Spirituatism, Which is yet in reserve—
the old Spiritualism of Christ and the Primitive Church
and the Second Appearing—will come to the front with
its facts before the trial is closed. Any how the world
has got beyond argument, and will wait—at least we
shall—for the decision compelled by the “ logic of
events.”

We have said that Positivism and Spiritualism came
up together; butthey did not come from the same quar-
ter. They are the results respectively of two great systems
of education. Positivism is the culminating product of
the old European aristocratic education of the colleges.
Spiritualism is the culminating product of a new demo-
cratic system of education which sprung up in this country
half a century ago, under the stimulus of our Revivals,
District Schools, popular Lyceums and Lectures, Anti-
Slavery debates, etc. This system set the thinking masses
of this country to studying the highest branches of physi-
co-metaphysics when it introduced them to Phrenology ;
and from that beginning it has carried them through the
mysteries of Mesmerism, Animal Magnetism, Reichen-
bach’s Odic Philosophy, Clairvoyance, and finally to
Spiritualism. We call this the democratic system of
education, and as such it is of course for the present too
infantile in its ways and results to get acknowledgment
from its aristocratic rival. But it is making a good fight
for existence, and it is taking lessons from its enemies.
The strength of the people is in it. It belongs to the
great movement of the masses which gave birth to the
free institutions of this country and which is working in
the growth of Socialisms. It is acknowledged on all
hands that the success of free institutions depends, not
on the colleges, but on general education, and to us it is
the most hopeful sign of the perpetuity of popular gov-
ernment, that general education is turning toward the
exploration of the spiritual world. We do not wonder
that Positivists, without any spiritual outlook, are hope-
less of Republicanism. Free government, which is self
government, whether in the national or the communistic



sphere, will be safe only when it has learned to look up-
ward and find harmony in the pervading and persuasive
influence of perfected spirits. These views and hopes
make Positivism to us a voice from the tombs. At the
same time we find ourselves strangely in sympathy with
prominent Positivists—indebted to them for unusual,
much-needed and very helpful friendship. What this
means is a mystery. To us it seems to be unconscious
inspiration on the part of men who do not believe in in-
spiration.  Certainly it is the meeting of extremes.
Well, we must patiently wait for the decision by facts
and ““the survival of the fittest.”

MALTHUS AND THE ANIMALS.

A XiAte number of the N. Y. Graphic contains an ar-
ticle on ““Malthusianism,” in which the writer under-
takes to show that Malthus was “‘an ingenious
but superficial reasoner.” The method he adopts for
demonstrating this is so satisfactory to himself that he
says near the close of his article: ““It must be plain
that the Malthusian theory is only another bugbear of
the political economists. Did space permit, it might be
readily shown that there is really more to be feared
from scarcity of population than over-population.” But
his logic seems to us decidedly faulty. Here is one of
his points :

“Is it true that population tends to increase more rapidly
than the means of support? We hold that it is not only
untrue, but that it is inconsistent with observed facts. Man
depends for support on the animal and vegetable kingdoms.
Of the animals used for human food the natural increase is
enormously more rapid than that of man. At the period
when human beings become parents the animals on which
they depend for food have reached the period of old age.
It is palpable that no mathematical or even arithmetical cal-
culation is needed to show that the natural increase of the
animals used as food is immeasurably more rapid than that
of mankind as a consumer of animal food. In the vegetable
kingdom the comparison is still more obvious.”

It is a known fact that the earth, or any portion of it,
will support more people when cultivated by tillage
than when used for grazing. History shows that a
country can not become densely peopled while its in-
liabitants depend on their herds for sustenance. The
wild shepherd tribes which settled northern Europe had
to keep moving from place to place as the pasturage
sbecame thin. The Tartars and Bedouins are obliged to
do so now. It is only when they become civilized
enough to till the soil and raise regular crops that they
can live in one place. The reason is obvious. The
flesh of animals is only vegetable food concentrated. A
field which is large enough to support a sufficient num-
ber of cattle or sheep to furnish food for a family of ten
persons would easily support a much larger number
who tilled the soil and lived on vegetables, grains and
fruits.  This is the fact as it concerns domestic animals.
Where people have few or no tame animals, but live by
hunting wild ones, as did the North American Indians,
the population will be still more sparse than among
the shepherd tribes. So the question goes back to the
vegetable world, after all. If Malthus proved that the
soil does not keep pace in productiveness with the in-
crease of the human race, it is nonsense to assume that
animals which depend on the soil will supply the defi-
ciency. If men as agriculturists can not keep the food
supply up to the progress of population, they certainly
can not as herdsmen.

Probably the kink which the Graphic writer got into
his brain, and which led him astray, came from reflecting
on the rapid natural increase of animals used for food,
without looking on all sides of the matter. His remark
that “ at the period when human beings become parents,
the animals on which they depend for food have reached
the period of old age,” shows this. But he forgets that
they are to be all this time used as food, and that this
effectually keeps down their increase. Swine, for exam-
ple, multiply by litters of ten or a dozen young, and, as
cared for on fertile farms in comfortable stys, would soon
become very numerous—if none of them ‘'were eaten.
But suppose a drove of them were turned into the
ields to hunt up their own food, and that the owner and
his sons and daughters, men-servants, and maid-servants,
lived principally on their flesh ? They would be fortu-
nate pigs if they were not exterminated. The “ natural
increase” of no race of animals is ““enormously more
erapid than that of man,” where man lives on those
animals. If the animals ate men as often as men eat the
animals, this notion might apply. But the eating of
flesh is all done by the humans, with an occasional excep-
tion in; favor of lions, tigers, and other animals fewce

. naturae. Some stronger arguments than this will be
needed to upset the propositions of Malthus.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

“THE GREAT COMMUNITY.”

THE IDEA TAKES BOOT.

In response to our article on ** The Great Community ”
a correspondent in Kansas writes:

‘“ The article in a late No. of the Ameeican Socialist, €n-
titled * The Great Community,” | have read over carefully,
and feel a deep interest in the subject. I can say truthfully
that I believe in and confess my membership in this Great
Community; and | earnestly hope that the time is not far
distant when all who thus believe—and I think there are very
many—will confess the Universal Community, and ‘ begin to
seek one another out, and to enter into practical acquaint-
ance and union.” 1 have long been tired and disgusted with
the fashion and vanity of the world, and will hail the day
when ‘love and simplicity shall take their place.’ Three
cheers for the * Great Community,’ and three times three for

the American Socialist.”

A correspondent in Sfc. Louis, writes :

“1 was gratified at reading your article on the “Great
Community ' in the American Sociatist, and also another
article with your initials in a subsequent number on the
‘ Center of Socialism.” 1 was the more gratified from the
fact that, so far as | recollect, they are the only articles
which | have seen in the paper since | subscribed which
point directly to the one sole foundation for man’s true life,
individual or social—Christ’s Gospel. If any two men by
the grace of God receive the light and the power to apply
and appropriate to themselves the 15th chapter of Corinth-
ians, the 17th of John, the 8th of Bomans, those two men
wofild be bound together by a chain of love which nothing
earthly could dissolve ; all their external relations would in-
fallibly adjust themselves aright.”

Another correspondent, in Minnesota, writes:

““Have read your good letter on the ‘ Great Community’
in American Sociatist for Aug. 9th. 1 confess my member-
ship ; but am alone, all, all alone as on a wide, wide sea, and
will have to be as long as | live | suppose—for | can not sub-
mit to any kind of humbug. | disagree with Oneida Com-
munity on sexual relations and theology; agree with the
Shakers on celibacy, but detest their dancing; agree, per-
haps, nearest with the Icarians, although they marry. Am |
wrong, blind? Or are all others wrong? It is hell to be
alone, but worse to be a hypocrite. In my paper, the
Truth Teller, have been some thoughts about L’ Union So-
eiale, somewhat similar to what you propose.”

This last letter suggests the remark that the object
for which the article on the * Great Community ” was
written was the promotion of heart unity and the spirit
of agreement between all men and women who have
honest and good hearts. This, it seems to us, is the
one, supreme object to be sought. It is the key of
Socialism.

In the first number of the Amebican Socialist, in an
appeal for union addressed to the several American
Communities, we said:

‘“If the several Communities will candidly study the mat-
ter, 1 am sure they will find that the attainment of this re-
sult [mutual acquaintance and cooperation] need not be
difficult nor far off. Let them begin by cultivating sympa-
thy, fellowship and personal intercourse in matters where
they agree and which are common to them all. I think they
will find that these are the most essential points ; and if they
can come into practical, heart unity on these, the most im-
portant part of the work will be done. * * * * No one
need fear that by coming into unity with others he will lose
any real truth. That unity is the channel through which he
may combine it with all other truth, and preserve it as an
eternal inheritance. The only things that will be lost are
errors, illusions and disunity—a glorious deliverance.”

What was then said to the old established Communi-
ties we would now say to all Socialists, and to all who
are working for better conditions of human life in this
world. Awake, O friends, to the supreme importance
of heart unity and harmony ! Let us cultivate the spirit
of agreement, and give our intellectual differences and
theories leave to drop into the background. If those
theories and divergencies hold in them any thing of
value to ourselves or to mankind, the spirit of agree-
ment will bring all minds and hearts to them and lift
them into their true place. If they are worthless, in the
broad sunshine and joy of universal unity they will be
forgotten and unmourned. Forms are nothing, special
crystallized types of organization are not imperative.
““Neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir-
cumcision ; but faith which worketh by love.” Neither
Shakerism, nor complex marriage, neither monogamy
nor polygamy, neither celibacy nor free love, are essen-
tial ; but the spirit of agreement which will fill every
one with a supreme passion for heart unity. Out of
this will be born by the irresistible processes of inspired
evolution the forms of organization and relation which
are best and most joy-producing, the life most full of
Goodness, Beauty and Truth.

From of old the word has come to us that it is the
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purpose of the Heavenly Father, in the latter days, to
“ gather together in one all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven and which are on earth.” The dawning
light of the great day of Unity seems to be breaking
upon the world. Else what means the interest in Spir-
itualism and Socialism which is springing forth in all
lands? The barriers that have divided the seen and un-
seen worlds are breaking down. The so-called dead are
coming back to intercourse and fellowship, perhaps
soon to visibility. Along with this is arising the thought
in multitudes of minds that the conditions of human
life here are not what they ought to be, that the dis-
unity and competism are intolerable and unworthy, and
that a new effort should be made in the interest of
brotherhood and love. Thus the heavens and the earth
are moving for the recognition of the Great Community.
Friends, let us drop our differences, our selfishness, our
sectarianism, our non-essential crotchets, and join the
great movement. Let us agree to work for heart unity,
live for it, and if need be die forit. Theo. L. Pite

THE BRADLAUGH-BESANT TRIAL,
OR

THE POPULATION QUESTION.

V1.

Continuing her argument on the question of obscenity,
Mrs. Besant shows how a single passage ““might be
used to destroy a whole book if, as the Solicitor-Gener-
al has done, you were to pick out a passage most likely
to prejudice the book.” She put it to the gentlemen of
the jury that in every one of several books, forming
a part of standard English literature, which all of
them had in their libraries, they ““could find passages
which, if taken by themselves, might be said to have a
tendency to vitiate and corrupt,” and she affirmed, with-
out apparent fear of contradiction, that ‘‘ in every great
dramatist of England they would find such passages:”

““l take Shakespeare as an example, whom no one would
desire to see blotted out of our literature, and imagine that
some spy of some society—-we will say of the Society for the
Suppression of Vice—took one of Shakespeare’s poems, such
as ‘Venus and Adonis,’ and founded a prosecution on it.
We all know that it would break down. But you must not
forget that a publisher’s prosecution means an enormous
amount of damage to him, whether a verdict is obtained or
not. Some people (two or three in every town) devoted to
us, and wishing to serve us in the same way that Hethering-
ton was served, though most unwisely, might institute prose-
cutions against other booksellers for selling works of a similar
character. Imagine the number of prosecutions to which
your verdict would give rise. You would throw open prose-
cutions against every bookseller in London, with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of some little publisher who has not the power
or the capital to publish books that the public want to read.
You do not want to throw open the door to every mischievous
man who seeks notoriety, to prosecute such publishers as
Churchill, Longman, and Smith. | might also allude to the
works of Mr. Bohn, who will be one of the witnesses for the
defense in this case, and whose Standard Library gives text-
books for the education of your sons in every public school
in England. Do you want to offer a premium to every mis-
erable spy, who may wish to ruin these men by the chance
he possesses of getting a verdict in his favor? | would re-
mind you that you are going to take the effect of language
into consideration, and you will see that the comparison be-
tween Knowlton and these dramatists, on the question of the
effect on the passions, is in Knowlton’s favor, because medi-
cal books have no tendency to arouse sexual feelings. If
you want a book of an improper character you must carefully
avoid physiological works. Your common sense tells you
that a medical book is a book that no man or woman
would read for the purpose of arousing sexual passions of
any kind. 1| will come to that in a later portion of my
speech. If you want to arouse sexual passions you might
do so by some foul works, and you might even do so by
some of the grandest of our dramatists and novelists. You
will find passages calculated to arouse sexual passions in
Fielding, Congreve and Wycherly, but you will never arouse
that passion by dry physiological details put forward in dry
technical language. | put that to you because | say that
while the language in many of these books would arouse the
sexual passons far more than the language of any medical
book, it would be an utter blunder—I say it would almost be
a crime—to prosecute these books because of occasional
coarse passages in them.”

Then taking up the remark of the Solicitor-General,
that the jury were the guardians of public morals—with
which she agreed—she urged upon them that they could
in no way evade the responsibility put upon them,
whatever the learned Judge’s opinion might be ; and
proceeded to explain the motives and objects of herself
and co-defendant in challenging the verdict of a jury as
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they had done in this case; and most eloquently and
forcibly pleaded for

THE EIGHTS OF FREE DISCUSSION:

““Gentlemen, the question for your consideration is
whether in days to come you would wish your names to be
handed down to posterity among the juries who by their
verdicts have induced freedom, or whether they shall be
handed down with those who have narrowed freedom, those
who, in cases such as this, wherein liberty of discussion has
been concerned, have returned verdicts of repression, ver-
dicts afterwards to be reversed, as all such verdicts are, on
appeal to the higher court of posterity. Do you, gentlemen,
think for one moment that myself and my co-defendant are
fighting the simple question of the sale or publication of this
sixpenny volume of Dr. Knowlton’s? Do you think that we
would have placed ourselves in the position in which we are
at the present moment for the mere profit to be derived
from a sixpenny pamphlet of forty-seven pages? No, itis
nothing of the sort; we have a much larger interest at stake,
and one of vital interest to the public, one which we shall
spend our whole lives in trying to uphold. The question
really is one of the right to public discussion by means of
publication, and that question is bound up in the right to
sell this sixpenny pamphlet which the Solicitor-General des-
pises on account of its price. We are not fighting simply
to obtain your verdict for the sake of selling this work. I,
personally, don’t care, if your verdict is in my favor, to sell
another copy. | sell it so long as the detective police spies
and secret agents of a society calling itself a Vice Society
resort to the practices that they do to get respectable book-
sellers into trouble ; so long as that goes on, so long shall
we endeavor to uphold those principles which we maintain
with reference to the right of public discussion, by fighting
this great battle until we win ultimate success. This pam-
phlet is valuable to us just as is the piece of silk to the sol-
dier who wins the battle for his country . it is the flag which
represents the cause we have at stake. Itis with that feel-
ing—and that feeling alone—that we stand here to day to up-
hold the right to publish this pamphlet, and | fight that I
may make here the right of open and free discussion on a
great and important social subject. There are various rights
of speech which the public enjoy. The right of discussion
in theology is won ; the right of publicly discussing politics
is won ; but as to discussion on social subjects, there is at
present no right. There will be this day week, if your ver-
dict is in our favor, because, you may depend upon it, that
verdict once given no one will ever go against it, every one
will then feel free to discuss a. point of vital interest to so-
ciety ; but till that verdict, that right is not one which can
be exercised with impunity. However much you may dis-
agree with Dr. Knowlton’s theories—and | don’t pretend to
agree with him on all his points—however much 1 say you
disagree, that is no reason why you should brand his book as
obscene. Difference of opinion is not to be taken as proof of
obscenity against any particular subject, and the more you
may differ in opinion from Knowlton so much the more
jealously should you guard his right of discussion. If it
were only to gain your sympathies with Dr. Knowlton’s work,
I would not waste your time or mine here to-day; butitis
because | want you, by your verdict, to lay down this great
and just principle—that opinion, honestly given opinion,
honestly expressed opinion, freely and fairly published, shall
not be prevented public expression because a police-officer
does not agree with the opinion so expressed upon matters
in which probably he is not at all informed. I have in my
hand the opinion of Mr. John Stuart Mill, in which he
treats of the right to free discussion : he says, in his Essay
on Liberty: ‘Butl deny the right of the people to exer-
cise such coercion, either by themselves or by their Govern-
ment. The power itself is illegitimate : the best Government
has no more title to it than the worst. It is as noxious, or
more noxious when exerted in accordance with public opin-
ion, than when in opposition to it. If all mankind, minus
one, were of one opinion, and only one person were of the
contrary opinion, mankind would be no more justified in
silencing that one person, than he, if he had the power,
would be justified in silencing mankind.” | put it to you that
a medical work, published by a medical man of eminence to
raise a great public and social question, must not be branded
as obscene because you disagree with it; but the more you
disagree the more you are bound to give weight to the argu-
ments we put forward here. But, after all, does any single
one of you believe that my co-defendant and myself desired,
in publishing this work, that it should tend to corrupt the
morals of the public? This is not a question merely of pub-
lishing an indecent work. For what reason are we dragged
here—a man and a woman whose whole lives disprove the al-
legation against us ? What hidden motive is there for bringing
us here to answer so monstrous an accusation? Whiteside
once said of a prosecution in which he defended the prisoner
(and may not his words be used to-day with reference to the
present proceedings ?) : ‘ The whole object of this unprece-
dented prosecution is to stifle the discussion of a great public
question. Viewed in this light, all other considerations
sink into insignificance ; its importance becomes vast indeed.
Destroy the right to free discussion and you dry up the
sources of freedom. By the same means by which your
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liberties were won can they be increased or defended.” It is
said that that principle of free discussion may be carried too
far, but Whiteside, whom | have just quoted, deals with that
point, in reference to prosecutions on these matters. He
holds that prosecutions, with regard to divisions of opin-
ion, are unjust and unfair, as | shall show you this
prosecution is in a few minutes. ‘ Quarrel not,” he says,
‘with the partial evils free discussion creates, nor seek to
contract the enjoyment of that greatest privilege within the
narrow limits timid men prescribe. With the passing mis-
chiefs of its extravagance contrast the prodigious blessings
it has heaped upon man. Free discussion gave to Europe
the reformation, which 1 have been taught to believe
the mightiest event in the history of the human race
—illuminated the world with the radiant light of spiritual
truth. May it shine with steady and increasing splendor.
Free discussion gave to England the revolution, abolished
tyranny, swept away the monstrous abuses it rears, and
established the liberties under which we live. Free discus-
sion, since that glorious epoch, has not only preserved, but
purified our constitution, reformed our laws, reduced our
punishments, and extended its wholesome influence to every
portion of our political system. The spirit of inquiry it
creates has revealed the secrets of nature—explained the
wonders of the creation, teaching the knowledge of the
stupendous works of God. Arts, sciences, civilization,
freedom, pure religion, are its noble realities. Would you
undo the labors of science, extinguish literature, stop the
efforts of genius, restore ignorance, bigotry, barbarism, then
put down free discussion, and you have accomplished all.
Savage conquerors, in the blindness of their ignorance, have
scattered and destroyed the intellectual treasures of a great
antiquity. Those who make war on the sacred right of free
discussion, without their ignorance, imitate their fury.
They may check the expression of some thought, which
might if uttered, redeem the liberties or increase the happi-
ness of man. The insidious assailants Of this great preroga-
tive of intellectual beings, by the cover under which they
advance, conceal the character of their assault upon the
liberties of the human race. They seem to admit the liberty
to discuss—blame only its extravagance, pronounce hollow
praises on the value of freedom of speech, and straightway
begin a prosecution to cripple or destroy it." That is exactly
what our prosecutors are to-day trying to do; don’t forget
that stopping us in our object will only tend to cause some
others to rise on the same subject, who may do better than
those who went before them; but if you find a verdict of
guilty against us you may stop the discussion of the whole
population question until we try the matter again. 1 will
ask you whether, when 1 unfold to you the nature of this
prosecution, you will not feel that Knowlton is not guilty of
using the word marriage to cover obscenity, but rather that
the prosecution is using the name of Knowlton to smother
the right of free discussion and free press in this country.”
(To be Continued).

A WORD FOR KANSAS.

Editor American Socialist —Cherokee County in
the south-east corner of Kansas, is favorably situated and
endowed by nature, to become rich in both material
and mental wealth. Its pioneers have suffered poverty,
hardship, and great injustice from the G-overnment in
regard to the land, but they are intelligent, enterprising,
and progressive, and a score or more are reading, think-
ing, and talking about a higher life than that of the
world at large. An abundance of lead, coal, grain,
vegetables and fruits, and a mild, healthy climate, are
considerations that will attract hither a large population,
with a good proportion of minds that must and will tend
more and more toward the help-one-another life and the
gradual abandonment of a selfish and unprofitable one.

Four months ago a rich vein of lead was discovered
on Short Creek, and the number of people who have
gathered there (said to be five thousand), and the
amount of mining and building that has been done there,
is, 1 think, unparalleled.

Hundreds of poor men rushed to that rough and
hitherto solitary place, with ““lead on the brain” in
more than one sense, and little or no money, but hope-
ful. These men have come only to live hard and dig,
sweat, and rough it, and fail to find a “ shine,” after
spending all their little means, and then give it up.
Hundreds of abandoned shafts from five to thirty feet
deep attest the truth of what I say. The lead is there,
but so deep that it requires capital and machinery to get
it and this capital and machinery are getting it and
making money, while their employes just live from hand
to mouth. Some poor men who sleep on the ground
under a tent, or in some rude cabin, are still at work
inspired by the hope, the only hope, that ““lead on the
brain ” will soon be lead in the hand. Many are idle
and spending their time in saloons and in bad company.

As | surveyed the scene | said to myself : what a pity
all these antagonistic brains and muscles could not be
of “one mind and one heart” and work for and not

against each other. 1 have said there are in this county
a score of men and women who have more or less the
spirit of and a desire for Communistic and Cooperative
life. They have read much, and reflected much upon
the subject, and some of them are developed out of the
selfish, grab-all feeling. We have had lectures and
public discussions on Communism, and all admit the
superiority of that kind of life if all were prepared to
live it. We are in communication with several persons
who intend to form a Community fifty miles north-west
of us. The spirit of Communism has grown fast in this
region in seven years; but it is not that “riotous
Communism” which the N. Y. Tribune speaks of in-
discriminately.  Horace Greeley once said: *“ Our-
evils are social, not political,” but his editorial suc-
cessors do not seem to think so.

Be assured that south-east Kansas is and will be a
fertile field for the growth and preparation of community
material, physical, mental, social and spiritual.

Yours truly, J. H. Cook

PRESENT CONCDITION OF THE ICARIAN

OMMUNITY.

SEPTEMBER, 1877.

The Icarian Community is based on the principles of com-
mon property, Fraternity and Equality.

It is instituted for the welfare of its members and also for
the benefit of the whole human kind, to which it desires to
present a system of social organization that will bring forth
peace and happiness among men and nations.

This Community was founded by E. Cabet in 1848. It is
situated in Adams county, lowa. The C. B. and Q. B, B.,
which connects Burlington and Council Bluffs, crosses its
property; the Icarian village is located 2| miles from Corn-
ing, which is the nearest depot.

The domain of Icaria is composed of 2,150 acres of land.
700 acres are cultivated, 400 are timber land, and the remain-
der is prairie pasture. It comprises also a little quarry of good
building stone, which, as yet, has not been regularly worked.

The Icarian village is built on the bluff rising from the
valley of the Nodaway river. In the center is a large build-
ing 60 feet by 30, containing a unitary kitchen and dining-
hall. This hall is used also as a meeting-room and for Com-
munity amusements, such as singing, dancing and theatrical
representations. The library containing about 2,000 books-
is on the second floor.

Around the central building, on the side of a parallelo-
gram, are arranged a score of white cottages, which are the
residences of the members of the Community.

A unitary bakery-room and a laundry, containing a horse-
power washing-machine, are also within easy reach of the
center.

The Icarian family is composed of eighty persons; but
wishing to increase their number as fast as possible, they
accept members every year according to their means and the
number of their houses.

Horses, from thirty to forty in number, are well lodged in
the stone basement of a large newly-constructed barn. 140’
head of cattle, 600 sheep, several hundreds of hogs, a large
quantity of hens and chickens, and the produce of their
farm, furnish to the Icarians the greater part of their food,,
besides several thousand dollars in cash yearly. A full set of
improved agricultural machinery is also in their possession.

At present, their mechanical industry is limited to a saw
and grist-mill, moved by a steam-engine. This mill provider
the Community with all the flour and building timber that is
wanted, besides its outside sales. Small shops for shoemak-
ers, blacksmiths, carpenters, wagon-makers and cooper”, all
for the special use of Icaria, are included in the village.

For the conditions of admission, all those wishing to be
admitted are invited to address themselves by letter to the
Icarian Committee, which will take pleasure in sending them
all the informationwanted. Address: Icaria, Corning, lowa-

Editors will please copy the above.
M. Sauna, President.

HEAR WALLACE.

The Popular Science Monthly seems to be giving
both sides of the question about Spiritualism a fair
hearing. The number for September, in a supplement,
contains a very able article by Arfred Russelt Wal-
1ace, criticising Dr. Carpenter’s late fulmination against
Spiritualism. The following paragraphs and note are-
taken from the conclusion of Mr. Wallace’s article :

“ While maintaining as strongly as any one that new or dis-
puted theories should be subjected to the fullest and severest,
criticism, | yet hold that this should not involve either mis-
representation or what has been termed the ‘ conspiracy of
silence.” Itis, at the best, hard enough for new truths to-
make their way against the opposing forces of prepossession
and indifference; and, bearing this in mind, I would ask
whether it is in the interests of human progress and in ac-
cordance with right principles,, that those who have the ear
of the public should put forth, under the guise of impartial
history, a thoroughly one-sided and erroneous account of a.



disputed question. It may be said that errors and misstate-
ments can be exposed, .and will only injure the author of
them ; but, unfortunately, this is not so. The popular view
of a subject like this is sure of a wide circulation, and
writers in the daily and weekly papers increase its publicity,
whereas few read the answer, and the press decline or refuse
to make it known.* As the very existence of the press de-
pends on popularity, this is inevitable ; but it none the less
throws a great responsibility on those who possess this
popularity if they mislead public opinion by inaccuracy or
the suppression of facts.

** A striking proof of the above statement has been quite recently fur-
nished us. The letter given below was sent by Dr. Slade to Prof. E. K.
Lankester. It would seem to exhibit, in a high degree, the characteris-
tics of truth, fairness, and charity. No answer was received. The
press, moreover, refused to publish it, and the daily press, one and all,
refused to insert it even as an advertisement!

“1Prof. E. R. Lankesteb—

“““Deab Sib Dr. Slade, having in some measure recovered from
his very severe illness, and his engagement to St. Petersburg having
been postponed (by desire of his friends there) till the autumn, desires
me to make the following offer:

“*“He is willing to return to London for the express and sole purpose
of satisfying you that the slate-writing occurring in his presence is in
no way produced by any trickery of his. For this purpose he will come
to your house unaccompanied by any one, and will sit with you at your
own table, using your own slate and pencil; or, if you prefer to come to
his room, it will suit him as well.

“‘In the event of any arrangement being agreed upon, Slade would
prefer that the matter should be kept strictly private.

“‘As he never can guarantee results, you shall give him as many as
six trials, and more if it shall be deemed advisable.

“‘And you shall be put to no charge or expense whatever.

“‘You on your part shall undertake that during the period of the
sittings, and for one week afterward, you will neither take, nor cause to
be taken, nor countenance, legal proceedings against him or me.

“*That if in the end you are satisfied that the slate-writing is pro-
duced otherwise than by trickery, you shall abstain altogether from fur-
ther proceedings against us, and suffer us to remain in England, if we
choose to do so, unmolested by you.

“ “If, on the other hand, you are not satisfied, you shall be at liberty
to proceed against us, after the expiration of one week from the conclu-
sion of the six or more experiments, if we are still in England. You
will observe that Slade is willing to go to you without witnesses of his
own, and to trust entirely to your honor and good faith.

“‘Conscious of his own innocence, he has no malice against you for
the past. He believes that you were very naturally deceived by appear-
ances, which, to one who had not previously verified the phenomena
under more satisfactory conditions, may well have seemed suspicious.

““ *Should we not hear from you within ten days from this date, Slade
will conclude that you have declined his offer.

“““1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

“*J. Simmons.

37 Spui-stbaat, The Hague, May 7, 1877."”

The Rev. Adirondack Murray preached in Springfield on
Sunday. His evening sermon was on - The Religion of the
Future.” He alluded to the view held by some good people
that Christianity will ultimately give place to some other re-
ligion, which will be more helpful to the poor and ignorant
in giving them good homes, wholesome food, adequate and
economical medical attendance and inexpensive burial. He
then explained that the religion of the future would be a
Christianity that should do all these things, and that the
‘* theology ” on Andover hill would be taught how to minis-
ter to sick people in city tenement-houses, and that the New
England churches would learn that Christianity is not the-
ology, not thinking and believing, but being and doing
good. As for himself, he had not consulted a commentary
for six years, nor looked into any book in preparing his ser-
mons but the Bible and dictionary for two years and a-half.
When the religion of the future prevails, neither Rome nor
Brooklyn will be considered as centers of authority. At
present we have better school-houses than tenements, more
philosophical apparatus in Boston than bath-tubs, but the
religion of the future will set all ratios right.

— Windermere Forum.

Madam Cabet, widow of the celebrated Communist of that
name, died at Saint-Mande in France lately at the age of 84.
Her husband died in St. Louis in 1856, after having estab-
lished a Communistic association at Nauvoo, the former home
of the Mormons.. That association was dissolved after Cabet’s
death, but a portion of the members moved into lowa and
established a community on like principles, which is still
flourishing.

On a California ranch, recently, wheat which was standing
in the ear at a quarter before five in the morning was eaten as
biscuit at quarter before seven, having been cut, threshed,
ground and baked in two hours.

It was Richard Grant White who casually remarked that
‘“he who can write what is worth the reading may make his
own grammar.”  Whereupon the reliable mocker of the
Hawkeye responds  ** Those is which we has always did, Mr.
White. ”

An Englishman, in conversation with Mr. Lincoln, said,
‘“Why, no gentleman in England blacks his own boots, you
know.”—*“Pshaw! ” replied Lincoln, ““whose boots do they
black ? ”

One of the Communities furnishes this joke :

A new method of gaining time was suggested by Mr. D.
—our Irish laborer, the other day. He said that he wrote a
letter to his brother in Ireland, about the middle of last De-

vcember, but ““dated it January the first, so as to have it
.make good spade.”
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Don’t Put the Poob Wobkingman Down A beautiful motto song
and chorus, by Bobby Newcombe. Price 35 cents per copy. Publish-
ed by F. W. Helmick, 50 West Ith st., Cincinnati, Ohio.

ITEMS OF NEWS.

HOME.

The most successful nine—quinine.

Wm. M. Tweed keeps on confessing.

Breech-loaders hit better than your old muzzle loader.

Gen. Schofield is going to make an end of hazing at West
Point.

New York city is trying the experiment of burning its
refuse.

Deadwood offers $250 apiece for Indian scalps—they must
be fresh.

That old ring of carpet-baggers in South Carolina are tell-
ing on each other.

Congress will meet soon and then the President will have
a fight on his hands.

Tweed says it was “ the man who was always laughing ”
that took the money.

On the 12th of September there were $357,976,165 of out-
standing legal tenders.

The Massachusetts Democrats think the gold dollar is
good enough for them.

Conkling is supposed to be fighting-mad about his New
York Custom House.

Frank Leslie, the publisher of various pictorial journals,
has been obliged to suspend.

The Bankers’ Conference passed a resolution advising the
use of silver as a subsidiary currency.

The New York Sun is rabid about the President, and the
New York Herald is hot about the Mormons.

Princeton will be the Prince of Colleges by and by.
accommodating itself with a number of new buildings.

John Taylor is the President of “the twelve apostles,”
who they say have orders to govern the Mormon church.

It is a relief to find that Osman Pasha is not an American.
It is bad enough to have Winchester sell his guns to the cruel
Turk.

If you want to make your dog unhappy, take him to a dog-
show and tie him up alone to be stared at by a cold and criti-
cal world.

New England has in her savings-banks not less than $750,-
000,000. This is as much as there is in all the rest of the
savings-banks in the country.

Only a precious few of the exhibitors at the Permanent
Exposition at Philadelphia have withdrawn their exhibits on
account of the Sunday opening.

The bankers have been holding a convention to talk over
the financial situation, and the joy is they can’t agree about
it any better than so many junk dealers.

President Hayes visited Senator Morton in his sick room
at Richmond, Indiana. The President has called Morton the
balance-wheel of the United States Senate.

Young Curley, a tramp of nineteen who was lately hanged
at Norristown, Penn., for murder, was also the son of a
tramp, and took to shambling and sauntering about when
only nine years of age.

Gov. Carroll of Maryland, has requested the officers of the
Sixth regiment of militia to send in their resignations and let
the organization be disbanded. It was not worth a rye-straw
in putting down the riot.

The American team shot the best at Creedmoor. In the two
days' shooting they scored 3,334 out of a possible 3,600.
The British men scored 3,242. Mr. C. |. Bruce made the
greatest score on record : 219 out of a possible 225.

It is

The President is likely to get out of the reach of his own
party, however angry the old leaders may be. The Demo-
crats will have a majority of eleven in the House, and the
gepq[blicans are not confident of over two majority in the

enate.

The right kind of a man to start a Community with is one
who having got sight of the Kingdom can go right to work,
if need be, grooming horses and tending cows, firmly believ-
ing that he is doing something to help forward the * good time
coming.”

W. H. Herndon, the old law-partner and biographer of
Lincoln, attempted lately to commit suicide at Springfield,
111, by taking laudanum. He is the gentleman who, we be-
lieve, tried to make us believe that Lincoln did not have any
religion in him.

Why don’t we have a magistrate and constable in every
country school district with power to arrest vagrants and
send them up till properly committed to government work-
houses? It would save the newspapers a deal of writing
about the tramps.

Mr. Reagan, the ex-Confederate Postmaster-General, has
spoken up and said that Jefferson Davis did not have on wo-
man’s clothes when he was captured. Mr. Davis had on a
water-proof, and was not at all sad, silent and lofty, but just
peevish like and complaining.

When Bishop Haven had a malarial fever, which he caught
in Liberia, he fancied that an African jungle had grown up
in him. The roots of the trees were in his vitals and the
branches were in his mouth, and the monkeys were scram-
bling up and down every-where.

_There are in New York city sixty-four laboring-men’s so-

cieties, having the same objects in view, but not acting in
unison. In Philadelphia there are neai'ly as many more
acting on the cooperative system. These organizations are
represented as not likely to be satisfied till they have one
more trial of strength with the wage-paying classes.

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers were going to
pay their strikers $15 a week for doing nothing. They did
not see that strikes are a luxury to be indulged in very
sparingly. Consequently they hav'nt paid the striking en-
gineers only $10 a week: consequently every body is dis-
gusted and the organization is weakening badly.

Young man, when you see a woman who makes your heart
thump as if somebody had thrown a brick against you, don't
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imagine she is the girl for you. No, don't do that. Go
right home and get that kindling-wood for mother; offer to
tend your sister’s cross-eyed baby ; do any thing. 1Real love
dr:)n’t stamp round on your diaphragm in cow-hidc boots like
that.

Jefferson was so sensible of the mischief which might arise
from office-holders managing the elections -- that he publish-
ed a circular letter,” says Clingman in his “ Speeches and
Writings,” ““ forbidding the officers of Government, on pain
of dismissal from office, to interfere, except by simply voting,
in any manner in the elections.” Ho! Democrats! do you
hear that?

A correspondent of the Nation—(is he not Frederick Law
Olmstead ?) has been visiting the South, after many years.
He says: *“ The first change,” in Yirginia, ““which struck
me, and it was a most agreeable one, was what 1 may call the
emancipation which conversation and intercourse with
Northerners had undergone. All subjects are now open at
the South in conversation.”.

Mr. Alonzo Richmond, President of the Buffalo Board of
Trade, wants to have the Erie Canal double locked. If that
were done the canal would be able to deliver 18,000;000 tons
of freight in New York during the season of navigation.
Wheat can be brought from the Red River of Minnesota to
New York for seventeen cents a bushel, if water carriage is
taken advantage of. By rail it costs fifty cents a bushel.

Some of the students from Harvard, Amherst, Tufts, Bates,
Bowdoin and other colleges, have spent their vacation serving
as waiters at the fashionable watering-places. They have
done good work, pleased their patrons and made some
honest money for themselves. The example is not a bad
one, coming as it does from young men who are in a sense
virtually preparing themselves to become our leaders and
teachers.

The New York Herald, speaking of the attitude of the Re-
publican Senators towards the President, says: *“ And next
month they are going to Washington, a noble army of ‘ sore-
heads,’ to plot against the reform and try to smother the
new question on the proper treatment of which the revival
of prosperity depends. They will fail, and they ought to
fail. A party which had not enough brains to seize and use
sui:h an opportunity as the President gave them is not fit to
rule.”

FOREIGN.

The Emir of Bokhara thinks he is a Mussulman and must
help the Turks.

The French police seized five of the leading Republican
papers in Paris on the 11th inst.

Norway had 1,817,000 inhabitants in 1875.
cess of births over deaths is 1.38 per cent.

M. Gambetta has a stout frame, a thick neck and a sin-
gle eye. And when he is half mad he is eloquent.

M. D. Conway still believes that Harriet Martineau was,
as she avows, cured by .mesmerism; all the stories about her
tumor and post mortem examination to the contrary.

The Emperor of China has issued an edict against opium-
smoking—especially by the army, by scholars and by the
government officials.  This is his civil service reform.

Hungary and Austria seem to feel better about the war.
Think the great bear will need somebody by and by to sym-
pathize with him a little and help him make peace. Poor
fellow.

The Russians pounded away at Plevna from Friday to
Wednesday. Then they stopped. It is supposed that they
will have to make their next attack with shovels. We can
say no more.

W. H. H. Davenport, one of the famous Davenport Boys,
died lately in Sydney, Australia, of pulmonary consumption.
He and his brother had been performing in New Zealand
when he was taken with bleeding at the lungs.

Gambetta has been sentenced to pay a fine of $400 and be
imprisoned three months for his speech at Lille. He has
made an appeal, but if the case goes against him he will be
deprived of his political rights for three years.

Turkey takes exception to the convention just concluded
between Great Britian and Egypt for the suppression of the
slave trade. She objects to the English right of search be-
ing exercised on the Ottoman waters of the Red Sea.

The Grand Duke Nicholas telegraphed to St. Petersburgh
on Saturday, the 15th, that the Russian losses at Plevna had
been 300 officers and 12,500 men. A week of tremendous
losses and no sensible progress. The Russians are now on
the west side of the Jantra.

The MaeMahon Government offered to give M. Thiers a
public funeral, but his wife declined the honor, unless she
could control the management. He was accordingly buried
privately by his family and friends—but in the presence of a
vast multitude of sympathizers.

Una Hawthorne, daughter of the great romancer and novel-
ist, died lately in England. She strongly resembled her
father in personal appearance, and was of a very sympathetic
and charitable turn, often times making her own purse very
slim by gifts to the poor. Her last years were passed in
charitable work.

The Mixed Fishery Commission, of the United States and
Canada, have unanimously decided that the trading and trans-
shipping privileges granted American fishermen by the
Canadian Government, under the Reciprocity treaty of 1854,
are not among the things which are to be paid for under the
Treaty of Washington. This decision will very much di-
minish the Canadian claim of $16,000,000.

Stanley has come out at last on the west coast of Africa,
and the suspense is over. He arrived at Embona on the
Congo the 8th of August with only 115 souls, all in a desper-
ate condition. After thoroughly exploring Lake Tanganyika
he and his followers pushed on to Nyangue on the Lualaba,
the farthest point reached by Cameron. Leaving Nyangue
on the 15th of November, 1876, he followed the Lualaba or
Congo river, as it proved to be, in a northwesterly direction
across the equator then southwesterly to the west coast of
Africa. Atfirst he had to fight his way against cannibals who
assailed him with poisoned arrows, and when he approached
the coast he had to fight against the natives who were armed
with guns. He had thirty-two hostile encounters. Soon
after coming to the Lualaba he was deserted by 140 men
whom he had engaged at Nyangue. Francis Pocock, his last
white companion, was drowned in the Congo.

Its annual ex-
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EARLE'S HOTEL

Cor, Canal & Centre Streets, near Broadway
Nero-'Work.

First class accommodation for 400 Quests.

Acknowledged the best hotel in the city
for the price.

Room & Board Reduced to $2.50 per day.
Newly and Handsomely FurnisM k Decorated.

Located convenient to business  places of amusements.
Cars from all Depots pass the door.
EARLE BROS. Proprietors.

THE FAMILY FAYOEITE

SEWING MACHINES.

Well made.
Durable.

Light running.
Easy to learn.

Will do any kind of work with but few changes, and
require no adjusting or instruction.

THE GENERAL FAVORITE
Sewing Machines.

Tailors, Shoemakers, Saddlers,

And Manufacturers generally pronounce
them to be the

BEST UST THE WOI LED.
Sendfor Circular and Price List to the

WEED SEWIN& MACHINE COMPANY,
26 UNION SQUARE, New-York.

THE

Oneida Community,
PACKERS OF CHOICE

Fruits, YeptaMes ai Mies,

OZDsTIEHED-A-, 3sT. IT.

The vegetables put up by the O. 0. are all
raised in the immediate vicinity of the Pre-
serving Factory, and great care is taken to
have them harvested at the best moment, and
canned while they are fresh.

The fruits are preserved in heavy syrup
made of the best white sugar, and are ready
for table use without further attention. The
fllm has been to put them up in the best man-
ner. FEUITS IN GLASS AND TIN.

Send for Price List.

VISITING CARDS , —™'IS;

—with any name nicely printed in Black and Gold,
25 for 25 cents. FLOWEK CHROMO CABDS, same
price. All the latest styles furnished—no amateur
work. Agent’s Samples 10 cents.

Address, S. P. YODEK, Vistula, Ind.

THE NEWHOUSE STEEL TEAP
Universally known to be the best Trap in the
World, and the only Trap made which always
holds what it catches. Made in eight sizes,
adapted to the capturing of all kinds of ani-
mals, from the House Hat to the Grizzly Bear.
Manufactured solely by

Oneida Community, Oneida, N. Y.

1T lTIXIT ~_—How tg Obtain Them.
HI1 tN1a Send for Circular.

HENRY J. EMMS,
No. 711 G Street,
Washington, I). C.

Lai, Loan aid Mellipnce Office,
M. Lafayette Worden,

In the beautiful, young and growing City of
VINELAND, N. J.

Faithful attention given to any kind of business:
Buying, Selling, Renting, Loaning & Collecting
reasonably done.

O. C. Silks and Cheap Threads, also
Wheeler & Wilson’s Sewing-Machines, for sale.

Address, with stamp, Box 1276.

Box 442.

Mr. Geo. W. Henck, 1204 Callow-
hill St., Philadelphia, is authorized to take subscrip-
tions for the American Socialist and to collect pay
for the same. He will also take orders for any of our
other publications.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

(Advertisements.

SOCIALISTIC LITERATURE,

The following publications will be sent from
the office of the Amebican Socialist by
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price:

HISTORY OF

AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.
BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This volume gives a clear account of the Commu-
nistic experiments of the past, showing the causes of
their success or failure. It describes Owen’s Com-
munity, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s Community,
the French School and the Enthusiasts of 1843, the
Fourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern Times, the
Broctonian Respirationists, the Rappites, the Zoar-
ites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community, etc., etc.

“ Few books more interesting than this have been
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes’s history
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He
points out the difference between the Owenites and
Fourierites—the Revivalists and Socialists—the Bible
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable
discrimination and vigor.”—A'". Y. Weekly Times.

“A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and
in its treatment. It is the firstand only attempt
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of,
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of
Social Science will find in Mr. Noyes’s book altogether
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the
subject.”—Independent.

““A more interesting record can hardly be conceived.
* * * |tis avaluable contribution to the social and
religious history of our country, and gives important
information that may be looked for in vain elsewhere.”
—Hearth and Home.

[From the Boston Radical.]

“This is a thoroughly admirable and exceedingly
valuable book. We have read it carefully, with the
utmost interest from beginning to end, and most
heartily recommend it to any who may wish informa-
tion concerning a very important movement and
epoch in the history of this country and, indeed of
the world. It is unique as well as excellent. We
know of no other comprehensive or easily accessible
source of the facts of the socialistic movements in the
United States here collected. And the work is not
only a narrative, interesting as it is in this respect;
itis also a well-digested, philosophical analysis of the
relations of the different movements, and of the chief
principles of socialism in general, as proved to he es-
sential by the experience already had. The author
divides the socialistic history of this country into two
main epochs, and a transitional period between them.
These epochs, centered respectively in Owen and
Fourier. The history of these epochs and of the
Communities which were their practical experiments
is minutely traced ; and the relations between them,
the causes of failure, the general results, the relations
of Socialism and Revivalism, the fraternization of
Owenism and Fourierism with Swedenborgianism,
the relations sustained between Socialism and Spir-
itualism, the literary history of the movements, and
finally, Socialism in its relations to marriage, are dis-
cussed from the point of view of the historical facts,
in a masterly manner, it seems to us, and in a style
charming both by its clearness and enthusiasm.”

The History of American Socialisms
Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound
in cloth. Price, $3.00.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con-
dition, Internal Economy and Religious and Social
Principles. 8vo., 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John

Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages.
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING, or a
dinner without meat. By Harriet H. Skinner.
16 mo, 50 pages. Price, 25 cts.

SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OF

Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An

8vo, pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.

A discussion of the practical basis of Christian Life
and Socialism.

Contents.—l. Holiness the principal Object of
the Atonement. Il. The Sins of the Old Testamen-
Saints Irrelevant. 11l. The Sins of Christ’s Disci,
pies during his Personal Ministry Irrelevant. V.
The Sins of Believers during the Apostolic Age Ir-
relevant. V. Holiness actually attained by some in
the Apostolic Age. VI. Paul an Example of Salva-
tion from Sin. VII. Miscellaneous Objections to
the Doctrine of Salvation from Sin. VIII. Christian
Faith—the Act by which Salvation from Sin is At-
tained. IX. Characteristics of the Spiritual Man.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Community in ““New
America,” “ Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica-
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

MUTUAL CRITICISM. What itis, and How
it works. 16 mo, 96 pages. Price, 25 cents.

Contents.—Origin of Mutual Criticism. Its De-
velopment in the Oneida Community. Theoretical
View of Criticism of Character. How to Give Criti-
cism. How to Receive Criticism. Illustrations of
Mutual Criticism. Historical and Hygienic Criti-
cism. Relations of Criticism to Communism. Shall
Criticism become General 7

““This little book deserves to be received as an in-
valuable contribution to psychological knowledge.”
—Galaxy Magazine.
““Persons interested in a real Social Science could
not do better than toread this suggestive little vol-
ume.”—N. Y. Daily Graphic.

BACK VOLUMES OP THE *““ONEIDA

Circular,” unbound. Price, $1.00 per volume of 52
numbers, post-paid.

These volumes contain a ““Community Journal,”
descriptive of life in the Oneida and Wallingford Com-
munities, as a special department in each number.
By reading these items, persons can form in their
minds more accurate conceptions of home life in large
Communities. The volumes also contain much other
interesting reading matter which can not be found
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SOCIALISTIC LITERATURE.
(Continued.)

elsewhere. Orders should be sent in promptly, as
the number of these volumes remaining is quite
limited.

HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.

358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.

Invaluable to students of Social and Religious
Science. Reveals the afflatus of New Testamen-
Christianity, and the conditions of successful Christ
tian Communism. Tells how to geta pure heart, live
apure life, and prepare individuals for social organi-
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt
of price.

“ This volume gives a phase of Oneida Community
life not presented by the ordinary letters and de-
scriptions. It is a collection of informal Talks by
Mr. Noyes, given at different times and places, most-
ly in parlors, to small groups of admirers and disci-
ples, who treasured his words and have made a re-
port of them for publication, Mr. Noyes simply cor-
recting the sheets. The Talks have the directness
and simplicity of conversation without its rambling
and diffusiveness. They have points. They say
things clearly, concisely, and in vigorous Saxon
terms. Moreover, they abound in common sense.
They have a tone of the healthiest and most sub-
tantial realism running through them all.”—AT. Y.
Daily Graphic.

PWMessrs. Trubner & Company, Booksellers,
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, England, have the
‘“History of American 'Socialisms,” the ““Trapper’s
Guide,” and the “Hand-Book of the 0. C.,” for sale.
They will receive subscriptions for the American So-
cialist and orders for the other publications of the
Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,

Oneida, N. Y.

A BOOK FOR THE TRAPPER, HUNTER
AND FARMER.

THE TRAPPER’S GUIDE. BY SEWELL
NEWHOUSE and other Trappers and Sportsmen.
Sixth edition. 8vo. 216 pp. Price $1.50

This book contains 32 full-page illustrations of Ani-
mals, Forest Life, etc., and numerous woodcuts of
Traps and trapper’s appliances. It tells how to trap
all kinds of fur-bearing animals, how to cure their
skins, how to live in the Woods, how to build Boats,
how to catch fish in Winter, how to destroy the pests
of the Farm and Poultry yard, how to hunt Deer,
Buffalo and other game. It gives Narratives of the
Exploits and Experiences of Trappers and Sportsmen,
old and young. It tells where the best Traps are
made.

RIFLES, SHOT-GUNS, REVOLVERS,
sent C.0.D. for examination, all charges paid. No
risk.  No humbug. Write for catalogue. Address,

GREAT WESTERN GUN WORKS, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dunn’s Patent
Measuring and Testing Machines

These Machines are used for measuring the
length and testing the strength of all kinds
of Silk, Linen, Cotton and Woolen Spool
Threads. Every dealer who uses Spool
Threads, and every manufacturer of Clothing,
Boots and Shoes, &c., should have one of
these Machines, if they wish to make sure in
purchasing Threads that they are getting
what they pay for. One of these Machines
will save many times its cost in a single year.

Manufactured by
ONEIDA COMMUNTY, Oneida, N. Y.
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A UNIQUE BOOK.

FOOT NOTES; OR WALKING AS A FINE
Art. By Alfred Barron. Large 16mo. 330 pages.
Cloth, $1.50. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.

““One of the most charming and fascinating volumes-
published in the country since the death of Thoreau.”
—Boston Transcript. ““A bit of rural gossip worthy
the pen of Ik Marvel.”—A" Y. Evenlng Post. ““Re-
plete with interest.”—Golden Age. “A racy and sug-
gestive book.”—Boston Advertiser. “A uniquely in-
teresting volume.”—Boston Times. A delightful vol-
ume ; and shows how rich may be the discoveries of
an observing and cultivated mind in the common-
walks of life, and what a charm a simple and attrac-
tive style can throw about them.”—Zion’s Herald.
“ All lovers of nature can take it home with full con-
fidence of many hours of delight.”—Boston Common*
wealth. ““The poetry of pedestrianism. All who
delight in outdoor life will find great enjoyment in
this book.”—Congregationalist. ~ ““Descriptions of
natural scenes and homely incidents are given with
the exquisite tact of true poetry.”—Advance. ““It
has the smell of pine woods and clover fields in its
pages.”—Daily Graphic. “ These papers have a deli-
cate and delightful flavor which is extremely attrac-
tive.”—N. Y. Evening Mail. “ There are some parts
of this book of whose charm quotations will give no
idea. Such are those chapters which tell of 1 The Old
Pasture,’ “The Old House,” ‘Dirt—a unique essay—
‘Back Neighborhoods,” and ‘ Night-Walking.’ "—New
Haven Palladium.

Published by the
WALLINGFORD PRINTING CO.,
Wallingford, Conn..

VIEWS OF THE
ONEIDA COMMUNITY.

Any of the following photographic views-
will be sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of
price:

PRICE LIST.
Birds-eye View of Dwellings Iooklng West; on

mounts 17 x 21 inches, . $1 75
Quadrangle and Group; same size, 175
South and East Fronts of Mansion; on mounts

11 x 14, each, 1 00l

East, South and West Fronts of Mansnon
“ Seminary ” Building, Fruit Works, Trap
and Silk Works, and Cattle Barns; on
mounts 10x12, each .

Cabinet Views of the same, togetherW|th Groups
of Women, Groups of Children, Portrait of
J. H. Noyes, View of Business-Office, and
six different Views of the surrounding coun-
try taken from the North Tower of the Man-
sion building, each - - = 0 40

Stereographs, per dozen, . 300
Address, D. E. SMITH, Photographer
Oneida Community, N. 7.
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MILLER’'S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West 26th-st., New-York.

BLOODED STOCK FOB SALE.

Ayrshire and Holstein Cattle,
Cotswold Sheep,  Berkshires,
Houdan Fowls, Pekin Ducks..
ONEIDA COMMUNITY FARM,
Oneida, N. Y.

MINERALS, SHELLS, BIRDS, Ac.

The Naturalists’ Agency has been established at 1223 Relmont Avenue, Pliiladelplifa, for the
purpose of giving collectors of objects of Natural History an opportunity of buying, selling or exchang-

ing their duplicates or collections.
Specimens sent to any part of the world by mail.

An illustrated monthly bulletin of 8 pages sent free.

I received the highest award given to any one at the Centennial Exposition of 1876, and the only award and

medal given to any American for “

Collections of Minerals.”

My Mineralogical Catalogue of 50 pages is distributed free to all customers, to others on receipt of 10 cents.
It is profusely illustrated and the printer and engraver charged me about $900.00 before a copy was struck off.

By means of the table of species and accompanying tables, most species may be verified.

The price list is an

excellent check-list, containing the names of all the species and the more common varieties, arranged alpha-

betically and preceded by the species number.
table of species.

The species number indicates the place of any mineral in the
After it will be found the species name, composition, streak or lustre, cleavage or fracture,
hardness, specific gravity, fusibility and crystalization.

Owing to an increase of stock, it has become necessary to obtain a larger and more convenient location.

This

has been found at No. 1223 Belmont Avenue, about 2 squares from the Trans-Continental hotel.
Over 38 tons, and nearly $35,000 worth of Minerals on hand. $19,000 worth sold since the 17th day of January,

when the first box was put into my establishment.
receipts over $1,200.

November 13th, my cash sales were over $1,500 and cash-

COLLECTIONS OF MINERALS

For Students. Amateurs, Protessors, Physicians, and other Prolesional

Men.

The collections of 100 illustrate all the principal species and all the grand subdivisions in Dana and other

works on Mineralogy ; every Crystalline System; all the principal Ores and every known Element.

The collec-

tions are labeled with a printed label that can only be removed by soaking. The labels of the $5.00 and higher

priced collections give Dana’s species number, the name,

Mineral.

Number oe Specimens

High School or Academy size, 2% x 3" in., Shelf Specimens

locality, and in most cases, the composition of the-

All collections accompanied by my Illustrated Catalogue and table of species.

25 50 100
in box inbox inbox 100 200 300
$ 50 $100 $150 $100 $2 00 $3 00
150 300 6 00 6 00 10 00 25 00
10 00 25 00 50 00
25 00 50 00 100 00
50 00 150 00 300 00

Send for the bulletin stating where you saw this advertisement.

Fellow of the American Associationfor the Advancement of Science:

A. E. FOOTE, M. T>,

Prof, of Chemistry and Mineralogy.
Life Member of the

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences and of the American Museum
of Natural History, Central Park, New York.

English. Brussels, Three Bly and.

Carpets, Velvet RNgs,

INngrain, also Stair

Ornm Cloths, Oil Cloths, etc.,,

very cheap at the OIld Blace.
112 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.

Carpets carefully packed and sent to any part of the
United States free of charge.

B®" SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

J. A. BENDALU



