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SOCIALISTIC BOTES.

The Rochdale Cooperators spend annually £1,000 on edu-
cation.

“You cannot imagine the terror with which the advance-
ment of American industries is filling British manufacturers,”
said Prof. Sillimanin a recent address. ** We, as you know,
took the leading prize at Paris for the best steam-engine in
the world, and it is not denied in Europe to-day that
America heads the list in the manufacture of agricultural
machinery.”

The distress among the working people of England in-
creases. At Birmingham the mayor has called a meeting for
devising measures of relief, in one week at Sheffield two
thousand children and three thousand adults received relief;
at Stockton, Stoke-on-Trent, Burslem and other places there
is much suffering. On the other hand, there is greater de-
mand for labor in the cotton mills, and some that had stopped
have resumed operations.

The English Codperators are lively in their discussions and
suggestions about the Owen memorial. George Jacob
Holyoake urges that the best memorial—the one that
would best please Robert Owen himself—would be an Owen
Lectureship.  ““What cared Mr. Owen for bust or obelisk ?
But he cared everything for his principles—cared for them
honorably, cared for them generously, and cared for them
anxiously, cared for them always, to his last hour. Bust and
obelisk, memorial and statue, will come when men live who
are instructed in what they owe to him.”

The New York Sun is responsible for the following co-
nundrum :

““We are told that Bismarck, after arming himself with
the most complete machinery of repression against the So-
cialists, has proffered government aid to one of their pro-
jects, namely, a cooperative scheme for improving the
homes of workingmen. In other words, the Chancellor
volunteers to do the very thing which Lassalle and his fellow-
agitators have persistently demanded. The question be-
comes pertinent, What is there in the principles of these
men which can thus extort concessions from their most
redoubtable opponent?”

Was Jesus Christ a Communist? is a question that is not
a little discussed nowadays. The Congregationalist, which
should be pretty good authority, says:

“*Communist’ Christ surely was, if we may use the term
to express the social belief of one who would teach that
self-sacrifice, not self-interest, is the ultimate ground upon
which the fellowship of human society must rest; that so-
ciety exists for the sake of the human beings who compose
it, not merely to further the accumulation of capital; that
while we may recognize the principle of individual property
to be abstractly just, yet we may fairly claim that the modes
of its distribution should be subject to a higher principle
still, viz., the common well-being of the human family. In
a word, that the Kingdom of Heaven on earth—which, first
“within us,” we are also to make ‘ without'—is, in its inten-
tion at least, a holy Commune, whose watch-word is not,
* The accumulation of capital through self-interest and com-
petition,’ but ‘Human progress, through self-sacrifice and
Association.” There can be no doubt that the impending
Socialistic problem is to be settled, and settled only, by the
laws of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

NOT TRUE SYNONYMS.

The New York Independent of Dec. 19th contains the
beginning of the serial on Socialism and Communism
promised from the pen of the venerable ex-President of
Yale College. It is confined to the definition of terms
and the correction of popular fallacies as to the significa-
tion and scope of Socialism and Communism ; and it is
probably too early to form an idea of the general charac-
ter of the series. But judging from this introductory
article and from the well-known characteristics of the
author, we may reasonably anticipate that the subject
will be discussed by him in a catholic spirit.

In the present article President Woolsey does a good
work in calling attention to the fact, so often explained
in the American Socianist, that Socialism and Com-
munism are not synonymous terms. Thus Pierre
Joseph Proudhon, though a most pronounced Socialist,
was a sharp critic of Communism. This is made clear
by quotations from his celebrated work on ““What is
Property ?” It is worth much to have this distinc-
tion between Communism and Socialism clearly enun-
ciated ; and though it has been done many times before
we appreciate President Woolsey’s labor none the less,
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and trust it will do something to make the common
newspaper editor ashamed of the confusion he has
created in the mind of the general reading public in
respect to the signification of these terms. Dr. Hitch-
cock also; merits commendation for his endeavor, in his
lately published work on Socialism, to make these two
words stand alone. He says.

““The terms Communism and Socialism are much used in-
terchangeably ; but they are not synonymous. Communism
is related to Socialism as species to genus. All Communists
are Socialists ; but not all Socialists are Communists. For
example, in Germany, where Socialism, repeating in this
respect the history of the old Rationalism in theology, is a.
recent and rank exotic, it is decidedly, even fiercely, Com-
munistic; while in France, where it is indigenous and finer,
it has come to be decidedly and soberly Anti-Communistic.
These two kinds of Socialism are not to be confounded. Nor
yet may we disregard the relationship between them. The
trunks are two ; the root is one.”

Dr. Hitchcock’s idea that ‘* Communism is related to
Socialism as species to genus ” will be found somewhat
fully elaborated in the American Sociaitist, VOI. 1, p.
61, and vol. 2, p. 201; but it may have been original
with him for all that, and we are only too glad to have it
receive the sanction of such high authority.

WI1IAT IS BEFORE US?

A good deal of attention is being given just now to
“ prophecies ” concerning the “end of the World,” the
“end of the Times of the Gentiles,” and predictions as
to the nature of the new order of things about to be
ushered in.  We do not know that these prophecies lay
claim to any particular inspirational authority. They
are mostly in verse of a sort which could scarcely be
called poetic or musical, but they excite considerable
comment, nevertheless. We gave, last week, the extra-
ordinary predictions of Mr. W. J. Colville, as to the
establishment of a new dispensation in the year 1881.
Mother Shipton’s famous prophecies point to the same
year, and as they have been much discussed since a Jew
became Prime Minister of England, we think the fol-
lowing version of them will be interesting. It is said
that they were first published in 1448, and republished
in 1641 :

“ Carriages without horses shall go,
And accidents fill the world with woe.
Around the world thoughts shall fly

In the twinkling of an eye.

The world upside down shall be,

And gold be found at the root of a tree.

“ Through hills man shall ride,
And no horse or ass be at his side.
Under water men shall walk,
Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk.
In the air men shall be seen

In white, in black, in green.

Iron in the water shall float,

As easy as a wooden boat.

“ Gold shall be found and shown

In land that is not now known.

Eire and water shall wonders do,
England shall at last admit a Jew.
The world to an end shall come

In eighteen hundred and eighty-one.”

So many of tlie points of this oracle have been ful-
filled that considerable popular faith is invested in old
Mother Shipton. Added to this a prophecy has just
been discovered which was written by Mrs. Abby Marsh
in 1787, at her home in Sherbrooke, Quebec. It runs,

as follows :
““Columbia, home of libertie,
Shall not twenty rulers see,
Ere there shall be battle smoke,
Ere peace shall seem to be broke,
And in waves of peril tost,
The ancient order shall be deemed lost.”

As Mr. Hayes is the nineteenth President of our happy
republic, he ought also to be the last according to Mrs.
Marsh, and this prediction would harmonize tolerably
with Mother Shipton’s. The Shaker Manifesto for De-
cember, 1878, has this under the heading “ 1880 ;

““It is worthy of observation and particular notice, that
among an unusually large number of prophets and prophet-
esses abroad in the world, there appears to be a peculiar
concentration upon the year 1880 for the consummation of
something that will be extraordinarily awakening in religious



410

circles. It occurs to us, also, that many Shaker prophecies,
uttered many years since, come to their conclusion in that
.year. We shall see.”

We apprehend that whatever changes are awaiting us
in the immediate future are of a social and spiritual,
rather than of a physical, character. It is possible that
very important changes of a spiritual nature may take
place and yet be unknown to the great mass of mankind,
who are either in a state of savagery or who are spirit-
ually dead from devotion to war or to money-getting.
T'or example, we believe that the Second Coming of
Christ took place 1800 years ago, at the time of the de-
struction of Jerusalem. Christ promised his disciples
that he would come then, and they evidently expected
him then. But mankind in general did not witness his
coming ; so they concluded that the event did not take
place, and from that time to this people have been look-
ing forward for something which is long past. In the
same way great spiritual and even social changes may
take place within a few years without being recorded in
the newspapers.

It may be asked what profit there is in anticipating any
such changes ? Some people think it is worse than use-
less. For instance, a writer in the Independent, re-
viewing the late Prophetic Conference held in New York
City, thought it was all well enough to contemplate the
possible coming of the Lord in the indefinite future,
provided every one kept clearly in mind the probability
that it would be delayed for millions of years, and that
there was no need of any change or preparation for an
impending advent;, but if that line were overstepped
he held that the effect was dangerous. We do not quite
agree with the Independent writer. We believe it would
be a profitable thing for all men and women to reflect
carefully on that part of the Lord’s Prayer which says,
I Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” When
God's will is done on earth as it is in heaven, it is safe
to say that there will be no more lying, cheating, drunk-
enness, murder, grave-robbing, child-stealing, embez-
zling, no more distinction of rich and poor, no more
marriage, or divorce, no courts of law, no use for im-
plements of war. The abolition of all these and many
other unheavenly features of present society would be a
mighty change, and for the better. ~ We can all help on
that change by each preparing for it; but we shall not
be likely to prepare for it by self-discipline or in any
other way, unless we believe it is coming. For our part
we do believe it is coming, perhaps with a small and
quiet beginning and with nothing to appeal to people’s
marvelousness, but still in a way that is well worth pre-
paring for. And as we said before, we think there would
be a decided profit to all in serious reflection on this
subject.

THE LIGHT OF PUBLICITY.

The peculiar characteristic of our time, as contrasted
with the past, is the wonderful increase in facilities of
communication between all civilized mankind. We can
travel from city to city, from State to State, from Con-
tinent to Continent, with exceeding ease and rapidity;
and we can converse almost instantaneously with any
part of the world, far or near, by means of the electric
telegraph and the telephone. The news of all impor-
tant events is at once telegraphed to the leading news-
papers of every country, and by them laid before all
persons who care to read. The account of a late skir-
mish between the English and Afghans, away off in the
heart of Asia, was published the next morning in the
New York papers. It is only a few years since it would
have required two or three months to bring us the
intelligence, even if it were not lost on the way. Since
rthe general introduction of telegraphy the scope and
function of the newspapers have been very much en-
larged. A live newspaper is now expected to report
everything, from the proceedings in Congress down to
the most trivial casualties, and a host of personal mat-
ters which are interesting, perhaps, but by no means
important to any but those immediately concerned.
mOne can never tell when even his private affairs will be
reported to millions of readers. Anything the public
-desires to know the newspapers are sure to tell.

The effect of this great development of quick commu-
nication and copious news is to throw a broad light of
publicity over a host of affairs which before were
esecret and unknown. In fact, we might now almost
say in the language of Scripture, *“ There is nothing
covered that shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall
not be known.” No doubt some of our most astute
politicians who have a natural bent for secret maneu-
vering begin to feel this instinctively. The exploit of
the New York Tribune last October, in laying bare all
the subtleties of the cipher telegrams relating to the
Presidential election in Florida and South Carolina, un-
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avoidably suggests the text we have quoted. That
exploit was a characteristic sign of the times—an exam-
ple of the publicity men must be preparing for in every
act of their lives. The senders and receivers of those
cipher dispatches felt perfectly secure in their cover.
They had a cipher within a cipher, substitutions and
““nulls.” But when the time came for it they were
identified and exposed with tolerable ease and absolute
certainty. At that time President Hayes was being
assailed with loud charges of fraud. A Congressional
committee was busily investigating his claims to the
Presidency. Then the Tribune illuminated the situa-
tion with its translations of the ciphers, and when peo-
ple recovered from the surprise, that Investigating Com-
mittee was not visible. It had retired, taken a recess,
and has scarcely been mentioned since. Thus a single
newspaper relieved the Chief Magistrate of a great
nation more effectually than the whole country could
otherwise have done, simply by giving one or two bold
pulls at the mantle of secrecy.

In this case of the cipher dispatches it is to be noted
that the political schemers were compelled by the exi-
gencies of the situation to use the telegraph as the
quickest means of communication. There was not time
for the transmission of letters back and forth. But by
employing the telegraph they forfeited, as it turns out,
the condition most important to them—secrecy. This
suggests that some of the modern improvements are for
the use of honest men and not suited to “ ways that are
dark.” It also suggests that we may have scientifically
“evoluted ” into a Day of Judgment in which men enter
upon the punishment of their misdeeds before death.

CO-OPERATIVE HOUSEKEEPINO.

[From the London Echo.]

Cooperative housekeeping has long been a favorite idea
with some social reformers, but up to the present no success-
ful application of the principle has been made in this country.
Something of the kind on a very small and incomplete scale
has, it is true, been tried at Stoke Newington, but the result
has not, we believe, been very satisfactory either to Mr. Al-
len, the originator of the scheme, or to his tenants—we mean
so far as any real extension of cooperative principles is con-
cerned. An experiment on a much broader basis is about to
be tried near London—if the money can be raised and ef-
fectual cooperation obtained—which, should it succeed, will
certainly do something toward the simplification of the
problem which presents itself to our middle-class town popu-
lations—how best to enjoy the comforts of a well-appointed
house at the lowest cost. In London and in many provincial
towns there are numbers of persons with tastes and habits of
life considerably in advance of their incomes, who are com-
pelled to dwell in small houses and unpleasant localities be-
cause they cannot afford anything better.

The promoters of the project above referred to contem-
plate nothing less than the foundation of a cooperative town,
partly consisting of detached houses, and partly of what they
call arcade-dwellings—which are to be a better-class kind of
model lodging houses. A conditional contract has been en-
tered into for the purchase of a suitable estate of 120 acres
near London, and it is proposed to form a syndicate of capi-
talists to hand over the estate in due time to a joint-stock
company, by whom, we suppose, the work of erecting the
proposed dwellings is to be undertaken. The detached houses
which it is contemplated to erect are to be placed at the dis-
posal of families requiring suburban dwellings, but the es-
sence of the scheme, so far as its cooperative character is
concerned, is to be found more especially in connection with
the ““arcade-dwellings. ” These, it is believed, will meet the
requirements of those who want to free themselves from the
trammels and cares of separate housekeeping and the grow-
ing difficulty of obtaining servants. The dwelliugs are to be
arranged in pairs or suites of rooms, to be entered from a
corridor running the whole length of a line to be extended
ultimately to 600 or 700 feet, but with external entrances at
every 100 feet. It is intended to commence with three dis-
tinct ranges of buildings, to accommodate a first, second,
and third class of tenants. The spaces between these are to
be spanned with glass roofs, and utilized as arcades or con-
servatories, decorated with plants and flowers and embel-
lished with statuary. To these ranges of dwellings are to be
attached well-appointed refectories where the inhabitants can
take their meals. Laundries and baths are to be established
for the general convenience, a cooperative store is to be open-
ed for the sale of everything likely to be needed by the
five or ten thousand tenants of the estate, pleasure-grounds
and a lake with boating accommodation and gymnastics
are to be provided, and, in short, nothing is to be left out
of this modem earthly paradise, and all is to be placed at
the disposal of its fortunate inhabitants at the lowest pos-
sible cost.

There is nothing at all extravagant in the scheme itself—
nothing, so far as we have been able to discover, of a specu-
lative character in the views or intentions of those who de-
sire to carry it out. Its principal promoter has done a good
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deal for cooperation in other ways, more particularly in
connection with Building Societies, and some of those or-
ganizations in Lancashire, which, beginning some years ago
with capital and resources of such meagre character as to ex-
cite the contempt of capitalists, have since given them
abundant cause for apprehension.

REVIEW NOTES.

The Immobality of Lending fob Payment of Inteb-

By Arthur H.
London : Charles

est, or for any Usubious Gain.
Mackmurdo. 8vo., paper, pp. 61.
Watts.

Whatever difference we may have with the author as
to practical methods, we cannot but commend the feel-
ing with which this essay is written. It is evidently the
work of a student and a scholar; a man who draws his
illustrations largely from history, and from earlier wri-
ters, but who is withal a true philanthropist, sensitive to
injustice and the wrongs of his fellow-men.  However
we may disagree with him as to the paramount impor-
tance of an immediate reform in the current practice of
taking interest on money, we certainly shall not differ
with him on the essential principle that this custom is a
form of selfishness, and does not belong to a state of
society practically and consistently Christian. The em-
phasis given to this point in the work under considera-
tion, contravening as it does the established practice of
the whole civilized world of modern times, does honor
alike to the heart and the moral courage of the author.

Taking the world as it is, however, and recognizing
the forces both of good and evil which are at work in it,
we cannot but see that those philanthropists who com-
mence the reform and reconstruction of society by start-
ing a crusade against usury, are setting to work wrong
end foremost; as if a man should endeavor to extermi-
nate a noxious plant by lopping off a leaf or branch
instead of cutting the tap-root. For usury, meaning by
this term all payment of interest for the use of money,
is only one of the consequences of the reign of self-
interest, and by no means the worst.  Base any society
on a Communism of interest, and usury will die a natu-
ral death. There will be no occasion for anything of the
kind, and it will be unthought of.  Continue society on
its present basis of individual interest, and usury, in
some form or other, is a necessity. Hence we claim that
the work in which we are engaged, of trying to encour-
age and establish a more unselfish form of society in the
world, is the most effectual way of putting an end not
only to usury, butto all other evils of a kindred na-
ture.

Mr. Mackmurdo wisely avoids the discussion of the
question as to the practicability of the world’s getting
along in its present condition without usury. To us
it seems as if it could not be done without deranging the
foundations of the entire structure of modern business
and finance. No man actuated by self-interest would
accumulate money for the sake of lending it gratis to
needy persons ; and as few persons not actuated by this
motive have a surplus to lend, an entire reconstruction of
the modern system of business and finance would be
rendered necessary.

To illustrate the matter in a simple way : Suppose a
farmer has accumulated a sum of money, intending with
it to purchase a mowing-machine with which to facilitate
the gathering of his crop of hay. As he is about to make
the purchase, his neighbor asks him for the loan of this
money. The farmer may say to the borrower, ““I had
intended to expend this money in the purchase of a ma-
chine which would save me the hiring of two men to help
in the cutting of my hay. Now if I lend the money to you
I shall have to hire these men, and it will be only right
that in consideration for its use you should pay me a
sum equal to their wages.” This is the essence of inter-
est, pure and simple, and as society is constructed we see
no great injustice in it. With its abuse, we have nothing
to do, as the most innocent things are liable to be per-
verted. What we would say is, that it is no more inher-
ently wrong than a thousand things that are tolerated
and even justified under our present social regime. If
this is wrong, then it is wrong to sell a thing for more
than its cost; it is wrong to take rent for land, or for
houses, or in fact for anything that the owner does not
need for his own use.

And this reminds Us of a bit of personal observation.
The writer of this review, being in the north of England,
had occasion to walk for a day through the author’s own
county of Cumberland. An hour of this day’s walk was
occupied in crossing the estate of a wealthy gentleman,
during which time we saw hardly an acre of cultivated
soil, the land being mostly given up to park and game
preserves. As we left this estate we passed through a
group of hovels occupied by perhaps twenty families,
evidently, from their surroundings, belonging to the
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lower class of workingmen, and destitute of all appear-
ance of comfort. The small bit of ground which served
them as a garden was wholly insufficient to supply more
than a tithe of their necessities ; yet close at hand were
several thousands of acres lying idle, a single one of
which, properly cultivated, would have enabled a poor
family to live in comfort.

Now through this enormous waste of natural forces, by
means of which one individual is able to amuse himself in
a certain way, his poorer neighbors are often deprived of
many of the necessities of life, which a more equitable
subdivision of the soil would enable them to earn for
themselves. To us this seems a greater evil than usury;
and it is well known that the instance to which we have
alluded is only a single one among many of the same
kind. We have no doubt Mr. Mackmurdo will agree
with us that this unequal distribution of the soil is a great
injustice ; and it certainly would not be difficult to point
out many other and different examples of social trans-
gressions against the golden rule, of equal flagrancy, and
equally needing to be reformed.

The point which we wish to emphasize is that to
which we have already alluded; that the best and
greatest social reformer is he who strikes boldly at the
root of the evil, instead of employing himself in lopping
the branches. If it were possible to abolish usury,
it is doubtful if society would be any better off, with
the thousand forms of selfishness remaining ; and while
we respect every honest effort to correct social abuses
in detail, we consider our especial work to be, as we
have already suggested, the establishment of unselfish
society in this world. From this work we cannot turn
aside to help patch up a rotten social system, so as to make
it more tolerable to righteous men ; although we have a
cordial respect for such men as Mr. Mackmurdo, who
have the courage to say boldly to society, that any of
its confirmed habits are radically wrong.

OUR MATERIALISTIC CIVILIZATION.

[1 rom “ Socialism ” by R. D. Hitchcock, 1). D.]

Our present civilization, nominally Christian, is neverthe-
less distinctively and intensely materialistic.  Its special
task has been the subjugation of nature. It cannot be called
exclusively Protestant, but, along with Protestantism, whose
handmaid it has always been, it was cradled amidst inven-
tions and discoveries which have changed the very channels
of history. Printing with movable types, Gunpowder for
the battlefield, the Mariner’'s Compass, the Passage round
Good Hope, the Discovery of new Continents, were the
signs and wonders of the new epoch. By new applications
of science, by new sciences, both land and sea are considera-
bly more productive than they were. These products are
wrought up into endless varieties of form, both for use and
for ornament.  And commerce, which began on the Persian
Gulf, has now all oceans for its own.

The result is great wealth, rapidly accumulated, with an
inequality in the distribution of it which cannot be wholly
justified ; an inequality which only began not very long ago
to be redressed : in Prance, by the Bevolution of 178!), and
the Code Napoleon; in England, about twenty-five years
ago; in Germany, and most other European countries, not
yet. Here in the United States the inequality to be redressed
has never equaled that in Europe. As a fair representative
of our present'civilization, take England, all things consid-
ered, the first nation in Europe: her industry the most
diversified, her wealth the greatest, her will the stoutest. In
the fifteenth century she was quoted throughout Europe for
the number of her land-owners and the comfort of her peo-
ple. In 1873 about 10,000 persons owned two-thirds of the
whole of England and Wales. In Scotland, it is still worse,
half the land being owned, itis said, by ten or twelve per-
sons. Over against this growing wealth and dwindling num-
ber of proprietors, stands the ragged army of paupers, of
which England is ashamed. The continental contrasts are
not so startling; Prance, indeed, is quite the other way,
with her 5,000,000 of land-owners. But taking Europe as a
whole, and comparing the prices of labor with the cost of
living—food, clothing, and shelter—it can be proved that the
average European peasant of the fourteenth century, as also
of the fifteenth, was better off relatively than the average
European peasant of the nineteenth century. As Froude
has said, the upper classes have more luxuries, and the lower
classes more liberty ; while in regard to the substantial com-
forts of life, they are farther apart now than they were then.
And the greater the wealth of the nation as a whole, the
greater the inequality between its upper and lower classes.

This is due largely to the extraordinary advances made
in manufacturing and commerce, which have reacted even
upon agriculture, revolutionizing also its methods. Every-
where now machinery carries the day. Inventors are the
potentates, replacing the Alexanders, the Caesars, the Ghengis
Khans, the Napoleons of the past. Look at the mowing-
machine, sweeping across the hay-field like a charge of
cavalry ; but anybody can learn to manage it who has wit
enough to whet and swing a scythe. In one of our cotton
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mills 1 saw a machine, called the Warper, which from 358
spools, was taking the 358 threads required for the warp of
a web of cloth, and was winding them upon a drum or
cylinder for the loom. When a thread broke, the machine
instantly stopped, to have the ends tied. A child was tend-
ing the machine. Which was master, the child or the ma-
chine? And which was servant, the machine or the child?
Our best pocket chronometers, that used to be called by the
names of their famous makers, Patek, Jurgens, Frodsham,
now bear the name of the Massachusetts village whose fac-
tory turns them out by the hundred, as some other
factory turns out its wooden pails. Our machinery is mar-
velous. Already some of it talks. If only it could be made
to think, very little would be left for brains to do, except,
possibly, to invent a new machine occasionally. Some of
this machinery certainly requires very careful handling, but
much of it may be handled by almost anybody. The very
design of it is not merely to cheapen and stimulate produc-
tion, but also to supplement the scarcity of skilled labor.
And so, apparently, its tendency has been to lower the
average of artisan ability. It not only permits, but en-
courages the employment of women and children, who ought
rather to be at home, or in school. Machinery thus gets the
better of manhood. Our civilization becomes a pyramid,
whose base is broad and crushing.

BEACONSFIELD'S LUCK.

Itis, perhaps, too soon to forecast the results of the war
in Afghanistan. Thus far, however, the campaign of the
British forces has been surprisingly swift and successful.
The frontier passes have been carried ; in every onset
the invading armies have been victorious, and they are
now far on their way to Cabul and Gandahar. The
latest despatches announce the flight of the Ameer into
Turkestan. To this date all the dismal forebodings of
the enemies of the present Governmental policy and
statesmanship at the head of English affairs have gone
down before the star of Beaconsfield’s luck. Some fea-
tures of this good fortune have been exceedingly dra-
matic. When Parliament was recently summoned to
meet, the problem of forcing the frontier passes was not
yet solved. Rumors of disaster were in the air. The
opposition were nerving themselves for a bitter attack,
and hopeful of gaining strong ground against the Gov-
ernment. But on the morning of the meeting Beacons-
field and his colleagues came into Parliament with a ray
of eastern sunshine around them in the shape of dis-
patches from Gen. Roberts announcing the defeat of the
Ameer’s forces and the capture of Peiwar Pass. Before
the eclat of this success the attack of the' opposition
melted into a rather weak affair, and the Government
was sustained and their measures carried by an over-
whelming majority.

If we were to look for the secret of the persistent good
luck which seems to follow Lord Beaconsfield and his
governmental policy, I think we shall find it in the fact
that his Eastern policy is in harmony with the designs of
Divine Providence in regard to Palestine and the He-
brew race. In other words, he is an Israelite, and is
working for the inalienable interests of the sons of
Abraham in the East.

Disraeli, more than any other living statesman, seems
to have risen to the plane of invisible politics, and come
into sympathy with the spiritual powers which have in
charge the ethnic drama of the ages. Bismarck only,
approaches him in this respect. And in these later days,
when prophecy and fast-developing events point to a
coming readjustment of the relations of the Hebrews to
the other nations, the conspicuous position and leader-
ship of Lord Beaconsfield is one of the most striking and
interesting facts. Of pure Hebrew lineage, a convert to
English Christianity, none better than he have studied
and fathomed the relations of the Hebrew and Hellenic
civilizations. No one has been more faithful to the inspi-
ration, mission and claims of his race. He is to-day the
finest and most conspicuous representative of its spiritual
and political destiny. Itis for this that the “ starsin
their courses ” fight for him. For more than twenty-six
hundred years the prophetic message has been on
record : ““I will bring again the captivity of my people
of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and in-
habit them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink
the wine thereof ; they shall also make gardens, and eat
the fruit of them. And 1 will plant them upon their
land, and they shall no more be pulled out of their land
which 1 have given them saith the Lord thy God.” To
make the fulfillment of this programme possible—it must
be evident to every student of world-politics—it is neces-
sary that Anglo-Saxon civilization should obtain para-
mount control through all Southwestern Asia and North-
eastern Africa. This is the exact objective point toward
which Lord Beaconsfield's Eastern policy is directed. He
would make the Anglo-Saxon empire of England the
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foremost power of the Eastern Continent; he would sub-
ject to the control of that empire the lands which were
the grand Oriental home of ancient civilization, and re-
invade them with the freedom and civilization of the
nineteenth century. This end he would win peacefully
and diplomatically, if possible; forcibly, if necessary.
In this work he evidently moves in sympathy with all
the throbbing, resurrection energies of God's purpose
and providence. 1 p

CORRESPONDENCE.

Bakersfield, Cal., Dec. 1, 1878.
We greatly enjoyed “ Cerebrum Abdominale” and wish
the writer had more to say on the subject, though the
last article was so full and good it seemed as if nothing
more could be needed. I

Paola, Kansas, Dec. 16, 1878.
Dear Sociatist.—YO0U Still make your weekly visits
to our humble fireside to cheer and educate us. 1 ob-
serve some progress in this county in the right
direction: one school-district of my knowledge has
adopted the plan of furnishing all the books used in the
school—the teacher having charge of them, and none
being carried home. Let other schools do likewise, and
thus step by step will the cause of Communism grow,
and almost imperceptibly.  Surely by this mustard-seed
process the Kingdom of Heaven will finally be ushered in
upon us in the shape of universal Christian Commu-
nism. But O ! what patience and faith are required at
the hands of those who see what ought to be and what
is surely coming, so prone are such to desire to realize
it now, and to get into a fault-finding attitude because

others do not see and help on the work.
Truly yours in hope, s. n.

b. r.

India is having a revival of monotheism—a considerable
going back of the more thoughtful class from the popular
idolatry and polytheism to a worship of the one unknown
God of the Vedas. The leader of this movement is Swami
Dya Nand Saraswati, a man of great logic and persuasive-
ness, whose eloguence, in spite of the native opposition, has
enabled him to draw a following of 2,000,000 persons, or-
ganized as the Arya Samaj. The center of this monotheism
is at Lahore in the Punjab, the birth-place of the Vedaic
Hymns. This is by no means a Christian movement, but
purely Indian, and based on new studies of the Vedas—the
most ancient literature of India. Dya Nand Saraswati’s
commentaries on the old Sanscrit poems are taken as the
highest of Vedaic scholarship. Interesting, but you see the
Indian mind is still revolving upon its own axle-tree.

WOMAN'S TOPICS.

The Woman's Tribune is the name of a new paper just
started in Indianapolis.

A Mrs. Stiles has invented an ink-stand for railroads and
ocean steamers, and obtained a patent therefor.

Miss Elinor Talbot is the first woman ever admitted as a
student to Brown University.

The right to study surgery and take degrees at the univer-
sities belongs to women as well as men, says the Emperor
of all the Russias.

Martha Washington, after the death of her husband, had
the franking privliege conferred upon her for life—the only
woman that was ever allowed to frank a letter.

““An eight hour man,” says the] Woman’s Journal, <<on
going home for his supper found his wife sitting in her best
clothed on the doorstep reading a volume of travels. ‘How
is this! ' he exclaimed; ‘where is my supper?’ ‘I don’t
know,’ replied the wife. ‘1 began to get your breakfast at
6 o'clock this morning, and my eight hours ended at
2p. m.”

The Working Women’s Protective Union of New York City
shows a good record. It has been the means of bringing to
justice 6,500 defrauders of working women ; it has supplied

over 100,000 applicants with employment and relief—20,00Q>
calls for aid having been made upon it the last year; and it

has been instrumental in obtaining legislation to punish the
withholding of wages, and also to add extra costs to their
suits for pay.

It having been widely published that woman suffrage in'
Wyoming is a failure, and that at the late election only wo-
men of the baser sort voted, B. F. Crary, Presiding Elder
of the Methodist churches of that Territory, publishes a card
in which he affirms from his own personal observation and
knowledge that all such statements are utterly without foun-
dation. He says, “ The very best ladies of the Territory vote,
and as they generally vote on the right side of all questions,
the lies told to their detriment originate with men of the
‘baser sort.””

Mrs. Roberts, of Washington, gave a worthy example of
what perseverance and patience will do, when, about a year
ago, she opened a Penny Lunch in that city. At the time of
Mrs. Roberts’ venture, suggestions were being made through-
out Washington for some means by which the sufferings of
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the unemployed might be alleviated. After consultation
with friends, this lady conceived the idea of supplying the
hungry with a lunch for a penny. She made her way into
business circles, and solicited contributions of flour, sugar,
coffee, potatoes, etc.; which were cordially given. Two
rooms on a back street were then hired, and, borrowing a
stove, some crockery ware, knives and forks, and other
necessary implements, she set to work. She sold tickets
(entitling the bearer to one lunch) to ladies and gentlemen
for distribution to needy persons. Every day found a crowd
of hungry men, women and children, waiting for their bowl
of soup and generous slice of bread. Workingmen who were
earning little or nothing sent their families here day after
day. Now the institution is an established fact. Three
meals a day are given for three cents,— Woman's Journal.
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Subscribers t0 the ““Socialistic Union” win please
enter on their list of members the following :

Aron Evans, Columbus, Cherokee Co., Kansas.

William Macfarlane, 447 Milwaukee St., Milwaukee,
Wis.

THE PARDON OF HEY WOOD.

Ezra Heywood, who was sentenced to.serve at hard
labor in Dedham jail, Massachusetts, for two years, for
sending his ““ Cupid’s Yokes ” through the United States
mail, has been pardoned by the President after seven
months’ imprisonment.  This event will occasion great
rejoicing among the friends of Mr. Heywood and all who
consider the famous Comstock laws, under which he was
arrested, fined and imprisoned, as antagonistic to the
spirit of Republican institutions; and there are thou-
sands who are of this mind and who are earnestly labor-
ing for their modification or repeal. The act of the
President is doubtless not intended as an expression of
opinion on his part concerning these laws, but it cannot
fail to strengthen the hands of all who are opposed to
them, and will be interpreted as a rebuke to Comstock
himself. We think, too, thatthe President’s action in this
case will be generally approved as both courageous and
wise. Special legislation and the conferring of extraordi-
nary powers of censorship over the mails upon a single
individual are repugnant to the deepest instincts of every
liberty-loving man; and President Hayes, we observe,
has a way of taking counsel of these “ deepest instincts ”
and acting under their guidance rather than under the
advice of mere politicians, and so is pretty sure to do the
wisest thing in emergencies. In this respect he re-
minds one of his lamented predecessor, Abraham Lin-
coln, who was a constant puzzle and vexation to the
politicians, a

WHO IS COMING ATOP?

In the great open game between the corporations and
the people the corporations have won. But in the
secret game which has been going on between the
corporations and the lawyers the lawyers have won,
and so become the power behind the throne. The
great railway companies, composed for the most part
of simple business men, are immeshed in a net of ques-
tions involving legal rights and duties and the framing
and interpretation of contracts. Every one of them has
to have its paid lawyer, and in the end the concern has
to move as he directs if it does not fall into his actual
possession. The fees paid to these advisers are simply
immense. Tilden was a great railroad lawyer, working
for the most part out of view, and, growing very rich,
he thought to come into sight and seize the gover-
norship of New York and then the presidency of the
United States. A lawyer is sitting in nearly every chair
in Congress ; sitting there and looking like a statesman,
when in reality he is only guarding and furthering the
interests of his corporation—some mine or railway or
steamship company. This supremacy of the legal
fraternity is easily accounted for. The lawyer is a
trained talker, and the world is wheedled and governed
by talk. The lawyer is a fighter, and the law itself,
although pervaded by a nearer and nearer approach
to an ideal justice, is little more than a record of all the
fights there have been in the struggle for property and
existence. In every new contest and clash of rights
the lawyer is on hand to take the post of direction and
profit. But this supremacy of the attorney is coming
to an end. The lawyer has found an antagonist that
will worst him at last. It is the editor, the news-
gatherer; in short, the press; and the fight has begun.
The newspapers of this country, in their healthy func-
tion of gathering news, telling the truth and bringing
everything to the light, have begun the work of uncov-
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ering the rapacity of the legal class and of exposing
their selfish influence in the councils and business of the
nation. General Butler, preeminently a lawyer, active,
energetic, shifty, always talking and never acknowledg-
ing defeat, says he hates the newspapers. He snuffs the
coming battle. He has been made to feel that ink is
more mighty than talk; that what is printed goes farther
than what is spoken. The late exposure of the Demo-
cratic cipher telegrams by the New York Tribune was
a triumph of the printer over a combination of lawyers.
It is written, “ Woe unto you lawyers ! ” and we repeat,
Woe unto you lawyers, unless you can subside and fall
into your true places, below the truth-teller and print-
er. And to you Socialists we say, You may be sure that
the legal fraternity and legal ideas can never be in-
trusted with your work of social regeneration. You
may use them, but #nly as Russia has used her Cos-
sacks, to stand before the civilization of Europe and
drive back the rough-riding hordes of Tartary.

IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS.

A few weeks since, in an article entitled “ Right Con-
ditions,” we called attention to the imperfect conditions
under which modern spiritualistic phenomena usually
occur, and attempted to show that professional medi-
ums, by their relations to society around them—to say
nothing of the machinations of the invisibles—are in
circumstances of great temptation; and that before
thoroughly trustworthy phenomena of a high order can
be reasonably expected to become common, the condi-
tions of the mediums themselves must be radically im-
proved. We now offer a suggestion which, well carried
out, it seems to us, would go far to accomplish this de-
sired improvement.

Our suggestion is that every Spiritualistic circle
should devote a part of the time usually allotted to
““the manifestations” to securing the best conditions
for their fullest and highest expression. This object
will be found practically to involve much sincerity on
the part of the phenomena-seekers toward one another;
and to prevent its running into acrimonious censure and
profitless grumbling it will require to be subjected to
certain regulations, such, for example, as have been
evolved in the practice of the system of Mutual Criti-
cism. Indeed, this system might, in our opinion, be
adopted at once by Spiritualists everywhere with great
profit. We have had occasion heretofore to commend
it to the churches as just the agency required to keep
their organizations perva.led with sincerity, brotherly-
love and godliness ; but there is quite as much necessity
for its adoption by Spiritualists, and in some respects
their circumstances are more favorable for its practice.
Their ““assemblings together” are more often in small
companies of just the size to make Mutual Criticism
easy and effective; they are generally given to free
speech, and it should therefore be easy for them to fall
into the habits of truth-telling required by the system.
The manager of a stance might easily differentiate
into a moderator, and keep his circle in accord with the
two following rules, which are about all that are essen-
tial to the profitable working of the system:

1. In giving criticism no one shall indulge in re-
marks suggested by personal enmity or resentment.

2. In receiving criticism the subject shall quietly
accept what is said to him, making no reply, save to
correct obvious misstatements of facts.

But most generally, we should suppose, the criticism
would not take a personal form, but be directed toward
wrong conditions of mind and spirit, with a view to
their correction. For instance, it is perfectly obvious
that mere curiosity is not the element most favorable
to the development of the best spiritual phenomena;
neither is the personal desire to see or talk with one
of our dead relatives, however natural it may be;
nor is extreme credulity on the one side, or skepticism
on the other. At present the conditions of a seance are
not always allowed to take care of themselves; resort is
often had to vocal or instrumental music or to both
combined, and generally with good results. A lively
song will sometimes attract a “ control” when all else
fails. We conceive that a lively time of truth-telling
might, after the spirits became accustomed to it, possess
a still more powerful charm.

Nor need the practice of criticism stop with the visi-
bles. It might be projected beyond the vail. Many
““spirit controls” evidently need criticism as much as
mortals, and may be in condition to receive it with
equal profit. Of course, the lowest class of spirits
would rebel against it, as our grosser neighbors do in
this world ; but the real improvement-seekers ‘‘over
there” would, we think, hail criticism as a blessed
boon, and show their appreciation of the ordinance by
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greater readiness to communicate with the lovers of sin-
cerity on this side. We have, indeed, seen the experi-
ment made and with some satisfactory results.

This is a fruitful theme; and we may recur to it
again: meanwhile we invite our Spiritualistic friends
to make a trial of the system of Mutual Criticism in
their stances and gatherings of all sorts, assuring them
that, if their experiments are properly conducted, they
cannot fail to get ““manifestations” that will be worth
more to them than all the “ spirit rappings ” they have
ever heard.

COMMUNITY ITEMS.

ONEIDA.
—Now we've got by the shortest days.
—Furs and arctics and sleighing and Christmas.
—Santa Claus finds it no joke to come our way.
The stockings of fifty-nine little ones to stuff with toys
and goodies.
—Hear the sleigh-bells.

“ How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,
In the icy air of night.”

—The coasting continues with unabated ardor. Just
enough snow comes down every day to keep the sliding
in prime condition.

—Our housekeepers have made one hundred pretty
dusters from turkey feathers. They enlivened the rich,
dark colors of the stiffer plumes with down softly tinted
with blue and Vermillion.

—In an institution like ours there are necessarily many
paths leading hither and thither. The building contain-
ing the counting-room, the silk and lawyer’s offices, and
the shoe and tailor’s shops, is across the street; so is the
seminary, in which are school-rooms and dormitories.
The most direct walk to the dining-room is also out of
doors; and then there are the Socialist office, the fruit-
room, the Turkish baths, the carpentry shop and laundry,
located at short distances from the main mansion. The
piano-cottage, too, is off across the lawn. Constant
communication with all these places is very essential to
the easy working of Communistic machinery; conse-
quently, after a night which has brought several inches
of snow, you will see in the early morning a man and
horse with a snow-plow, of home-invention, swiftly un-
covering the obliterated pathways. A mile or two of
this work puts us in good order for the day.

—We filched the following from a hook in J. H. N.’s
room, on which he hangs his odds and ends of thought:

““To show how little reliance can be placed on mathe-
matical demonstrations, in the deeper problems of the uni-
verse, take the following example: It can be proved mathe-
matically that motion is impossible ; thus: Any substance, in
passing from one point to another, goes over half the dis-
tance before it goes over the whole. But when it has gone
over the first half, the second half becomes a new whole and
is still divisible into two parts, the first of which must be
passed over before the second, and so on, ad infinitum. There
must always remain a half of the last space that has not
been passed when the other half has been. So that unless
a space can be reached the half of which is the same as the
whole, so that the whole can be passed in the same time that
the half is, the substance never can reach the point proposed.
But the condition thus required contradicts the axiom that
the whole of anything is greater than the half, and is absurd.
Therefore motion from one point to another is impossible,
and as all motion necessarily is motion from one point to
another, all motion is impossible.”

—Since the day when we introduced steam into our
house we have been subjected to considerable annoyance.
It was, of course, comfortable and handy and all that;
but then there was no end of thumping and cracking
and sputtering, and besides you often had to endure the
heat turned on when you didn't want it, and then you
couldn't get it sometimes when you did. Just when
you would reach the ragged edge of an early morning
nap—that delicious spot when your consciousness was
gliding on and on into the dim hush of nothingness and
nowhere—a sudden crash like the explosion of a tor-
pedo would bring you up on your elbow with a start,
while you exclaimed in a tone of wrath, “ O, that horrid
steam !” Oryou would just get baby asleep and take
up your sewing when chug, chug, whack, whang, would
go your coil, making it impossible to keep the little one
slumbering except by continual rocking. And so on
through the round of human grievances. We have, of
course, made considerable effort to modify the evils of
this high-pressure system of heating, and with some
good results; but this preamble is for the purpose of
mentioning our satisfaction at the way in which the low-
pressure system, which was introducedfinto the new wing,
operates. A delightful quiet, so far as steam is concerned,
reigns in that part of the building; you can have heat
when you wish it, just as much as you like, and without
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discommoding your neighbors. The boiler runs at a
three-pound or less pressure, and consequently the labor
of managing it is reduced to the minimun. Three
times or so a day a man puts in fuel, rakes out the ashes,
and leaves the self-regulating monster to take care of
itself, whereas in the high-pressure system some one
must be constantly on the watch lest a blow-up occur.
Communists, if anybody, have reason to" be thankful for
the low-pressure system of heating, and we are.

ONE THING AND ANOTHER.

The Erie Canal did more business this year than last.
The excess in grain carried was 15,000,000 bushels.

The Prussian Chamber of Deputies is moving to have the
Prussian railways put under the control of the Empire.

Mr. Conklin has come to the conclusion that a boss Sena-
tor can be a ““bigger man than old Grant” or any other
President.

That magnificent bridge across the Mississippi at St. Louis
has been sold to a company of New York and St. Louis capi-
talists for $2,000,000.

Good coal weather—fuel has dropped forty, sixty and
seventy cents a ton! but we shall soon hear the Pennsylvani-
ans singing in a miner key.

Tight times over there in England; they begin to have a
new appreciation of United States bonds as a safe and
profitable means of investment.

Mr. Beecher is too big to love, and so the Congregational
ministers of Brooklyn leave him out in the cold when they
get together to hold a little council.

India will only pay a part of the Afghan war expenses.
Mr. Faucett’s idea that even that much is unjust was voted
down in Parliament by a division of 125 to 235.

Our thinkers want to have civilization stop her noise.
Why can't she bless us without yelling at us with her steam-
whistles and booming in our ears with the din of her
thoroughfares?

Mrs. A. T. Stewart has been making Christmas gifts to all
the charitable institutions of New York, but the Hebrews
remember Judge Hilton, and say they don’t want Jews to
have any of his money.

The plan is to convert the tow-path of the Erie canal
into a narrow-gauge railway for the hauling of canal-boats
by steam. It is a splendid plan, and the execution of it
should be kept in the hands of the State.

Mr. Blaine wanted to have some investigation done, but
he didn’'t want to be the man to do it. So they made Sena-
tor Teller chairman of the committee, and when this gentle-
man goes home to his wife at night he will Teller all about it.

Shopping in New York City is an anxious, prickly kind of
business. The merchant is in constant fear lest his goods
be stolen, and his lady customers quake with apprehension
that something may happen to bring them under suspicion
and subject them to a mortifying search.

Princess Alice of England, and Grand Duchess of Hesse
Darmstadt, third child and second daughter of Queen
Yictoria, died of diphtheria at Darmstadt on the morning of
the 14th.  Her sphere of influence was comparatively small,
but she made it blessed by her philanthropy.

If you haven't already grown ugly in sin here is some
encouragement for you: A Washington correspondent of
the Gincinnati Inquirer says Sherman ““has a look that per-
fect and constant temperance and chastity give a man after
some years. These two observances alone will make a
homely man beautiful in time.”

Philadelphia has sent two first-rate rogues to the peni-
tentiary for ten years—John S. Morton, a sleek respectable
and descendant of a signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and Samuel Kuhn, both for forging 11,000 shares of
the Market-Street Railway Company, of which they were
the managers, making a total valuation of $1,000,000.

Gold has been looking after his par for a great while, and
now he has found him at last. Place. New York gold
room; time, half-past 12, Wednesday, Dec. 18; parties,
L. Gimbernat, 60 Exchange Place, and L. W. Gillet, 16 New
Street;, amount of transaction, $10,000. The famous gold
room is as dull as a country school-house in vacation.

What is the last new word? Damfino. This word
originated with the people—sprouted right up out of the
mucky earth. It is a splendid example of what Max Muller
calls “ dialectical regeneration” and ““phonetic decay,” and
has already come into general use wherever any one has the
courage to expose his ignorance with the least amount
of breath and the greatest amount of force.

The way out of Anthony Comstock’s hell of ultra legality
has opened up at last, and now honest folk can hope to speak
again. The President has exercised his pardoning power
and liberated E. H. Heywood, one of Comstock’s victims
who has been languishing in a Massachusetts jail. Hayes is
a good man to have around, and we think we can get along
without a Democratic President for two years at least.

A valuable horse fell through a rotten bridge in La
Grange, New York, and was killed. The owner brought a
suit against the town for $3,699, and won it; whereupon
the town sent the bill to the Highway Commissioners, and
Judge Barnard, in the Supreme Court, has decided that they
are personally responsible and must pay the bill.  Such
decisions as this are going to interfere with the pleasures of
office-holding.

The French Republicans have things pretty much all their
own way in the legislative department of their government.
The courts, however, are manned by a set of judges ap-
pointed under the Empire and by the Conservatives since
1870, and M. Dufaure finds it necessary to go slowly and
carefully in the work of making the changes in the judiciary
necessary to secure harmony between the decisions of the
courts and the wishes of the Government.

The Sultan has been making some changes in his ministry,
and he has been exhorting them to keep on good terms with
England and promote the reforms in Asia Minor suggested
by the English. To get the Turkish indebtedness into bet-
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ter shape he wants to borrow $100,000,000 under the guar-
anty of England, and he proposes to pledge the Egyptian
tributes, the surplus revenue of Cyprus, and part of the
revenues of Syria as a security for the payment of the
interest.

George Alfred Townsend, a brilliant Bohemian who has
given the President a dab now and then, writes this of Mr.
Hayes: ““I think his serenity almost an individuality. |
have sat many times in his presence and seen him receive
all kinds of folks. No king ever wore a crown more easily.
He treats them all with polite attention, and, | dare say,
forgets half they have said instantly. They go away
pleased, and he ends the long seance fresh as he begins. He
belongs to a long-lived family—they don’t fret.”

You will notice that the world has in one respect sim-
mered down, and come to the conclusion that over-produc-
tion of all kinds of machine-made goods is the cause of our
hard times.  This is the resultant of all our discussion, and
it has been ““felt out” by the commercial instinct quite as
much as ““thought out” by the philosopher and economist.
The President and Mr. Evarts, his Secretary of State, have
all along been acting on this conclusion. ~The consular ser-
vice has been put to work to extend our foreign commerce,
and now Mr. Hayes has addressed a short message to Con-
gress urging that something be done to enlarge our trade
with South America. There’s millions in it.

Bayard Taylor, the American Minister at Berlin, died at
his post, of dropsy, on Thursday, the 19th. Born at Kennett
Square, Penn., Jan. 11, 1825; German-American in blood ;
Quakerism was his first spiritual nidus—liberalism his final
resting place ; a man of immense vitality and capacity for
literary work ; poor printer boy—always ambitious to be-
come a poet—became a traveler, journalist, lecturer and
scholar; connected with the New York Tribune for nearly
thirty years. Faults—beer, tobacco and the ‘‘big headed-
ness,” which strong, self-made men often get. To this should
be added, his critics say, a vulgar disposition to make up in
luxury for early privations. Good works—thirty-five vol-
umes of tales, verse and letters of travel; these last gave
him a hold on public attention, while a few of his shorter
poems have hooked themselves to every heart by their
strength and tenderness. Graces—industry and a human
kindliness that gave him a following and made nearly every
one feel blessed in pushing his interests It was this which
made him a Foreign Minister.

In the Atlantic for January Charles Dudley Warner dis-
courses pleasantly on the ““Aspects of American Life”—our
love of money and our love of expense; our incapacity for
simple pleasures ; our grave intensity that defers enjoyment
for years and then goes to excess ; our political equality and
social inequality ; our overmastering desire to get something
rather than to be something. Under this head comes our
anxiety to get office while we are very slipshod as to our
qualifications for it. This is the vice of our minor poli-
tics. If Mr. Warner is not delicately didactic and ironical
you may believe that the Congressman is an exception:
““ Perhaps we have never considered why it is that the Ameri-
can Congress stands so high in the opinion of this country
and of the world.  This is the reason: When a man con-
templates the possibility of a Congressional career, he sets
himself seriously to prepare for that exalted station. He
studies geography, especially that of his native land, so that
he may not be liable to vote for an appropriation for digging
a river where a turnpike would be better ; he studies history,
and American history thoroughly ; he masters American poli-
tics ; he devotes laborious days and nights to the acquisition
of a knowledge of political economy, to a study of the laws
of finance and of trade as they are illumined by our own ex-
perience and that of other peoples; he makes himself fa-
miliar with the course of legislation as it affects the vital
interests of the country, for he knows that he is to deal with
imperial concerns and that his votes will have a far-reaching
influence in a vast republic. Perhaps he acquires the art of
expressing himself concisely, clearly, and readily. When the
people see a man thus accomplished, they take him up by a
sort of popular movement in the party and send him to Con-
gress. When he is there, he keeps himself in the background
at first, studying the situation, and learning the art of par-
liamentary legislation—a science in itself. And the Con-
gressman so accomplished and so trained the people keep in
Congress as long as he continues honest and capable, and
represents the principles of his district.”

Dr. John A. Weisse has written a book entitled “ Origin,
Progress and Destiny of the English Language and Litera-
ture.” The studies which led to it were undertaken ““ with
intent to show the inferiority of the English language as
compared with Greek, Latin, French and German,” but
ended in making the author a partizan of our mother tongue.
It has tables showing the percentage of Gotho-Germanic
and Greco-Latin words it has contained in each century from
the year 500 to the year 1600. It also has the percentages
of Anglo Saxon words used by different writers and periodi-
cals, coming in many cases singularly near those of J. H.
Noyes in his lecture on the famous ballad of “ John Gilpin,”
published in the American Sociatist for 1877. Mr. Weisse
lifts us into a fresh appreciation of our tongue and blood :
““The earth’s area,” says he, ““is 51,590,000 square miles,
and its population 1,377,000,000. Of this total population
the English language rules 318,298,857 souls (about one-
fourth) and 13,318,370 square miles (one-quarter) of earth’s
laud. This land and its dwellers are scattered from the
North Pole to the Equator, and thence to the South Pole.
It abounds in the most multifarious mineral and agricultural
resources, from gold and diamond to iron and coal, from
wheat to millet, from the sturdy oak to the fragrant cinna-
mon tree. Itsoccupants cultivate and manufacture the most
varied articles, which they ship, carry, sell and exchange all
over the globe. The English language controls the high-
ways and byways of trade. It is spoken by all races, from
the Esquimaux, Caucasian, Malayan, Hindoo and American
Indian to the Hottentot. It commands most of the world’s
mechanical skill, consequently most of its manufactures and
commerce, and most of its political, intellectual, social,
moral and religious influence. Who, then, can, who will
doubt that a language with such a choice vocabularv, such
vast resources and such an enterprising population is des-
tined to become, at no distant period, the universal language
on earth? Circumnavigate the globe, go from pole to pole,
and the English tongue will hail you on every ocean and sea,
greet you on every island, welcome you in every haven,”
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