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COMMUNISM.

Communism is a higher state of human existence
than the mere liberty of republicanism. Every one
praises and delights in the idea of family; it is re-
ferred to as all that is left us of paradise, and the
basis of all good in society. The family is Commun-
ism, so far as it goes. If there is any distinction
between the family state and the broader condition
of society, it is just this: In the family communism
reigns; and abroad, individualism. Now it can
not be very difficult to conceive that the family re-
lation should be extended—should unite families,
and spread through all hearts, so that a whole na-
tion and at last the whole world should become one
family. Let simply the spirit and principle that
makes home delightful, be extended, and you have
the elements of universal Communism. It is the
spirit that realizes unity of feeling and interest—
that excludes from between brothers the sordid bar-
tar of aliens, and keeps alive the solidarity of kin
dred life. This is all that makes home delightful,
the family spirit—Communism. There are little
beginnings of Communism the world over. There
is Communism between mother and child—between
husband and wife (where there is love and faithful-
ness)—between brothers and sisters, until they be-
come hardened and separated. The whole essence
of “home, sweet home,” is Communism, existing in
a partial, shadowy, degree. It does not seem alto-
gether Utopian to think of condensing families—
melting them together, and extending the feeling
of consanguinity. It is a superior state, but there
is no reason why it may not be looked for and
hoped for as possible in this world.

We do not ask mankind to believe in the possi-
bility of Communism in a state of selfishness. But
we ask them not to be illiberal toward those wdio
are seeking this state, and who believe in its possi-
bility. This higher state that must come in for the
final liberation of mankind, is the state of heaven—
the spirit and principle of the day of Pentecost;
that is, Communism.

We believe the people of this country are really
much nearer a preparation for this new step in
civilization than is generally imagined. If progress
is to go on, what we have pointed out is the next
step. The progress of mankind

in social and
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political elevation, may be clearly divided into four
distinct stages—Despotism, Constitutionalism, Re-
publicanism and Communism. The three first are
now exhibited in different parts of the world; the

fourth—on a great scale—is yet to come. Russia,
in the East, clings to the despotic, absolute
principle. Other parts of Europe have advanced

so far as to demand Constitutional governments,
and some are looking forward to Republicanism.
This country has gained Republicanism, and people
think, perhaps, has thereby reached its highest
point of development. But surely there is another
stige before it.

THE ENLARGED HOME AND THE
COMMON SCHOOL.

The enlarged home advocated by the American So-
ciatist necessarily results from the expansion and per-
fection of the principle underlying the great system of
common schools. That system rests upon these two
pillars ; first, that the best interests of the State re-
quire that all its children, the poor as well as the rich,
shall be educated; and, second, that, as this cannot be
accomplished through the small family, it must be done
by the State itself. Practically it is found necessary to
divide any given territory into districts for this purpose.
The first legislative enactment on this subject in Massa-
chusetts provided that there should be a teacher for
every town containing fifty householders ; and as early as
1643 it was voted in Connecticut ““that the town should
pay for the schooling of the poor and for all deficien-
cies.” Thus was the burden taken off the small families
and put upon the commonwealth. The example of
Massachusetts and Connecticut was followed by many
other States ; and the common-school system thus estab-
lished is one of the chief glories of New England. But
mark, it presupposes that the small family is, as a
general rule, unable to supply the wisdom or to bear
the burden of the education of its own members; it
assumes that unless the State takes this important mat-
ter in hand vast numbers of children, especially those
of poor parents, will grow up in ignorance, and thus
the general interests of the public will suffer In
later years this point has been pressed a step further,
and it is insisted that parents shall not have the power to
say whether their children shall be educated or not—
that the State has a right paramount to that of the
parents, and may compel the attendance of children at
school.

The common-school system of New England has refer-
ence mainly to intellectual education; it makes no claims,
at least at the present day, in behalf of moral and relig-
ious training. Infact the common-schools have lost what
little moral and religious power they once had, and are now
never thought of as places for teaching children principles
of righteousness.  On the contrary, it is well known that
children are often taught at these schools lessons of
immorality that nearly or quite counterbalance the
intellectual good they receive. They are taught to
fight and lie as well as to read and write. But all the
arguments of the common-school advocates against
leaving the intellectual education of children in the
hands of parents, apply with even greater force against
leaving to them the control of their moral and spiritual
training. The State has quite as many dangers to fear
from neglect and improper training in these respects as
in respect to mental education. The common family is
often too small, too poor, too exclusively occupied with
the labors incidental to ““getting a living,” to properly
care for the moral and religious wants of its members ;
and hence the necessity of common-schools of the high-
er class we have indicated. We need for these objects
the combination of the fifty households which our fath-
ers prescribed for each school district; and that is the
enlarged home of Communism. This higher school for
moral and religious culture can be had only at home.
Weekly meetings and Sunday-sehools of an hour’s dura-
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tion are wholly inadequate, as every body knows, and
can never make good the deficiencies of practical every-
day instruction by precept and example in the home circle
—such a home circle as might be made by the gathering
of a number of families together with a common interest
and common purpose of improvement. The greatest dan-
ger to our country and to its free institutions arises from
the lack of moral and spiritual discipline for the rising
generation—that lies back of all peculations and election
frauds and corruptions in office. Mere intellectual
drill will not save the nation and our institutions ; there
must be instruction in righteousness. The common,
schools at first had their prayers and Bible readings and
other things tending in the direction of good morals and
righteousness; but these are now pretty much elimi-
nated, and there has been no efficient substitute provided
—mnothing that is really doing for the moral and spiritual
character what the common schools are doing for the intel-
lect of the youth of the nation. The needed agency can be
provided in the enlarged home of Communism ; we do not
see how otherwise. Just as the States have been divided
into common-school districts for the convenience of
neighborhoods in respect to education, they must be
divided into districts for the convenience of the enlarged
homes which are sooner or later to cover the land.

But the point we would emphasize is this: While it
may be said of a considerable part of the civilized world
that every child has some privileges of intellectual
education, as it is it must be also said that a large part
of the children have no suitable provision for moral and
spiritual education. And if the propriety is seen of
extending the community principle so far as to give
poor children intellectual education, without inquiring
whether their parents are able to pay for it, much more
ought these children to receive moral and religious
training irrespective of pecuniary considerations.

The principle underlying the common-school system
is Communism. The Puritans of New England in
legislating that the town should pay for the schooling
of the poor, placed itself so far on the side of Commu-
nism, and against individualism. Their Communism
will be completed when all children are taken care of
alike in all respects.

It is common for people to say children must get good
morals at home. Yes; but there are just as good
reasons for saying they must get good schooling at
home. Is it likely that a home which is too limited in
numbers or in means to educate 'the minds of its children
is still ample enough in its resources to educate their
hearts?

The Puritans changed, at least so far as intellectual
training is concerned, the old doctrine that the common
family is the unit of society; they enlarged that unit so
as to include *fifty householders,” and made a unit in
which all distinctions of wealth, official station, etc.,
were obliterated, and all the children treated alike.
That was seen to be the proper unit of society so far as
common education is concerned. We propose a similar
change in the interests of morality and religion which
the Puritans carved out in respect to mental education.
We say that the family unit cannot be relied upon for
education in morals and righteousness any more than in
respect to mental training, and therefore call for a new
extension of the unit of society, similar to the one
proposed by our New England ancestors when they
demanded greater guarantees for the education of all the
children of the State than the common family could give.

The young people of a successful Community enjoy
the inestimable advantage of being well educated at
home. They do not have to forego the refining spiritual
and affectional development of a true home, for the one-
sided culture of a college. In Communism the educa-
tion of the head and heart may go along together,
and thus the youth of a Community can build up the
walls of a wholesome, integral character under the very
eyes of those who are most interested in them. Think,
what a load of anxiety this mode of education lifts off
from fathers and mothers. Parents who send a son
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to a college or a daughter to a boarding-school must
know that they are running a fearful risk. They may
see what studies their children are to learn marked down
in the college catalogues, but they do not see there the
priceless things which they may forget for want of home
influences. Nor do they see there any list of the terri-
ble things which children learn among strangers who feel
no binding responsibility for their souls. To the moun-
tain of anxiety and heart-ache which many parents suffer
who send their children away from home to be educated,
is perhaps added the final anguish of having them re-
turn moral or physical wrecks.

Communism, combining the University with the Home,
offers to children and parents a perfect insurance against
these evils. It gives to children all the knowledge of
the schools in the midst of the refining and ennobling
culture of home life. It gives to parents the pleasure
of witnessing the development of all their children’s

acuities in perfect safety.

PLATO AND THE SOCIAL AND POLITI-
CAL IDEALS.

[From Jowett’s Introduction to the “ Republic of Plato.”]

The Republic of Plato is the longest of his works
with the exception of the Laws, and is certainly the
greatest of them. There are nearer approaches to
modern metaphysics in the Philebus and in the Sophist.
The Politicus or Statesman is more ideal; the forms
and institutions of the State are more clearly drawn out
in the Laws; as works of art, the Symposium and the
Protagoras are of higher excellence. But no other
Dialogue of Plato has the same largeness of view and
the same perfection of style; no other contains more
graphic descriptions of character, or is richer in humor
and imagery. Nor in any other Dialogue is the attempt
made to unite the speculative and the practical, or to
interweave the State with philosophy. Neither must
we forget that the Republic is but the third of a still
larger work which was to have included an ideal history
of Athens, as well as a political and physical philosophy.
Lastly Plato may be regarded as the ““ captain or lead-
er” of a goodly band of followers; in him is to be
found the original of Cicero’s De Republica, of St.
Augustine’s City of God, of the Utopia of Sir Thomas
More, and of the numerous modern writings which are
formed on the same model. The Republic of Plato is
-also the first treatise on education, of which Milton and
Locke, Rousseau, Jean Paul and Goethe are the legiti-
mate descendants. Like Dante or Bunyan, he has a reve-
lation of another world; in the early Church he exer-
cised a real influence on theology, and at the Revival of
Literature on politics. And many of the latest thoughts
of modern philosophers and statesmen, such as the unity
of knowledge, the reign of law, and the equality of the
sexes, have been, anticipated in a dream by Plato.

The argument of the Republic is the search after
Justice, the nature of which is first hinted at by Cepha-
lus—then discussed on the basis of the old proverbial
morality by Socrates and Polemarchus—then caricatured
by Thrasymachus and partially explained by Socrates—
reduced to an abstraction by Glaucon and Adeimantus,
and having become invisible in the individual reappears
at length in the ideal State which is constructed by
Socrates. The State introduces the subject of educa-
tion, of which the first outline is drawn after the old
Hellenic model, providing only for an improved religion
and morality, and more simplicity in music and gymnas-
tic, and greater harmony of the individual and the State.
But this leads to the conception of a higher State, in
which ““no man calls any thing his own,” in which
there is neither ““marrying nor giving in marriage,”
and “‘kings are philosophers” and ““philosophers are
kings; ” and there is another and higher education,
intellectual as well as moral and religious, of science as
well as art, and not of youth only but of the whole of
life. Such a state soon begins to degenerate, and is
.hardly to be realized in this world. The old quarrel of
of poetry and philosophy which has been lightly touched
upon in the earlier books of the Republic is then fought
out to the end. Poetry is discovered to be an imitation
thrice removed from the truth, and Homer as well as
the dramatic poets, having been condemned as an imita-
tor, is sent into banishment along with them. And the
idea of a State is supplemented by the revelation of a
future life. * * * * *

Others as well as Plato have chosen an ideal
Republic as the form of conveying thoughts which they
mcould not definitely express, or which were beyond the
horizon of their own age. The classical writing which
approaches most nearly to the Republic is the “ De Re-
pubhca ” of Cicero ; but neither in this nor in any other
<bf his dialogues does he rival the art of Plato. He
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would confine the terms King or State to the rule of
reason and justice, and he will not concede that title
either to a democracy or to a monarchy. But under the
rule of reason and justice he is willing to include the
natural superior ruling over the natural inferior, which
he compares to the soul ruling over the body. Two
images of the just and the unjust are depicted by him
and transferred to the State—Philus maintaining against
his will the necessity of injustice as a principle of
government, while Laelius supports the opposite thesis.
His views of language and number are derived from
Plato ; like him, in the person of Scipio, he denounces
the drama, and declares that if his life were to be twice as
long he would have no time to read the lyric poets.
The picture of democracy is translated by him word for
word, though he has hardly shown himself able to
““carry the jest” of Plato. But his most remarkable
imitation of Plato, is the adaptation of the vision of Er,
which is converted by Cicero into the ““Somnium
Scipionis;” he has ““Romanized” the myth of the
Republic, adding an argument for the immortality of
the soul taken not from the Republic but from the
Phaedrus, and some other touches derived from the
Phaedo and the Timaeus. Though a beautiful tale and
containing splendid passages, the ““SomniumScipionis”
is very inferior to the vision of Er in dramatic power,
and hardly allows the reader to suppose that the writer
believes in his own description. Whether, as he says,
his dialogues were framed on the model of the lost
dialogues of Aristotle, or of Plato, to which they bear
so many superficial resemblances, the orator always
appears in them; he is not conversing, but making
speeches, and is never able to mold the intractable
Latin to the grace and ease of the Greek Platonic
dialogue.

Plato’s Republic has been said to be a Church and
not a State ; and such an ideal of a city in the heavens
has always hovered over the Christian world, and is
embodied in St. Augustine’s ““De Civitate Dei,” which
is suggested by the decay and fall of the Roman Em-
pire, much as the Republic of Plato is, by the decline
if Greek politics. He stands in much the same relation
to contemporary Rome as Plato did to his contemporaries
in Greece. In all such parallels there is a certain degree
of resemblance and also of difference, and the Christian
Dhurch is ever more an ideal than the Republic of Plato
and further removed from any existing institution. In
many other respects the resemblance between the
Republic and the great work of St. Augustine is merely
nominal. The “ Civitas Dei” is a controversial treatise
which maintains the thesis that the destruction of the
Roman Empire is due not to the rise of Christianity but
to the corruption of paganism. He has no sympathy
with the old Roman life as Plato has with the Greek
life, nor has he any idea of the ecclesiastical kingdom
which was to arise out of the ruins. The work of St.
Augustine is a curious repertory of antiquarian learning
and quotations, feeble in reasoning and criticism: enter-
ing little into the spirit of the ancient Roman life, but
deeply penetrated with Christian ethics. He has no
power such as Plato possessed of conceiving a different
state of the world, or of feeling or understanding any
thing external to his own theology. Of all the ancient
philosophers he is most attracted by Plato, though he is
very slightly acquainted with his writings. * *

The ““Utopia” of Sir Thomas More is a surprising
monument of his genius, and shows a reach of thought
far beyond his contemporaries. He is possessed of far
greater dramatic art than any one who succeeded him,
with the exception of Swift. He is as free as Plato from
the scruples of his age, and has as exalted a notion of
religion. His views of toleration ; his dislike of capital
punishment, and plans for the reformation of offenders;
his evident detestation both of priests and of great men ;
his remark that ‘f although every one may hear of rav-
enous dogs and wolves and cruel man-eaters, it is not
easy to find States that are well and wisely governed,”
curiously disagree with the notions of his age and with
his own life. There are many points in which he shows
a modern feeling and a prophetic insight like Plato.
He is a sanitary reformer; he maintains that civilized
States have a right to the soil of waste countries; he is
inclined to the opinion which places happiness in pleas-
ure. His ceremonies before marriage; his humane
proposal that war should be carried on by assassinating
the leaders of the enemy, may be compared to some of
the paradoxes of Plato. He has a charming fancy wor-
thy of the Timaeus that the Utopians learnt the lan-
guage of the Greeks with the more readiness because
they were originally of the same race with them. In
several passages he alludes to Plato, and quotes or
adapts the thoughts both from the Republic and from the

Timaeus. He declares himself strongly in favor of the
community of property, though aware of the arguments
which may be urged on the other side. He is full of
satirical reflections on the governments of mankind and
on the state of the world. He quotes the words of
Plato describing the philosopher ““standing out of the
way under a wall until the driving storm of sleet and
rain be overpast; ” which admit of a singular applica-
tion to More’s own fate ; although writing twenty years
before (about the year 1514), he can hardly be supposed
to have foreseen this. There is no touch of satire which
strikes deeper than his quiet remark that the greater
part of the precepts of Christ are more at variance with
the lives of ordinary Christians than the discourses of
Utopia. The “ Utopia” is also very interesting as illus-
trating Sir Thomas More’s character, which has been
deeply affected by the study of Plato.

The * New Atlantis ” is only a fragment, and far in-
ferior in merit to the ““Utopia.” The work is full of
ingenuity, but wanting in creative fancy, and by no
means impresses the reader with a sense of credibility.
In some places Lord Bacon is characteristically different
from Sir Thomas More, as, for example, in the external
state which he attributes to the governor of Solomon’s
House, whose dress he minutely describes, while to Sir
Thomas More such external trappings appear simply
ridiculous. Yet, after this programme of dress, Bacon
adds the beautiful trait, ““that he had a look as though
he pitied men.” Several things are borrowed from the
Timaeus ; but he has injured the unity of style by add-
ing thoughts and passages which are taken from the
Hebrew Scriptures.

Other writings on ideal States, such as the *“ De Mon-
archia” of Dante, which is a dream of another Roman
Empire, existing by the side of the Papacy, and like
that deriving authority immediately from God (the di-
vine right of this second power is established in true
scholastic form, and by quotations from Scripture and
the classics); the ““*Oceana” of Harrington in which
the Lord Archon, meaning Cromwell, is described not
as he was but as he ought to have been ; the ““ Argenis ”
of Barclay, which is a political allegory of his own time
are too unlike Plato to be worth mentioning. The
change of government in the time of the Commonwealth
set men thinking about first principles, and gave rise to
many works of this class. In the ““City of the Sun ”
by Campanella, who wrote in the year 1623, a commun-
ity of women and goods is established, and the principal
magistrate, who is called the Sun, is elected after a
strict examination in all kinds of science. There are no
traces in Swift of an acquaintance with Plato. Nor do |
observe any knowledge of Plato in Dante’s ““DeMon-
archia,” which is in many ways the most remarkable of
these modern works, though he is well acquainted with
the Nicomachean Ethics and with Augustine’s ““De
Civitate Dei.”

Human life and conduct are affected by ideals in the

same way that they are affected bg the examples of
eminent men. Neither the one nor the other are 'imme-
diately applicable to practice, but there is a virtue
flowing from them which tends to raise individuals above
the common routine of society or trade, and to elevate
States above the mere interests of commerce or the
necessities of self-defense. Like the ideals of art they
are partly framed by the omission of particulars; they
require to be viewed at a certain distance, and are apt to
fade away if we attempt to approach them. They gain
an imaginary distinctness when embodied in a State or
an individual, but still remain the visions of ““ a world un-
realized.” Most men live in a corner, and see but a little
Avay beyond their own home or place of occupation ;
they do not ““lift up their eyes to the hills ;” they are
not awake when the dawn appears. Butin Plato, as from
some ““tower of speculation,” we look into the distance
and behold the future of the world and of philosophy.
The ideal of the State and the life of the philosopher;
the ideal of an education continuing through life and ex-
tending equally to both sexes; the ideal of the unity
and correlation of knowledge; the faith in good and
immortality—are the vacant forms of light on which
Plato is seeking to fix the eye of mankind.

COMMUNISM PETWEEN BROTHE,RS.

Communism between parents and children, while the
latter are under age, is, in civilized countries, quite uni-
versal ; but cases where the children continue to hold
their property in common after arriving at maturity, are
considered rare ; yet they are far less so than is gener-
ally supposed. Many instances have come to my knowl-
edge where brothers who had property left to them, have
refused to separate, preferring a common interest to an
exclusive one; and were greatly prospered in their
choice. They considered that they were—in a business
point of view—necessary to each other. A. had gifts
in one line of things, and B. in another, and by holding
their material interests in common, they had the advan-
tage of each other’s gifts and talents ; but if a division
had taken place, each would have been, in some re-
spects, only halfa man. W.ith reference to this sub-
ject a friend writes as follows :

““1 was much interested in the account given in a late
Am. Sociatist 0f the Whitin brothers and their joint



product ‘Wiliitinsville.” Why do not philanthropists
and political economists notice these instances of com-
munistic tendencies and draw the obvious inferences?
In this village are two brothers who have never separated
their property. They follow different trades, live in
separate houses with their respective families—are
good business men, and yet their funds are all in com-
mon. Each uses what he needs, and loss or gain for
one, means the same for the other. At first it was a
mere matter of convenience when they were boys and
young men, but now they affirm that much of their pros-
perity has resulted from this involuntary arrangement.”

Another instance, I recall to mind, where two brothers
held their farms in common, and were remarkably suc-
cessful in the management of their common interests.
One managed the finances, buying, selling, etc., while
the other gave his entire attention to the farm products.
If a friend inquired of O, “How it was that they suc-
ceeded in their businesses so much better than their
neighbors?” he would reply, ““It is all owing to the
superior gifts of D.” And when 1). was asked the same
question he would reply, ““Itis all owing to C's. better
judgment.” Einally, through the influence of the wife
of one of the brothers, the men, for the sake of pacifying
an unreasonable woman, were compelled to divide their
property and give up their family communism, that they
loved so well, and carry on business separately. The
brothers grieved sorely at this, affirming that had one of
them died the other could not have felt more lonely and
desolate. From the date of their departure from family
Communism, also dated the departure of their good luck
and prosperity.

Sequel. The woman who caused the separation of
the brothers in their business, ultimately caused the
bankruptcy of her husband, and much unhappiness in
his family followed.

In the abstract, Communism may look slightly fright-
ful, while in the concrete, tangible form, it is truly the
most desirable social condition conceivable. We have
known persons who condemned it theoretically' but con-
stantly commended it by their deeds ; thus leading one to
believe that there is a good deal more Communism in the
world than is publicly acknowledged ; more of it in the
hearts of men, women, and children, than is dreamed of,
and, for the simple reason, that society is becoming more
and more civilized, which is evidenced by the increase of
confidence in man’s integrity. Communism is not fully
organized, not talked about except to a very limited ex-
tent; but it is working in a thousand quiet, unobtrusive
ways, “ seeking not its own but another’s good.” g. c

TRANSCENDENTALISM
LAND*

IN NEW ENG-

V.

I+ New England Transcendentalism tended, on the
one hand, to the production of an original and brilliant
literature, on the other hand, in a practical direction, it
tended strongly toward social and other reforms. ““Its
legitimate fruit,” says Mr. Erothingham, “ was earnest-
ness, aspiration and enthusiastic energy. “ The Trans-
cendentalist was by nature a reformer. He could
not be satisfied with men as they were. His doctrine of
the capacities of men, even in its most moderate state-
ment, kindled to enthusiasm his hope of change. How-
ever his disgust may have kept him aloof for a time, his
sympathy soon brought him back, and his faith sent
him to the front of the battle.” The leading spirits of
Transcendentalism and its rank and file, were all in
sympathy with the Anti-Slavery movement; and one of
them, Theodore Parker, brought the full strength of his
amazing energy and masculine eloquence to bear in its
behalf. In him John Brown found a hearty and
practical sympathizer.

““To Transcendentalism belongs the credit of inaugurating
the theory and practice of dietetics which is preached so
assiduously now by enlightened physiologists. The people
who regarded man as a soul, first taught the wisdom that is
now inculcated by people who regard man as a body. The
doctrine that human beings live on air and light; that food
should be simple and nutritious; that coarse meats should be
discarded and fiery liquors abolished; that wines should be
substituted for ‘spirits,’ light wines for heavy, and pure
water for wines;—has in all ages been taught by mystics and
idealists. The ancient master of it was Pythagoras. Their
idea was, that as the body was, for the time being, the
dwelling place of the soul, its lodging and home, its prison
or its palace, its organ, its instrument, its box of tools, the
medium of its activity, it mustbe kept in perfect condition for
these high offices. They honored the flesh in the nobility of
their care of it. * * * *

““The chief mystic of the Transcendental band, Mr. Alcott,

**“ Tbanscendentalism in New England. A Histoby.”
By Octavius Brooks Erothingham. New-York, 1876. G. P.
Putnam’s Sons.
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has been the chief prophet of this innocent word.” * * *
In his case health, strength, agility, sprightliness, cheerful-
ness, have been wholly compatible with disuse of animal
food. Few men have preserved the best uses of the body
and mind so long unimpaired. Few have lost so few days ;
have misused so fewr; are able to give a good account of so
many. The vegetarian of seventy-six shames many a canni-
bal of forty.”

Another reform which originated among the Transcen-
dentalists, was the movement for the enfranchisement of
women and the enlargement of her sphere of duty and
privilege. “ More definitely than any other,” says Mr.
Erothingham, ‘‘this reform can trace its beginnings and
the source of its inspiration to the disciples of the
transcendental philosophy. The Transcendentalists
gave it their countenance to some extent, to a man and
a woman, conceding the truth of its idea even when
criticising the details of its application.”

“ The ablest and most judicial statement on the question
was made by Margaret Fuller in the Dial of July, 1843.
The paper entitled the “ Great LawsSuit” was afterwards
expanded into the little volume called “ Woman in the XIXth
Century,” which contains all that is best worth saying on the
subject, has been the store-house of argument and illustration
from that time to this, and should be read by all wffio would
understand the cardinal points in the case.”

It was, however, in the field of Socialism that Trans-
cendentalism did its most memorable work. It pro-
duced Brook Farm. In this work the man who had
been one of the most influential in introducing and
planting the seeds of the transcendental philosophy,
and in explaining and advocating its principles, George
Ripley, was the leader. The sketch which Mr. Froth-
ingham gives of Mr. Ripley’s history and character is
charming. We quote parts of it

“ George Ripley, one year older than Emerson, was one of
the forerunners and prophets of the new dispensation. He
was by temperament as well as by training, a scholar, a read-
er of books, a discerner of opinions, a devotee of ideas.
A mind of such clearness and serenity, accurate judgment,
fine taste, and rare skill in the use of language, written and
spoken, was of great value in introducing, defining and in-
terpreting the vast, vague thoughts that were burning in the
minds of speculative men. He was one of the first in America
to master the German language ; and his bent of mind
being philosophical and theological, he became a medium
through which the French and German thought found its
way to New England. He was an importer, reader and
lender of the new books of the living Continental thinkers.
His library contained a rich collection of works in philosophy,
theology, hermeneutics, criticism of the Old and New
Testaments, and divinity in its different branches of dogmat-
ics and sentiment.”

In 1826, Mr. Ripley, who had prepared for the minis-
try at Cambridge, accepted a call to be the pastor and
preacher of a church in Boston. In 1841, on March 29,
he resigned his charge and parted from his ..church.
The next day he “ took up his new ministry at Brook
Farm.”

““The founder of Brook Farm was not a doctrinaire, but a
philanthropist on ideal principles. W.ith the systems of So-
cialism current in Paris, he was at that period wholly unac-
quainted. The name of Charles Fourier was unfamiliar to
him. He had faith in the soul, and in the soul’s prophecy of
good; he saw that the prophecy was unheeded, that society
rested on principles which the soul abhorred; that between
the visions of the spiritual philosophy and the bitter realities
of vice,' misery, sin, in human life, there was an unappeasa-
ble conflict and he was resolved to do what one man might
to create a new earth in preparation for a new heaven. He
took the Gospel at its word, and went forth to demonstrate
the power of its principles, by showing the Beatitudes to be
something more substantial than dreams. His costly library,
with all its beloved books, was offered for sale at public auc-
tion, and the price thereof, with whatever else he possessed,
was consecrated to the cause of humanity that he had at
heart. He had no children, and few ties of kindred; but
the social position of the clergy was above any secular posi-
tion in New England at that time; the prejudices and antipa-
thies of the clerical order were stubborn ; the leaders of
opinion in State and church were conservative, to a degree it
is difficult for us to believe ; the path of the reformer was
strewn with thorns and beset with difficulties most formidable
to sensitive spirits. Mr. Emerson had resigned his ministry
nine years before, and for the reason too that he was a Trans-
cendentalist, but had retired to the peaceful walks of litera-
ture, and had made no actual assault on social institutions.
Mr. Ripley associated himself at once with people of no
worldly consideration, avowed principles that were voted
vulgar in refined circles, and identified himself with an enter-
prise which the amiable called visionary, and the unamiable,
wild and revolutionary. But his conviction was clear, .and
his will was fixed. Sustained by the entire sympathy of a
very noble woman, his wife—who was one with him in aspira-
tion, purpose, and endeavor, till the undertaking ended—he
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put “‘the world' behind him, sold all, and followed the Masteiv

“Mr. and Mrs. Ripley were the life of the Brook Farm
Association.  Their unfaltering energy, unfailing cheer, in-
exhaustible sweetness and gayety, availed to keep up the tone
of the institution, to prevent its becoming common-place”
and to retain there the persons on whose character the moral
and intellectual standard depended. It was due to them that
the experiment was tried as long as it was—six years; that
while it went on, it avoided, as it did, the usual scandal and
reproach that bring ruin on schemes of that description; and
that, when finally it ended in disaster, it commanded sympa-
thy rather than contempt, and left a sweet memory behind.
The originator was the last to leave the place of his toil and
vain endeavor; he left it, having made all necessary provi-
sion for the discharge of debts, which only through arduous
labors in journalism he was able afterwards to pay.”

As supplementing this description of Mr. Ripley and
his going to Brook Farm we will quote a passage from
an article by Rev. Dr. Samuel Osgood, on “ Transcenden-
talism in New England.” in the last number of the
International Review :

“ He was not a radical, but a constructive thinker. He held
views in some respects quite conservative. He took great
comfort in what he regarded as the marrow of historical
Christianity, and he made no secret of his preference of such
a thoughtful manual of spiritual religion as Barclay’s Apolo-
gy over the critical sharpness of Norton’s ““Statement of
Reasons.” Mr. Ripley was pastoral, affectionate, and de-
vout in his disposition, and far from being revolutionary in
his tendencies. Under different associations he might have
taken a different course, and without undertaking to speak
for him or to interpret his mind, we may easily conceive of
his sympathizing with such philosophers as Coleridge, and
such theologians as the brothers Hare and Frederick Maurices
and of his taking more satisfaction in their church fellow'-
ship than in that of the disciples of Belsham and Priestley,
who had so much to do with forming the early tendency of
Massachusetts liberalism, however little they have been fol-
lowed by the latter school.

“ It seems strange to us now, that a man of Mr. Ripley’s
quiet disposition and studious habits should have made such
abrupt change in his career, and started an enterprise so
wholly novel and out of keeping with his education and
companionships as the Brook Farm Association. The ex-
planation may be the easier if we remember that wherever
new movements in thought appear, these movements tend to
show themselves in practical shape, and every faith has its
practical fellowship, as the whole tenor of that time both in
Europe and America showed. We must remember also what
Mr. Frothingham hints, that Boston society in that day was
not encouraging to new social undertakings within or without
the nominal church. Strong as the attachment of the domin-
ant conservatives was to their faith and to their Christian in-
stitutions, their religious fellowship was more civil and lit-
erary than it was ecclesiastical; the congregations gave to the
term Society more emphasis than to that of Church; church
membership was quite secondary to social and civic position,
and the last idea to be entertained was the idea of basing new
and serious plans of associate industry and education upon dis-
tinctly church relations. Then too the dominant liberal con-
servatism had its own forms of excommunicationand its way of
dropping and cutting and burning in spite of its boasted charity
and genuine kindness and its honest abhorrence of the ancient
fanaticism of the gallows, the fagot, and the guillotine. How
to combine and to fortify the new spirits of light and prog-
ress, this became a pressing practical question, and Brook
Farm seems to have been in part the result of a movement
which appears from its constitution and laws to have started
far more with the purpose of securing the rights and welfare
of the individual than building up any consolidated commun-
ism. Without undertaking to criticise the plan or the
working of this Association, we must be content with saying,
that it seems to.have begun with claiming for each member
privileges that could not be allowed without harm to the
corporation in the end; as for example in requiring that all
labor should be rewarded alike, however skilled or unskilled,
and in promising to all shareholders interest on their shares
without liability to taxation. But as the. movement now
stands in the light of history, we must regard it as a noble
aspiration rather than as an economical achievement; and
while we cannot ignore the rare energy and self-sacrifice that
were shown by the ruling spirits, we most prize them for
their prophecy of the good time coming, when by just
methods labor, skill and capital are to meet in practical co-
operation, and social science is to join with Christian faith in
the future of civilization. As things are tending now, the
Brook Farm movement has more serious regard among
thoughtful men of Christian convictions, than it had thirty
years ago, and the mind that moved, the farming and schol-
arly brethren of Benedict, the artists of Cluny and the
thinkers of Port Royal, to live and labor together for the
glory of God and the welfare of mankind, still lives and

reads lovingly every record like this story of Transcendental
brotherhood.”

The Navies oe the Wortd.—A French naval officer M*
Marchal, estimates the relative strength of the war navies of
the great Powers as follows:—If England be represented by
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1,000, France will be represented by 767, Germany by 384,
and Italy by 255. The fleet of Turkey comes next, and ranks
before that of Russia. The war navy of the Czar, as com-
pared with ours, is as 138 is to a thousand. Austria, Brazil,
and Chili come last on M. Marchal’s list, and we find no men-
tion of the United States. The seven strongest ironclads are
the Inflexible, English: the Duilio and Dandolo, Italian; the
Ajax, English; the Foudroyat, French; the DreadnaugM,
English; and the Peter the Great, Russian. Italy possesses in
her cuirassed vessels, the Duilio and the Dandolo, thanks
to their powerful artillery, the most formidable engines of
destruction existing ; but to England is awarded the palm of
having in the Inflexible the most perfect model of a ship of
the new class yet constructed.
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mpT Persons who send us manuscript and desire to ham it
returned in case it is not published, must in each instance
mention at the time itis sent that it is to be returned, and
must inclose to us sufficient money to pay return postage. Un-
less this be done we cannot undertake either to preserve err re-
turn it.

1t is not generally known that Luther was one of the
first advocates of general education. As early as 1524
he wrote {‘an address to the Common Councils of all
the cities of Germany in behalf of Christian Schools
and two years later he wrote to his friend, the Elector of
Saxony: ‘' Government, as the natural guardian of all
the young, has the right to compel the people to sup-
port schools. What is necessary to the well-being of a
State, that should be supplied by those who enjoy the
privileges of such State. Now nothing is more neces-
sary than the training of those who are to come after us
and bear rule. If the people are too poor to pay the
expense, and are already burdened with taxes, then the
monastic funds which were originally given for such pur-
poses are to be employed in that way to relieve the peo-
ple.” Itis further recorded that in 1527, with the aid
of Melancthon, he drew up the plan of the Saxon school-
system, and that “‘through life the education of the
young of all classes in free schools was one of the objects
nearest his heart.”

The discussion started in a London paper on dress--
extracts from which we give on another page—are wor-
thy of serious consideration. If the assertion is true—
and we see no reason to doubt it—that ““what is expend-
ed in dress for the average woman would keep the
whole sex in food and clothing,” then it behooves wo-
man, as a friend of humanity, to rise superior to the
thralldom of fashion, and dress justly, considerately, no-
bly. We are taught that ““the love of money is the root
of all evil;” but what can be said of the love of dress.?
Is it not a fruitful source of anxiety and misery to wo-
men, and an annoyance and an oppression to men? Has
it not been the cause of many a family quarrel ? Does
it not introduce discords into many homes'? These are
important questions; and we hope the example of our
English friends will be followed, and the subject dis-
cussed freely and impartially by the influential classes—
not left solely to the Woman’s Rights’ orators, nor to
the strong-minded criers for “‘reform”—until civil-
ized society proclaims the evils of the dress tyranny and
unites in popularizing simplicity and common sense.
Who will begin the criticism ?

Db. John W. Dkapeb, in his address before the
American Chemical Society, criticises our colleges and
educational institutions for falling behind the march of
science, adhering too closely to obsolete forms and
courses of study. There is certainly justice in this, as
every wise thinker will acknowledge. Our habits of in-
tellectual thought, as well as our practical modes of life
are modified and changed from year to year, by the con-
stant achievements of social and scientific discovery ; and
a system of education which would keep abreast of- the
times should be! sufficiently flexible and versatile to admit
of continuous variation. The method of last year does not
exactly fit the present situation, and if it remains fixed,
the divergence increases with each sucessive annual cy-
cle. A course then of educational discipline, founded on
needs of two or three hundred years ago, would seem
at first sight to be absurd, as applied to the wants of the
present time ; yet this, or something very near it, is true
of most of our university courses of study, and it is
this that Db. Dbapex complains of. It is so much
easier for the human mind to run in a fixed groove than
to find for itself new and original methods of thought
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and action, that we sometimes think the interposition of
divine power in one way and another constitutes our sole
salvation from a state of endless and inexorable routine.

The Vacillating policy of England in regard to the
Turkish question continues ; while Russia is acting as if
inspired by an impulse which can only end in the down-
fall of the Moslem rule in Europe. The speech of the
Emperor Alexander, at Moscow, though moderate in
tone, evinces a determination to carry out the Rus-
sian policy, even at the expense of a war, while the mobili-
zation of the Russian army and the hostile preparations
in Turkey and England, cause the situation at the pres-
ent moment, to look decidedly warlike. In spite of the
symptoms, however, we consider it improbable that
England will take up arms in defense of Turkey; and
we are inclined to treat the demonstrations of the Eng-
lish government as little more than harmless bravado,
intended for diplomatic effect, and not for serious ear-
nest. The Russian popular movement toward Turkey
is evidently too strong to be checked, even by a conser-
vative government; while there is little doubt that the
Muscovite rulers are in full accord with the people, and
considerable probability that public sentiment has been
stimulated and guided according to the wishes of the
Emperor and his counselors. It is noteworthy that while
the official bulletins of the Russian Government have
been from the first peaceful in character and ostensibly
opposed to warlike measures, there has been all the
while a steady and uninterrupted progress of events
tending to draw the Russians toward the Bosphorus.
Those who have carefully examined the situation will
see in this an indication that the present crisis was not
brought about by ordinary causes, but is the result of
a patient and far-seeing diplomacy which has been opera-
ting for years with a single eye and an undeviating,
purpose.

The Pall Mall Gazeim says that ““among the conse-
quences which history will trace to the ambitious move-
ments of Russia in Eastern Europe is an agitation of the
whole Mussulman world from the Atlantic to the bor-
ders of China. We have lately had occasion to note the
rising passions of the Mohammedans in our Indian do-
minions, and there are symptoms of the same restless-
ness among the populations on the Southern shores of
the Mediterranean Sea.”

Thebe is a large class of Americans who watch the
progress of the Eastern question in Europe with great
interest.  This is composed of the people interested in
missions. In Eastern Turkey, itis well known, are loca-
ted some of the most interesting and prosperous mis-
sions of the American Protestant Church. In the event
of that region passing under the control of Russia,
the cause of these missions would very likely be
much obstructed, unless such powers as England and
Germany should insist on their present toleration and
protection. The Russian Government and the Rus-
sian Church are quite intolerant and hostile toward such
missions.

THE HA RMONISTS.

SECOND UETTEB.

Their Leaders—a Du dity—their Removals—Celibacy-
Great Secession—Destruction of their Property Rec-
ord—Principles—Practical Life.

[ Editorial CorreBpondence.]
Economy, Penn.

Thebe are several things in the history of the Harmo-
nists which have seemed to me of special interest.

Eirst, their leaders have all been men of superior
ability. George Rapp, their founder® had great strength
of character, and maintained his position until his de-
cease at four-score and ten, preaching only two weeks
before his death. He is represented as of commanding-
appearance, being six feet high, and well proportioned ;
very industrious, spending his leisure hours in study
of the natural sciences; easy of approach, and even
witty in conversation ; eloquent in his sermons ; deeply
religious—*““a man before whom no evil could stand ;”
and very simple in his habits. | take no stock in the
stories of his tyranny, though itis quite probable that
in the early days his enthusiasm may have carried him
to the extreme of fanaticism.

Second, the relation between George Rapp and his
adopted son, Frederick Rapp. In this duality the
elder Rapp was the dynamic; the younger the more
conspicuous and expressive. The one was predomi-
nantly religious ; the other a great lover of artin all its
forms. The one was founder of a new social order;
the other gave to that new order its appropriate exter-
nal expression. Frederick Rapp was, inshort, not only

the business manager of the new kingdom, but its archi-
tect and beautifier. He it was who laid out their villages
in symmetrical order, and designed their houses, and
gave to them whatever ornamental features they pos-
sess; he it was who most fostered their taste for music
and art; he designed the summer-house, made of cut
stone, which stands in the Rapp pleasure-garden ; and
he, I have no doubt, was the chief designer of the intri-
cacies of the Labyrinth, both here and at New Harmony
on the Wabash. W.ithout George Rapp there would
have been no Rappite Community, but without Freder-
ick Rapp it would have lacked many of its most attrac-
tive features.

Third, their removals. There is nothing in their his-
tory which more forcibly illustrates their unity and
thorough subordination than these. It is quite an event
for a large family to move from one State to another ;
but here a hundred families sold their all in their first
home, and moved off into the wilderness of Indiana,
and in ten years made a fine village and surrounded it
with vineyards and orchards and fruitful fields; and
then, at the word of their commander, and at the risk of
great pecuniary loss, sold every thing the second time,
and commenced a new home on the Ohio.

Fourth, their adoption of celibacy. In 1807 a power-
ful revival of earnestness pervaded the Community ;
and they were led to make a fuller consecration of
themselves to the Lord’s service than they had done be-
fore. The younger members took the lead in renouncing
marriage, being told by their leader and by the apostle
Paul that ““He that is unmarried careth for the things
that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord:
but he that is married careth for the things of the world,
how he may please his wife.” Since that date celibacy
has been the rule among the Harmonists; and such
earnestness and unanimity was there on the subject that
it was not found necessary to separate the sexes, nor sepa-
rate the parents from their children ; and to this day the
brothers and sisters live together in the same house,
relying upon their religious restraints alone to keep
them from falling into ““temptation and a snare.”

Fifth, their great secession. Thistook place in 1832.
The previous year Bernhard Muller, who called himself
Count Maximilian, had joined the Community with
a few disciples, persuading the Harmonists that his
views were substantially the same as theirs. But he
soon showed himself .a veritable parasite; disseminat-
ing his own views with such shrewdness that he soon had
a third of the Community on his side, and an actual
division of the Community took place—two hundred and
fifty of the members withdrawing, and taking with
them in all $105,000 of property. They settled at
Phillipsburg, not far away from Economy ; but it was
not long before they had wasted their means and broken
up their organization.

Sixth, the voluntary destruction of their property-
record. Under their original constitution it was agreed
that in case any member should withdraw from the Com-
munity there should be refunded to him whatever prop-
erty he brought to the Community ; and a careful record
of the same was kept; but in 1818 Father Rapp, who
was one of the principal contributors to the Community
fund, proposed ““for the purpose of promoting greater
harmony and equality between the original members
and those who had come m recently,” that this property-
record should be destroyed ; and it was accordingly com-
mitted to the flames with the unanimous consent of the
Community. Thus was the bridge burned behind
them. And who does not see how wise a thing it was,
for those who would abolish all fictitious distinctions
between man and man, and remove all temptation to
return to the old world of sin and selfishness ? Eighteen
years later, in 1836, a radical change was made in their
constitution, so that thereafter the property brought in
by new members became absolutely the property of the
Community, and no seceder could claim any thing “as a
matter of right.” And the courts have in every case of
trial decided against the demands of seceders and in
favor of the Society.

Of the principles of the Harmonists | need not make
any particular statement. It is perhaps sufficient to
say that they are very religious, making the salvation
of their souls the one supreme object of their lives;
that they are thorough believers in the Bible ; and that
they regard the Second Coming of Christ as near at
hand. Rapp expected himself to live to witness that
great event. It is not likely that they will change their
attitude on this subject. ““We believe that God has
called us and given us the truth, and we will wait on
him till the end,” they will reply to every suggestion
of radical change of theory or practice.

Of their practical life and present condition | need
not say much. They eat five times a day, having three



regular meals and two lunches, and do not limit them-
selves much in respect to kinds of food. One of the
best dinners | ever ate was at their hotel, which was
formerly a popular resort for visitors. They are indus-
trious, but no one works hard. The women from
mchoice labor in the gardens. In early times they went
with the men to the field. There are a great variety of
shops, but many of them are manned by hirelings.
They have a common laundry where steam and
machinery save much labor, and they also have a
common bakery, from which bread is distributed twice
a week ; milk is brought to every door, and meat is
supplied to each household according to its numbers ;
the store supplies other articles; but their necessities
are few, for wealth has not spoiled their simplicity.
That they are, in short, a healthy, well-fed, well-
clothed, happy people, is most apparent.

A great Hall is pointed out not far from the church,
wherein are held their three annual festivals—the Anni-
versary, the Harvest Home, and the Lord's Supper.
On these occasions there is singing and speaking and
feasting ; and before the last there must be thorough
reconciliation between all the members. The Harmon-
ists also observe with special interest Christmas,
Easter and other days.

In receiving members they require' like the Shakers
and Perfectionists, a thorough opening and confession of
the past life of the applicants.

The young .people, on reaching maturity are allowed
their choice between becoming full members of the Soci-
ety (providing of course they are of suitable character), or
going outside, or remaining and working for wages ; and
more prefer the latter alternative than the former, though
required in such case to conform to the customs of the
Society even in respect to celibacy ; but the greater num-
ber take the second alternative, choosing a life of complete
independence with all its drawbacks to the restraints
of Communism.

In respect to the future of Economy, outsiders have
much more concern than the Harmonists themselves,
who quietly wait in trust for the coming of the Lord.

W. A H.

The result of the Presidential contest still remains
doubtful, in spite of the frantic efforts of each party to
make out a case for itself. “ My belubbed bred'ren,”
said an old negro preacher to his flock, ““ bressed am dey
dat don’'t hope for notin, 'cause dey a'nt gwine to be
disappointed.” We commend this bit of philosophy to
those perturbed souls, who are waiting in anxious
suspense for the final returns.

The decision of Judge Westbrook to change the
venue in the suit of Moulton vs Beecher, from Kings
to Delaware County, has resulted in the abandonment
of the case by Mr. Moulton. This is probably the end of
the famous ““scandal” so far as the courts are con-
cerned. Several weeks ago the Committee appointed
by the Congregational Council to receive and investi-
gate charges against Mr. Beecher, after holding them-
selves ready for several months to receive and inves-
tigate such charges, and inviting them from all persons,
have published their final report entirely vindicatory
of Mr. Beecher. No charges were brought forward
against him. This ends ecclesiastical investigation.

Db. 1. I. Hayes, who has shown no ordinary ability
as an Arctic explorer, is much disappointed at the results
of the late British Expedition, and thinks that its com-
manders showed a deplorable lack of English pluck.
The Dr. does not accept the conclusion that the way to
the Pole is inaccessible to human perseverance; and
would evidently not be unwilling to make another at-
tempt himself, with suitable vessels and outfit.

The debut of Mme. Essipoff, the Bussian pianist,
in New-York last week excites considerable interest in
musical circles. She is pronounced by some critics, to
be not only superior to any living female performer,
but the equal of the first male pianists. The friends of
Arabella Goddard, who has hitherto been considered the
best artist of her sex on this instrument will not, how-
ever, be willing to admit all that is claimed for the new
comer until her powers have been thoroughly demon-
strated.

Mr. Macready the English actor, speaks in his “ Rem-
iniscences ” of an excellent defense against cold, recom-
mended to him by a nobleman. It is simply two or
three sheets of paper—a newspaper would do as well—
laid across the chest under the vest. “ This forms a
cuirass,” says Macready, “‘impenetrable by Boreas,
Eurus, or any of the malignant gales, that drive cough
and often consumption, into the lungs of the unwary.”

AMERICAN SOCIALISE

This simple breastplate will on the coldest day, without
upper clothing diffuse, under exercise, warmth through
the whole frame. In a climate where east winds prevail,
or to any one caught out in cold weather, this simple
expedient, may prove a valuable recipe.

REVIEW NOTES.

The Religion op Evolution. By M. J. Savage.
Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co.

Pbofessob Huxley’s lectures on Evolution have served
to direct attention to this subject, and since his departure
the press has teemed with publications discussing pro
and con the disputed hypothesis. The greater part of
the literature, however, which has thus far appeared
has consisted of sermons, and we suspect that the work
before us is but a series of discourses which were first
addressed to a church audience. The author, we under-
stand, is a Unitarian minister of Boston, and the main
body of the book is filled with the old arguments of the
Unitarians against the Orthodox. Indeed, the apparent
object of the book is to take advantage of the facts and
arguments furnished by the Evolutionists to fight Ortho-
doxy the more successfully. So far as the doctrine of
Evolution is concerned the long discourses on ““ Prayer,”
the ““Doctrine of Atonement, ” etc., might better have
been omitted. You can read a long time in these dis-
courses without perceiving any necessary connection
between their principle topics and evolution, though the
author always strives to make some kind of nexus.
We might be unwarranted in saying the real intent of
the work is to show that Liberal Religion or Unitarian-
ism, with a little modification, is the religion demanded
by the new principle of evolution, butthat impression is
very likely to be made on its readers.

But while we thus criticise this work we are not in-
sensible to its merits, and would especially commend
its introductory chapters. Its sketch of the successive
battles which have been fought between science and
religious dogmatism is calculated to humble those who
will listen to no evidence that seems to contradict the
letter of the Bible.

Thus, the first great battle between these combatants
was over the question whether the world is round or has
a flat surface. “ And so high did the feeling run, and so
bitter was the opposition on the part of the priests of the
Catholic Church (and the ministers of the Protestant
Church as well—for they were linked together hand in
hand in fighting that battle), that one of the priests of
the middle ages went so far as to say that the Church
could better endure having the existence of God called
in question, or the immortality of the soul, or the relig-
ious nature of man, than that it should listen to the
damnable heresy that the world was a globe, and not a
flat surface. And Luther and Melancthon, those grand
lights of the Reformation, went quite as far in their op-
position to this new science as the priests of the Catholic
Church. And what were their arguments ?  Why, such
as these : That the Bible spoke every-where of ‘the
face of the earth,’ and said nothing about any other
side but the face. Again: that, if there were any an-
tipodes living on the other side of the world, then the
character and government of God were impeached, be-
cause he had made no provision for their salvation.
And again ; the command had been given to the apostles
to go into all the world, and to preach the gospel to every
creature ; and since the apostles had never visited any
nations at the antipodes, therefore there were no such
nations.”

Next a battle was fought over the position of the earth
in the solar system. ““And here, again, the arguments
are very strange” that are brought against the new
truth. ““Luther laughed at and ridiculed the foolish
scientific men of his day who said that the sun was the
center of the solar system, and that the earth revolved
about it, and clinched his argument by saying that
Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, and not the
earth ; and therefore it could not possibly be that the
earth moved around the sun, instead of the sun moving
around the earth. And then, when Galileo invented his
telescope, so that he could see the moons of Jupiter,
instead of looking through his telescope, and finding out
whether he really did see the moons, they charged him
with being in league with Satan, and said that through
Satan’s help he had invented an instrument which crea-
ted the heavenly bodies which he claimed to see. And
here, again, with these old ideas inherited from the past,
they fought against finding out what were the real facts
in the realm of nature concerning the way in which God
had constituted this wondrous universe of ours.”

Then came the battle over the antiquity of the earth
and of man. “ Here, again, the same old weapons were
used in the fight against this new, grand and Higher

277

truth. When sea shells and the fossil bones of fishes
were discovered upon the sides and near the summits of
high mountains, instead of believing what geology
taught—that the mountains had themselves been under
the sea, and had afterwards been raised by the natural
action of the forces of the earth—they claimed that the
presence of these things must be explained upon the
theory that the flood had carried them there, and had
left them behind when it had passed away; or they
claimed that these were false creations of Satan, made as
an imitation of, and a parody upon, the works of God ;
or they claimed that they were the first attempts of God
in the way of creation ; that he had to try several times
before he succeeded, and that these were the remnants
of his failures ; that he had thought out better ways
afterwards, and created the existing specimens of life on
the face of the earth after newer and finer patterns.”
And this battle the author claims, has been fought out
and ended, and the question of the antiquity of the earth
and of man is ““ absolutely settled for the mind of every
man who is at all familiar with the facts that go to
prove it.”

As the religious dogmatists have been worsted in all
these great conflicts, the author assumes that they will
fare no better in the present struggle over the question
of '‘the methods of creation, and what was the origin of
life upon the globe, and by what process living creatures
have developed from the first simple beginnings in
the primeval oceans up to the grandest manifestations of
the intellect of humanity.” But whether this conclusion
be generally accepted or not, all will agree with Mr.
Savage that ““religion has not really suffered from the
contests of the past; that so far from receiving any det-
riment on account of the overthrow of those that have
assumed to be Her champions, it has grown grander and
more magnificent every time. Religion, in other words,
has been helped, advanced, uplifted, magnified, and
made grander by the conquests of science. And how ?
Not that certain definite forms of religion, certain
theories of theology, certain sectarian claims, have not
been injured; for these have been overthrown, and
ground to powder. But these are not religion : these
are simply the false and mistaken theories of man.
These have been trodden down in the advancing thought
of humanity ; but religion has been made grander.”

While, however, we commend individual passages in
Mr. Savage’s book, we do not think it will be generally
accepted as a conclusive and satisfactory answer to the
question he himself propounds, namely : ““If evolution
is true, what have we left in the way of religion?” The
deep questions growing out of the principle of evolution,
as well as evolution itself, can never be thoroughly set-
tled, on the supposition that there is a spirit-world
(which is fully admitted by such evolutionists as Mr.
Savage), until direct communication is established with
its inhabitants ; theories on the origin and development
of man and other profound questions will at best be
only hypotheses supported by circumstantial evidence.
So long as spirit existence is not disproved, it must be con-
ceded that there is a possibility of obtaining direct per-
sonal testimony which will clear up the mysteries of evo-
lution and religion ; and hence the plain duty of scien-
tists and philosophers is to devote themselves to the
solution of that ““previous question.”

FASHION.

It is really remarkable that the spirit of progress,
which has worked such amazing changes in many ways,
has gained so little influence in the direction of re-
straining excess in dress. The tyranny of fashion is
as great to-day as m any previous age. It would
seem that the enlightenment with which the nine-
teenth century is so pregnant, would occasion a great
outburst of sense ; but on the contrary the mandates of
fashion are none the less binding, and the tendency is
toward extravagance, and an elaborateness which bor-
ders on the nonsensical.

We notice with pleasure that the London Public
Opinion has opened its columns to a discussion of
““Expensive Dresses and Fashion,” which has elicited
some very sensible writing from different persons. The
first writer, signing himself E. McGregor Allen, says:

“ It is a grave question—whether the continual fluctuations
in female costume are the more productive of good or evil ?
Inventors and producers urge the benefit to trade. Per con-
tra must be placed the pecuniary ruin of men, and moral ruin
of women. Some women make every sacrifice to indulge ex-
travagance in dress! This abject slavery to tyrannical fash-
ion, this absolute abdication of individual will, on the import-
ant social subject of dress, are fatally opposed to modern
theories of sexual equality. Even strong-minded women dare
not be out of the fashion. Men are coxcombs in youth.

After forty most men pay little or no attention to fleeting
fashions. It is different with women. Materfamilias learns



278

the Grecian bend from her daughter. To the verge of the
grave, even after death, some women study their personal ap-
pearance :—

“ *Odious! in woolen ! ‘twould a saint provoke !’
Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke ;
‘No! let a charming chintz and Brussels lace
Wrap my cold limbs, and shade my lifeless face.
One would not, sure, be frightful when one’s dead,
And, Betty, give this cheek a little red.’

“ Every distinction of beauty, complexion, stature, ceases if
fashion gives the word. Our public places are filled with
ladies in uniform, whose whole appearance shows as little
variety as if their clothes were bespoke by the colonel of a
marching regiment. * * Awoman says she wears nothing but
what she is obliged to wear. Question each of those tyrants in
particular, and you will see the same submission and self-
sacrifice. ‘If women invent fashions why do you not each
invent for yourselves, since you may be quite sure that a
fashion invented by another woman aims to conceal some de-
fect which she has, or some beauty which you possess.’” (Les
Femmes.) Women should reflect that fashions change and
return in acycle. Thus, the best way to be never quite out
of the fashion is never to copy it closely and to extremes.
Our grandmothers wore their hair dressed almost exactly
like the modern chignon. Some earnest women are alive to
the fact that the invention of a rational permanent costume
would he a better measure of reform than demanding the
suffrage! Underneath a good deal of nonsense talked about
“dual garments' at the Women’s Convention in America,
there lurked the idea that the present female costume might
be greatly improved.

“ Men would have no right to object to a radical change in
female dress, provided always that it did not seek to confound
the distinction of sex. No woman who respects the dignity
of her sex would dress like a man. Much could be urged in
favor of the Bloomer style ; but women repudiate it in favor
of crinoline.”

A second writer, signing himself “ Simplicity ” says :

‘*On looking over some papers which had been consigned to
the safe keeping of a chest and the company of many an odd
relic of bygone days, | alighted on an essay | had formerly
written on'‘ Ladies’ Dress.” It at once recalled the many
hours of anxiety | had passed in trying to elucidate why
ladies should spend so much of their time in considering how
to adorn themselves, and | thought the subject-matter in that
essay might afford food for reflection to your correspondent
‘aDesirer of Reform.” My essay opened with an account of
how the first woman dressed, traced the many and various
fashions through all times and nations down to the present
era. Then came the difficulty, how to account for this all-
absorbing study, dress. | imputed it as absurd and vain to
imagine that woman, in herself so divine and beautiful,
would adorn her personto amuse or please her natural adorer,
man. That she should carry this study to any extent to
please her own sex would be an equally rash act on her part;
listen to the comments and remarks one dear creature makes
on another dear .creature’s dress. What then remained?
The eminent philosopher who denied the possibility of innate
ideas has doubtlessly justified himself in the sight of the
world, and he may be correct. As far as his philosophy,
when appliedto the genus homo, is concerned, | wbuldnot say
a word against it, but when he applies it to the genus femina,
Sir, depend upon it he is wrong. Woman has one innate
idea, dress! It is cultivated from the time when it is discus-
sed whether baby shall wear caps or not, until she emerges
full-fledged at her first ball. Mothers and sisters do all they
can to bring this one innate idea forward, and the bud in-
creases to the flower, and what a beauty it becomes! Al-
most as vulgar as the large, bold, many-colored dahlia.
This, then, is the explanation. Dress ‘is an innate idea; (
and so, being the only ‘innate idea,’ of course it seizes on
the whole mind, after the fashion of first come first served;
it engrosses the surrounding faculties and organs, and at
length reigns triumphant and supreme. The only way to
bring dress to a level with the other occupations and amuse-
ments of womankind is for parents to nip this ‘ innate idea’
in the bud. If the young lady scorns such parental advice,
and encourages her one ‘ innate idea,’ let herbe placed in one
of those houses of ‘ dress correction’ which will soon be es-
tablished of necessity, and there undergo that special course
of restraint which dress doctors will have proved by experi-
ence to be beneficial.”

A third writer, “Justina,” a woman, comments thus ;

“* A Desirer of Reform’ says in your columns he has for
some considerable time been forcibly impressed with a prob-
lem he is unable to solve, viz., Why the generality of women
in our day are so much given to dress, or, rather, the love of
display and the fondness of admiration? | am not going to
attempt to solve the problem, but to defend my own sex from
his accusations. | think it remains to be proved whether the
well-informed sensible woman is a rare as well as a pleasing
exception. | think, if your correspondent will take the
trouble to look around him, he will find a great many women
that will shun the Beau Brummel part of mankind, and will
take an interest in almost any subject that an intelligent and
thoughtful man may converse upon, and not only take an in-
terest in, but show him she really knows a little of the matter
by reading or observation. == = == = =R ==
* * * * * He wishes women would occupy
their minds with thoughts that would be more interesting to
the male sex. 1 wish he had stated what kind of thoughts or
pursuits would be most interesting to that all-important part
of the human race, then, possibly, women might take their
attention from, as he says, the all-absorbing topic of dress
and fashion| and instead of always desiring to see and be
seen, might probably, also like to be heard. ”

And the fourth writer adds several pertinent sug-
gestions :

“ 1, too, shall be glad to see this question discussed in
your paper. Women have invented a most ingenious answer
for this question, they say they dress to please the male sex;
now this is not correct, as men in most instances have to pay
for the female dress, either married or single, and it is only a
silly fop of a husband, or a father or mother (with the absurd
idea to get their daughters off), who deck the female body
with the extreme of the fashion. Just fancy a man marrying
a girl’'s dress, a pretty mouth, or a head of hair hanging to
her shouldars.

““l ask the ladies the question, How many husbands has
every new style of dress got them? Women will tell you
they cannot get married if they are not dressed to catch the
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eye of the male sex.
catch a husband.

““Men (if any), should set their faces against marrying any
woman who thinks she can get a husband by showing off
her dress. Winter is coming on : it is to be hoped womenwill
wear thick soles to their boots, and cover their heads decent-
ly, and for mercy’s sake let us have a generation of children
of sterling stuff, and not a most miserable progeny who have
to leave this world before they are quite in it. What is
spent in dress by women of large and moderate means would
keep the whole of their sex in food and clothing from one
year's end to the other. | beg respectfully that the
‘Woman Rights' race and their followers take the subject
up and adjust it, and they will see how comfortable their sex
will be; because, as | stated above, what is wasted in dress
would make every woman who needs it in this country
happy and contented.”

Think for a moment of this plea to

THE SNAIL.

To grass, or leaf, or fruit, or wall,

The Snail sticks close, nor fears to fall,

As if he grew there, house and all
Together.

Within that house secure he hides,
When danger imminent betides
Of storm, or other harm besides
Of weather.

Give but his horns the slightest touch,

His self-collecting power is such

He shrinks into his house with much
Displeasure.

Where’er he dwells he dwells alone,
Except himself has chatties none,
Well satisfied to be his own
Whole treasure.
Thus hermit-like, his life he leads,
No partner of his banquet needs,
And if he meets one, only feeds
The faster.
Who seeks him must be worse than blind
(He and his house are so combined),

If, finding it he fails to find.
Its master.

—Cowper.

SCRAPS OF CORRESPONDENCE.

Fall River, Mass., Nov. 10, 1876.

Deab American Socialist —1Though | do not agree
with all that I read in your pages, yet I am free to con-
fess that they contain on the whole, more articles of real
practical value to the economist and prudent working-
men than any other paper | know of. You preach the
doctrine of true Republicanism, which is, | believe, the
safest guide to those who are in pursuit of the millennium
on earth. Your deeds speak louder than words, while
many theoretical patriots and reformers are nothing but
inflated gas-bags. 'Tis true there must be men quali-
fied to teach, but this needful work is done by men who
will suffer all and peril all in their endeavor to leave the
world better than they found it. | was very much inter-
ested in reading Mr. Hinds’s “ Open Letter ” to Mr. Ellis
in your impression of the 9th of Nov. The question of
book-keeping has occupied the attention and racked the
brains of some of the oldest and best friends of the coope-
rative movement in England.

Respectfully Yours, v. s.

St. Louis, Nov. 14, 1876.

I enjoy the reading of the socianist, and have been
specially interested in Mr. Hinds' letters. 1 have learned
more about Communism recently than | ever knew before.
I am persuaded that your social movement is in the right
direction. Community of property, of work, and of
home, secures the greatest amount of happiness to all,
and offers advantages of spiritual improvement that
cannot be found outside of a Community home. The
spiritual mind and the soft heart are things to be coveted
most highly, and | mean to be diligent and faithful in
my labors to secure these gifts. d. §. w.

—The question of an intra-Mercurial planet continues
to interest the astronomical world. At present the drift
of evidence is to show that many observations of round
disks on the surface of the sun must be explained as
views of real sun-spots of a peculiar nature. Thus M.
Weber’'s observation of April 4, 1876, which raised the
late excitement, has been proved from two perfectly re-
liable sources to have been an observation of a regular
sun-spot. The records of the Madrid Observatory show
that at the hour of M. Weber’s observation a peculiarly
circular and sharply defined sun-spot occupied the same
position on the sun as that given to the planet. A pho-
tograph taken at the Royal Observatory at Greenwich
Eng., also shows this spot. Both the Madrid and
Greenwich observations prove conclusively that this
object was a genuine sun-spot, which disposes entirely
of the planetary nature of M. Weber's observation.

But Leverrier, having started on his search for Vulcan
-—the mass of which his calculations on the orbit of
Mercury show must exist—has succeeded in sifting from
the accumulated observations of all kinds, five made
respectively in 1802, 1839, 1849, 1859 and 1862, the
longitude of which he reduces to a coherent formula
which he thinks points to the existence of a planet whose
period of revolution is 33 days. The last word from M.
Leverrier is that he is now occupied in determining the-
epoch of the next following transits over the sun’s disk.

THE UNPLEASANT SIDE.

Now that the Exposition is over, and the excitement of
visiting Philadelphia has somewhat abated, people
begin to reflect on the net results. Financially, a
great success, certainly; but there has ensued a list of
casualties which leave painful impressions, to say the
least, of the great Centennial show. From varied
sources we glean that the sorrows incident to the jour-
ney thither—the days of sight-seeing amid a struggling
crowd, the hair-breadth escapes returning homeward—
nearly, or quite equaled the joys thereof. From a
private letter we extract the following:

“Mr. H. has lately been to Philadelphia with Mr. B.
I asked him some questions about it, and found that
while he was much impressed by the vastness of the
great show, he seemed to be more impressed with the
dangers that people encounter who go there. He said
he knew of eleven persons who went from Guilford,
Conn., to the Centennial, and only one of the eleven is
now living. He mentioned others who returned from
there and died suddenly after reaching home. Mr. H.
and Mr. B. made but a short stay there, and took
special care of themselves, refusing to drink the water
of the city, which- many think has been a fruitful
cause of much of the sickness that visitors experienced.
Mr. H. spoke feelingly of the excessive weariness and
exhaustion that visitors suffered. Their encountering
dense crowds in the more attractive departments; their
desire to see and grasp all that they possibly could in a
limited time, urged them on till they were utterly
exhausted.

““Aside from these natural causes, is it not evident
that there were moral and spiritual causes that were
greatly concerned in this terrible expense to life and
health that the nation has incurred ?

“Mrs. H. visited the Centennial twice during the
summer. How much this had to do with hurrying her
into the grave we cannot tell, but it must have been a
pretty severe tax on her vital powers. Mr. H. and Mr.
B., notwithstanding the precautions they took, have
both been suffering in health ever since they returned,
Mr. B. quite severely.”

And in the Independent, May Olemmer, a very fasci-
nating writer, corroborates the above in an article
entitled,

““a woman’s LETTER from PHILADELPHIA.

““There IS One phase of the Great Exhibition that
will never be written. That is the amount of human life
it has cost. It is the pride of the commissioners that
no lives have been lost on the grounds. And, as we
watch the convex-shooting cars and the vast throngs con-
stantly crossing and recrossing the tracks, it is, indeed,
wonderful that many are not struck down by this Moloch
every day. Still, the underlying fact remains that the
Centennial has cost hundreds of lives. Out of the vast
multitude of pilgrims who have started out from every
nook and corner of this great land, how many have
died and are yet to die, immolated to their patriotism,
their curiosity, and the hard chances of the great show.
Under the most favorable conditions Centennial sight-
seeing is most wearing to the human muscle, nerve, and
brain. The vast extent of the Exhibition, the mul-
tiplicity of its objects, the bewildering succession of every
possible product of human industry, genius, and skill
is, if fully taken in, enough to craze the strongest head
and to wear out the bravest eyes. But when to that we
add too limited time, discomfort, heat, cold, doubtful
water, and improper food, we have the secrets of a
death-list that will never be fully traced back to its true
sources.

““lknew of two young brothers who took their little
week of vacation to go to the Centennial, and, though in
apparently perfect health when they started, before an-
other week ended both were dead. In the next block
from where 1 now am a young man, a stranger in the

house where he was staying, came in from the Exhibition,
threw himself upon the bed, and never spoke again!
All that was known of him was that he came from St.
Louis. Before his friends could be discovered he was
dead. AnNd the verdict was that his death was caused
by over-excitement of the brain. The Centennial was
more than he could bear, as it is more than many hun-
dreds can bear who insist upon coming to the great
‘show.” | have not yet seen any one so lame, so halt,
or so blind but he or she felt it to be a duty to come to
the Centennial; but I have just been made aware that
the next generation could scarcely wait to be born to

come. A very large ratio of the sight-seers at the
Centennial are babies—very minute babies, in long
white merino cloaks and Yalenciennes lace caps. Many



of them do not look a inonth old. You see their poor,
limp little necks bobbing in and out among the crushing
crowd, and their thread-like wails ascend amid nude
nymphs, staring pictures, threshing-machines and sloppy
dinner-tables—that piteous little cry for a warm cradle
and something to eat, far away from a big Centennial.
Of course, the mother wants to see the Centennial, just
as much as if baby were not; and she wants to tell baby
by and by how he went to the Centennial, and did so
and so, and “‘My! how you cried my son.” But, as |
look at these little blue, piping human chickens, |
wonder how many will outlive the Centennial long enough
to hear that wondrous tale.”

Nature has no unit of magnitude by which she meas-
ures her works. Here we habitually regard the whale
and the elephant as essentially large and therefore im-
portant creatures; the animalcule as an essentially
small and therefore unimportant organism. But no
geological formation owes its origin to the labors or the
remains of the huge mammal, while the animalcule
composes, or has furnished, the substance of strata
thousands of feet in thickness.—Marsh.

ABOUT CONSTANTINOPLE.

[From the Builder."]

Constantinople is about thirteen miles round, and is
inclosed by walls on the western or land side. The
““Harbor” or Golden Horn, on the north, divides it
from Galata and the Bosphorus divides it from Scutari.
These are properly but suburbs, but make- up together
the city of Constantinople. It would be quite impossible
to imagine a site better fitted for the building of an im-
perial city on. Nothing would seem to be wanting; and
it is no wonder that the eye of the world is every now
and then fixed on it. It may be as well to mention in
passing that the population of this imperial city is about
500,000, and is made up of a somewhat motley group—
of Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Arabs, ““Europeans,” and
Turks ; the Turks making up as it would seem, about
one-half of the population. It must be needless to say
that the city stands on the site of antique Byzantium,
founded 656 B. C. But long before Byzantium, even,
there must needs have been a colony of some sort in such
a spot of earth as this, and the first building on it of
human habitations may have been of the ““stone age,”
and by rude men who have left no record. * ox X

It would be difficult within a short notice to give an
adequate idea of a place so different from all things
about us. The total absence of churches, bells, and
clocks, to begin with. The Moslem divides his day and
night into twenty-four hours, it is true, but his day
begins with the sunset. An hour after sunset it is one
o’clock, a somewhat awkward but certainly very natural
way of noting time, the sun-setting being sufficiently
remarkable every-where. It is at sun-set, therefore, that
the * call to prayer ” is made from the galleries of the
mosque minarets, and not at any one stated or set hour,
and is thus made not a little significant. The absence
of churches and clocks, therefore, must make the city
strange if nothing else did so. Then there is—what,
indeed, was to be expected—the narrowness and tortuous
character of the streets and ways, where any thing in the
way of plan or arrangement never could have crossed
the minds of those who built the houses or dwellings
which line them. They can only be compared to the
irregular way across an uneven field, with cottages built
close to the edge of it, as the traffic across got year by
year to be thicker and thicker. Each street of the city
is a perfect zigzag, and a straight line is not to be found.
Indeed, there is a total absence of ““planning” in any
sense. From east to west the city is about three miles
and a-half, while from north to south it is about three
miles. The Golden Horn divides this main part of the
city from Galata on the north, while the Bosphorus
divides it, as we said, from Scutari; so that there are, in
fact, three towns, all of them making up the city. We
are here interesting ourselves more especially in this city
as an Oriental city, and do not touch on the ‘'improve-
ments ” going on, which will no doubt in time do away
with its special character. It is in the narrow streets,
in the strange-looking bazaars, in the inns or ““khans,”
and in the mosques, and in all that which improvement
will do away with, that the real and individual and
Oriental interest of the place lies, and if not worth the
keeping it is, at least, worth keeping the remembrance
of, and thus to remind the world that very much of it
yet exists.

As to the streets of Constantinople, as we have already
hinted, they will but just bear the name—they are rather
long and crooked lanes, with low, timber-built houses ;
and, contrasted with like streets here, with straight and
uniformly built lines of brick-built small houses, would
look but poorly. Much is sacrificed doubtless to the
picturesque in the streets or ways of Constantinople.
An Oriental “ bazaar ” is but little else than a coverea-in

street, with the goods exposed on either side of it, and it

needs sunshine—and powerful, sunshine, too—when a
ray here and there does the work of the broad and
evenly distributed daylight elsewhere. Thus the ele-
ments of the ““picturesque” always are here combined
in full force ; and it is no wonder that such a city, how-
ever strange and outlandish it may appear to many,
makes the impression that it always does. It makes a
powerful appeal to the artistic eye and blinds it to
all defects.

We must not forget the ““fountains,” those wells and
springs of living waters for which nothing can make up
in a sunlit spot. Here in Constantinople they are
especially appropriate and grateful, and it is to be
hoped that ““improvement”—the at times too eager
spirit of improvement—will pass them by. Ttie great
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aqueduct here, built by Adrian, which supplied the
cisterns, was repaired and added to by Solyman the
Magnificent. It may here be noted how the ways of
men change as the world progresses. In the rougti old
days of it all that possibly could be seen was left visible,
as in these aqueducts and flowing water-ways. Now the
effort always is to hide such utilities as far as may be,
and if not that, to disguise them in some way or other.
A raised cistern of water here, and nowadays, as at a
railway station, is simply a square unsightly iron box,
put as much as possible out of sight. In the old days
of the world, in classic times and under Oriental manage-
ment, these utilities were and are beautified, and made
to show themselves, not as a something else, but just
what they are. ““Improved” Constantinople will and
must needs be full of such improvements, but such
improvements will do away with all that which once
filled their place and helped to give the city its special
character. The old ““Serai,” it may here be noted,
must yet contain a mine of precedent, and may be, as
the'new Serai at the mouth of tne Bosphorus supersedes
it, a fair example of an Oriental and royal abode, and in
parts, ot least, in its original state. Parts of it in neg-
lected places may be as well worth the looking at and
study as the Spanish Alhambra itself.

The young lady who called at a bookseller’s for *“ Drake on
Attachments” was disappointed to find that it was only a law
book.

A boa-constrictor measuring 8 feet in length has been cap-
tured in the hold of the ship Kit Carson, which recently
arrived at Greenock from the West Indies.—Land and Water.

Bangs invested in a dog, young in months, last week, to
propel the famliy churn, but after fishing him out from the
chnru twice in one hour he swapped him off fpr an old mus-
ket to shoot the man who advised him into the transaction.

A spread-eagle orator wanted the wings of a bird to fly to
every village and hamlet in the broad land, but he wilted,
when a naughty boy in the crowd sang out. ““ You'd be shot
for a goose before you had filed a mile.”

AN ANTIQUARY IN A DIFFICULTY.

When Dr. Buckland was dean of Westminster, the lately
deceased Dr. Bimbault applied to him for permission to make
extracts from the registers of the Abbey, in order to ascer-
tain the dates of admission, and of the decease, of some of
the eminent men who had been on the establishment at West-
minster. The difficulty which presented itself to the dean’s
mind was, that it would be too great a tax upon his own time
to wait while the extracts were made, and that he could not
give up the keys of the muniment-room to any person. Still
he desired to oblige in all cases of literary research, and
therefore offered to take Dr. Bimbault into the room, and to
leave him there, to be let out at any appointed time. The
proposal was particularly agreeable to Dr. Bimbault, as he
could then work without interruption. Thinking that about
three hours would suffice, and as he dined at an early hour-
he appointed one o'clock. The dean was not punctual, and
the doctor worked on. At three o’clock the latter felt the
want of his dinner, his extracts were finished, and he wished
only to be gone. “ What could have detained the dean?”
But no step was to be heard. The evening service soon be-
gan, and at length the last peal of the organ had faded away,
and all was quiet. It then became evident that Dr. Bimbault
was forgotten; and how long was this to last? Before day-
light had quite passed away, he had surveyed his position,
and found that he was in a trap from which it was impossible
to extricate himself. He could neither scale the window nor
make himself heard. He was quite at the mercy of the
dean’s memory; for he had not told any one where he was
going, because he expected to return home within a few
hours.  ““Would his disappearance be advertised, and would
the dean see it, and when?” Dr. Bimbault had none of the
bodily fat which is said to support life under long periods of
fasting, and the last was, therefore, an important question
with him.  “ When would the muniment-room be next visit-
ed?” That was, indeed, a remote contingency ; so that, like
Ginevra in the chest, which had closed over her with a spring-
lock, nothing but his skeleton might then be found. From
these uncomfortable reflections Dr.- Bimbault was released
late at night. He had drawn together some parchments to
recline upon, but not to sleep, when at last a key was heard
in the door. The good dean had gone home to dinner, and
had taken his siesta ; after which he commenced ruminating
over the events of the day, and then at last thought of his
prisoner! He returned to the Abbey at some inconvenience,
and set him free with many apologies. Dr. Bimbault’s ardor
to be shut up in a muniment-room had then quite cooled.
—London Athenazum.

Geobge Fbancis Tbain spends eighteen hours a day in the
Park among the birds and children, leading an idyllic life
He avoids all assemblages of grown people and has not sha-
ken hands with any person for months. He says people
“tap” him and thus deprive him of his strength. * * * *
He took 1,000 Turkish Baths. After the first 200 he ban-
ished meat from his diet. Another hundred baths sufficed to
let him see that he could not eat butter. At further succes-
sive stages of his course of bathing he stopped sitting beside
people, stopped all hand-shaking. * * * * jjo js forty-
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five years old and says he has one hundred and fifty years yet
to live in the natural course of events if men do not “tap ”
him too much. * * * * jn conversation he forbids the
use of the words virtue, vice, God, devil, dishonesty, hon-
esty, and others of their character. He says they lead to
argument, and argue he willnot. * * * He avers that he
is the only sane man in the world and has been the only sane
man in it for twenty years '—N. Y. Daily Graphic.

SUMMARY OF NEWS.

HOME.

The Erie canal will be closed for the season, on the 1st of
December.

Large amounts of coin and bullion are daily withdrawn
from the banks of England and shipped to New-York.

The New York Central and Lake Shore railroads are likely
to have a strong competition for the through railroad business
to and from the West, in the consolidation into one line of
the Erie and North Shore, the Erie and Milwaukee, and the
Milwaukee Commercial Express and Diamond Fast Freight
lines, under the name of the Erie and North Shore Despatch.
The consolidation will go into effect about December 1st.

The United States Supreme Court has decided against the
admission of women to practice before it. The decision
was in answer to the application of Mrs. Lockwood to prac-
tice before that body, and was made on the ground that
“usage from time immemorial in all the States and in Eng-
land permitted none but men to practice as attorneys and
counselors.”

Mr. Maurice Strakosch is projecting a grand opera house
to be built in New-York city. The proposed building will
accommodate an audience of 5,000 persons, and is likely to
be situated on the lot bounded lay Twenty-sixth and Twenty-
seventh streets and Madison and Fourth avenues, though
its location is not yet permanently decided, as other sites
have been offered. Mr. Strakosch proposes to make the
performances equal in all respects to those of the best European
opera houses, and has already secured the services of such cele-
brated artists as Mme. Patti, Mdlle. Belocca and Mdlle. Minnie
Hauck. To meet the wants of the inhabitants of various
nationalities who reside in New-York, Mr. Strakosch will
furnish Italian, German, French and English operas in
separate seasons.

EOBEIGN.

A great cyclone passed through eastern Bengal on the 31st.
of October, sweeping over the islands at the junction of the
Brahmapootra with the Ganges. The waves were twenty feet
high and went inland a distance of six miles. The destruc-
tion of life was enormous, over 250,000 persons perishing.

A bill has been introduced in the Spanish Cortes by the
Minister of the Interior to re-establish the old Spanish Elec-
toral law. The adoption of this old law would destroy uni-
versal suffrage in the country, and only those persons paying
a certain amount of taxes or belonging to certain professions
would be allowed suffrage.

Dr. Beclam claims, in an article in the Gesundheit, that to
change the Sahara Desert into an inland sea would be dis-
astrous to the inhabitants of Europe, because of the in-
creased coldness of climate that would be produced if the coun-
i ries north of the desertwere deprived of the hot winds that blow
off the Sahara. Itisthis wind that melts the snows of Switzer-
land and stops the formation of enormous glaciers that would
otherwise form in that country. Dr Beclam expresses fears
that a return of the ice-period in Europe would be the result
of again covering the Sahara with the sea.

The Spanish Government is making energetic preparations
to bring the war in Cuba to an end by the thorough subju-
gation of the island. For this purpose large reinforcements
of troops are shipping from Spain. The insurgents are still
far from discouragement, and at least two-thirds of the island
are open to their incursions. A daring but successful attempt
was made by a party of Cuban patriots on the 7th inst. The
party took passage from Puerto Plata on the steamer
Moctezuma, disguised as common passengers, and when at
sea captured the vessel, killing the captain and three seamen
in the struggle; the remiainder of the crew and the other
passengers were landed at Cape Haytien. Two Spanish men-
of-war have gone in pursuit of the Moctezuma.

The Turkish Government has at last agreed to an uncon-
ditional conference of the great powers at Constantinople.
The representatives of the powers are expected to meet on
the 30th inst. This conference is to be held for the purpose
of peacefully settling the various points of the reforms to be
required of Turkey in the Government of her provinces
and the claims of Bussia. The New-York Times gives the
demands which Bussia will make in the reforms, as first,
“ the disarmament of the entire population of Bosnia,
Herzegovina, and Bulgaria, without distinction of creed:
second, the abolition of irregular troops ; third, the transfer
a0 Asia of the Circassians settled in Europe; fourth, the
language of the country to be introduced in the public offices
and tribunals; fifth, a native Christian to be appointed
Governor by the Porte in each province, and the appoint-
ment of a permanent commission of Supervisors composed
of the consuls of the great powers.”

The Eastern question has again assumed a warlike aspect.
The Bussian Government is making extensive preparations
in anticipation of coming war. The army is partly mobiliz-
ing, also sanitary corps and movab e hospit Is are forming,
and societies of ladies, under the patronage of the Empress
of Bussia aud Grand Duchess, are organizing for private
nursing of the wounded, on the plan of those which had such
success in the Franco-German war. The Government has
also taken control of all the railroad lines running from the
west toward the center, for transporting troops and supplies.
In view of war Turkey is removing the greater part of her
forces from the provinces and Servia, only leaving a sufficient
number to protect the positions in those provinces and con-
centrating the main body of the army on the Danube. It is
also reported that the English Government has shipped
some heavy guns to Malta, and has ordered an increase in
the production of cartridges from the Woolwich Arsenal
from 500,000 to 2,000,000 per week. This renewal of
prospects for war has had a depressing effect on the stock
markets of Europe, though not as much so as during the war
panic a month ago.
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SOCIALISTIC NOTICES.

The Publishers of the American Socialist
will print as advertisements any respectably-
worded notices of Communities, Cooperative
Societies, or new Socialistic ventures, with the
distinct understanding that they do not there-
by assume any responsibility as endorsing the
character, moral or financial, of such organi-
zations. The rate for these notices is one cent
for each word, each insertion, cash in advance.

OKDER, EQUITY, JUSTICE,
Through a Union of exchange, with cost as
the Basis of Price.

If interested, address with stamp,

W. Y. HABDY,
East Concord, Vt.

Advertisements,

HYGIENIC HOTEL,

13 & 15 Laight-st,, New-York city,
This well-known house is convenient of access from
all parts of the city, six lines of horse-
cars passing near the door.

The table is supplied with the best kinds of food,
healthfully prepared, special attention be-
ing paid to breads, fruits, farina-
ceous foods, vegetables, etc.

This house is noted for its pleasant parlors, and the
cheerful, home-like feeling that prevails.
Connected with the Hotel are Turkish Baths, the Swed-
ish Movement Cure, Electric Baths, etc.
Circulars free.

WOOD & HOLBROOK, Proprietors.

J. H. Jolmston,

WATCHMAKER & JEWELER,

150 Bowery, cor. of Broome-St.,
New-York.

Pine Gold and Silver Stem and Key-winding
Watches for Ladies and Gentlemen. Special
inducements offered to Clubs and Communi-
ties. Solid Silver and Pine Silver-plated Ware
for family use.

We have no price-list, out particular atten-
tion is given to special orders from a distance.

FIEST-OLASS

hew yobk ZMmmt

Situated almost opposite the new Post Office
in New York city is a first-class Restaurant,
where every article to be found in the market,
and of the finest quality| is served up. We
use the fruits and vegetables prepared by the
Oneida Community. Prices very reasonable.

NASH & CROOK, Proprietors.
39 and 40 Park Row, New-York.

1876 1877

The Phrenelogical Journal

AND

SCIENCE OF HEALTH.

THREE MONTHS FREE

To New Subscribers for 1877 whose names
are received before December first.

Subscribe at once for S877

And you will receive the next number and
the Journar regularly to January, 1878.

This combined Magazine is now one of he most
complete and useful periodicals published. It deals
intelligently with the whole man and all his rel
tions to Life, Physically, Mentally and Morally, anda-
should be found in the hands of every thinking per-
son. It discusses the question O0f Cooperation and
Communism from original standpoints. A serial en-
titled The Peacemaker Grange, by Samuel Leavitt, is
now being published. The Phrenological Journal and
Science of Health treats of Ethnology, Phrenology,
Physiognomy, Hygiene, Psychology, Sociology, and
other Sciences relating to Human Improvement.

Terms only $3.00 a year and three months free to
new subscribers for 1877. Sample number 30 c., or
it will be sent on trial three months for 50 c. Agents
wanted. Address S. K. Wetis & Co, Publishers.

737 Broadway, New-York.

The American News Co.
119 NASSAU STREET,
New-York city,
are Agents for supplying the
AMERICAN SOCIALIST
to the general News Trade.
Ash your Newsdealer for sample copries.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

Advertisements.

JUST PUBLISHED!

MUTUAL CRITICISM.

“Happy are they that hear their detractions, and can
put them to mending.”—Much Ado About Nothing.

Index of subjects :

Origin op Mutual Cbitioism.

lts Development in the

Oneida Community.
Theoretical Yiew.
How to give Cbitioism.
How TO BECEIVE CBITIOISM.
11 lustbations of Obiticism.
Histobical & Hygienic Cbitioism.
Relation of Cbitioism to Communism.

Shall Mutual Cbitioism become

Genebal?

““Persons interested in a real social science
could not do better than to read this suggest-
ive little volume on ‘ Mutual Criticism.””

—N. T. Daily Graphic.

One volume : Paper cover, pp. 96 ;
Twenty-five Cents. Address,

American Socialist, Oneida, N. Y.

SOCIALISTIC LITEEATUEE,

The following publications will be sent from
the office of the American Sociatist by
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price:

HISTORY OF

AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.

BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This handsome volume gives a clear account of
the Communistic experiments of the past, showing
the causes of their success or failure. It describes
Owen's Community, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s
Community, the French School and the Enthusiasts
of 1843, the Fourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern
Times, the Broctonian Bespirationists, the Bappites,
the Zoarites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community,
etc., etc.

This book is the first attempt to apply the principles
of Inductionto Socialism. Every one interested in the
social issues that are coming should read it.

Few books more interesting than this have been
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes's history
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He
points out the difference between the Owenites and
Fourierites—the Bevivalists and Socialists—the Bible
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable
discrimination and vigor.—N. Y. Weekly Times.

A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and
in its treatment. It is the firstand only attempt,
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of
Social Science will find in Mr. Noyes'’s book altogether
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the
subject. In fact, the book and its author are them-
selves psychological studies.—Independent.

A more interesting record can hardly be conceived.
* * * Itis a valuable contribution to the social and
religious history of our country, and gives important
information that may he looked for in vain elsewhere.
—Hearth and Home.

The History of American Socialisms
Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound
in cloth. Price, $3.00.

SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OF
Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An
8vo pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts. per single
copy.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Community in ““New
America,” “ Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica-
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John
Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages.
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING, or a
dinner without meat. By Harriet H. Skinner.
Price, 25 cts.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con-
dition, Internal Economy and Leading Principles.
Price, 25 cts.

The five pamphlets—* Salvation from Sin,” ““ Dixon
and his Copyists,” ““Hand-Book of the Oneida Com-
munity,” *““Scientific Propagation,” and “‘Oneida
Community Cooking,” will be sent to a single address
on the receipt of $1.00.

BACK VOLUMES OP THE <““ONEIDA
Circular ” unbound. Price, $2.00 per volume.

HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.
358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.

Invaluable to students of Social and Beligious
Science. Beveals the afflatus of New Testament
Christianity, and the conditions of successful Chris-
tian Communism. Tells how to geta pure heart, live
a pure life, and prepare individuals for social organi-
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt
of price.

IS-Messrs. Trttbner & Company, Booksellers,
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, have the ‘“History of
American Socialisms,” the “ Trapper's Guide,” and
the ““Hand-Book of the O. C.,” for sale. They will
receive subscriptions for the American Socialist and
other publications of the Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,
Oneida, N.Y.

Price,

(Advertisements.

A NEW AND UNIQUE BOOK.

WALEIUG as a FIUE AUT,

FOOT NOTES; OR WALKING AS
a Fine Art. By Alfred Barron. Large
16mo, 330 pages. Cloth, $1.50.

PRESS NOTICES.

““ One of the most charming and fascinating
volumes published in the country since the
death of Thoreau.”—Boston Transcript. A
bit of rural gossip worthy the pen of Ik.
Marvel.”—N. Y. Evening Post. ““Aracy and
suggestive book, capital reading for a winter
evening by the hearth-fire.”—Boston Adver-
tizer. “*Bright and sparkling, without any
somber lining.”—Suffolk Co. Journal. <A
uniquely interesting volumo.”—Boston Times.

Sent post-paid on receipt of price.

Published by the
WALLINGFORD PRINTING CO.

Wallingford, Conn.

THE

Oneida Community,
PACKERS OF CHOICE

Fruits, Yeptats ani Jellies,

OZCsTTENZIUA., IDT. “ST.

The vegetables put up by the O. C. are all
raised in the immediate vicinity of the Pre-
serving Factory, and great care is taken to
have them harvested at the best moment, and
canned while they are fresh.

The fruits are preserved in heavy syrup
made of the best white sugar, and are ready
for table use without further attention. The
aim has been to put them up in the best man-
ner. FRUITS IN GLASS AND TIN.

Send for Price List.

“TIME IS MONEY!”

Thirty Hour Clocks for
$2.00.

The “ ST. NICHOLAS ” Clock is

a detatched Lever Escapement
Time-piece of careful construc-
tion.  Satisfaction Guaranteed.
It will run in any position, and is
suitable in every place where cor-
rect time is desired. The cut
shows the clock at one-fifth its
actual size.  Sent by mail on re-
ceipt of price.

S. B. JEROME & CO.,

New Haven, Conn.

MACHINE TWIST

AND

SEWING- SILKS.

The Oneida Community has conscientiously
endeavored, during the last ten years, to
make an article of Machine Twist that
should be excelled by none in the market;
their efforts have been crowned with success,
so that their Machine Twist and Sewing Silk
now stands unrivaled in the United States and
probably in the World.

They make also a full assortmentof 100 and
50 Yards Silk, in all colors, intended for the
Family trade.

Descriptive Price List sent on application.

Address, Oneida Community,
Oneida, N. Y.

PAINTING.

The Ingersoll Ready Mixed Paints
are manufactured by the Patron’s Paint Company,
and sold, freight paid, at full trade discounts. It is
an absolutely pure article, and gives great satisfac-
tion all over the country. It is for the interest of
all about to paint, to write and have sent free their
book, ““Every one his own Painter.” It will save
much money whether you buy their paint or not.
The address is 259, Front Street, New York.
—mFarmer's Friend.

IMPROVED STOCK.

Ayrshires and Holsteins,

whose pedigrees trace to direct importation
and are recorded in the Herd-Books ; also
Ayrshire and Holstein Grades.
Address,
COMMUNITY FAEM, Oneida, E Y.

(Advertisements.

THE TRAPPER'S GUIDE: a Man-
ual of Instructions for capturing Fur-
bearing Animals. By S. Newhouse. Third
edition: with New Narratives and Illus-
trations. 215 pages, 8vo. Price, bound
in cloth, $1.50. Address,

American Socialist, Oneida, N.Y.

THE HAOTOTATLtt, Nos. 81 and 83 Columbia
Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Three minutes’ walk
from Fulton Ferry and the bridge; Turkish and Bo-
man baths; family hotel; elegantrooms with board for
permanent guests at moderate rates; transient, $2 to
$3 per day. CHAS. H. SHEPABD. M. D.

MILLER’'S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West [&th-st., New-York.

PRINTERS' MATERIALS.

A COMPLETE OUTFIT FOR A COUNTRY NEWSPAPER
and Job Office, including Job and News.
Types, Chases, Galleys,
Imposing Stone, &c.

One 14 inch Lead Cutter. Price, $2.50.
One Shear Card Cutter, 10 inch blade. Price, $8.00.

One American Paper Cutter, 28 inch knife, table-
planed, has double gauges and a parchment scale in
front; is in perfect order. Price, $80.00.

One Montague Paper Cutter, 28 inch knife.
$125.00. Has two knives. Price, $45.00.

One Botary Pump (Johnson’s) almost new. Price,
0.00.

Proof Press,

Cost,

$2

Two Botary Pumps (Johnson’s), require new plung-
ers. Price of each, $7.00.

One Naphtha Stove, large enough to boil a pail of
water, is perfectly safe, costs only 6 cents per day of
10 hours to run it. Price, $7.00.

1%-horse Horizontal Stationary Engine, link mo-
tion, reversible cut-off—a perfect gem. Was made by
the Boss Mechanic at the Locomotive Works, and cost,
over $200.00. Price, with Pump, $125.00.

Goods will be sent C. O. D. unless the order is ac-
companied by the cash. Send for Circular.

M. J. NEWHOUSE, Oneida, N. Y.

Important to Persons Visiting
Vew York or the Centennial.

The Grand Union Hotel, New-York, opposite the-
Grand Central Depot, has over 350'elegantly furnished
rooms. Elevator, and all

steam, improvements.

European plan. Carriage hire is saved, as baggage is
taken to and from the depot free. The restaurants
supplied with the best. Guests can live better for
less money at the Grand Union than at any other
first-class hotel. Stages and cars pass the Hotel

constantly to all parts of the city, and to Philadelphia
Depot.

Ye Wallingford Printing Companie,

Ye Centennial

JOB PRINTERS.

Ye aforefaid printeth for ye Manufacturer ye
lliuftrated Catalogue and Bindeth ye fame, alfo
maketh ye Electrotypes, and doeth a goodlie
bufiness in making

BLANKE BOOKS, AND JOB BINDING,
In ye Towne of "Wallingford,
which is in ye Province of Connecticutt.

Dunn’s Patent

Measuring and Testing Machines,

These Machines are used for measuring the.
length and testing the strength of all kinds
of Silk, Linen, Cotton and Woolen Spool
Threads. Every dealer who uses Spool
Threads, and every manufacturer of Clothing,
Boots and Shoes, &c., should have one of
these Machines, if they wish to make sure in
purchasing Threads that they are getting
what they pay for. One of these Machines
will save many times its cost in a single year.

Manufactured by
ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y.

Improved Lathe Chucks,
Universal and Independent,

All sizes, from six to thirty inches diameter.
Superior material and workmanship, and pro-
nounced by mechanics who have used them,
to be the best Chuck in the market.

Manufactured by
Oneida Community, Oneida, N. Y,

M. LAFAYETTE WOBDEN, of Vineland, N. J., is
authorized to take subscriptions and advertisements
for the American Socialist, and to collect pay for
the same.

English Brnssels, TRree Ely and Ingrain, also Stair
Carpets, Velvet Engs, Crnm OlotRs, Oil OlotRs, etc.,
very cheap at the Old Elace

112 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.

Carpets carefully packed and sent to any part of the
United States free of charge.

tsr SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

J. A. BENDALL.



