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HOW FAB CAN COMPETISM GO?

It has become a serious question how long the world
can go on in its present ways without adopting radical
changes in the methods of holding property and dis-
tributing the results of labor. Can we continue forever
in the present system of private ownership and unre-
stricted competition for the accumulation of personal
wealth? So long as this system is beneficial to the
mass of mankind it will endure, but when it ceases to
be so it must of necessity give place to something bet-
ter. There is nothing inherently obligatory about it.
It has come down to us from times of barbaric rudeness
and gross ignorance, which alone raises a strong pre-
sumption against its remaining unmodified as men be-
come wiser and more civilized. We think there is accu-
mulating evidence that the system has had its day and
that its end draws near. It is becoming more and more
difficult every year to peaceably adjust the relations of
labor to capital. This is owing largely to the constantly
increasing effectiveness of all kinds of labor-saving
machinery. The natural and equitable result of im-
proved methods of production should be to benefit all
classes of mankind. Every one should share in the ad-
vantages gained. But as it is this is not the result.
The rich are growing richer, but the poor do not share
proportionately in the increase.

Suppose the labor of ten thousand men is required

to make some article of general consumption. To-
morrow a machine is invented which will produce
that article, with only one-tenth of the labor for-

merly required. Do those ten thousand men share
equally in the advantages of that machine? By no
means. Under the present system nine thousand Uf
them would be at once notified that they were no
longer wanted, and the remaining one thousand would
have to work as many hours, and for the same pay, as
before. A few men already rich would add greatly to
their income by the invention. This is the way the
world goes now. Those who suffer by it—and they
number millions—are groping about for a remedy.
But they have not yet gone deep enough. They try to
doctor the old system so that it may work more even
justice, instead of throwing it away altogether and try-
ing to find a better plan.

Just see how differently those ten thousand men
would have fared if they and their employers had held
all their property in common and each shared equally
in the benefits of that new machine. Where they had
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before all labored ten hours per day, they would now
need to labor but one hour to accomplish the same re-
sult by the aid of their machine, and could either devote
the remaining nine hours to education and amusements,
or bring in some other business at which they could
labor for the increased income of the whole company.
That illustrates the different results of such discoveries
and inventions in the competive system and the Com-
munity system. The Community system harmonizes
with progress of all kinds. Every labor-saving machine
it has lightens the toil of every member of its society
while increasing the general income. But in competism
labor-difficulties have already brought large classes of
the poor to a condition of restless vagrancy amounting to
outlawry, in which they constantly threaten to destroy
the possessions of the rich by violence. Any one who
will soberly study the course of events will, we think,
be convinced that the conditions which have heretofore
made unrestricted competition tolerable are now chang-
ing in so marked a degree as to practically necessitate
the adoption of a more organized and protective plan.
Free competism has gone about as far as it can without
causing bloody labor-wars.

. w. s

ASSOCIATED HOMES.

This Subject is attracting more and more attention in
England. In our last humber we republished from the
Nineteenth Century an article which most ably presented
the arguments in favor of Cooperative Housekeeping,
which involves, as it should, the combination of many
families under a single roof, with a common kitchen and
dining-room, etc. ; and we have since received a circular
from “ The Associated Home Company”—a company
incorporated for the purpose of carrying out a similar
plan. It has already purchased a mansion on Rich-
mond Hill, overlooking the Thames, capable of affording
accommodation to fifty or sixty persons, and it is pro-
posed to add, sosoon as required, a wing consisting of
suites of rooms which will accommodate from thirty to
forty persons—making a total of about one hundred per-
sons. The objects and advantages of the Associated
Home are thus set forth :

“ It is the object of this Company to offer a residence in
which the perfect privacy of home is made a sine qua non,
whilst the charms and advantages of social life are always
optional and at hand.

*“ The system differs from that of a first-class hotel in this,
that the bed-rooms and sitting-rooms (where both are de-
sired) will be arranged in suites, and so constructed as to be
more private and isolated than in an hotel. The general
rooms will be comparatively larger and more varied, and the
charges, owing to the residents being of a more permanent
character, will be greatly diminished. Intercourse between
residents will be more unconstrained, as respectability will
be guaranteed by references required of all before entrance.
Residents will provide their own wine, thus doing away with
one of the heaviest items of hotel expenses.

““Residents will enjoy the following advantages:—They
will have constant and free access to a handsome and commo-
dious drawing-room, dining-room and library, to ample
grounds and garden; while the river on the one hand, and
Richmond Park on the other, are within less than five min-
utes’ walk.

‘* Tenants will be attended on by an adequate staff of ser-
vants far better than in most isolated establishments, and
will thus be relieved from many domestic anxieties. They
may rent a single bed-room only, furnished either by the
Company, or by themselves ; they may have a private sitting-
room, or a family may take rooms en suite, with the same
option as to furniture. Those who furnish may safely lock
up and leave their property whenever business or pleasure
requires their absence.

““There will be & table d'hote certain fixed hours, and
any meal can be had otherwise, as arranged. Friends may
be entertained either in the public saloons or in private
rooms. The administration will be such as to ensure success
to the undertaking, by studying the comfort of the residents.
This the Directors feel to be the main object to be attained,
and will take their steps accordingly. Cleanliness, order,
adequate attendance, and a good table are unpleasantly want-
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ing at many large establishments, which would otherwise b&
crowded with visitors.

“ It is proposed to provide Turkish or other Baths and
Hydropathic appliances for the use of residents, as desired.

““Little more need be said to prove the advantages of co-
operation, and the probabilities of the Company’s success,,
than that the total expenses incurred by each resident,, and
including all the varied advantages above named, will not ex-
ceed those of ordinary boarding-houses ; whilst those accus-
tomed to family life in London will find it a large economy.”

Numerous applications, the circular informs us, have
already been received from ladies, gentlemen and fami-
lies of position; and in case the present experiment
turns out well, the Company will proceed to establish
more homes on the same principle..

This effort to ““do away with the multifarious small,
nuisances and responsibilities of an isolated house, to
lessen the ‘ servant difficulty,’ and provide a comfortable-
home at a reasonable cost,” ought to succeed. Itisin
accord with the spirit of the times. It is only a new
application of the associative principle, or the principle
of agreement, which is accomplishing such wonders in
every other department of practical life. And when our
English cousins have thoroughly succeeded in this new
enterprise, perhaps the Yankees will take hold of it.

THE STUDY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE.
A PROPOSAL.

The aspects and needs of the present time invite to?
the study of Social Science. The conflicting claims and
interests of labor and capital; the all-pervading evils
of competism ; the burdens and prevalence of poverty
among the masses; the unsatisfactory state of the
home-life of the people ; the impending issues of the
population question ; the social conditions of the pres-
ent religious life ; the need of social culture every-where
manifest—these and a multitude of other facts and rea-
sons, summon to the study of Social Science in its every
phase, and emphasize its supreme importance.. To en-
courage such study some simple and easy methods are
needed—methods adapted to all classes- in their present
conditions and homes.

The success of the ** Society to Encourage Studies at
Home,” started a few years ago in Boston, has led us to>
think that something in a similar line might be done to-
encourage the study of Social Science. The studies
which the ““Society to Encourage Studies at Home”
superintends and promotes are limited to literature
and the natural sciences. The study encouraged by
such a society as we propose would embrace every
branch of knowledge which contributes to the Science
of Social Life and Harmony. It is a study adapted to-
every one in adult life, old as well as young, men and.
women alike, and to one as much as another. It is a
study wilich can he carried on by persons in their own
homes—the place where it is most needed and where its
practical influence should be greatest. The method of
study we would propose, like that of the “ Society to-
Encourage Studies at Home,” is that of reading and
correspondence. The plan of the above-mentioned So-
ciety was outlined two years ago in the Atlantic Monthly
as follows :

*“ About nineteen months since, some ladies in Boston and
its vicinity formed a society, called a society to encourage
studies at home, with a view to influencing young ladies in
the formation of habits of systematic reading. Their object
not being to obtain uniform results, but to foster habits
which might be of great benefit both to individuals, and, in
time, to communities, they did not fix upon' absolute stand-
ards of attainment, but adopted informal methods which
have thus far proved exceedingly effective. The rules and
mode of operations are these. Any young lady seventeen
years of age, or upwards, may become a member of the
society by paying two dollars annually, at the beginning of
the term, which lasts from October 1 to June 1. Having;
made known what branch of study she wishes to follow, she
is put in correspondence with the lady who has charge of the-
special subject chosen. Eight ladies of the committee
undertake to supervise courses in general history, zoology,
botany, physical geography and geology, art, French and
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German, and English literature. The head of each depart-
ment writes once a month to all the students in her depart-
ment, giving advice, answering special questions, etc. At
the beginning of the term she has sent them a list of works
to be read through in the course of the winter, with the re-
quest that the reading shall be done as regularly as possible,
a little every day. 'Even if the time devoted daily to this
use is short’ (we quote from a circular), ‘much can be ac-
complished by perseverance; and the habit soon becomes a
edelightful one." So far as we can judge from the printed
circular of the society, the list of books is made out with
much care and discretion, no attempt at undue cramming
Eeing discoverable in them. The intention is evidently to
he modest in attempt and thorough in achievement. ‘It is
more desirable to remember what you read than to read
much,” says the printed letter of instructions which accom-
panies the programmes of study. And in order to cultivate
the memory, a system of notes has been adopted. Each day
a concise report of what was read the day before is written
out in a blank book. The instructions proceed.—

‘**Bear in mind, while you read, that you are to make the
motes later, and try, therefore, to fix the important points in
your memory. ... At the beginning of each month, please
write to me, stating what book you are reading, how much
you have read, and what difficulties you meet with. Inclose
a copy of some pages of your memory notes as you first
wrote them, or send me your note-book by mail. When you
have read a volume, or an important division of the subject,
please to review it, and make an abstract of its contents,
from memory, adding remarks on the subject or on its treat-
ment by the author. These abstracts I wish to see also.
The notes should be very brief statements of facts. The
abstracts should contain groupings of these facts, with
ecomments.’

““The committee justly regard this system of notes and
correspondence as of the highest importance ; and indeed it
is not easy to overestimate the beneficial results which it may
have, when the field of action of the society gets to be more
extended. Finally, at the end of the term, students are
inivted to send in essays in English, French, or German,
‘ on subjects of their own choice, showing the results of their
studies.” At the same time a reunion of members is held in
Boston, reports are presented, and a few of the essays are
read. In this way the vital element of personal intercourse
.and mutual encouragement is supplied. Two of these re-
unions have already taken place, the second one on the 3d of
June last, and some of the ladies came from distant points
to be present at them. Several essays were received, all
creditable, and some showing uncommon powers of thought
and analysis.”

This Society is now in the fourth year of its existence,
and has been very successful. The increase in members
has been rapid. The first year forty-five names were
entered; in the second, eighty-two; in the third, two
hundred and ninety-eight; and in the fourth, five hun-
dred and seventy-six, residing in all parts of the country
from New England to New Orleans and California.
The work that it is doing in literature and natural
.science can also be done in the field of Social Science,
by such a society as we propose. The field is a broad
one, the resources are great and constantly increasing.
The object of the Boston Society is the mental culture
.and discipline of its members. The object of a Society
to Encourage the Study of Social Science would be so-
cial culture and discipline, combined with mental cul-
ture. We have advocated the formation of Clubs for
the study of Socialism, but it seems to us that a
Society to Encourage the Study of Social Science is a
first step in this direction. It would naturally and
easily become the center and advisory soul of a great
Social Club System. As its members in any given
neighborhood increased and came to know one another
and of their common membership, a bond of sympathy
would be started, and the germ of a Social Club would
exist. Thus a new and better social culture and
character would find entrance among the people and
prevail. From the discord and strife of the present, so-
ciety could pass to the purity, holiness, and harmony of
a better time.

We would offer our proposal for thought and discus-
sion to all who are interested, and invite correspondence
and suggestions concerning the matter.

Theo. L. Pitt

A WORD TO THE WOMEN.

TST MABIA HOWLAND, AUTHOR OF <“PAPA’S OWN GIRL.”

When your male friends tell of combined households
you either oppose the idea or assent, simply because you
40 not wish to be considered unprogressive or old-fogy-
ish in your sentiments. You are right enough generally
in your opposition. When your male friends talk of
mestablishing a Community say this to them: ““Will
you organize social life so that women may be emanci-
pated from the cradle, the cook-stove and the wash-tub ?
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IT I must still be a slave to these, | shall not make any
great effort to change.” You may say this without any
fear of being called unprogressive by any one whose
opinion is worth considering; for there never was a
housekeeper so devoted that she did not long to get
free from cooking, and scrubbing, and washing as a duty,
unless indeed she had grown old in such service, and
had become a mere hard-handed, unattractive scrub,
with all hope and ambition crushed out of her; and
there never was a mother so tender and so devoted that
she could not be exhausted in strength and patience by
nursing little ones hour after hour, day after day, and
month after month. What man can comprehend what
it is to steam over the wash-tub and the cooking-stove all
day, and then, when almost sinking for want of rest, to
have a baby tugging at the breast all night? Why the
half of what thousands and thousands of women endure
has never been written or spoken, and can only be fully
understood by women themselves !

DONT HURRY YOUR CATTLE.

From the Co-operative News.
Anyone who has had to make a long day’s journey with

the same horses, or at least everyone who has had occasion
to perform such a journey frequently, is likely to have learned
the importance of not hurrying his cattle, if he is to get out
of them all the work that they are capable of doing. He
has learnt the need of bringing them up to their full speed
gradually, moderating the ardor with which they are apt to
set out to a steady trot, that they may not get blown, or ex-
hausted, but hold steadfastly on, with a long pull and a
strong pull to the end of the road. But this practical lesson
of wisdom, which men learn pretty quickly in the conduct of
their beasts, they are often very slow to learn in the conduct
of their affairs. ““Impatience,” as Mr. Holyoake well says,
what enemies it has aided ; what principles it has betrayed;
what calculations it has defeated, what hopes it has disap-
pointed ; what enmities it has sown; what friends it has
sundered ; what parties it has broken up ; what lives it has
wasted; what martyrs its precipitation has sacrificed!
Fiend of Haste—frustrator of purpose, agent of error and
disaster! Neither ignorance, nor evil fortune, nor deliberate
ill-will has accomplished half the mischief in the world that
mere impatience has effected. The hasty word once spoken,
pride will not recall it, passion will not apologize for it, and
awakened animosity and rancorous disunion render it inefface-
able and unforgiveable.”

Now, this lesson not to be impatient is still more impor-
tant to learn, and apt to be still less readily learnt, in refer-
ence to the all-momentous question of social reform than in
those of the political hocus-pocus to which Mr. Holyoake
applies it.

To remove the antagonism between capitalist and worker;
to bridge over the gulf between rich and poor; to substitute
united action, concert for the common good, in place of the
opposition of classes and individuals, each struggling for
their private good at the cost of others; to blend all classes
in one body of co-workers, banded together to' promote the
general well-being by the most economical use of the means
which the scientific study of natural forces places in their
hands ; to introduce and spread the faith in this practical
““religion of humanity,” is an object towards which those
who think they see a way to it may be pardoned if they are
disposed to press with an energy greater than the body of
mankind can keep up with. It calls most emphatically for
the admonition, “ Don’t hurry your cattle.” Be patient with
the slow march of the ages towards the still distant goal of
humanity. Have faith in progress, however faint the signs
of it may appear to be for the moment. Seek your reward,
not in the greatness of what you may personally succeed in
effecting, but in the thoroughness of the effort you make to
effect it.

If we look back on the life of Egbert Owen, we see a
striking instance of the evil consequences of this over-hurry.
Few, I think, can doubt that if the great reformer could
have kept down the over-boiling ardor which led him to ex-
change his position at New Lanark for the post of social
missionary ; if he could have continued to point to all that
he was able there to do for the elevation of the population
under his control, though hampered by the obligation of
paying away a large part of the profits of the business to
partners who did not share his aspirations, as a proof of
what might be done by those whose hands were not thus
fettered, he would probablv erelong have become the head
of an establishment where his hands were untied, and where
his example would have given to his teaching a weight which
the teachings without the example, still less the teachings
when the attempt to put them in practice ended in failure,
could not produce. New Lanark might be at this day the
center to which the most earnest workers in the cause of
humanity turned, to draw from it the lesson how, by educa-
tional training, associated work, and associated homes, the

mass of mankind could be brought within the full influence
of that wave of progress which floats the richer classes at
the present day to a perpetually increasing measure of mate-
rial advantages. But Mr. Oowen would “ hurry his cattle.”
He was too impatient to wait for the gradual evolution of
his New Moral World out of the existing world. He insisted
on pitch-forking men into his Garden of Paradise at once,
with the result that the great body of those on whom he ex-
perimented found there more thorns than roses, and crawled
back from Elysium into common life with torn clothes and
lacerated bodies.

It has been the strength of cooperation that it has not
““hurried the cattle,” The degree of association which it
has inaugurated called for so little departure from men’s ac-
customed way of living, and presented its advantages in a
form so directly appreciable, even by those who were insen-
sible to any other argument than the argument of ““divi.,”
that the system has grown great enough to become a real
social influence. But this growth, if a source of strength, is
also a source of weakness. The majority of those who have
joined cooperative societies from these motives remain what
they were before they joined—insensible to any thing that
association can do, unless itis presented to them with the
same sort of appeal to direct material advantage which the
store made. Yet, unless they can be led on to these higher
possibilities of association, cooperation must fail to do for
the mass of the people what it might do. How are we to
overcome this difficulty ? How not to hurry our cattle and
yet get to the end of our journey? The answer appears to
me to be given by the idea of the cooperative home. A long
perspective of what association may do for men opens before
us when we begin to think of what such homes might be.
We get a conception of the life of the mass of hand-workers
widely different from their present lives, if we imagine cen-
ters of productive industry, placed as much in the country
as Saltaire was when it was built, and surrounded by houses
as good as Sir Titus Sart constructed there, with those ad-
ditional conveniences for common use or enjoyment, those
provisions for combining the advantages of the club with
those of the private dwelling, which go to make up a coopera-
tive home. No doubt time must be allowed before it can be
expected that the idea of the possibility of such a life shall
gain hold enough on the imagination of men, to make its
realization possible through the concerted action of many
minds. But if this difficulty of getting a trial made were
overcome, either through such concerted action, or by the
determination of individual benevolence possessed of ade-
quate means to do what Mr. owen might have done at New
Lanark, the proposal comes within the conditions which
have made the success of the cooperative stores. It would
involve no departure from the modes of life ordinary in
England so great as to burden it with a weight greater than
it could bear. A cooperative home such as is described in
the tract on “ The Economics of Cooperation,” just pub-
lished by the Central Board, would not oblige its occupiers
to see more of each other, or mix more together, than the
inhabitants of any ordinary village where the houses form
streets, or say the inhabitants of Saltaire, have to do.

* * * The cooperative home, like a landing-place

in a fine flight of stairs, would indeed form a new departure

for ascent to yet higher phases of association, but in itself it

would be simply homes like our present homes grouped to-

gether, free from what makes them unpleasant, and with

easy access to a great many employments to which the mass

of the dwellers in these homes are now altogether strangers.
e. v. N

SOCIALISM IN ENGLAND.
HISTORICAL reminiscences.

BY E. T. CRAIG.
VI
THE CORN LAWS, PETERLOO, AND DISTRESS.

Man must use his intellects as well as his corporeal powers, else he
may flounder on for centuries yet to come, under the inflictions of pri-
vation, misery, and consequent discord, yet surrounded with a supera-
bundance of every thing he requires; and with the idiotic cry of pov-
erty and overproduction ever in his mouth.—Oray.

The bad harvests which followed the declaration of
peace aggravated the disappointment of the people in
their expectations that prosperity and plenty would
come to alleviate their distress. Peace brought no re-
lief from the misery which war had produced. The tax
on foreign corn prevented them from obtaining a due
share of the benefits which were anticipated. The landed
interests gained the most from war, and now had se-
cured a Corn Law to maintain their “ protection” and
monopoly at the expense of almost every other interest
in the kingdom.

The cause of the distress was soon discovered, and
the abolition of the Corn Laws became a question of
great interest and importance. It was deemed nec-
essary to obtain a reform in the representation in parlia-
ment to secure the removal of the oppressive and ob-
noxious law from the statute book. It was therefore
determined to hold a large public meeting of reformers
from neighboring towns, on Peter’s Field, Manchester,



on the 16th of August, 1819, in order to petition for
their abolition, and to advocate reform.

It was an interesting and impressive spectacle to wit-
ness, as | did, thousands after thousands of the sons of
toil enter Manchester on that bright and cheerful au-
tumnal morning. The people were arranged in groups
of men, women, and youths, and marched eight abreast.
The procession was orderly and lively. The light-
colored dresses and handkerchiefs on the heads of the
neat and cheerful-looking women gave relief to the som-
ber clothing of their husbands, fathers, and brothers
near them. Each district had its band playing, and its
banner flying, surmounted by a red cap of liberty.
They entered the town from Oldham, Ashton, Bolton,
Bury, Bochdale, Stalybridge, Stockport, and other
districts.

While the people were peaceably assembling the
magistrates took up their position in the front room in
one of the houses at the left hand of Peter’s Field.
They had resolved to secure Mr. Hunt and other leaders
in the face of the meeting, and disperse the crowd by
the aid of the military which they had stationed close at
hand. The number of special constables had been in-
creased. Two hundred had been sworn in. A relative
of mine, a supervisor in the Excise, was one of those
occupying a double line between the hustings and the
house where the magistrates assembled, at a distance of
about a hundred yards. Hunt had offered to surrender
to the authorities on the previous evening. The mili-
tary comprised six troops of the 15th Hussars, a troop
of Horse Artillery and two guns, the greater part of the
31st regiment of Infantry, some companies of the 88t"
regiment, and the Cheshire Yeomanry, of three or four
hundred men, with about forty of the Manchester Yeo-
manry. It might have been an easy matter to have
taken Hunt and others in a quiet way, but it was deter-
mined to strike terror into the hearts of the people by a
military dispersion.

The compact mass had cheered the leaders of the
meeting as they took their places on tne platform, and
the people were quietly waiting for the proposal of reso-
lutions for the adoption of a petition for the abolition of
the Corn Law and a reform in parliament, when sud-
denly, without a note of preparation, a troop of the
Cheshire Yeomanry, excited, and with drawn swords,
rushed headlong among the people. Although they
met with no resistance, they cut, slashed, and wounded
the people within their reach. 1 shall never forget the
thrilling effect of the murderous attack, and the terror
of the people on that bloody day. The surprise, fear,
and horror this unexpected slaughter caused among a
defenseless multitude may be imagined. Those who
had the power fled out of the reach of the slaughter.
The shock communicated itself to those at a distance.
Many were knocked down and trampled under foot by
others who knew not the real cause of tne sudden fright
and terror of those who were flying from the infuriated
soldiers. 1 afterward saw several wounded and some
apparently dead carried on stretchers along Mosley
Street toward the Infirmary. Three of the Yeomanry
were bearing off in apparent triumph one of the flags
from the hustings, with a red cap of liberty on the top
of it.

The meeting was dispersed, the leaders seized, and
when the crowd opened, many females and youths ap-
peared wounded, and their cries were loud and piteous.
In a few minutes the field was cleared, except of the
dead and wounded. Eleven persons were killed, and
six hundred wounded. Four hundred of the sufferers
were afterward relieved by a committee, and one hun-
dred and thirteen of them were females.

To show the condition of the people,—when the re-
lieving committee unexpectedly visited their dwellings,
they found them subsisting on potatoes and salt. In a
few cases a little fat as dripping was added to the meal.
In most of the families the taste of meat was unknown
from one year’s end to the other.

THE EE-ACTION IN PUBLIC OPINION.

The indignation of the public was great, and loud
expressions were heard against the conduct of the Man-
chester magistrates.

Sir Francis Burdett addressed a letter to his constitu-
ents of Westminster, on the 22d of August, in which he
said:

“On reading the newspapers this morning, 1 was
filled with shame, grief, and indignation, on account
of the blood spilled in Manchester.

““This, then, is the answer of the boroughmongers to
the petitioning people—this is the proof of our standing
army being in no need of reform. What! Kill men un-
armed, unresisting, and gracious God! women, too;
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disfigured, maimed, cut down and trampled on by dra-
goons ! Is this England? This a Christian land? A
land of freedom ? Can such things bo and pass by, like
a summer’s cloud, unheeded ? Forbid it, every drop of
blood in every vein that does not proclaim its own
owner bastard ! Will the gentlemen of England sup-
port or wink at such proceedings? They have a great
stake in the country; they hold great estates, and are
bound in duty and in honor to consider them retaining
fees on the part of their country for upholding its rights
and liberties; surely they will at length awaken and
find they have duties to perforin.”

The answer to this appeal was a trial and conviction
for libel, and a fine of £2,000 and three months' im-
prisonment. A great change was soon found passing
over public opinion. The condition of the country Was
becoming more freely discussed. The newspaper press
began to exercise a wider influence, a more intelligent
guidance, and to contain better reports of public proceed-
ings. The “ Six Acts ” of Sidmouth and Castlereagh, for
stifling discussion and * gagging public meetings,” were
frequently denounced, and in no mild terms.

FO URIFRANA

Selectionsfrom the Harbinger, Phalanx and other
Publications of the Fourier Epoch.
n.
CRITICISM OE MODERN SOCIETY.

The men and women of the present day are as far re-
moved from any thing like a sincere religious sense, as
can be deemed possible in a world, moistened with the
blood of martyrs, resounding with the songs of prophets,
and daily blessed with the munificence of the divine
bounty......ccccouviine They have no faith in the power and
majesty of disinterested love. Devotion to the holiest
aims they resolve into selfish purposes. The passion for
Universal Unity, which suffers from every violationof har-
mony, which is wounded by a discordant note from a single
human being, which longs for the sounds of the great
anthem, “ loud as from numbers without.number, sweet
as from blessed voices uttering praise,” that is to ascend
from a redeemed earth, they are scarce acquainted with
even by name; much less can they be made to cherish
the slightest confidence in any purpose, however wise in
its conception and skillful in its execution, which is
prompted by no lower motive than this master passion
of the truly religious mind. They have no faith in the
inspiration of the prophecies, or of the soul. They do
not look for a new heaven and a new earth, in which
dwelleth righteousness. Good enough for them, as
they think, are the old heaven and the old earth, in
which dwelleth respectability. Woe to the
wild visionary, the poor fanatic, who has faith and who
acts on his faith, that the kingdom of God is to come on
earth, that a Divine Order is to be realized in society,
that the possibilities of human nature have not been ex-
hausted yet in any of the habitations of men.—George
Ripley.

a remedy eor labor dieeiculties.

The remedy is to be found, not in opposing the im-
provements in machinery : no Yankee will ever do that;
not in declaiming in the work-shops, and at the corners
of the streets, about the hardness of the times; but in
vigorous, combined action, in producing a union be-
tween capital and labor, and thus giving a direct interest
in the machines to the men who work them. This
union of interest must be brought about. The man
who labors with the machine must share its profits, as
well as the man who owns it. How far this can or will
be done, under the present isolated arrangements of so-
ciety, is a problem which it behooves the mass of our
intelligent workingmen seriously to consider and dis-
cuss. In a true Association, where labor, capital and
skill are each represented, and receive a just and equi-
table share of the common product, where all branches
of industry contribute to swell the amount not only of
the general stock, but of personal returns, the difficulty
is at once set aside ; the great problem of modern so-
ciety is solved ; and a sure foundation laid for an enor-
mous increase in the production of wealth, for its im-
partial distribution, for its immediate application to the
great purposes of social life, and thus for the establish-
ment of mutual Kindness, perpetual peace, and pure
harmony in all the relations of men.—Ibid.

A PROPHECY.

No age has been wholly dead to the great hope which
now causes so many hearts to beat with new joy. There
has always been a foreboding, a dim presentiment, if
nothing more, of a high and true life hereafter to be rea-
lized on earth. A noble discontent with the present has
been a constant omen to guide the lover of universal
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harmony to fairer scenes which future times would un-
fold to all.

The visions of the Hebrew prophets are filled witk
lofty anticipations of great good to be enjoyed by men
they so lived in the ideal harmony and blessedness, in
the advent of which they had no less confidence than in
the pervading Providence which was their guiding star,
that they often lost sight of intervening realities; and
where can be found a more sublime description of the
Divine Order of Society, than in those words, which
have floated down the stream of ages from the echo of
their song? The master minds of other nations have
been faithful to the same lofty hope ; it has been ex-
pressed in varied forms, from the Grecian Plato to the
English More; now it has been set forth in the grave
speculations of philosophy, and now has enkindled the
holiest fires of poetry. But the attempt to embody the
convictions thus deeply cherished, in living, organic in-
stitutions, has been reserved for the present age. This-
is without doubt the great problem of our day. Men
may shut their eyes to the fact; they may affect to dis-
believe or despise it; but it can not so easily be hud-
dled out of sight; the question still returns with new
force. How are social relations to be brought into har-
mony with the nature of man? And a spirit is now
awake, which will take no rest until the true solution be-
found. All inquiries into subordinate and partial re-
forms will at length be seen to concentrate upon this ;
and men will be convinced that no true progress can bn
attained under false social arrangements, just as no real
health can be enjoyed in an atmosphere which embosoms
a secret but deadly poison. The interest which is now
felt in the application of just principlesto actual society,,
the harmonic union of a high and pure theory with vigo-
rous action that is now forming in many souls, we hail
as a sure sign of human advancement. We know that a.
better day is coming, is near at hand. This deep up-
heaving of the elements of society is to prepare the erec-
tion of a better structure, a true home for man, a temple
worthy of universal humanity.—Ibid.

not in vain.

Not iu vain did Fourier patiently investigate, for thirty
years, the causes of social evils and their remedy. Not
in vain are Communities starting up all around us, varied
in plan, but all born of one idea. Do you say they will
never be able to realize their aspirations? Away with
your scepticism! | tell you that, if they all die, they
will not perish without leaving the seed of great social
truths scattered on the hillsides and in the valleys ; and
the seed will spring up and wave in a golden harvest.
God does not thus mock with false hopes the beings He
has made in his own image. He has taught us to pray
that his kingdom may come on earth, as it is in heaven ;
and He will answer the prayer in glorious fulfillment..—
L. M. Child.

WHAT do you propose ?

We have often been asked, What do the friends of
Association propose to themselves, in the reform to
which they are devoted? Let us answer in a few words,
—by the systematic organization of labor, to make it
more efficient, productive and attractive ; in this way, to
provide for the abundant gratification of all the intel-
lectual, moral, and physical wants of every member of
the Association ; and thus to extirpate the dreadful ine-
qualities of external condition, which now make many
aspects of society hideous ; and to putall in possession of
means of leading a wise, serene and beautiful life, in ac-
cordance with the eternal laws of God and the highest
aspirations of their own nature. This in modern society
is the exception and not the rule, among all classes.
Are we not laboring for an end which should command
the respect and sympathy of every sincere philanthro-
pist? Is it not worth while for the most cultivated and
intelligent, minds, at least to look at a remedy which
promises to eradicate absolute poverty, do away with
the temptations to crime, make the executioner and con-
stable useless functionaries, diffuse inward contented-
ness and peace, and thus bless the whole population ?
This reform is based upon the practical application of
Christianity to the arrangements of society, under the
guidance of an accurate and profound science. To
doubt its practicability or final accomplishment would
be to call in question both science and religion at once.
—Harbinger.

VALUE OF DEVELOPMENT.
JOHN STUART MILL.

A government or community can not have too much of
that kind of activity which does not impede, but aids and
stimulates, individual exertion and development.

The mischief begins when, instead of calling forth the
activities and powers, and enlisting the interest of individu-
als and bodies, it substitutes its own activity for theirs;
when, instead of informing, advising, and upon occasion,
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admonishing, it makes them work in fetters, or bids them
stand still and does their work instead of them.

The worth of any organized body, in along run, is the
worth of the individuals composing it, and a state that in-
fringes, abridges, or postpones the interests of their mental
mexpansion and elevation, by a little more of administrative
mskill, or that semblance of it which practice gives in the de-
tails of business; a state which dwarfs its men in order that
they may be more docile instruments in its hands even for
beneficial purposes, will find that with small men no great
thing can really be accomplished; and that the perfection of
machinery to which it has sacrificed every thing, will in
the end avail it nothing, for want of that vital power which,
in order that the machine might work more smoothly, it has
preferred to banish.
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HIGH WAGES AND LOW BRICES.

A ternrning lecture might be elaborated on this subject:
addressed not to the sorehead radicals, nor to the labor-
ing classes or the poor, but to the manufacturers and
ecapitalists—the rich men and men of business—the in-
side ring of the ““well-to-do:” and more especially to
the manufacturers, for they may be considered as the
representatives of all the classes that are contesting the
-claims of the laborers for higher wages and better con-
ditions. They occupy a medium position between the
capitalists on the one side and the merchants and
transporters on the other. They are the executives of
the former, and in some sense the employers of the
latter. The lecture should therefore be addressed to
them, and perhaps more particularly to the manufac-
turers of staple articles—the necessaries of life for both
rich and poor. And the object of the lecture should not
be to teach them their duty, not to show them the right
and wrong of the case between them and the laborers,
not to put them under law and fear; but rather to show
them the wise course of expediency, the way to sound
prosperity in business.

The general theory of business held by manufacturers
{with many exceptions, of course), may be summed up
in two propositions, viz.,

“1. We must keep up the prices of our goods as
high as possible ; ”

““2. We must keep down the wages of our employes
as low as possible.”

The object of the lecture should be to controvert and
overthrow both of these propositions. And to accom-
plish this it would be necessary to show—

1. That the lower the prices of goods are, the larger
the circle of customers will be, and that more money
can be made on large sales with small profits than on
small sales with large profits. Plenty of illustrations of
this principle can easily be found. Mere off-hand asser-
tions will not suffice: it must be demonstrated by
statistics, by figures that can not be disputed, that the
true policy of manufacturers is to study, not how high
it will answer to put their prices, but how low, and that
the combinations among manufacturers, if kept up at
all, should have this object in view rather than the
eopposite.  Certainly it is for the interest of manu-
facturers—an interest that works always and every-where
—to induce every body to buy ; to shove their clothes
on to the backs, their food into the bellies, and their
mspoons into the hands, of the largest number possible ;
that is to say, to enable the poorest classes to furnish
themselves with manufactured goods in abundance.
It is also certain that this can only be done by adopt-
ing the policy of ““bottom prices.” It seems to us
just as sure that encouraging the poor to live well by
low prices is the best policy, as that honesty is the best
policy, and that manufacturers can be convinced of it.

2. In a similar way it might be shown that the manu-
facturer’s true policy is to pay the highest wages that
ecan be paid consistently with the vigorous support of
business ; 'so that the question ever-present in his mind
would be, How much can I pay my employes >—not, as
now, How little can | pay them? In a word, it might
be shown that the employer should be a ““Bull” and
not a ““Bear” in the matter of wages; that he should
go over to the side of the laborer, and do his best for
him as he would for his wife and children. And in favor
of such a policy might be urged such considerations as
these:

1. The efficiency and faithfulness secured by giving
the laborer a good chance in life would more than repay
the outlay in liberal wages.

2. Making the laborers comparatively rich by liberal
wages would make them liberal buyers of the goods
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of the manufacturers, and so would double the benefit
of low prices. The argument on this point and on the
preceding is similar to that which demonstrates that
liberal manuring of land pays in the long run.  Skinning
laborers is as suicidal as skinning the soil.

3. The policy of giving the laborers a good chance for
the comforts and even luxuries of life, and enabling
them to educate themselves and their children, is the
only policy that will ever abolish the barbarism which
is at work in the strikes and riots and virtual war con-
tinually breaking out in all manufacturing countries.
Manufacturers, in skinning the laborers, are making
savages, and surrounding themselves with tribes of ene-
mies worse than Indians, because more ingenious and
handy in the use of the weapons of civilization.

Anybody can see that in the long run the cheapest way
to insure property and comfortable life to the rich, is to
make the poor comfortable and give them a chance for
education and escapefrom poverty; and this can be done
only by manufacturers adopting and combining to carry

out the pOIle of high wages and low prices, j. h. n

A NOBLE DISCONTENT.

The suggestion frequently occurs that it is wrong to
stir up desires for Communism and make people dis-
contented with the old ways of living, until a provision
is made for taking care of them, by either admitting
them into existing Communities or by showing them
clearly how they can immediately form Communities
for themselves. There is some truth in this suggestion,
but there is also some fallacy in it. Certainly people
ought not to be stirred up to discontent unless they are
shown the true way' to something better; but the true
way in this case is generally not a straignt and easy
path, but a long road of patience and heroism. If they
are shown clearly that road, no matter how much they
are unsettled and discontented. A noble discontent,
i. e., a discontent which is willing to work patiently for
a far-off object, is one of the best experiences in this
world ; and we may as well make up our minds, first as
last, that without this kind of discontent Communism
for the masses is hopeless—as indeed every other great
blessing and attainment is and forever must be. Let us
study the ways of Providence in leading us from bad to
good, and from good to better, and from better to best.

For my part | have to confess that the prizes of life
have been set before me at a distance, making me work
for them patiently and in a long-continued experience
of noble discontent.

This seems to be the old way. Paul said to Timothy,
after laying out a great job for him, ““This charge |
commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by
them, mightest war a good warfare.” | understand by
this that Timothy had a programme of his career before
him, showing him far-off prizes and achievements, and
that by this programme he was greatly helped to fight
through the obstacles in his course. And as Paul
understood the advantage of this way of working in the
case of Timothy, so it is evident that he worked in the
same way himself. In fact a programme was given him
shortly after his first encounter with Christ. We know
too that Christ himself had a programme. They all
worked by prophecy. The prizes set before them were
at first afar off, and they <““pressed toward” them
through long periods of patience. In fact this must
have been the general experience of the Primitive
Church. In this lies the meaning of the great mystery
of the Second Coming. The rewards of that Coming
were set far enough off to draw one generation through
a splendid course of education. In a word, I hold that
a theory and a hope thrown out ahead of realization, is
like an anchor ahead of a ship by which it may “ warp
up ” to its destined moorings.

And now, to return to our starting-point let us see
what the leadings of Providence have been in the case
of modern Socialisms. Here we have, on the one hand,
one outburst after another of such excitations as Owen-
ism and Fourierism, and on the other hand, the uprising
of the little religious Communities in long succession,
all these movements stirring and accumulating discon-
tent and longing for a new and better state of society.
Meanwhile the tribulations of the existing status are
working with ever-increasing energy to the same end.
It is evident that the current of events is sweeping the
world into hopes and struggles for Communism. Is it
not safe to go with this current? Is it safe to go against
it or to get out of it? 1 have no fear in going with it,
and doing my best to hasten it and prepare men to take
advantage of it by showing them the safe channel. We
can not stop the discontent if we would, and we may as

well go on with it and make the most of it. 3. h n.

NO MODEL.

In devoting so much space as we have to American
Communities, we trust no one will get the idea that we
consider that any one of them has so nearly approached
perfection that it may be taken as a model. We have
no such thought. On the contrary, we are painfully
conscious of their imperfections. The most we claim
for them is that they illustrate the power of agreement
in social life, and prove that it is possible for men to
live happily and prosperously together with a common
interest. But this is a great deal, and foretokens, pos-
sibly, the entire reconstruction of society. If it be
thoroughly demonstrated, on a small scale even, that
among men the grasping element that controls the
relations of brutes may be excluded, what marvels will
it not portend ?—marvels of peace, unity, brotherhood—
vast and countless combinations for mutual benefit, in-
stead of combinations which oppress and crush the
weak ?

The Boston Commonwealth says ‘‘there is a great
need of a more general knowledge of these Communi-
ties,” and the Commonwealth is right, not however be-
cause of their methods about labor, nor because of any
other merely business features, but because they have
shown and continue to show, with their diverse and
sometimes abnormal systems, that there is a new and
better way of living than most people know any thing
about; because they show that Christianity may be
carried into the common relations of life ; because they
show that the golden rule contains the highest wisdom
for this world as well as that which is to come.

It is said that every really great invention is the
crowning result of countless labors. The steam-engine,
the magnetic telegraph, the compass, the art of print-
ing, photography : these and other like inventions
came to the world slowly, step by step. Who had the
first original thought concerning any of them it is diffi-
cult to say; but we know that improvement succeeded
improvement until that degree of perfection was attained
which admitted of practical experiment: and still im-
provement went on. No one can foretell all the modi-
fications which they may yet undergo or to what new
uses they may be applied.

In like manner Communism has grown into its present
condition. It did not start on its career one hundred or
one thousand years ago; the Primitive saints proclaimed
it eighteen hundred years ago. Plato incorporated it into
his “ Republic ” centuries earlier. The Israelites had
some idea of it still other centuries back. And now it is
being put to the test of practical experiment on a small
scale. It is like the steam-engine when it first began to
pump water. Long periods may be needed to perfect it.
But the invention has been tested and proved of practical
utility ; it will pump water ; and fortunately there is no
patent on it. Any body can use it as it is who will
comply with the indispensable condition of agreement;
and any body is at liberty to suggest and apply im-
provements. The lists are open; and no one will re-
joice more heartily in the improvement of Communism
than the Communists themselves. But that it may be
improved, and that the most may be learned from its
past history and present condition, it needs to be
thoroughly known; and to make it so is one of the jobs
the American Sociatist has undertaken.

THE TAP-ROOT.

The tap-root of all the difficulties in the social relations
of mankind is selfishness. There can never be peace all
around until some way is found to lay the ax at that. It
is a good thing to lop off branches here and there, but
let no one fancy that the work is accomplished while the
root remains. And selfishness exists in all classes. The
rich are blamed by some as though they alone fostered
the evil; but when circumstances favor the poor, they
are found no better in this respect than those whom they
have so mercilessly criticised. The workingmen of Eng-
land meet this evil in themselves, now that cooperation
has made them capitalists. Just in proportion as they
rise above their former estate are they tempted with the
selfishness against which they rebelled. In their jour-
nals we find such self-criticism as the following from the
Cooperative News :

““Amongst cooperators there are discussions of considera-
ble sharpness of tone on small points of detail in store man-
agement, and local chucklings of satisfaction when a good
dividend is secured. This is not a fit attitude for the codp-
erators of the kingdom. They have principles of power,
capable of a wide application ; principles that have been well
reasoned out; principles that to a certain extent have been
applied to practice with great success ; principles demanding
further,practical application ; constant and powerful dissemi-



nation; and we see only in cooperation, if we step oat into
the world, over the threshold of the store, cooperative ex-
periments with the cooperation left out, put aside and derided,
as a weak sentimentality, unfit to be thought of seriously by
practical men, who prefer the old error to the new truth, so
long as something can be squeezed out of it to swell the divi-
dend.

““In truth our cooperators seem to have given up the fight
before it was well begun. They won the first battle in assert-
ing and proving the practicability of distributive cooperation
and the profit to be made by it, and their success seems to
have paralyzed them. They paddle now with their fingers
in the till, count their gains, and become filled with alarm if
other and further work is suggested, lest the profit they have
made should slip through their fingers and disappear. So
slightly do they seem to comprehend, and so little do they
seem to value the cooperative principle, even for the money
profit it can yield, that the shabbiest details of business ob-
scure it in their minds. An accidental mistake in a small
purchase of cheese or butter shakes their rickety faith,
whilst a questionable investment in drapery smites them
with a moral paralysis during which cooperation appears lit-
tle better than a swindle got up for the purpose of plundering
the poor.

“ Have those who direct and manage our cooperative move-
ment nothing to teach such persons amongst them as are co-
operators in name but not in spirit? We know where the
present movement started from, and we can see very plainly
where it has got to. Is there any thing or nothing beyond?
Do the leaders mean to outline a policy of progress, and by
wise and vigorous teaching to put into the lives of the masses
of those who are members of stores, and into the minds cf
outsiders, the thought, the hope, the effort by which, and
through which, men fight their way out of darkness into

light?”
sk

‘'The codperator whose Alpha and Omega is ‘ dividend'
never wants to go any further than that. But he wants that,
and woe betide the venturesome committee which fails at
any time to produce the usual figure. We don’t say this in
a spirit of fault-finding. Their object is a good one, viz., a
provident one. When they find their society making a good
dividend they are satisfied so far, and don't care to trouble
about going much further or doing much else, and they
either become and remain in cooperation what Conservatives
are supposed to be in politics, stationary, or they may be-
come so far progressive, with a keen eye to more dividend,
as to go in for extension in business and profitable invest-
ments. There is no doubt that there are many who become
cooperators originally through the charm of the * divi.,” who
on hearing more of what cooperation is aiming at become
hearty cooperative propagandists, or at least give their moral
support to others who enter upon the work. But it is to be
feared that many others cooperate only for themselves.
They have no objection to others getting ‘ dividend, ' as with-
out it being so they could not get it, but they are very care-
ful not to go too far in that direction—not to benefit others
a fraction beyond what they can show a corresponding bene-
fit for. Jack will light the fire if Tom will look after the
kettle ; but the water must be divided to a drop, in case Jack
might die and leave some for others, and this, too, at the
risk of burning the very bottom out of the kettle or bursting
it.  Dividing all and reserving very little toward making
the future secure.”

We sympathize most heartily with every form of Co-
operation, because even the lowest phase suggests the
possibility and desirability of the highest, and limits the
evil it does not try to eradicate. But let us not hood-
wink others, nor be hoodwinked ourselves, into the idea
boat selfishness cooperation is a finality in society.
Only a social form that has no tap-root of selfishness can
hope for permanence.

PATRIMONIES IN COMMUNITY.

In the days of iEsopian wisdom fatherly care was
shown in teaching heirs the value and power of unity.
The illustration used was suited to the times. An old
man’s brawny-armed but quarrelsome sons failed at
his bidding to break the bundle of sticks given. Untied,
the same strength snapped each stick with ease. The
iagot was a shapeless pile, and the moral was obvious,
“ Union is strength.”

I fear one trying to write a fable illustrative of the
fatherly care of to-day could not follow very strictly
the vEsopian model. The moral of every rich man’s
will nowadays is one of division, instead of union.
Does a rich man die with sons and daughters, there are
almost endless complications before his accumulated
wealth can be satisfactorily divided among his heirs.
His houses, lands, stock and stud are quarreled over
by his sons; his furniture, table-service, paintings, and
what not, by his daughters. Like as not there is a
mlong and expensive lawsuit after all. Meantime does
any one wonder whether the old man rests quietly in
yonder marble vault? He had loved to see his capital
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increase year by year. In his day he had seen it doub-
led, quadrupled, quintupled. Divided and quarreled
over, itis at a standstill.

So notorious is this disagreement among relatives at
Le death of a person of property, that if any considera-
ble estate is settled among a number of children with-
out the expenses of legal proceedings, the heirs are
considered quite fortunate.  The waste incident to
division of patrimonies is manifold, even though the
division is peaceably made. Most common is the waste
of power and prestige. A man who has made a for-
tune has not only accumulated tangible wealth repre-
sented by merchandise, stocks, real estate, etc., but
also a commercial prestige through the growth and con-
eentration of his capital. On the division of his estate
tangible values are secured by the heirs, but the power
that went with the estate undivided is lost. As illus-
trative of this point here is a simple story told me by a
friend:

“At the time of my father’s death he was carrying on
a safe commission business which yielded an income of
about fifty thousand dollars a year. He left to his six
children an estate valued at two hundred and eighty
thousand dollars, besides the commission business,
which fell to his eldest son, who at the time of my
father’s death was his business partner. The portion
of the estate which he received was inadequate to carry
on the business. After a few years' vain struggle
to carry on a large business with a small capital, he
failed. The rest of us children found new and differ-
ent channels for the investment of our portion of the
paternal estate and capital; and now at the end of thir-
teen years we have added very little to the original
bequest.”

Experiences like this are very common. To the advo-
cate of Communism its economies are very manifest by
way of contrast to such customs and incidents. Had
this merchant’s six children united and enlarged their
home, instead of dividing it, they would have been able
to carry on their fatfier's business, and m all probability
have by this time more than doubled the capital left
them ; and besides would leave a financial prospect for
the next generation more flattering than the one they
inherited at tiie death of the originator of the business.
The example of the Bothschilds, the Harpers, and others
who have introduced something of the spirit of Commu-
uism into the family, illustrates its economic advantages
over the disintegrating course pursued by the majority
of families in ordinary society.

As another common example of the waste incident to
division of property, | recall many noble mansions
built by wealthy heads of families, now turned into
hotels, public buildings, offices, etc., etc. This was
their fate because when the head of the house died, the
portion going to each child was insufficient to keep up
the establishment. | have wished some one could travel
over the country and gather accounts of all the houses
that have passed from hand to hand, selling at enor-
mous loss, for this reason alone. As a notable instance
of such fate is a house built by a western Governor
years ago. A mend told me about it. “ It was a noble
pile,” said he, ““of costly stone and varied architecture.
Each story was ornamented with rows of gracefully
carved pillars, which lent to the mansion a beauty and
charm 1 can give you no idea of. To me the building
seemed worthy to be compared to Tennyson’s ‘ Palace
of Art,’ and 1 could never view it without thinking of
the poet’s opening lines:

‘1 buiix my soul a lordly pleasure-house,
Wherein at ease for aye to dwell.

I said, O soul, make merry and carouse,
hear soul, for all is well.

But all was not well. Scarcely was the lordly mansion
finished before Gov. W------ died. His children, on the
division of the property, found that none of them could
afford to live in it and take care of it. It was bought
by the State for very much less than it cost, and has
since been used for charitable and educational pur-
poses.”

When I hear such stories I can not help thinking, “ O,
if these heirs had only had their hearts filled with the
love of unity and the power of agreement, they could
have all lived together in this beautiful home from gen-
eration to generation. Their children and children’s
children could have looked with pride upon the home
of their ancestors. As they increased in number be-
yond the limit of the house, they could build appropri-
ate additions, or else, swarming like the bees, erect
another, perhaps a more splendid and extensive pile,
in the neighborhood. Then with the Psalmist, all
would say, ““Behold how good and how pleasant [how
economical and how convenient], it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity ! ”

Thus would be secured all the advantages of the
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English custom of inheritance, which saves the pater-
nal estate from division by the law of primogeniture,
while its injustice to the younger children would be
avoided. On the other hand, there would also be
avoided the waste and confusion consequent on follow-
ing the American and French custom of dividing estates
equally among the heirs.

a e h

THE FUTURE.

BV WILLIAM W. STOBY.
Not in the distant is our greatness planted,

But in the present, lying at our feet;
The actual with the ideal is enchanted

When the soul dares the simple truth to greet.

True strength is calm, forever onward moving,
By being rather than by acting grows,

Born from the silent constancy of loving
The perfect power that only hath repose.

When man’s whole nature is to Love subjected,
All passions shall unite to do its will;
One law through all its forms shall be reflected,
One harmony its myriad notes distill.
Tuned as our souls are unto false relations,
To Pear, and Hate, and Jealousy, and Strife,
How may we hope harmonious vibrations
Prom the discordant, broken strings of life.
The dim and distant future haunts my being
With a rich music, swelling like the sea
From myriad voices all in love agreeing,—
The holy anthem of humanity.
Through all of life there is no ugly duty,
Each act in Love’s transfiguration stands,
And Order reigns, and never fading Beauty
With smile etherial evermore commands.
—Harbinger.

EARLY DAYS OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM.

No part of the history of any people has a more per-
rennial interest than the first. Each successive genera-
tion which traces its connection with the Pilgrim and
Puritan fathers reads with avidity every story of their
encounter with hunger, disease, and the lurking savage,
in their endeavors to make a home for themselves and
all who might follow them in the wilderness of the New
World. And as the time-distance increases, every event
connected with the early history of any section of our
country has an enhanced value in the public estimation.
So it is with the early history of political and religious
organizations. This is the secret of the great interest
which attaches to the biographies of eminent men, and
especially of those who were originators of movements
that have survived them and affected the world’s thought
and history in some marked degree.

American Communism is a movement of this charac-
ter. Already it has survived many of its first leaders.
Already it has indelibly affected the world’s thought
and history. In spite of the partial decadence of some
of its practical institutions, it is evidently destined to
ultimate and great success. It is therefore of no little
importance that events connected with its beginnings
should be preserved. Let each Community faithfully
treasure its early records, so that future historians may
have the materials for complete accounts of their rise
and progress. How interesting and valuable is that lit-
tle story about Father Rapp and the Pittsburg merchant
in a late No. of the Sociatist. There must be similar
stories that could be told of other Community founders,
and that ought to be published. We have read
D. A. Buckingham'’s account of the early experience of
the Watervliet Shakers with much interest, and will
copy from The Shaker his first chapter:

““During the year 1778, the believers at Watervliet suffered
exceedingly for food, and in temporal matters generally. It
was a time when money was scarce; and, being poor, they had
no means to buy. It being a fixed principle with them never
to run in debt, even for the necessaries of life, their exist-
ence became somewhat precarious. Their food consisted
principally of rice and milk. A little fish, mostly sturgeon,
was every thing of the meat kind they enjoyed for several
months. They had little or no butter or cheese. This simple
fare was their main support during the spring and summer
of said year.

““Their chief employment was planting, sowing, and har-
vesting. They toiled hard for their scanty pittance, and
became so reduced in flesh that they looked more like walking
skeletons than laboring men. Oft-times, they were so weak
and faint they could not work. Hard labor and want of
nourishing food were telling mightily upon them. At one
season, their breakfast consisted only of a small bowl of
milk-porridge for each, amd their suppers were made up of
the same material. For dinner, in addition to the bowl of
porridge, they enjoyed a little cake—a piece two and a-half
inches square for each person. One day a couple of the
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brethren went to the river to catch herring, and one of them
was so pressed with hunger that he ate, while yet raw, the
first two fish he caught! Their house-room was also limited.
They had but little convenience for lodging, and were obliged
to sleep upon the floor of their apartment. Some few had a
blanket to cover them ; others had none. As the crops be-
gan to mature, and potatoes were in eatable condition, their
fare was better, and life became more endurable.

“ During the same year, a famine prevailed at Lake George.
The citizens of Albany made quite a donation of provisions
to the sufferers there; and the brethren of our little social
band were employed to carry the said donation to Crown
Point. On their way thither, they stopped at a small hut in
the woods, by the roadside, to obtain a little refreshment.
They found there an old woman, with three small children.
On making their business known, the woman replied, ‘I
have not had a mouthful of meat, bread, nor potatoes in my
house for the past three months.” When asked what she
subsisted upon, she replied, ‘When the brier-leaves began
to mature in the spring | gathered, boiled, and ate them
with my milk, for 1 have one cow, and that supports us.
This is the way we have lived for three months past.’

““With the money the. brethren received for carrying said
donation they purchased bread and flour, and our people
were soon comfortable. Their crops came in more bounti-
fully than was expected, and by the smiles of providence
upon them they soon began to improve in health, strength,
and in many earthly comforts. They were often exhorted
by Joseph Meacham,—a very influential and leading mem-
ber among them, who was afterward styled Father Joseph,—
to bear their sufferings with patience and fortitude, for the
time would COine when they and their children would have
plenty and to spare.”

A story of hardship, privation and courage that must
exalt the Watervliet fathers in the estimation of all who
read it. And here is a paragraph from the ““Deutsche
Chronik in der Geschichte der Ohio-Thales,” which
gives a like picture of the early sufferings of the Com-
munists of Zoar :

““ Certain Quakers of Philadelphia sold to the Society, at a
fair price and on a long credit, five thousand six hundred
acres of land, formerly military land, lying around old Fort
Laurens, in Tuscarawas county, Ohio. They arrived at the
place in the winter. They were poor, destitute of all means
to render life even in some measure tolerable ; cattle, farm-
ing utensils, and furniture, were equally wanting. They
first sought shelter in the most wretched huts ; they had to
suffer from hunger, cold and wet;, fever committed great
devastation among them, but their religious communion and
fellowship held them together. After they had kept house
individually or by families, for more than a year, they
deemed it better to unite themselves, into a community of
property and industry, in order more effectually by associ-
ated labor to overcome the difficulties with which they had
to contend. The cholera of the year 1832 produced fearful
ravages among them ; fifty members of the community fell
its victims. From that time however, their property in-
creased with every year.”

And here is still another paragraph descriptive of the
early days of the Harmonists when they met and con-
quered ““the dweller of the threshold: ”

‘' Their work of grubbing and clearing off land was a hard
toil to which they had not been accustomed. In these cir-
cumstances, weak and disaffected members were ready to
communicate to outsiders all the difficulties, smaller or great-
er, which occurred in the Society, and these again were fur-
ther reported abroad with exaggeration, so that the public
eye was continually fixed with jealousy and distrust on this
strange community. Thus sorely were they tried during the
first year or two after their settlement. These trials, how-
ever, were only what the more thoughtful among them had
anticipated, and they were prepared to meet them. Before
they left Germany, some of them. were often heard to say,
in the midst of their persecutions, that “if they could only
find a land where religious toleration was enjoyed, they
would wish to be there, even though they might have for a
while to live upon roots. They were never reduced quite
to this extremity, but their trials were sufficiently severe to
test the faith of the most earnest and devout, and they have
regarded them since as providential visitations, designed to
inure them to that life of self-denial and crucifixion of the
flesh which their whole system involves.”

And here again is a paragraph from Xordhofl’'s “ Com-
munistic Societies ” about the first eighteen months of
the Swedish Communists who struggled and failed at
Bishop Hill, Illinois:

“ They appear to have spent most of their means in the
emigration, for they were able during the first year to buy
only forty acres of land, and for eighteen months they lived
in extreme poverty—-in holes in the ground, and under sheds
built against hillsides; and ground their corn for bread in
hand-mills, often laboring at this task by turns all night, to
provide meal for the next day. A tent made of linen cloth
was their church during this time; and they worked the
land of neighboring farmers on shares to gain a subsistence.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

Living on the prairie, fever and ague attacked them and
added to their wretchedness.”

These stories will suffice for the present issue ; per-
haps contributors will send others for a future number.

GERMAN SOCIALISTS IN IOWA.

How They Came There and How They Have Increased—Their
Mode of Life, Religion and Industries.

Des Moines (lowa) Cor. Chicago Tribune.

The traveler on the Chicago, Bock Island & Pacific Kail-
road, soon after leaving lowa City, going West, will hear the
conductor call out ““Homestead,” and looking from the car-
window he will see a small village of wooden and brick
houses, conspicuous for nothing except, at this season, the
vines and shrubbery which conceal them nearly from view.
Pressing the investigation, the conductor will tell you the vil-
lage, the station, and all about it belong to the Amana Society,
and that is all he knows aboutit. Leave the train and go
about three miles to the northwest, and you will approach
another village, precisely like the last, and soon find your-
self among a peculiar people ;,and here is their headquarters.

In 1714, in Germany, was scattered here and there a people
who felt the need of a religion less formal and purer, more
in accord with the teachings of the Bible, than prevailed in
the dominant Church. Drawn together by a common
sympathy, they soon began to organize. They met with
opposition and persecution, but

CLUNG TO THEIE FAITH,

until, in the year 1842, they turned their faces toward the
land of religious liberty. They purchased a small tract of
land near Buffalo, and there began to colonize, there erected
anew their altars and homes, and called the place
““Ebenezer,” which signifies ““Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.” (Il Samuel, vn., 12). They organized them-
selves into one family, and began a Socialistic mode of
living. Accessions were constantly made to their number,
and in 1854-5 it was deemed necessary to enlarge their
borders; but the high price of land and limited means com-
pelled them to look to the West, and accordingly they came
to lowa, and selected a location on the lowa Biver, in lowa
County, embracing a whole township. To it they gave the
name, “ Amana” (a sounded as in hat), which signifies, in
personal character, integrity and truth ; and, in topography,
a beautiful land. They reorganized into a new association
as the Amana Society, and began a new home, where they
could worship God according to the dictates of their own
conscience.

In law it is a joint-stock association. When a person
joins the Society, all he possesses is put into the common
fund and passes beyond his control, and he becomes one of
the Society-family, except that his individual and his own
family rights are reserved. Once each year, usually at the
State election, there are chosen thirteen Trustees, who from
their own number elect a Director, Vice-Director and Secre-
tary, who constitute an Executive Committee to control and
direct the affairs of the Society. They appoint managers to
oversee and manage the different departments of labor. The
labor

DEPARTMENTS ARE FILLED ACCORDING TO FITNESS,

and changes are seldom made, so that the greatest perfection
attainable may be secured. The present Director is a
venerable and venerated man, who has been the head of the
Society many years, and is retained for his virtues and in
honor of his good name, though he now takes but little part
in affairs. Being also a civil township under the State
Government, they elect township and school district officers,
thus receiving the benefit of State and county funds.

The Society is known as one family, in which all have
equal rights and privileges, although there are nearly 300
individual families, whose homes are sacred to themselves.
When a new family is added, the Society builds a house for
them, to which is allotted a plot of ground around it, and
which the occupants may produce fruit on, or ornament with
flowers and shrubs; and these are appropriated to their
own use.

Their houses are usually large enough for two families.
Originally they were of wood, but within the past two years
they are made of brick and stone, and are two stories high,
and number about 250. There are seven villages about
three miles apart. In each village are boarding-houses
sufficient to accommodate the population of the village, and

THERE ALL THE PEOPLE GO TO GET THEIR MEALS,
the hour for which is given by a bell from a central tower.
There are no drones in the hive. Each performs his
specified work, and the whole moves like clockwork, in
perfect harmony.

Once in each year the executive officers make annuity
apportionment to each family or single individual, which is
to be for their use for that year, for personal expenses.
There is in each village a store in which all kinds of goods
are kept, which are delivered to members of the Society
without profit, a record kept, and at the end of the year the
amount is deducted from the annuity, so thata very little
money is used. Each private family furnishes its own
house. The boarding-houses are furnished and supplied by
the Society. If a member withdraws from the Society, what
he put in is returned without interest or increase. If a

member die and is the head of a family, his share or interesti
in the Society is divided among his legal heirs and placed to
their credit on the books of the Society.

There are three physicians, whose duty it is to visit the
sick. Their medicines and teams are supplied by the
Society. So also school-teachers are provided, and

EXCELLENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
are maintained, of course on their own plan, and using their
own books, which are printed by themselves. The intelli-
gence of their children evinces a high grade of schools and
thorough culture. Housewives inclined to pet chickens,
goslings, turkeys, etc., must be satisfied with birds, a cat or
dog, as the Society makes a special department of poultry, .
which it raises for the boarding-houses. Their houses are
covered with grape-vines, and their yards crowded with .
grapes, fruit trees, shrubs and flowers, all cultivated with
taste and care. From these vines about 8,000 pounds of
grapes are produced yearly, and 1,000 gallons of wine made.

These people are short in stature, robust and strong in
bone and muscle. The women are the complete picture of
good health. Their broad hips, large waists and full chests
show no signs of pull-back or corset. They wear dresses
made of indigo-blue calico, short skirts, a small kerchief
about the neck, and a tight black cap on the head. The
elder people all tread wide like a duck, indicative of the
tutelage of wooden shoes. Their mortality fist shows an
average of only 25 deaths per year, or 17 less than the births.
They are

COURTEOUS AND HOSPITABLE TO STRANGERS
who come there for business, but have no time or place for
loafers, tramps, or trade-bummers. They are very reticent
about their affairs. They are well-educated, and thoroughly
versed in the topics of the day. They are much interested
in the Turco-Kussian war, and have a special hatred of the
Bussian bear, but no sympathy for the Turk.

The State census of 1875 fixes the population of the So
ciety at 1,624, of whom 827 are males and 71)7 females;
1,160 of the whole were foreign-born. There has been no
change since except by natural causes. The number of
voters is 313. They take little or no part in national or
State politics. In local county matters they vote for those
whom they believe to be the best men, without regard to
party. If any thing, they are Kepublicans.

The Bible is their guide, and Christ the head of their
Church, which they denominate the Church of the True
Inspiration. They believe that now, as in olden times, men
may be, and are, inspired; that prophecy is confined to no
age, but to all time. Their mode of worship is similar to
that of the Quakers. They have no preachers. Their meet-
ings are conducted by Elders, but each person speaks as the
spirit moves him. They are very devout, and all secular
business is subordinate to their religious exercises. On
week days, during church exercises, all mills and shops are
closed and business suspended. They are non-resistants,
and furnished no troops for the late war, but evinced their
patriotism by raising a fund and filling their full quota by
substitutes. They also provided liberally for sanitary stores.
They regard marriage as of divine origin, and the marriage
vow as sacred unto death—each man to be the husband of
one wife. The home circle is the nursery of the Church; its
motto, Brotherly Love.

THE MELODY OF THE SEASONS.

“ Nature in man’s capacious souls has wrought,
And given them voice expressive of her thought.”

Oub soul may be likened to a delicately stringed in-
strument, whose chords the passing seasons sweep with
skillful touch. Now the passionate and sensuous, anon
the affectionate and reflective parts of our nature vibrate
in their turn. Often have | noted this round of melodi-
ous influences whose sweet and varied changes each
year rings upon the heart.

In the spring-time, when all nature begins to bud and
start forth into new life, awakened as by some magic
touch from her winter’s lethargy; when the air begirs
to resound with the peeping of frogs and the caroling of
birds; when the smell of newly-ploughed fields, of
spring violets, hepaticas and anemones, comes to us on
the wings of the shifting winds ; then, all the fiery, pas-
sional part of our nature is in the ascendant. We rush
from our winter’s confinement like children let out of
school, to roam the woods and fields in wild delight.
Strange, thrilling desires spring up within us. Nature
—now smiles, now tears—coquets with us like some
beautiful maiden. Charming in every guise she fasci-
nates us by promises of still greater beauty and more
honeyed sweets. Always changing, but never the same,
she arouses us to fervent and passionate adoration, and
we cling to her bosom, never cloying of the sweets that
we draw therefrom. Then, if ever, our thoughts come’
in rhyme, and all the latent poetry of our souls is
aroused. Every faculty is keenly alert. Fiery is the
race of life, but in the near distance shines itsgoal. Our
hopes seem to hang over our heads like purple-ripe



/grapes, ready for tlie plucking. The tendrils of our
hearts multiply with rapidity, and stretching forth, find
I new loved forms round which to twine.

In the autumn, when nature’s work is done ; when the
rays of the ardent sun have ripened all the fruits, and
the broad-faced harvest-moon shines gloriously over
fields of yellow grain ; when the farmer stocks his barn,
and we hear the creaking of burdened carts, and the
sound of threshing and winnowing; t/ien, there is the
maturity of repose in the atmosphere. Wrapt in a
dreamy languor we sit and gaze at the beauties of the
landscape. But when the cool days of later autumn and
early winter come ; when nature’s face loses her bright-
ness and she prepares for her long sleep ; when the trees
stand gaunt and leafless, the song-birds have flown to
the orange groves of the sunny south, and the wind has
taken a sharp, shrill tone ; then, amidst all this decay
around us, we feel thoughtful and pensive; our blood
has lost its fiery flow, and gathering around each other,
we knit our hearts together in brotherly and sisterly love.
Now the geniality of home is our sunshine; for the music
of birds, we have the gentle flow of conversation; our
hearths are our trysting places, and we warm our souls
in the affectionate light of each other’s eyes.

In winter, when the winds from the north-land come
shrieking and moaning down our chimneys, shaking the
foundation of our houses, making the windows tremble
and rattle, sweeping the snow in great heaps and fantas-
tic billows, flinging the cutting hail into our faces, bind-
ing the river in glittering ice-chains, driving the clouds
through the heavens, and bringing the frost to spangle
and picture our windows ; then, turning from mere out-
ward pleasures and enjoyments, remembering the beau-

. ties that have been and thinking of those that will be,
deeply immersed in our studies, our hearts turned in-
ward and upward, we live a life more platonic, but sim-
ple, pure, and delicious. Our souls are more peaceful
within us, and, free from passionate longings, we strive
for life’s goal with patient endurance. The very atmos-
pliere of winter seems charged with an influence that
helps us to be nobler and purer ; and in the vast future
before us, to act, not dream of acting : to make our souls

. as pure as the snow-fields that stretcli afar from our
doorways, our hearts as warm as our fires, and, as the
glittering stars, true and faithful forever. We partake
of the rest of earth, though still treading the pathway
of life, and grappling the thorns of existence. Yes, rest;
though the fight be strong and steady: rest from the
burn and glow of desire ; from uneasy and passionate
longing. We are gathering strength for the future
when the season is passed, and we shall feel the touch
of awakening ; and the year, refreshed by its sleep and

its dreaming, bursts again into the beauty of sjmffg-
tirne. '

THE PUBLIC TABLE

Nothing so largely contributed to the peculi®r clhaija™M™,

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

RECEIVED.

Buined by Bum, A Tale of Facts; together with an Appeal for Tem-
perance. By a Lady. Price 10 cents. Hartford, Conn.: Bev. A. C.
Baldwin.

Tkaveleb’s Offical Guide of the Bailway and Steam Navigation
Lines of the IT. S. and Canada. Number for October. Price 50 cts.,
or $4,00 per year. National Bailway Publication Company, Phila-
delphia.

The Superficial Deposits of Nebraska. By Samuel Aughey,
Ph. D. Second edition. Address, Daniel H. Wheeler, Secretary of
Nebraska State Board of Agriculture, Plattsmouth, Nebraska.

ITEMS OF NEWS.

HOME.

Gold has touched 102|.

Chief Joseph wants to go to Canada.

Good land up there at Puget’s Sound.

The Cardiff giant has a brother in Colorado.

This is the time for sere and yellow melancholy.

Public debt shrunk $3,882,524.80 in September.

The Dismal Swamp is getting to be a cheerful place.

The Virginia bar-keeper has to tally grog with a bell-
punch.

Our imports and exports are both greater than they were
last year.

An Anti-Death Convention will meet in Boston Oct. 14th
and 15th.

The mint coined $7,056,000 in September.
$4,492,200 in double-eagles.

The JSational Union is the title of a new Administration
paper just started in Washington.

The Reform Democrats are nowhere in New York.
other sort were Tammany for them.

The pool among the Trunk-line Railways is somewhat at
the mercy of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada.

The Rev. “ Adirondack ” Murray is said to be living by the
Golden Rule, of which he is the editor and proprietor.

We are to understand that the President acquired his
steadiness of nerve by climbing steeples when he was young.

Little Big Man thought 1,000 boxes of money, 1,000 head
?f Cﬁ_ttle and 1,000 sheep would settle the Indian question
or him.

Prof. Theodore B. Comstock, of Cornell University, is in-
teresting himself in the preservation of the famous Yellow-
stone Park.

Col. Richmond, of Kokomo, Indiana, has a talking crow.
It is not necessary to mention the folks who can’t talk with-
out crowing.

The “ pound ” fishers have been driven out of Lake Erie,
and now they have pitched on Lake Ontario and the Oswego
bass that are there.

The Patent Office has suffered severely from the drenching
rains of the 3d inst. There had not been time enough to
complete the temporary roof.

Alexander H. Stephens is a fiery spirit materalized in a
rickety body of only ninety-six pounds. He looks on Hayes
and takes hope for the South.

The Art Students’ League, of New York city, opened its
classes on the 1st inst., when 200 names were enrolled. The
daily attendance will be 100 or more.

The Postmaster of New York complains that the sale of
Afflinsp'sLMk.liis office has fallen off $36,127 the last year, owing
,(J;o the sharpness of country postmasters who cut prices on
stamps.

There were

The

mirers of Dr. Holland, in Charlemont, Massachu-
e formed what they call a Holland Club. It must
be Bitter-Sweet to be a noted man and have no privacv in

of Spartan society as the uniform custom of takirtg-thteq™hi-ai-. . jtfge TWorkingmen of Massachusetts have nominated Wen-

cipal meal at a public table. It conduced to four

the
according to title and rank ; equality among aristocrats, since
each at the same table was held the equal of the other; mili-
tary union, for as they feasted so they fought, being formed
into divisions in the field according as they messed together
at home ; and, lastly, that sort of fellowship in public opinion
which intimate association among those of the same rank
and habit naturally occasions. These tables in Sparta were
supplied by private contributions; each head of a family was
obliged to send a certain portion at his own cost, and accord-
ing to the number of his children. If his fortune did not
allow him to do this, he was excluded from the public tables.
Hence a certain fortune was indispensable to the pure Spar-
tan, and this was one reason why it was permitted to expose
infants, if the family threatened to be too large for the
father’s means. The general arrangements were divided into
syssitia, according, perhaps, to the number of families, and
corresponding to the divisions or obes, acknowledged by the
State. But these larger sections were again subdivided into
companies or clubs of fifteen, vacancies being filled up by
ballot; but one vote could exclude. And since, as we have
said, the companies were marshaled in the field according to
their association at the table, it is clear that the fathers of

grave years and of high station (station in Sparta increased
with years), could not have belonged to the same table as the
young men, theirsons. Their boys under a certain age they
took to their own pheditia, where the children sat upon a
lower bench, and partook of the simplest dishes of the fare.
Though the cheer at these public tables was habitually plain,
yet upon occasion it was enriched by presents to the after-
course, of game and fruit.—Lord Lytton.

No man is more than half a human creature until he has
got the habit of acting with others, of feeling what it is to
have common interests with them, of learning to sacrifice
personal sentiments and individual impulses to the good of
thi people about him.— Workingman’s Club Journal,

n*TP

recise status of aristocracy, since each table was forffi6(i .
ui dngtifflfHn.

Ps f°r Governor. He is worth somewhere near a
aui® makes him about the right sort of a work-

lladle Sioux Chiefs have gone back to their people.
There were three omnibus loads of them, and each one had
a suit of store clothes and $30 in money which they sot in
Washington.

The English fox-hunt has been introduced on Long Island
by an association of gentlemen at Hampstead called the
Queens County Hunt. Their dogs are a pack of fox-hounds
imported from Ireland.

Prof. Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute, announces the
discovery of a new planet by Palisa, Oct. 2d. Its position is
1 h. and 41 m. right ascension : declination north, 10° 46'.
It is of the eleventh magnitude.

On the 13th and 14th ult. Colonel Sturgis gave the Nez
Perces a staggering blow at the Crossing of the Yellowstone,
a few miles below Clarke’'s Fort. Twenty Indians were
killed and 1,00.0 of their horses captured.

And now the President don’t want to have those Adminis-
tration men in New York get up a great meeting to indorse
him and snub Mr. Conkling. How do you suppose we are
going to get along with a man so full of peace as that?

The Centennial of the battle of Germantown was celebrated
by the inhabitants of that suburb on the 4th. Germantown
and Brandywine were parts of the victorious fight which
gave us our independence, and so they have to be celebrated.

Oh yes, believe in something : it makes one feel better.
P. T. Barnum says, ““I have seen a good many people hum-
bugged during my life, and | have been humbugged myself,
but I have noticed that more persons, on the whole, are
humﬁugged by believing in nothing than in believing in too
much.”

The Pennsylvania Railroad offers to conduct suits free of
cost against the county of Alleghany, Pennsylvania, for the
recovery of damages occasioned by the destruction of mer-
chandise in its hands at Pittsburg during the riots. All
proven damages not so recovered by the first of October,
1878, will be paid by the company. Payments to be made
within two years after decision is rendered.

Quarter-Master-General Meigs, in considering the question
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of making the public buildings fire-proof, has expressed
the opinion that the metals are the very poorest materials
for beams and girders. An air-tight floor made of wooden
beams and filled in with brick-work or concrete, so that the
fire can not come to the sides of the timber, will last longer in
a fire than the usual fire-proof brick and iron floor.

Gabriel Krolikowski, an old Communist, died recently in
New York in great poverty. He was at one time a Commun-
ist editor in Paris and an associate of Etienne Cabet in his
attempt to found the ““Commune Icarian” in Texas, and
afterwards to form the lcarian Community at Nauvoo, Illi-
nois. He was imprisoned two years in France with Cabet,
and four years in Pernambuco, South America, for his Social-
istic attempts.

A party of antiquaries from Milwaukee have been digging
into the ancient mounds of Wisconsin, and have been re-
warded by finding some bones of a very low order of human
beings. Have exhumed four upper arm bones—humerus—
with a peculiar perforation or foramen at the lower end, not
found in the anatomy of any civilized race, or the Indian
tribes of the present day. This makes the evolutionists take
courage and press forward.

Calvin Fairbank, one of those old abolition heroes who
were wont to attack slavery single-handed, was imprisoned
over seventeeyi years in the Kentucky penitentiary for aiding
in the abduction of slaves. His first exploit was when he
was a raftsman floating down the Ohio from Western New
York. Guiding his raft up to the Virginian side he persuad-
ed a negro wood-chopper to come on board, and then he
steered the unwieldly craft off to the Ohio side and let the
slave take his chances for liberty. The man afterwards be-
came a successful farmer in Michigan.

FOREIGN.

Gambetta’s appeal will be heard on the 10th.

China will have 32,000 square feet of space at the French
Exposition.

William Longman, the great London publisher, left nearly
$1,000,000 to his heirs.

The Prince of Montenegro thinks he has got things just
about as he wants them.

When the woodchucks and Russians go into their holes,
please make a note of it.

Cleopatra’s needle is threading its way to London.
British don’t know yet where to stick it.
_ The famine in Madras has already killed more than seven
times as many people as the great war in Bulgaria.

The Turks have made a raid into Roumania from Silistria
to Kularasch. This is not called a rash movement.

Mahemet Ali Pasha is wanted somewhere else, and Suleiman
Pasha will take his place. We are glad that we are not Ali.

_Gen. Todleben has given it as his opinion that the Rus-
sians will have to have a big shovel before they take Plevna.

Herbert Spencer thinks the superintending and directing
power will keep pace with all our progress and improvement.

The German has removed his pipe and set down his beer
glass, and given it as his decided opinion that the Turk had
better stop those atrocities.

The Russians have reopened on Rustchuck and destroyed
a large proportion of the buildings. The fortifications are,
however, comparatively uninjured.

Gen. Todleben is going to take charge of the digging at
Plevna. He will be Chief of Staff to the Prince of Rou-
mania in place of Gen. Zotoff.

The English begin to find it hard to compete with the rest
of the world ; the rates of wages are so high in their country,
and the hours of work are so short, they say.

Prince Jerome Napoleon has gone to Ajaccio, Corsica, to
prosecute his canvass as the Republican candidate there.
His reception by the police was not cordial.

The Chinese have got some iron-clads. W.ith these and a
plenty of Winchester rifles they could make the biggest
kind of an Eastern Question for the rest of us.

The troubles in Cuba begin to affect the production of
sugar. The exports of thit article have fallen off from 238,-
458 tons in the first six months of 1875 to 147,924 for the
same period in 1877.

The memory of George Stephenson, the great engineer, is
to be honored by the erection of a magnificent Hall in Ches-
terfield, England. It will cost $60,000 and be in part devo-
ted to art and science.

The Chinese Government contemplates a partial postal
service, to be organized and managed by foreigners in the
Customs Department. Postage stamps, it is believed, have
been ordered from England.

The Republican committee of the Ninth Arrondissement, of
which Victor Hugo is honorary, and M. Gambetta acting
President, has formally nominated M. Grevy to fill the place
filled by the late M. Theirs as head of the French Democratic
party and leader of the 363 Republican Deputies.

There is little doing in Bulgaria. We only hear that the
Russians are waiting for the last of the Imperial Guard to
get across the Danube, before going to work again. Their
headquarters are likely to be removed from Gorny Studeni to
Sistova on account of the latter’s greater healthfulness. It is
even conjectured that Osman Pasha will retreat from Plevna
and take up some position farther toward Sophia. In this
case he would still be just as threatening to the Russian ad-
vance” and his destruction just as necessary. There are ex-
pectations that we shall see some more hard fighting before
winter sets in. These are for the most part based on the re-
moval of Mehemet Ali from the supreme command and the
putting of Suleiman Pasha into his place.

The apparent torpidity of the Russians in Armenia is partly
accounted for by the report that they have been engaged in sup-
pressing a revolt in the Deccan, a province on the Caspian Sea.
Active operations have been resumed in the neighborhood of
Kars. On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, the 2d, 3d,
and 4th inst., there was a general engagement between the
forces of Mukhtar Pasha and those of General Melikoff and
the Grand Duke Michael. The object of the Russians, who
were the attacking party, undoubtedly was to drive the Turks
back into Kars and hold them there. The reports of the
battle are very confused. It was a bloody one, and we may
be prepared to hear that it was of no advantage to the
Russians,

The
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(Advertisements,

EARLE'S HOTEL

Cor. Canal & Centre Streets, near Broadway
Nero-Work.

First class accommodation for 400 Guests.

Acknowledged the best hotel in the city
for the price.

Room & Board Reduced io $2.50 per day.
Newly and Handsomely FUMISM & Decorated,

Located convenient to business  places of amusements.
Cars from all Depots pass the door.

EARLE BROS. Proprietors.

THE FAMILY FAVOEITE ,

SEWING MACHINES.

Well made.
Durable.

Light running.
Easy to learn.

Will do any kind of work with but few changes, and
require no adjusting or instruction.

THE GENERAL FAVORITE
Sewing Machines.

Tailors, Shoemakers, Saddlers,

And Manufacturers generally pronounce
them to be the

BEST IN THE WOBEB.
Sendfor Circular and Price List to the

WEED SEWING- MACHINE COMPANY,
26 UNION SQUARE, New-York.

THE

Oneida Community
PACKERS OF CHOICE

Ms, Yegetalsles ant Jellies,

CCCnTFEIIDMA, 35T. “Z-.

The vegetables put up by the 0. 0. are all
raised in the immediate vicinity of the Pre-
serving Factory, and great care is taken to
have them harvested at the best moment, and
canned while they are fresh.

The fruits are preserved in heavy syrnp
made of the best white sugar, and are ready
for table use without further attention.. The
aim has been to put them up in the best man-
ner. FRUITS IN GLASS AND TIN.

Send for Price List.

WIiNSYIISG PlIOTSQ The finest Snow-
VIOi | IHsu UHNyO | “ "flake, assorted tints

—with any name nicely printed in Black and Gold,
25 for 25 cents. FLOWER CHROMO CARDS, same
price. All the latest styles furnished—no amateur
work. Agent’'s Samples 10 cents.

Address, S. P. YODER, Vistula, Ind.

THE NEWHOUSE STEEL TEAP
Universally known to be the best Trap in the
World, and the only Trap made which always
holds what it catches. Made in eight sizes,
adapted to the capturing of all kinds of ani-
mals, from the House Rat to the Grizzly Bear.
Manufactured solely by

Oneida Community, Oneida, N. Y.

0j TTISTO-
ONTI Send for Circular.

HENRY .1. ENNIS,
No. Til G Street
Washington, D. 0.

Lai, Loan a Intelligence Office.
M. Lafayette Worden,

In the beautiful, young and growing City of
VINELAND, N. J.

Faithful attention given to any kind of business;
Buying, Selling, Renting, Loaning & Collecting
reasonably done.

O. C. Silks and Cheap Threads, also
Wheeler & Wilson’s Sewing-Machines, for sale.

Address, with stamp. Box 1276.

Box 442.

Mr. <fe®©. W. Hemck, 1204 Callow-
hill St., Philadelphia, is authorized to take subscrip-
tions for the Ameeican Socialist and to collect pay
for the same. He will also take orders for any of om
-other publications.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

(Advertisements.

SOCIALISTIC LITEEATmM

The following publications will be sent from
the office of the American Sociatist by
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price:

HISTORY OF
AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.

BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This volume gives a clear account of the Commu-
nistic experiments of the past, showing the causes of
their success or failure. It describes Owen's Com-
munity, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s Community,
the French School and the Enthusiasts of 1843, the
Fourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern Times, the
Broctonian Respirationists, the Rappites, the Zoar-
ites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community, etc., etc.

“ Few books more interesting than this have been
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes’s history
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He
points out the difference between the Owenites and
Fourierites—the Revivalists and Socialists—the Bible
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable
discrimination and vigor.”—X. Y. Weekly Times.

“A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and
in its treatment. It is the firstand only attempt
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of,
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of
Social Science will find in Mr. Noyes’s book altogether
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the
subject."—Independent.

““A more interesting record can hardly be conceived.
* * * Itis a valuable contribution to the social and
religious history of our country, and gives important
information that may be looked for in vain elsewhere.”
—Hearth and Home.

[From the Boston Radical.']

““This is a thoroughly admirable and exceedingly
valuable book. We have read it carefully, with the
utmost interest from beginning to end, and most
heartily recommend it to any who may wish informa-
tion concerning a very important movement and
epoch in the history of this country and, indeed of
the world. It is unique as well as excellent. We
know of no other comprehensive or easily accessible
source of the facts of the socialistic movements in the
United States here collected. And the work is not
only a narrative, interesting as it is in this respect;
itis also a well-digested, philosophical analysis of the
relations of the different movements, and of the chief-
principles of socialism in general, as proved to be es-
sential by the experience already had. The author
divides the socialistic history of this country into two
main epochs, and a transitional period between them.
These epochs, centered respectively in Owen and
Fourier. The history of these epochs and of the
Communities which were their practical experiments
is minutely traced ; and the relations between them,
the causes of failure, the general results, the relations
of Socialism and Revivalism, the fraternization of
Owenism and Fourierism with Swedenborgianism,
the relations sustained between Socialism and Spir-
itualism, the literary history of the movements, and
finally. Socialism in its relations to marriage, are dis-
cussed from the point of view of the historical facts,
in a masterly manner, it seems to us, and in a style
charming both by its clearness and enthusiasm.”

The History of American Socialisms

Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound
in cloth. Price, $3.00.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con-
dition, Internal Economy and Religious and Social
Principles. 8vo., 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John
Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages.
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING,
dinner without meat.
16 mo, 50 pages.

or a
By Harriet H. Skinner.
Price, 25 cts.

SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OF
Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An
8vo, pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.

A discussion of the practical basis of Christian Life
and Socialism.

Contents.—I. Holiness the principal Object of
the Atonement. Il. The Sins of the Old Testamen-
Saints Irrelevant. 11l. The Sins of Christ’s Disci,
pies during his Personal Ministry Irrelevant. V.
The Sins of Believers during the Apostolic Age Ir-
relevant. V. Holiness actually attained by some in
the Apostolic Age. VI. Paul an Example of Salva-
tion from Sin. VII. Miscellaneous Objections to
the Doctrine of Salvation from Sin. VIIl. Christian
Faith—the Act by which Salvation from Sin is At-
tained. 1X. Characteristics of the Spiritual Man.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Community in ““New
America,” “ Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica-
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

MUTUAL CRITICISM. What itis, and How
it works. 16 mo, 96 pages. Price, 25 cents.
Contents.—Origin of Mutual Criticism. Its De-

velopment in the Oneida Community. Theoretical

View of Criticism of Character. How to Give Criti-

cism. How to Receive Criticism. Illustrations of

Mutual Criticism. Historical and Hygienic Criti-

cism. Relations of Criticism to Communism. Shall

Criticism become General ?

““ This little book deserves to be received as an in-
valuable contribution to psychological knowledge.”
—~Galaxy Magazine.
““Persons interested in a real Social Science could
not do better than toread this suggestive little vol-
ume.”—N. Y. Daily Graphic.

BACK VOLUMES OE THE *“ ONEIDA
Circular,” unbound. Price, $1.00 per volume of 52
numbers, post-paid.

These volumes contain a ““Community Journal,”
descriptive of life in the Oneida and Wallingford Com-
munities, as a special department in each number.
By reading these items, persons can form in their
minds more accurate conceptions of home life in large
Communities. The volumes also contain much other
interesting reading matter which can not be found

(Advertisements,

SOCIALISTIC LITERATURE.
(Continued.)

elsewhere. Orders should be sent in promptly, as
the number of these volumes remaining is quite
limited.

HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.

358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.

Invaluable to students of Social and Religions
Science. Reveals the afflatus of New Testamen-
Christianity, and the conditions of successful Christ
tian Communism. Tells how to get a pure heart, live
a pure life, and prepare individuals for social organi-
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt
of price.

“ This volume gives a phase of Oneida Community
life not presented by the ordinary letters and de-
scriptions. It is a collection of informal Talks by
Mr. Noyes, given at different times and places, most-
ly in parlors, to small groups of admirers and disci-
ples, who treasured his words and have made are-
port of them for publication, Mr. Noyes simply cor-
recting the sheets. The Talks have the directness
and simplicity of conversation without its rambling
and diffusiveness. They have points. They say
things clearly, concisely, and in vigorous Saxon
terms. Moreover, they abound in common sense.
They have a tone of the healthiest and most sub-
tantial realism running through them all.”—A. Y.
Daily Graphic.

tN“MESSES. Trubnek & Company, Booksellers,
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, Hngland, have the
u History of American Socialisms,” the ““Trapper’s
Gtiide,” and the uHand-Book of the O. C.,” for sale.
They will receive subscriptions for the Amebioan So-
cialist and orders for the other publications of the
Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,

VIEWS OF THE o
ONEIDA  COMMUNITY.

Any of the following photographic views
will be sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of
price:

PRICE LIST.

Birds-eye View of Dwellings Iooklng West; on
mounts 17 x 21 inches, . $1 75

Quadrangle and Group; same size, 175

South and East Fronts of Mansion; on mounts
11x14, each,

East, South and West Fronts of Man5|on
“ Seminary ” Building, Fruit Works, Trap
and Silk Works, and Cattle Barns; on
mounts 10x12, each 075

Cabinet Views of the same, togetherW|th Groups
of Women, Groups of Children, Portrait of
J. H. Noyes, View of Business—Office, and
six different Views of the surrounding coun-
try taken from the North Tower of the Man-
sion building, each . 0 40

Stereographs, per dozen, . 300
Address, D. E. SMITH. Photographer
Oneida Community, N. T.

BLOODED STOCK FOR SALE.

Ayrshire and Holstein Cattle,
Cotswold Sheep, Berkshires,
Houdan Fowls, Pekin Ducks.
ONEIDA COMM UNITY FARM,
Oneida, N. Y.
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READ THE FOLLOWING SPLENDID OFFER,

And send us your name and address, upon receipt of
which we will forward you descriptive circulars.

APPLETONS' JOURNAL,
Published Monthly,

Containing descriptive illustrated articles on well-
known localities ; continued stories by the foremost,
foreign and American authors; short sketches of
travel, history, adventure, and romance ; reviews of
first-class works ; bright and crisp editorials. The
best and cheapest magazine published.

The Popular Science Monthly,
Conducted by E. L. and W. J. Youmans,

Containing the best thoughts of the most advanced
minds in this and other countries ; illustrated
when necessary to further convey
their ideas.

Poplar Science Mon fhly Snppleient,

nducted by E. L. and

Containing the very best articles published in the
foreign scientific journals and reviews.

SPECIAL CLUB RATES.

Regular Prices.

J. Youmans,

Appleton’s Journal............. per annum, $3 00
Appleton’s Journal, with Plate of
“ Dickens in his Study .. “ 400

Popular Science Monthly
Popular Science Monthly Sup-
PIEMENT oo “ 300
We will send the above-named magazines to one
address for one year, for $9.50; with Plate of “ Dick-
ens in his Study,” $10.00
Popular Science Monthly and
Appletons’ Journal.
Popular Science Month
Appletons’'Journal,with Plate

500

one year $7 20

of “ Dickens in his Study "............... “ 800
Popular Science Monthly and

Popular Science Monthly

Supplement.... “ 700

Appletons’ Journal and Popular
Science Monthly Supple-
MEN T “ 525-

Appletons' Journal and Popular
Science Monthly Supple-
ment, with Plate of “ Dickens
in his Study ™ “

6 00

Any person sending us four subscriptions to
either magazine, with amount for the same, will be
entitled to a copy gratis; that is, five copies of Ap-
pletons’ Journal will be sent as you may direct up-
on receipt of $12.00 ; five copies of The Popular Sci-
ence Monthly, for $20.00

Address all communications to

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers,

AP orrt ™V \/

THE TRAPPER'S GUIDE: a Man-

ual of Instructions for capturing Fur-
bearing Animals. By S. Newhouse. Sixth
edition: with New Narratives and Illus-

trations. 215 pages, 8vo.
in cloth, $1.50. Address,

American Socialist, Oneida, N. Y.

Price, bound

VL JJAFAFETTE WORDEN, of Vineland, N. J., is
authorized to take subscriptions and advertisements
for the American Socialist, and to collect pay for
the same.

MILLER’'S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West 26th-st., New-York.

MINERALS, SHELLS, BIRDS, &c.

The Naturalists’ Agency has been established at 1223 Belmont Avenue, Philadelphia, for the
purpose of giving collectors of objects of Natural History an opportunity oi buying, selling or exchang-

ing their duplicates or collections.
Specimens sent to any part of the world by mail.

An illustrated monthly bulletin of 8 pages sent free.

I received the highest award given to any one at the Centennial Exposition of 1876, and the only award and

medal given to any American for “

Collections of Minerals.”

My Mineralogical Catalogue of 50 pages is distributed free to all customers, to others on receipt of 10 cents.
It is profusely illustrated and the printer and engraver charged me about $900.00 before a copy was struck off.

By means of the table of species and accompanying tables, most species may be verified.

The price listis an

excellent check-list, containing the names of all the species and the more common varieties, arranged alpha-

betically and preceded by the species number.
table of species.
hardness, specific gravity, fusibili

Owing to an increase of stock, it

The species number indicates the place of any mineral in the
After it will be found the species name, composition, streak or lustre, cleavage or fracture,
and crystalization.

as become necessary to obtain a larger and more convenient location.

This

has been found at No. 1223 Belmont Avenue, about 2 squares from tbe Trans-Continental hotel.
Over 38 tons, and nearly $35,000 worth of Minerals on hand. $19,000 worth sold since the 17th day of January,

when the first box was putinto my establishment.
receipts over $1,200.

November 13th, my cash sales were over $1,500 and cash

COLLECTIONS OF MINERALS

For Students. Amateurs, Protessors, Physicians, and other Protesioual Men.
The collections of 100 illustrate all the principal species and all the grand subdivisions in Dana and other

works on Mineralogy ; every Crystalline System ; all the principal Ores and every known Element.

The collec-

tions are labeled with a printed label that can only be removed by soaking. The labels of the $5.00 and higher

priced collections give Dana’s species number, the name,

Mineral.

Number oe Specimens

High School or Academy size, 21£ x 3% in., Shelf Specimens

College size, 3% x 6 in., Shelf Specimens,

locality, and in most cases, the composition of the

All collections accompanied by my lllustrated Catalogue and table of species.

25 50 100
in box inbox inbox 100 200 300
$ 50 $100 $150 $1 00 $2 00  $3 00
1 50 3 00 6 00 5 00 10 00 25 00
10 00 25 00 50 00
25 00 50 00 100 0O
50 00 150 00 300 00

Send for the bulletin stating where you saw this advertisement.

Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science:

A. E. FOOTE, M. D.,

Prof of Chemistry and Mineralogy.
Life Member of the

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences and of the American Museum
of Natural History, Central Park, New York.

English. Brnssels, Three Fly and Ingrain, also Stair
Carpets, Velvet Ungs, Ornm Cloths, Oil Cloths, etc.,
very cheap at the OIld Flace.

112 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.

Carpets carefully packed and sent to any part of tlie
United States free of charge.

s-vSEND FORPRICE BL___ EH =—— ||

— dr A BENDALL.



