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GOOD EFFECTS OF HARD TIMES.

Said a merchant to us a short time ago, “ The times 
are dull, very; we are not selling half as many goods 
as wedid a year ago; and yet,-’ he continued, “the 
country as a whole is making money, for according to 
the old adage, ‘ a penny saved is as good as a penny 
earned. ’ People are taking lessons in economy, which 
they would not have done except under the lash of 
adversity, which the hard times are administering ; so I 
rejoice in my adversity as an individual, knowing that 
collective humanity is prospering without knowing 
it perhaps.” We could not but commend our friend 
for reasoning so philosophically and correctly on the 
general state of the country.

While .conversing with the proprietor of a vil
lage bakery respecting improved ovens, we learned to 
our surprise that his oven was idle, while his shop was 
well stocked with bread and other oven products 
baked in the city of New Haven, seven miles away. 
“The hard times,” said the baker, “drove us to 
adopt an expedient which proved to be an admirable 
one.” He explained the matter thus: “ We country 
bakers have much difficulty in hiring reliable, skilled 
workmen to run our ovens. These men, whose work re
quires them to turn night into day, contract some bad 
habits and so become unreliable. As a general rule the 
professional baker prefers the city to the country, con
sequently the country baking establishments are obliged 
to employ such men as the city refuses, or go without 
their help. In this dilemma the idea occurred to us of 
contracting with the large city bakeries to supply us 
with all articles in their line at certain wholesale rates, 
and we would give up running our own ovens. The 
city bread manufacturers readily consented to our pro
posal, offering us a liberal discount on all their goods. 
It was an experiment, but it works well, even better 
than we anticipated. We are giving our customers 
better bread at the same prices as when we served them 
with our own baking. The city baker, doing a larger 
business, can purchase his stock of flour at more favor
able rates than smaller establishments. He can afford 
to build the latest improved ovens. He can pay higher 
wages, and so secure the best and most skilled workmen. 
In a word, the city baker becomes a wholesale dealer in 
the bread line, and can supply us country bakers with 
better goods faud at lower rates than we can manufac
ture ourselves.”

By thus combining, it will be seen that the village

bakery becomes, substantially, a branch of the city 
bakery. And the village family living ten or fifteen 
miles from the city bakery is furnished with fresh bread 
at the same price that the city family pays at the counter 
of the city bakery.

The advantages of such an arrangement are readily 
seen. 1st, the village baker makes as much money or 
more than before ; 2d, he requires very little capital in 
his business; 3d, he is exempt from many perplexing 
cares and troubles that he would otherwise have in run
ning a small establishment of his own ; 4th, he furnishes 
his customers with a better quality of goods at the old 
rates ; 5th, his services are paid out of the treasury of 
the wholesale establishment of the city in the shape of 
discounts. These large establishments, possessing more 
capital, can invest in labor-saving machinery, and other 
improvements connected with organized industries, that 
men single-handed and with small means can not do.

The foregoing are mere straws, but they clearly 
indicate which way the wind is blowing. Men who are 
clamoring for more prosperous times have failed to dis
cover, perhaps, that, as a nation, we have had prosper
ous times ever since the great commercial panic and 
financial crash in 1873. Up to that period our pros
perity was fictitious. We were living beyond our 
means, and content to borrow so long as anybody could 
be found to lend. Times are prosperous only when 
dishonesty is on its way to the tombs and to the j udg- 
ment, and men are honored for their truthfulness, in
dustry and economy.

So long therefore as we are learning these wholesome 
lessons in political economy, we may take courage and 
go on our way rejoicing.

THE LAND-MANIA AMONG SOCIALISTS.
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

The author of the “ History of American Socialisms” 
thinks the Socialistic barques, which thirty and forty 
years ago set sail on the sea of experiment, were mostly 
“wrecked by running aground.” His sharpest criticism 
is brought to bear upon their “ lust for land. ” He says 
the amount of land which the social experimenters of 
that period possessed was something “enormous,” and 
figures out “ a grand total of 136,586 acres, or about 
3,000 acres to each Association. ” The following para
graph from his criticism of the land-mania among So
cialists may be quoted :

“Judging by our own experience we incline to think that 
this fondness for land, which has been the habit of Socialists, 
had much to do with their failures. Farming is about the 
hardest and longest of all roads to fortune : and it is the 
kind of labor in which there is the most uncertainty as to 
modes and theories, and of course the largest chance for dis
putes and discords in such complex bodies as Associations. 
Moreover the lust for land leads off into the wilderness, 
‘out West,’ or into by-places, far away from railroads and 
markets ; whereas Socialism, if it is really ahead of civiliza
tion, ought to keep near the centers of business, and at the 
front of the general march of improvement. We should 
have advised the Phalanxes to limit their land-investments 
to a minimum, and put their strength as soon as possible 
into some form of manufacture. Almost any kind of a fac
tory would be better than a farm for a Community nursery. 
We find hardly a vestige of this policy in Macdonald’s col
lections. The saw-mill is the only form of mechanism that 
figures much in his reports. It is really ludicrous to see 
how uniformly an old saw-mill turns up in connection with 
each Association, and how zealously the brethren made much 
of it; but that is about all they attempted in the line of 
manufacturing. Land, land, land, was evidently regarded by 
them as the mother of all gain and comfort. Considering 
how much they must have run in debt for land, and how lit
tle profit they got from it, we may say of them almost liter
ally, that they were ‘ wrecked by running aground.’ ”

It would be worth much to find out who is responsible 
for thus running the early Socialists aground—who in- 
noculated them with the “everlasting itch” for land. 
Here is a clew which, well followed, may furnish a satis
factory solution. Fourier made agriculture the grand 
material basis of Association, and regarded Owen as a

fool because in his Lanark experiment he attempted big 
things without any land. These are Fourier’s words 
taken from his “ New Industrial World : ”

“Observe that from the first Robert Owen has pursued 
the contrary course to Association: ignorant that agriculture 
should be the basis of the associative mechanism, he assembled 
two thousand weavers at New Lanark without an acre of ground 
to till. While committing this great mistake, he boasted that 
he would convert the world to his method.”

Owen and his followers, in their United States’ experi
ments, seem to have been as much under the “ lust for 
land ” as Fourier ever was or any of his disciples; 
but there is this important distinction to be made, that 
while Fourier regarded a large-landed domain as indis
pensable to Association, Robert Owen did not, and 
achieved his greatest success without it. Our impres
sion is that Fourier is more responsible than any other 
man for the prevalence of the land-mania among. 
Socialists.

BROOK FARM AND FOURIER.

BY F. S. CABOT.

Editor American Socialist :—Since the publication 
of my statement that the “ Brook Farm Institute of 
Education and Agriculture ” had died a natural death 
before “Fourierism” appeared on the scene, I entirely 
agree with yon in leaving the question of what killed 
“The Brook Farm Phalanx,” to be decided by your 
readers for themselves.

But there still remain some facts which I think it due 
to the truth of history to state, to show the attitude of 
Brook Farm in its latter phase toward sociological ideas.

Although some of the Brook Farmers had read, and 
a few had studied Fourier, the majority of them owed 
their knowledge of his theories mainly to Brisbane’s 
articles in the Tribune, which gave them a notion of the 
promised economies and industrial advantages of Asso
ciation, bin ‘ ‘ without any knowledge of laws and prin
ciples. ” I am not aware that the Brook Farmers cher
ished any “ enmity to Communism,” or that they exalted 
“ Competism certainly the students of Fourier among 
them did not. In fact there was at Brook Farm a great 
deal of practical Communism and little or no scientific 
Socialism. As a test of the advantages of associated 
over isolated life Brook Farm was a grand success ; be
yond that it had and has no significance either for or 
against Communism or “ Fourierism.”

It is evident that no set of men, however devoted, 
could succeed in so vast an undertaking without the 
possession of sufficient means, and a thorough knowl
edge of the right methods. H before making the at
tempt they had thoroughly mastered the principles of 
Social Science, using the writings of Fourier as a help 
just so far as they would stand the test of scientific criti
cism, they might have succeeded ; and I am convinced 
that permanent success can be achieved in no other way.

Fourier was rather a Seer than a Scientist, and al
though he declared that his theories were scientific, he 
did not prove them according to the recognized scien
tific method. Yet, the advances of modern scientific 
thought, I venture to think, have all been in his direc
tion, and confirmatory of the truth of his visions. He 
never claimed that any thing he said should be received 
as truth because he said it; he called himself a discov
erer, not an inventor, and said that anybody might have 
made the same discoveries if he had been willing to 
study Nature.

Fourier recognized “ Communism” as one of the basic 
principles of Social Science, and he made provision for 
it in what he calls the “Guaranty of the Minimum.” 
He only denounces it as the “grave of liberty ” when it 
is exalted as the whole of Social Science. No man ever 
condemned more vigorously what you call “ Compe
tism,” which he calls “Anarchical Competition,” but he 
believed Emulation or the love of excelling to be one of 
the principles or affections of the Mind, and as such to 
be harmonized and utilized, since it is impossible to 
change human nature.

Fourier saw, too, the importance of the opposite or 
companion-principle to Communism, namely, Individn-
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alism, which yet he would have denounced as the grave 
of society itself, if exalted as the whole of Social 
Science.

Fourier had one cherished and special “enmity,” if 
you choose so to term it, namely, toward “Partialism” 
or. “ Simplismthat is, the exaltation of half truths 
into the place of the whole truth. He was preeminently 
an Intbuealist ; one of his grand phrases was Univee- 

sal Unity. He did not believe in the success of any 
plan or scheme of Man’s devising .; his whole aim was 
to ascertain the Laws of God, or the principles of the 
Divine Order.

He anticipated, in his prophetic, intuitive way, the 
doctrine of Evolution, and he foretold the coming inter
course between the two worlds to his students, so that 
the idea of modern Spiritualism was not so new as it 
has been supposed to be by others.

But I do not propose to set forth Fourier’s views in a 
few words.

I think we all of us want to know the Truth. We 
certainly need to know it, and I regard the study of 
Fourier as the first step in Social Science.

CO-OP Ml A. TION IN MASSACHUSETTS.

n.
Oub first article from the Eighth Annual Report of 

the Massachusetts’ Bureau of Statistics gave a presenta
tion of the general subject of Cooperation, showing that 
Massachusetts in her earliest history adopted its funda
mental principles ; that she set the first American ex
ample of practical cooperation—with “equality in risk, 
responsibility and profit ”—in her fisheries ; that she 
held conventions for discussing cooperative trading, in
stituted cooperative stores, and even started experiments 
in Association at Brook Farm, Hopedale and North
ampton, all prior to 1845.

The Report next considers at length the rise, progress 
and decline of the cooperative organization known at 
first as the “Workingmen’s Protective Union,” and 
afterwards as the “New England Protective Union.” 
This grew out of the agitation of the labor question. 
The first division of the Union was organized in Boston, 
Oct. 8, 1845, by men who had been prominent in the 
workingmen’s associations and labor reforms of previous 
years. The principal objects of the new organization, as 
disclosed by the preamble to its constitution were : to 
secure a greater equivalent for labor, and a reduction of 
the hours of labor ; thereby removing some of the causes 
of poverty and sickness, and enabling its members to 
exercise genuine deeds of charity toward others less 
fortunate than themselves. As one means of effecting 
these desired ends they resolved to unite their small 
funds and make their purchases together. In this same 
year, 1845, “after considerable discussion a store was 
started in Boston, the first purchases of which were a 
box of soap and a half-chest of tea ; from which small 
beginning grew an enterprise that in its best days traded 
from one to two million dollars annually.”

Thus early, too, unity and concert of action 
amongthe working-classes was- fully recognized as 
indispensable to their progress. Albert J. Wright of 
Boston, whose name stands upon the first page of the 
Report as “State Printer,” was thirty years ago very 
active in aiding the cause of cooperation among the 
laboring-classes. The following paragraph from one of 
his early letters to the Voice of Industry, published .at 
Lowell, Mass., is of present application :

“In all tlis meetings and conventions which the working- 
men have held, it has been admitted, generally, that there is 
a great want of union among those whose condition we de
sire to see improved. This fact has been sincerely depreca
ted by all hands. Thera can be no concert of action, or 
agreement upon modes of action, for want of this union. 
There has been, naturally, a want of confidence among the 
producers manifested in regard to a proiiosal for any general 
movement designed to secure justice to the masses. The 
want of union has stared us in the face and met us at every 
turn when we have sought to fix upon any practicable meth
od to accomplish our purpose. We have seen that the great 
mass of the working people have been more disposed 
and better prepared to devour each other, than to lend a 
helping hand. There has been no bond of brotherhood 
among them; no connecting-link between one laborer and 
another to make them realize the truth that ‘ we are all breth
ren.’ This want of union has stood before us like an insur
mountable barrier to oppose all progress. How to overcome 
it is now the question. It is a question well worthy the se
rious and candid consideration of every friend of the work
ingmen’s reform. It is a question which has occupied the 
thoughts and been the subject of the investigation of a few 
friends in this city for the last nine months. Unless we 
could discover some plan, practical and feasible, which 
would create the much-desired union, we have been ready to

despair of ever accomplishing any thing for the permanent 
benefit of the workingman.”

The first report of the Protective Union contains the 
following table, showing the difference between the 
wholesale and retail prices of teas, coffees and soaps— 
prepared by a special committee appointed by the Board 
of Commerce. These figures are the strongest argu
ments that could be used in favor of cooperative trade. 
We hardly think it possible that so great a discrepancy 
between wholesale and retail prices exists at the present 
time:

Cost 
per lb. 

Wholesale

Price
per pound, 

Eetail.

Per Cent of 
advance, 

per pound.

Average ad
vance in cents, 

per pound.

Teas.
Souchong, $0.23 $0.36 at$0 50 $0 86 at $1.17 $0 20
Ninyong, .24 .40 at .48 .66 at 1.41 .20
Y. Hyson, .48 .58 at .78 fJ'J at .66 .20

Cofees.
Java, 8J4 .12 at .16 .41 at .88 5’4
Maracaybo, 8% .Hat .12 .33 at .48
St. Domingo, 7 8 at .10 .14 at .42 2

Soaps.
No. 1, 8 .77
No. 2, Vat 8 1 00 at 1.28 4
Extra, 5 .10 1 00 5
Settled, 6 .12 1.00 6

The Protective Union grew slowly for the first two years, 
but it had the indorsement of the state and national 
workingmen’s associations, and soon made rapid prog
ress. In 1849 its name was changed, as already men
tioned, partly to admit women; and with increased 
membership and prosperity in trade it began to attack 
the problem of industry. It appointed a committee on 
the Organization of Industry, from whose report we 
make the following abstract:

“It is evident that to stop with simply succeeding in the 
trading department merely, we shall not have accomplished 
the one-half of the object of our association. Let us for a 
moment review the proceedings of our society. We com
menced with this one grand idea, the elevation of the labor
ing' classes. The dollar was to us of minor importance— 
humanitary and not mercenary were our motives.

“We saw a class of useless agents and money lords fatten
ing upon the products of industry; we saw a system of 
competition which was beggaring the laboring classes, and 
operating to the injury of all classes.

‘ ‘ Prom the want of means we could not at first commence 
the organization of trade and industry at the same time.

“We were poor (a crime in civilized society) ; we were ig
norant to a great extent of the arts and intrigues of trade, 
but saw enough to induce the undertaking of an experiment, 
and with faith in God and the right, we commenced our 
work by the purchase of a box of soap and one-half box of 
tea.

“Some dozen or more persons commenced in an upper 
chamber over the Boylston Market (a modest place in these 
times of extravagance) [October 6, 1845]. Prom that time 
we have never ceased to work, and the result hus been suc
cess—success of the grandest import; it is no longer an 
idle dream, an experiment, but a common-sense system of 
conducting trade.

“Solve, if you can, in any other way the cause of the 
poverty of the masses, other than the system of competition, 
which exists in all departments of industrial life ; solve, if 
you can, to remedy this evil, but by the cooperative organiza
tion of industry, thus to enrich, elevate and bless our race.

“ How is labor-saving machinery to be made to elevate the 
millions except to compel it to labor for, instead of against, 
their interests at present ? Man’s muscles and heart-strings 
are now made to compete with iron machines that need no 
rest, and have no affections, eat no bread;—is it to be 
wondered at that man fails to keep pace therewith ?

< “ Why always working, and but a step in advance of star
vation ? Why is he who produces every thing, not only 
destitute of luxuries, but of the common comforts of life, to 
say nothing of a shelter which he can call his own ? Beside 
the starving producer stands the man who never works, but 
lives and riots in wealth wrung from his half-paid producers, 
and by this same means makes large donations to colleges, 
wrung from the thin, haggard forms in his factories, work
shops or counting-houses.”

“ Such an organization places men in an independent posi
tion, so that tyranny can not say, ‘Vote my ticket or leave 
my employ,’ which, with wife and starving little ones beg
ging before him, obliges him to succumb.

“ It places woman in a position where she can more effectu
ally repel the advances of vicious men ; it prevents waste 
of time and means that now are inevitable, and presents a 
system of economy we little dream of in these times of 
‘penny-wise and pound-foolish ’ policy. Our wretched and 
disease-breeding workshops will give place to grand palaces 
devoted to labor and love.

‘ ‘ In that time coming there will be no anxious care of 
where to-morrow’s bread is to be had ; no poor-houses in old 
age, with barred gates and grated windows, but plenty and 
beauty shall be poured into every lap.

“Brothers, shall we content ourselves with the miserable 
idea of merely saving a few dollars, and say we have found 
enough ? Future generations, aye, the uprising generation,

is looking to us for nobler deeds. Shall we disappoint them ? 
No ! by all that is great and good, let us trust in the truth of 
organized industry. Time, undoubtedly, must intervene 
before great results can be expected to accrue from a work 
of this character. We must proceed from combined stores 
to combined shops, from combined shops to combined 
houses, to joint ownership in God’s earth, the foundation 
that our edifice must stand upon.”

This report on’the Organization of Industsy is an 
able doccument, and the concluding paragraphs show 
that the committee—H. P. Trask, A. J. Wright, P. J. 
Blacker, J. G. Kaulback, Jr., and John F. Abbott—ap
preciated the magnitude of the subject committed to 
them, and gained some glimpses of the grand results 
which are to follow from organization and unity.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Carpentersville, Kane Co., III., June 3, 1877.
Editoe Ambeican Socialist:—An article in the 

Socialist of May 31st reminded me of a subject which 
I have studied upon at different times for several years, 
but such a scheme seemed impracticable at present, on 
account of the scattered condition of Socialists. Now 
by opening the door wide enough to admit all who will 
listen to reason and take an interest in the improve
ment of the human family, it may be accomplished. 
The article that is referred to above is headed “ Ele
mentary Communism.” Yol. 2, p. 172. My idea is to 
organize an Association for the study and improvement 
of Society. It should endeavor to educate the people in 
every thing concerning their relations to each other. It 
should not allow itself to be wedded to any creed nor po
litical theories ; but should allow all theories to be heard, 
and thus make itself an open doorway for the Spirit of 
Truth. Its motto should be, “The truth is mighty and 
will prevail. ” This organization should have a center, 
which, as soon as possible, should be an independent 
Community, and its branches should run out into every 
country where it can find foothold. In this it may some
what resemble the Grange, only differing to suit its dif
ferent objects. The subordinate branches and their 
members should be led to cooperate as much as they can 
do profitably and safely, but no more. But all this will 
come in the course of education, and should not be forced. 
It also, as far as possible, should be a mutual insurance 
company, both social and financial. It should strive to 
bring its members together as closely as possible, to put 
away all contentions and disputes, allowing each to be 
heard, but not to wrangle with others.

Such an organization, if once set in motion, would 
spread rapidly and prove a great benefactor, helping 
us mightily over the sharp angle between individualism 
and unity. It is sure that men can not jump from 
competition to brotherly love at a single bound. Let 
us have some preparatory organization to educate the 
people and facilitate their transition. We need drill
ing in a system of morals differing from that now 
taught in the schools, a system in which we shall find 
our greatest happiness in witnessing the happiness of 
others. What philanthropist will say a word about the 
means of starting such an organization ?

Yours for the cause of humanity, J. G. Tbuman.

Editoe of Ambeican Socialist In your issue of 
May 17th, upon the subject of organizing “Progressive 
Homes,” you say : “At the present time it is perfectly 
in order for any one to present plans for forming such 
Homes and furnishing leaders for them. It might be 
desirable for us to publish those plans which seem well- 
studied, and comment on them. Let those interested 
reflect on the matter and give us their best thoughts.”

Encouraged by this very liberal invitation, I will give 
you a brief outline of a plan which is the result of 
much thought and careful inquiry ; and hope you will 
give it the benefit of such criticism as your great experi
ence and accurate knowledge of the subject may suggest.

Let all who look with favor upon Socialistic progress, 
and especially those who regard Communistic associa
tion as desirable, first prepare their own minds and 
hearts for the work. Let them acquaint themselves 
with the close Associations of the past and present. 
Above all, let them study well the experiments that have 
been made in our own country and by our own people. 
Let them become familiar with the wrecks that almost 
every-where mark the pathway of previous efforts ; and 
let them find, as far as possible, the rock on which each 
one has split.

With the mind thus enlightened inquire next into the 
preparation of the heart. Are we ready to enter into 
this work of regeneration with a religious zeal that will 
subordinate all individualism and self-assertion to the 
one great purpose ? Can we despise every gratification 
—every desire that does not come as a reflex from the
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iiappiness of all ? Can we toil and labor, and if need 
be suffer for this, and feel tliat we receive'a rich reward ?

Having reached a confident affirmative upon the above 
questions, we should at once take measures to at least 
know of each other ; and may then begin to arrange for 
an advance by ‘ ‘ slow approaches. ” The details of the 
movement must, of course, depend upon the number 
enlisted, and upon the general condition and pecuniary 
ability. Assuming that as a rule we are working people, 
without wealth, we proceed as follows :

Select, in a pleasant and healthful locality, lands where 
farming, gardening, fruit-growing and kindred indus
tries can be easily developed ; and where there are facili
ties for manufacturing such articles as can be cheaply 
produced by inexpensive machinery. Here commence a 
village. And let the friends of the movement, as fast as 
they can arrange their business, quietly settle here. Let 
no trumpet be sounded to the world ; but let the settle
ment be made in the western village style. Let the 
Socialists, as such, be known to each other only. Let 
them form their clubs for mutual improvement, for so
cial culture, for consultation and discussion, and for a 
more intimate acquaintance. Let them organize j omt- 
stock or cooperative working associations. But let all 
Communistic plans and aspirations be kept closely within 
their own circle until they become sufficiently known to 
each other to enter the ‘ ‘ Progressive Home, ” and are 
strong enough to bear the friction of the outside world. 
They can then organize, admitting such only as are 
worthy, and procure, for a time, missionary assistance 
from an old and successful Community. This will give 
them a knowledge of the hundred little details that ex
perience alone can teach.

A commencement upon this plan is now in process of 
development. The location contemplated is pleasant 
and healthful, easy of access and affords all the requi
site facilities. And while this matter is progressing, it 
is in order for every one who has a heart in such a 
movement to manifest the same with name and address, 
sent to the Editor of the American Socialist (should he 
approve this plan), so that at the proper time, a list may 
be made out and sent to each. Fide, sed cui vide.

[This plan seems safe and practical. We see no rea
son why Socialists should not go to work in this patient, 
far-reaching style. Is there not intelligence and enter
prise enough among them to create villages, like Vine- 
land and Greeley, for the express purpose, not of start
ing Communities immediately, but, of helping one 
another to prepare for Community life? If there is 
not, there will he.

As to that part of the plan which proposes to make 
the Editor of the American Socialist the center of cor
respondence, we are afraid it will bring upon us a bur
den that will interfere with more important duties. The 
better way will be for the managers of such enter
prises to invite correspondence directly with themselves.

Ed. Am. So.]

(Jm.ro, Wis., June 1, 1877.
Dear Socialist:—For the benefit of those who are 

interested in the cooperative movement I wish to say, 
that about one year and a-half ago, with four members, 
we organized a Joint-Stock Company by charter from 
the State, under the name of the Omro Agricultural, 
Horticultural and Manufacturing Association. We own 
over two hundred acres of good lands with good im
provements, farm implements and stock; the whole 
valued at about $8,000, and we have as beautiful a loca
tion for a home as can well be found, conveniently 
located near a town of 2,000 inhabitants, also on a navi
gable stream. The location is a good one for manufac
turing purposes. We think that keeping bees, raising 
small fruits and nursery stock, as well as common farm
ing, could be profitably carried on. I have been very 
much interested in Community enterprises for a good 
many years, and it is my desire to develop this move
ment into a Community just as fast or as soon as we 
can prepare ourselves for it. We are liberal in our 
views on religion as well as on the social question, be
lieving that if we are imbued with the true principle 
within us that it will do more toward helping us to live 
like noble men and women than all the laws that can be 
enacted.

In conclusion I will say that here is a golden opportu
nity for men and women of the right stamp, those that 
have the good of humanity at heart as well as their own 
welfare and happiness. We have invested our home and 
all we have, for the purpose of trying this better way. 
We don’t invite correspondence from mere curiosity- 
seekers, but from those who mean business. Will those 
who write be good enough to give all the information 
about themselves in regard to what they are and who 
they are, and what they can do to help a move of this 
kind. R. C. Richardson.

“GARDE h VO US.”

The Geneva Continent says: “Under the above 
somewhat sensational title has been published in this 
city [Geneva] an account of manufactures in the United 
States, which is worth the reading of every man of 
business. Every American at least will read it with 
pride and hope ; and men of other countries may read it 
with instruction and sober thought. It is the work of 
M. Bally, proprietor of an extensive shoe-factory at 
Schoenenwerth, and gives the results of a personal com
parison between American and European factories, es
pecially in his own department of manufacture, and pre
dicts the most serious competition on the part of the 
Americans, even in some European markets. The most 
striking point in the story is that it refers the superiority 
of the American factories, not as is usual, to the supe- 
ior machinery and methods employed, but to the su
periority of the American workman. The same ma
chines set up in Swiss or German factories are in
capable of doing the work which they accomplish in 
America; and of this he gives proofs from his own 
experience. ”

M. Bally, we understand is, in his way, a clever and 
philanthropic philosopher. Having discovered the root 
of the trouble, he will of course set himself to work on 
the problem how to make the European workman, at 
least, the equal of the American workman, in the short
est possible time. Only by so doing can he and his co
proprietors hope to retain their places in European 
markets. External conditions will first be investigated 
and compared. Difference in climate and diet may have 
some influence. Possibly the inventive powers are 
more or less hampered in Europe as they are not in 
America. To determine this question the apprentice 
system there should be looked into, also the school sys
tem, and finally the political system and the system of 
society. Possibly no sufficient reason will be found in 
present external conditions to account for the demon
strated inequality. At this point perhaps he and his 
helpers will be prepared to investigate the heredity of 
the two peoples in order to determine whether the 
European and American workmen are equal at birth. 
If equal, like nourishment, physical and mental, must be 
supplied to keep them so. If not, how can they be 
made so ? Here comes in the question of stirpiculture. 
How can the great mass of European workmen in futuro, 
upon whom depend the stability and permanence of 
European institutions, be highly endowed at birth with 
all needful qualities, and better and better evermore ? 
Meanwhile, in this field, the American workman, we 
may be sure, will not be idle. Thus the labor problem 
issues in the problem of heredity, and this in the prob
lem of stirpiculture. But after all is there not some
thing better than interests that are always clashing ? Is 
not cooperation better, even between nations, than com
petition ?

CO-OPERATIVE FARMING.
From the Am. Agriculturist.

The subject of village life for farmers, which was first 
broached in these papers a year or more ago, and which has 
been subsequently treated of in the “Atlantic Monthly f and 
va “ Scribner's Monthlyhas attracted more general atten
tion than had seemed probable. The benefit that would re
sult to the farmer’s family, and ultimately, the great benefit 
that would result to the general interests of farming, from the 
fact that the life would be made attractive to the better class 
of farmers’ sons and daughters, seemed undoubted. The 
drawback, if there is a drawback, lies in the danger that the 
cost of living would be somewhat increased. That is to say, 
a more attractive life involves some attractions, such as bet
ter dress, which would cost more money. On the whole, an 
investigation of the subject seems to show that, so far as the 
actual business expenses are concerned, the saving in some 
directions would be as great as the enhanced outlay in others. 
There only remains the question whether farming is capable 
of bearing even the slight additional expense that improved 
conditions of life imply. As this can not be answered by any 
practical experience at hand, it would be safer to assume that 
farming itself would not bear this further tax. We must 
therefore seek some means to turn to profit the working force 
which village life would bring together.

The Shakers have been, thus far, very successful. While 
carrying on their farms in the best manner, they have, by a 
concentration of their forces, so as to allow odds and ends of 
time, and the work of women and children to be turned to 
account, been able to carry on a number of small manu
facturing interests—making brooms, baskets, chairs, pre
serves, etc., putting up seeds, herbs, etc., which have been 
eminently profitable, and which have in no wise interfered 
with their farming.

I am told that in some of the villages of Cape Cod,, nearly 
every member of every family who is either too old or too

young or too feeble for regular work, is constantly employed 
from one. end of the year to the other, in tying the strings 
into Dennison’s tags. In another village in Massachusetts, 
which is surrounded by pine lands, and where pine trees are 
the chief crop of all but the best land, the only money-^ro- 
ducing industry of the community is the manufactory of 
“kits’’for mackerel. Any one who has the curiosity to 
investigate the extent to which the so-called “ notions ” are 
sold, will be amazed at the aggregate amount of hand-labor, 
not requiring the assistance of machinery, that is constantly 
employed. The making of paper boxes, alone, is doubtless 
supporting thousands of families. The braiding of straw for 
hats is also widely extended, and probably a careful investiga
tion would show that a number of persons, equal to the 
country and village population of the whole of New Eng
land might be supported by the work of women and chil
dren and aged people—doing work that is done only by hand. 
Of one thing we may be sure. Should an attempt be made 
to concentrate the families of thirty or forty farmers into a 
village, there would be no difficulty in finding some sin
gle branch of industry that would furnish employment for 
the inefficient members of the community. If the locations 
and conditions of the villages were suitable, a far more at
tractive and profitable field is opened in the very productive 
industry of “taking summer boarders.” The experience of 
village summer boarding-houses, now existing, furnishes 
ample evidence in support of this.

Then, too, the field for cooperative industry in every branch 
of agriculture is almost unlimited. Whatever one man can 
do alone—whether in the way of breeding improved stock, cul
tivating grain or root crops, making butter or cheese, or sell
ing any thing that he may produce—may be much better and 
more effectively done if twenty of his near neighbors are 
engaged in the same interests, and if their forces are united 
to secure the best males, the best seeds, and implements, the 
best means of manufacture, and the best reputation in the 
market.

We are, of course, a very long way off from any such radi
cal change of our customs as the village idea suggests, and,, 
in one sense, it is a waste of words to talk about the details 
of a general scheme that nobody as yet thinks of attempting. 
On the other hand, however, all thoughtful men who are in
terested in agricultural questions are considering with no 
little anxiety the important problem as to what is to become 
of Eastern agriculture, with its best boys and girls jumping at 
every chance to run away from it. So long as this general 
truth is accepted, we may as well begin thinking, and think
ing very seriously, about the ultimate means of relief. Some 
day, some radical steps will become necessary, and they will 
be more easily taken if taken at once, and in advance of the 
driving necessity. These considerations are quite enough to 
justify a good deal of thinking and no little writing on the 
subject.

SENSIBLE YOUNG MEN.

The young men of Maysville, an Ohio village, being, in
clined toward economy, bought a large quantity of cloth at 
a wholesale price from a manufacturer, and had it made 
into clothing for themselves. The uninformed visitor is sur
prised by the sight of so many men dressed exactly alike, 
and is led to believe that he is in some Socialistic Commu
nity.—N. Y. Sun.

That is only a straw showing which way the wind is 
beginning to blow. The young men of Maysville are 
sensible. Let- them commence by combining to buy 
such supplies at wholesale, even if they do all dress 
alike at first. A little experience will teach them how 
to get a greater variety on equally favorable terms. 
They will find that the large manufacturers and whole
sale dealers will take great pains to please them when it 
is found that their united custom depends on it. Also 
these young men will find that they can combine and 
purchase fifty barrels of flour from some large flouring 
mill at a price considerably lower than they are now 
paying. And so with other articles of daily consump
tion. If they can only work together in a good-natured, 
brotherly spirit, they can better their condition im
mensely and get a good start in life.

SWEARING IN CROMWELLS TIME. -

Laws against swearing were strictly enforced during the 
times of the Commonwealth, and with the largest possible 
interpretation against the accused. We are reminded of the 
reproof that Sir Walter Scott put into the mouth of Crom
well—“What can it avail thee to practice a profanity so hor
rible to the ears of others, and which brings no emolument 
to him who uses it?” Every oath was counted. For a single 
oath the fine was 6s. 8d., but the charge was reduced to 3s. 
4d. each “on taking a quantity.” Humphrey Trevett, for 
swearing ten oaths, was committed till he pay 33s. 4d. to the 
poor of Harford. John Huishe, of Cheriton, was convicted 
for swearing 22. oaths and two curses at one time, and four 
oaths and one curse at another time. Of course, the greater 
number of these cases were disposed of at Petty Sessions 
without being sent for trial. One Justice returned the names 
of ten persons whom he had convicted of swearing since the
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previous sessions. We are not left -without examples of what 
was considered swearing in those days. William Hoarding, of 
Ohittlehampton, for saying two several times in court “ Upon 
my life,” was adjudged to be within the act of swearing, for 
which he paid 6s. 8d. Thomas Butland was fined for swear
ing “ On my troth.” Gilbert Northcott had to pay 3s. 4d. 
for saying “ Upon my life.” Thomas Courtis was fined for 
swearing in court ‘ ‘ God is my witness, ” and ‘ ‘ I speak in the 
presence of God.” Christopher Gill, being'reproved by Mr. 
Nathaniel Durant, clerk, “for having used the oath, God’s 
Life, in discourse,” went and informed against the minister 
himself for swearing!—Fraser's Magazine.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.
THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 1877.

The newspapers continue to comment on J. H. N. ’s 
resignation of the Presidency of the Oneida Community, 
and their judgments of him are not altogether un
pleasant reading. As the readers of the Socialist will 
naturally be interested in the estimate which public 
opinion is forming of its Editor as well as of the O. C., 
we shall continue to copy these comments as they fall in 
our way. Two good specimens, one from New York 
Daily Graphic and another from the Springfield Re
publican, will be found on another page. Of course 
there are inaccurate statements in all of these news
paper articles. But it is hardly worth while to encum
ber the reading of them with our corrections.

The compliment which the Editor of the Orange 
Journal pays to the American Socialist in the follow
ing paragraph is unusually valuable, as it comes from 
Oliver Johnson, the veteran Journalist, who probably 
has done more honest and able work for the Periodical 
Press in the last forty years than any man in the 
country. He knows a good thing when he sees it, and 
a good word from such a man tickles us.

“ One of the raciest and most interesting papers on our ex
change list is the Ambeican Socialist, published at Oneida, 
N. Y., and edited by the venerable John H. Noyes, founder 
of the Oneida Community. Mr. Noyes believes that Social
ism is identical with Christianity and clearly taught in the 
New Testament; and that it is the solvent of all the difficul
ties and a remedy for all the antagonisms of modern society. 
That at no very distant day there are to be great changes in 
the structure of society—changes suggested by a closer study 
of the laws of human nature as well as by the experiences’of 
mankind—we are strongly inclined to believe ; and we have 
no doubt that the discussions which find a place in the So
cialist will prove useful as a means of preparing the way 
for the changes required. Mr. Noyes, whatever may be 
said of some of his theories, is a man of the finest intellec
tual culture, and it is a pleasure to read such English as 
drops from his pen.”—The Orange Journal.

MR. BRISBANE'S SERIES.

HOW IT CAME TO BE PUBLISHED AND WHY IT 
WAS STOPPED.

A large class of our readers have let us know that they 
wonder why we ever accepted Mr. Brisbane’s communi
cations. Another smaller class have wondered why we 
cut them off so abruptly. We owe an explanation to 
both of these classes, and that explanation can only be 
given by presenting the correspondence in which our 
engagement with Mr. Brisbane was arranged. Here 
it is:

OBBER BEOM 'ME. BEISBANB.

‘•‘•Buffalo, Deo. 13, 1876.
‘ ‘ Editoe ob Ambeican Socialist :

“Sir:—Please send me your Journal to Fanwood, 
N. J. You—or Mr. Noyes—have received the two works of 
Fourier which I have lately published. The second contains 
Ms plan of Social Organization never before published in 
English. As we are engaged in different ways in the same 
great work—the Industrial and Moral Elevation of mankind 
—may I ask of you to give a full statement of Fourier’s ideas 
and principles by extracts published successively ? I should 
like to have a fair statement made of his doctrines of Pas
sional Attraction and the Divine Code. If you would allow 
me, I would make a selection, presenting briefly but con
nectedly his ideas and send it to you. * * * *

“Very truly, A. Brisbane.”

This is the only offer we received, and it distinctly de
fines the engagement we entered into. It is an offer to 
make and send us a series of selections from Fourier's 
own works, such as would bring before our readers 
Eourier’s own doctrine of “Passional Attraction and 
the Divine Code,” giving a fair view of his plan of 
“ Social Organization.” We really wanted such first
hand information about Eourier’s system for ourselves 

' and for our readers. Especially we hoped for a clear 
exhibition of his Theory of the Passions and of his 
practical arrangements. This offer, volunteered by Mr.

Brisbane—not sought or shaped or modified by us—- 
we acceded to in the following terms:

acceptance by me. hinds.
11 Wallingford, Dec. 22, 1876.

‘ ‘Albert Brisbane :
“Dear Sir :—Your letter of the 13 th has been forward

ed here for reply. Your proposal to furnish for publication 
in the American Socialist a series of articles, original and 
selected, presenting briefly some of Fourier’s leading princi
ples, is accepted. We only stipulate that the articles shall 
be short, say one and a-half columns in length, and that we 
may at any time stop the series, if we find it does not gen
erally interest our readers, or conclude for other reasons 
that it has been continued long enough. * * *

“Respectfully, Wm. A. Hinds.”

The only loop-hole that is left open here for the flood 
of irresponsible speculation that followed, is the un
lucky word “original,” which was not called for by 
the offer, and must have been suggested by overween
ing generosity. But the honest effect of this word 
was still limited by the clause that followed, which 
confined the series to a “brief presentation of some of 
Fourier’s leading principles. ” Mr. Brisbane responded 
as follows,

ACCEPTING the stipulations.
“Buffalo, Dec. 27, 1876.

“ Wm. A. Hinds :
“Dear Sir:—Yours of the 22d has been forwarded 

to me here. I accept all your conditions in reference to 
articles to be written by me for your paper. * * As
to stopping the articles when you please, of course you are 
at full liberty to do so ; only let me know on receiving the 
first, whether the tone of it and the spirit pervading it suit 
you. I would not like to be cut off in the midst of a train 
of thought and a course of demonstration. It would place 
me in rather a ridiculous light. ***** 

“Very truly, A. Brisbane.”

No reply was made to this ; but in the interval between 
the above correspondence and the commencement of Mr. 
Brisbane’s series, our Business Manager sent Mr. Bris
bane the following letter of caution ; which must be 
considered as one of our stipulations, and was intended 
to prevent the very smuggling which ensued :

“ Oneida, Jan. 2, 1877.
‘ ‘ Mr. A. Brisbane :

“Dear Sir:— * * * The principal reason why we 
reserve the privilege of stopping these articles is, that our 
experience with [several correspondents] in the first months 
of the American Socialist, showed us that some, at least, of 
the old Fourierites were more anxious to propagate Stephen 
Pearl Andrews-ism than Fourierism. As soon as we found 
that [these persons] had no idea of really working for any 
kind of close Association, but only for Individual Sover
eignty, Free Love and Free Competition, i. e., for what 
seemed to us the worst antagonists of Association, we felt 
compelled to shut them off. We have no confidence in 
S. P. Andrews’ system, and prefer not to have it introduced, 
openly or covertly, into our paper. We regard Andrews as 
the load that sunk Woodhull and Claflin, and think he is 
likely to sink any paper that allows hint to be smuggled into it.

‘ ‘ Still, we by no means assume that you sympathize with 
[the persons referred to] in this particular; but this explana
tion of our views may help you to fit your subject for our 
paper. We are willing and desirous of bringing Fourierism 
before our readers, and getting all the good we can out of it.

‘ ‘ Yours very truly,
“F. Wayland-Smith.”

The reader now has before him the entire negotiation 
between ns and Mr. Brisbane. Under the contract thus 
settled, he proceeded to deliver, not the goods which he 
promised, viz., a series of selections from Eourier’s works, 
giving a view of Fourier’s theories and plans, but an 
interminable train of his own lucubrations In his very 
letter of introduction in which he laid out his -work, he 
coolly set Fourier aside with only a patronizing compli
ment, and announced that his plan was to explain the 
law of Evolution ! which law is confessedly wholly for
eign to Fourierism ! (See American Socialist, Jan. 25, 
p. 26.) “ After that,” he says, “ I will give a sketch of 
Fourier's labors ; ” which is not even an intimation that 
in any distant future he intended to give us the selec
tions which he promised and which we engaged to print. 
Nine numbers followed. Look them through and you 
will find no selections from Fourier and but few allu
sions to him, and most of these of the dubious sort 
which puts him in the shade of superannuation. We 
venture to say that no reader of them will pretend to 
have got any idea of Fourierism from them. The 
simple truth is that Mr. Brisbane engaged to give us 
Fourierism, which we wanted, but actually gave us 
Brisbaneism or Andrewsism, which we did not want.

We must confess, to Mr. Brisbane’s credit, that he 
managed the substitution so handsomely that we were 
not aware of it, though it was done before our eyes, and 
though we had been tricked in the same way two or 
three times before. In the same paper that contained 
his programme above referred to, we were foolish 
enough to say in an editorial:

“We give our readers this week the beginning of Mr. Bris
bane’s series on Fourierism. His articles will at least furnish

valuable information on the ideas of a past generation. All 
students of Socialism should know what that great theory 
was which thirty years ago enthused such men as Greeley, 
Dana and the dwellers of Brook Farm, and set the whole 
country agog for a Social Millennium.”

This shows that we were fully expecting invoices of 
Fourierism according to contract, and, simple souls that 
we were ! we held on to this expectation through nine 
numbers, till patience broke down under that awful 
Table ; and then we waked up to the discovery that no 
approach had been made or was ever likely to be made to 
the fulfillment of the contract. In fact we have learned 
lately from Mr. Brisbane himself, that the title of our 
final ejecting editorial, “Fourierism Dismissed,” was 
altogether a blunder, for, he says, ‘ ‘ Fourierism was 
not the subject in question. The subject ivas my con
ception of the Basis on which Social Science should 
rest.” And so it was from first to last. We humbly 
acknowledge our stupidity in imagining that somehow 
Mr. Brisbane was doing what he promised, or was going 
to do so sometime. We certainly owe our readers an 
apology for not cutting him off at his first number, or 
at least requiring him to make a new contract to deliver 
Brisbaneism ad libitum. We are sincerely sorry to 
find that we did unintentionally fool the public when 
we said impressively in the concluding number of Yol. I:

“We are able to announce that our new volume for 1877 
will contain a series of articles on Fourierism by Mr. 
Albert Brisbane, who has been the acknowledged apostle 
and representative of Fourier since the great Socialistic ex
citement of 1842—1846.”

It may seem trivial to look after minor breaches of 
contract in connection with such a wholesale substitu
tion, but we have taken pains for curiosity’s sake to 
measure Mr. Brisbane’s communications, and find that 
instead of being limited, as agreed, to one column and 
a-half a-piece, they average one column and three 
quarters, and with the letters which accompany them 
they average more than two columns and a-half a-piece. 
But this would have been of no consequence if the 
matter had been interesting.

As to the abruptness of our dismissal of Mr. Brisbane, 
we ask the reader to go back to the two numbers of our 
paper immediately preceding that dismissal, (April 9,) 
where he will find in the leading editorials two successive 
hints of dissatisfaction which might have been taken as 
warnings, but were entirely neglected by Mr. Brisbane. 
Here is one of them:

“Would it not be well for Mr. Brisbane to enliven his 
Philosophy by giving us occasiona] glimpses of the con
crete organizations that are to result from it ? ”

\_Am. So. April 5.]
And here is the other:
“We begin to fear that these profundities have not 

much to do with practical Socialism, and may overload 
our paper with indigestible matter.”

\_Am. So. March 29.]
To sum up ; Mr. Brisbane had as good an opportu

nity as could be asked to exhibit Fourier, and he used 
it to exhibit himself. The net result to us is a strong 
suspicion that he has outlived all sincere loyalty to 
Fourierism. Probably we shall have to raise the wreck 
ourselves and get out what can be saved from it.

THERE WILL BE LEADERS.

In commenting on the extraordinary career of the 
Oneida Community, the newspapers all lay” great stress 
on the assertion that its success in business and its 
internal harmony are due to the personal characteristics 
of its founder. Without such a leader, they say, it 
would soon come to an end or be greatly modified. And 
this is used as an indirect argument to show that the 
spread of Communism is impossible, such a leader 
being regarded as a phenomenon. Now, nobody pre
tends that a Community or any other live organization 
can thrive without a capable leader or head. Every 
Railroad, Steamboat, Telegraph, and Insurance Com
pany is careful to put in its best man as President. The 
Yanderbilts and Tom Scotts and Garretts and Ortons 
are eagerly sought after as leaders and are faithfully 
sustained by their companies. Nobody believes more 
thoroughly than ourselves in the prime importance of 
good leaders. But we differ from the croakers in this, 
that we believe plenty of good leaders will be ready and 
available when the time becomes ripe for Communism. 
In the case of the Oneida Community there is no diffi
culty. People have been looking on for years expect
ing to see that organization “ swell up or fall down dead 
suddenly ” whenever a change of leaders became neces
sary. But the change of leaders has been made without a 
jar, and the on-lookers will probably have to wait an addi
tional thirty years before they can enjoy such another 
disappointment.

The new leader is a product of the Community over
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which he will preside, being one of its second genera
tion. He is now in his early prime and is a very able 
man, trained to habits of study and accurate thinking. 
Eesponsibility is by no means new to him. Further
more, there is in that Community a third generation, 
now little boys and girls, whom, if the croakers should 
once see, they would despair of ever beholding the 
expected catastrophe. Commmunism will breed its 
own leaders. When the principles of unity and agree
ment which underlie Communism shall have sprung- 
up in the hearts of the people and ripened, the har
vest will surely be gathered. Leaders will be pro
vided for the enlarged homes which will then be 
formed. But the present is a seed time, and there 
must be a patient growth before the general harvest.

LIB URTY1 Z GRAVE.

BT BALE TODD.

Woodst kno the plase whare Libuty’z flame duz 
nevur rore, bein’ snuffd out like a kandle whot flikkres 
no more? Tiz not on Sibery’z isy hills, nor Afriky’s 
korul stranz ; tiz not whare desputizm shrowds awl in 
its black foies, and harry karry iz kommitted at a 
tyrunt’s knodd by kommon soles; tiz not whare hun- 
drids are immullated uppon the funeral pile, and whare 
the mannikuls of slavury awate every chile ; tiz not in 
kuntreez unblest with the raze of gospil lite, and whare 
ejjukashun iz subjikt to an evurlastin’ blite; tiz not 
whare lives

“ The unpardning prinse, whom teers kan draw 
To no remorse : who rools by lyon’z law;
And deef to prares, by no submisshun bowd,
Bends awl alike, the pennitent and the prowd.”

Tiz not whare the torchur, rack and thumskrue plede, 
and God’s little wunz, trodd under oppresshun’s irun 
hele, in agony blede ; tiz not whare

“ Tyranny with Fate 
And black Bevenje jigantik goes,

Whare dying infants shreek,
And hopliss age iz sunk in woze.”

Tiz not whare thar’z
“ Toilin’ from the mornin’ gray—
Toilin’, toilin’ throo the day,
Till the spirrit fantes away :
By the tapur’s famished lite,
Toilin’, toilin’ throo the nite.
Till the dim and akin site
Seez but shadders gathrin’ round ;
Toilin’ throo the ours of pane,
Taxin’ hand and hart and brane.
Bred—and skasely bred—to- gane! ”

O no ! Look nob thare. Liburty’z grave iz whare 
dwell Peese and Love and Plenty, blessid three, gloryus 
trinnity—

“ By whose wide tyes the kindrid suns of men
Live, bruthurs like, in ammity kumbined
And unsuspishus faith, while hon,est toil gives every joy

where Gant Want, with her horrid trane, enturs not, 
nor the venum’d tung of vile Slandur, nor horrid oth iz 
hurd, nor reelin’ druukurd nor vixin bold iz sene; 
whare thare iz wun hart and wun purs ; whare eech lives 
fur awl, and awl fur eech ; whare

•‘No more eech uther spurning.
Sole unter sole iz turning,
With depe and ceseliss yurning 
Fur Pese and Love and Home ! ”

Here, O here, iz the grave of Liburty ; fur behold it 
iz ritten in the book of the proffet Fouryer, “Kommoon- 
izm iz the grave of Individyual LiburtyV

THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY.
From the Daily Graphic.

A change has occurred in the leadership of this curious 
social experiment, which is deserving of more than passing 
notice. The Community was organized some thirty years 
since in Putney, Vermont. Subsequently the original mem
bers moved to Brooklyn, and finally made their home in 
Oneida, in Western New York. The founder of this ex- 
periment in American Communism was John Humphrey 
Noyes, of Vermont, who, his friends claim, is a representative 
of much of the best blood of New England. He is related to 
many of the leading families, which trace their ancestry to 
the early settlers of the New England States. The Com
munity was primarily the result of a religious revival. Noyes 
and his coadjutors held to the doctrine of Perfectionism ; 
but as they found it difficult to realize their ideal in ordinary 
society, they were soon led to attempt it in a Community 
where the environment would not offer impediments to 
carrying out the life they had in view. The contest was a 
hard one, and the statements made in the various publications 
of the Communists concerning their struggles for life, show 
that they were possessed of great courage and perseverance, 
and required high moral qualities to surmount the difficulties 
which beset them in their first endeavors to form a more 
perfect union. They soon found that agriculture was not a 
profitable employment, and their first mercantile success was 
in selling traps for catching wild animals. Subsequently, 
they engaged in other pursuits, such as canning fruits and 
making leather bags ; but their principal source of income is

now derived from their silk factories. Thus far they have 
confined themselves to the manufacture of the raw silk. 
They are printers, and at their branch colony in Wallingford, 
Connecticut, produce specimens of typography which would 
do credit to any printing establishment in the country. 
From being few in numbers, the Community has increased 
its membership to over 300, besides adding largely to their 
material wealth.

Had they so wished, they could have had thousands of 
members, but they wisely closed their doors to outsiders, 
and depended mainly on the natural increase in their num
bers. The only outside people whom they admitted were 
those whom they knew intimately, and were sure of. Much 
of their rougher labor is now performed by hired work 
people. The Communists are gradually relieving themselves 
of the heavier drudgery of their various employments, and 
devoting themselves to those which require taste and skill 
rather than manual strength.

There is to be a partial abandonment of Wallingford, due 
to the depression in the printing business, the colony at that 
point being principally engaged in the production of works 
for the New England manufacturers. Trade has been so 
dull that the bulk of the colonists there intend to return to 
Oneida. The Communists claim that one advantage they 
have over ordinary society is this flexibility in their work. 
All the members are so educated that they are able to turn 
their attention to any one of several occupations. Recently 
a fine new building was erected at Wallingford.

During all their period of trial and effort, their leader has 
been John H. Noyes; but it is now announced that he 
voluntarily retires from that position, and that his son, Dr. 
Theodore R. Noyes, is to be hereafter the recognized head of ' 
the Community. J. H. Noyes will confine his attention to 
the American Socialist, a hebdomadal, published by the 
Community, but not professing to represent it any more than 
the Shakers or other Socialistic ventures. Its declared ob
ject is to be the organ of Socialism generally, and not of 
any particular Community.

In a recent number of the Socialist, a writer remarks:
It may be noticed in this connection, that Mr. Noyes is the 

first among Community founders to set the example of 
voluntarily resigning his office. George Rapp, the founder 
of Harmony and Economy, lived until he was four-score-and- 
ten, and held his position until his death, and so did his 
immediate successor, Mr. Baker. The present Rappite 
leaders, Henrici and Lenz, are both over seventy, and still 
personally superintend the affairs of the Community. Joseph 
Baumeler held the position of temporal and spiritual leader of 
the Separatist Community at Zoar, O., which he founded, 
until his death, at the age of seventy-five. Their present 
leader, Mr. Ackermann, though past his three-score-and-ten, 
is still their main, business man and their religious teacher ; 
but as he shares his business responsibilities with a central 
committee, chosen by the members, his position is less 
burdensome than it might otherwise be. Dr. Keil, the 
founder and President of the Aurora and Bethel Communities, 
is now sixty-six years old, and in active superintendence of 
Aurora, the larger of the two Communities, and governs 
Bethel through a deputy appointed by himself. Christian 
Metz presided over the Amana Community until his death, 
at an advanced age, in 1867. Barbara Heynemann, their 
present spiritual leader, is over eighty. The Shaker leaders 
remain in office until removed by death or disqualified by the 
infirmities of age. The greater number of their present- 
elders are over seventy years old.

Dr. Theodore R. Noyes is a graduate of the Sheffield 
Scientific School of Yale, and is an accomplished physician. 
It has always been understood that the crucial test of the 
permanence of the Community would come when there was 
a change of leadership. Of course, some very marked per
sonal peculiarities must have characterized the elder Noyes 
to have successfully managed so novel an experiment, as one 
which made not only property common, but which attempted 
an innovation on the marriage relation so marked as that 
which they call “complex marriage.” These Communists, 
it will be remembered, do not recognize the right of any man 
to claim authority over one woman; and while that relation 
is carefully guarded by public opinion and the customs of 
the association, exclusive love relations are not tolerated. 
But few children are born, and those only when it has been 
deemed best by a majority of the Community. No persons 
are allowed to become parents who have any bodily defect, 
or who would not be likely to have healthy and promising 
progeny. Their diet may be called vegetarian, though meat 
and fish are sometimes sparingly used, but it embraces a 
large variety of very toothsome dishes. They are teetotalers ; 
no wine or spirits are tolerated, nor is tobacco in any form 
used by the members. The women wear Bloomers ; indeed 
it was the Community which invented the short dress.

Not working hard, yet being fully occupied nearly all the 
time, the Oneida Communists enjoy a longer term of life 
than people outside of their domain. The number of old 
people is very large. They claim that they never lose 
children from the usual infantile diseases. In ordinary 
society half the children that are born die before five years 
of age. Their children are not only well born, but are well 
cared for, and so far there have been no deaths. The num
ber of children is not large, being less than forty, all of whom 
are under eight years of age. Measles and whooping-cough 
are unknown in the Community. These Communists have 
prospered through persecution and poverty, and it is now to 
be seen how wealth and a change of leadership will affect

them. At first, there was a good deal of natural prejudice 
against them in their neighborhood, but it has died out, and 
Sunday-schools and religious societies know no more pleasant 
picnicing grounds than those of the Community at Oneida. 
They employ the children of the farmers in their neighbor
hood, pay good wages, are kind to those that serve them, 
and the result is that they are highly esteemed in the section ^ 
of the country where they live. Dr. Noyes, the new leader, 
is a modest gentleman, who has had charge of the business 
management of the Community for some years.

His father and the bulk of the Community are understood 
to be orthodox Christians, accepting the current creed of the 
Evangelical Church; but it is believed that the younger 
generation has developed a taste for scientific and other read
ing, and are not so exclusively devoted to the old school of 
theology as were the original founders of the Community. 
This association is the only one on record, so far as history 
tells us, where the marriage relation was maintained iu this 
particular form. It has generally been found that celibacy 
has become the rule in most of the successful Communistic 
Societies. The future history of the Oneida Community, 
under its new leadership, will be watched with a great deal 
of curiosity by all who are interested in social questions.

NOYES AND ONEIDA.
From the Springfield Republican, June 6, 1877.

The retirement of John Humphrey Noyes from the presi
dency of the Oneida Community is an event as well worth 
notice as the abdication of a monarch, to which, indeed, it is 
closely akin. For thirty years Mr. Noyes has been autocrat 
of a body of men and women concerned in the trial of a new 
scheme of social order, of which he was the inventor as well 
as organizer and director; and the history of the man and 
the attempt will form one of the most interesting chapters in 
the annals of Socialistic experiment. Whether the founder 
has by his present action virtually completed the chapter, or 
whether he has merely given it a fresh extent, is a question 
which would tax any prophet of to-day to answer, for it de
pends wholly on the degree in which the son to whom he 
gives up his power and responsibility, Dr. Theodore Richards 
Noyes, has inherited the father’s extraordinary character and 
capacity of command. It is to the individual qualities of 
Noyes that the coherence and prosperity of institutions 
which run counter to the most intimate moral and social 
usages that surround them has been due, and his successor 
must have equal if not always identical abilities to con
tinue and strengthen them.

Noyes was a Vermont boy, of that same good old stock, we 
believe, from which president Hayes sprang. There is evi
dently first-rate organizing power, the politician’s talent of 
using men, in the family, and neither of the cousins need be 
ashamed of the other’s development of it. John Humphrey, 
it is true, has a bee in his bonnet, while Rutherford is quite 
free and level headed,—unless for this apparent aberration 
in the way of putting civil-service reform at dry nurse to its 
enemies. Noyes, who never errs in this direction, was a 
Dartmouth graduate, and an Andover and Yale theological 
student, and only missed of becoming an orthodox divine 
through the offices of a Methodist perfectionist preacher, 
who switched off his Yankee brain on a new track of thought. 
He was then twenty-three years old, and the Methodist 
would have been shocked to know then what his perfection
ism was to culminate in, a dozen years later. Noyes had 
brooded over it until he had built around the ideal of perfec
tion a complete scheme of religion and morals by which it 
might be attained, whose center was what he called the 
Pentecost principle, that is, the communal; including among 
things to be held in common, as most such schemes do, the 
family relations. These views he, with sundry disciples, 
put into practice in Putney in 1846, but a sturdy moral mob 
drove them out of Vermont not long after, and departing 
thence they founded the celebrated (often called “infa
mous ”) Oneida Community, which has endured, increased 
and achieved a certain material respectability in its neighbor
hood.

Mr. Noyes has in this almost generation-long trial of his 
experiment proved a singularly shrewd, discreet and potent 
manager. In a mere business respect perhaps, another 
might have done as well; or in teaching the Bible with such 
original exegeses as that the second coming of Christ was at 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus; or in setting forth 
the cure of diseases or injury by faith. But when it comes 
to harmonizing a family of 300 prople, with all the moral and 
passional complications resulting from the peculiar institu
tion of pantagamy—or every man the husband of every wo
man, and vice versa—certainly a personality of extraordinary 
force is requisite. It is this feature of the Noyes Commu
nism which renders the Communities at Oneida and Walling
ford obnoxious to the outside public—otherwise they are 
thrifty, orderly, honest and valuable to their neighbors—and 
it is this which, under any hand less firm than the founder’s 
own, will eventually break them up.

The practice of this theory, under the limitations imposed 
by the master will of Noyes, has been of a sort which our 
rooted social and religious prejudices, and the habit of hu
man affection, will not suffer us to consider other than im
moral, and yet in a considerable degree it has been successful.
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Its ultimate, aim is human stirpiculture with at least as careful 
selection as in the breeding of domestic animals. In thus 
reducing the relationship of the sexes to a mere physical, 
business basis, Noyes, as one who had seen how brief and 
vain they are, casts away the romance, reserve and mystery 
of young passion, and the inestimable treasure of conjugal 
love; and his wonderful system of “criticism” is a constant 
policing of the natural affections of his followers on the one 
hand, and their lusts on the other. He often finds it neces
sary to warn them of the dangers of “complex marriage,” 
and that persons must become “ perfectionists” before they 
can be “communists.” But the Noyes scheme does not, as 
Fourier’s did, crucify the mother’s love; her child is her own. 
The Oneida Community women, according to the testimony 
of women of culture who have visited there, seem both in
telligent and content, and they are equal with the men in the 
Community.

Mr. Noyes has written a great deal in advocacy of Social
ism, and announces that he will henceforth devote himself 
to editing the Amebican Socialist, with which he hopes to 
evangelize the world into its new civilization. We can see 
little ground for his belief in a growing tendency to Social
ism. The world will take from Oneida the interesting les
sons in cooperation it furnishes, but not its abnormal dispo
sition of man and woman. The editor’s chair, however that 
may be, will afford little scope for the energies of John H. 
Noyes, which have never made him so conspicuous a reform
er as he is a manager. This abdication seems rather like that 
of Charles V., who, leaving titles and crowns to his son and 
brother, yet swayed European affairs from monastic Yuste as 
the power behind the throne. But there has no waning in
firmity of age come to this vital, vigorous man of sixty-six 
years to make him drop the burden of rule. He will remain 
the inspiring force of the Community so long as he lives, 
and if Dr. Theodore B. Noyes has the stuff in him, he may 
before that event have gained the despotic authority his 
father now formally lays down.

THE RAGE IMPROVES.

We are not among the “ Dismal Philosophers, ” who 
see only social, moral and physical ruin in store for 
mankind. On the contrary, we recognize a constant 
progress “along the whole line.” We believe and are 
prepared to prove, for instance, that the human race, 
instead of deteriorating, is stronger, healthier and better 
to-day than ever before. It is true that the nations of 
the earth still prepare for war, and spend enormous sums 
in perfecting the enginery of destruction; yet it is 
equally true that at no former period in the history of 
the race has human life been so highly valued, nor has 
there at any past time been so much done to preserve 
it from destruction.

From the earliest known period this planet has been 
visited from time to time with the most dreadful 
plagues which swept off human beings like grass before 
the prairie fire. The awful “Black Death,” which 
almost depopulated Europe during the fourteenth cen
tury, and the Great Plague of London in 1664, are ex
amples of the terribly destructive nature of those dis
eases. Upon their appearance there was absolutely 
nothing to be done but for the living to fly from the 
dead, and await the abatement of the pestilence from a 
lack of victims. The nature of these diseases, as well 
as the laws of contagion, were unknown. Hygiene and 
sanitary conditions were equal mysteries, and poor 
humanity filled the fosse with victims for future genera
tions to march over in their attack upon the strongholds 
of epidemic disease.

We have now no such decimations, such annihilation 
almost of the inhabitants of entire sections of country. 
The cholera began a series of death-marches over the 
world, but modern science has stepped in and says: 
“Keep back within your Indian jungles and pagan 
holds,” and it obeys. Science has not only checked 
and driven back the cholera, but has robbed diseases 
in general of half their terrors by telling us what they 
are and how they may be prevented.

Before the discovery of Jenner, small-pox was sweep
ing away entire generations both in Europe and among 
the Indians of North America. It is stated by some 
authorities that previous to the advent of vaccination 
every fourth person in Europe was marked by small
pox. That horrible scourge is now easily controlled, 
and doubtless will be eradicated when the nations be
come civilized enough to work in unison.

Civilization and science have accomplished these great 
results for humanity, and civilization and science are 
the offspring of it. Where Christianity leads the 
nations, there we find the greatest results in fighting 
disease and death. It is among the Christian nations 
that we find the “laws of life,” sanitary regulations 
and rules of hygiene ; heroic investigations of epi
demic diseases, that mankind may know how to

avoid them. It is among Christians that we find 
“ Homes for the Aged,” “Retreats” for the blind, the 
insane, the inebriate, and hospitals on every hand for 
sick and suffering humanity.

Under Christian science we see the average life of a 
generation steadily increasing. Under Christian Com
munism we shall see a greater advance. Already Com
munism claims' a great diminution of the death-rate of 
children ; and according to Nordhoff and others, Com
munists are the most long-lived of our population, x.

BOOK RE VIE IK

The Wonders oe Pbayeb, A Remarkable Record of Well-
authenticated Answers to Prayer. By Henry T Williams.
One volume, cloth, pp., 408. Price, $1.50. New York;
Henry T. Williams, Publisher, 46 Beekman St.
The author of this book has collected nearly a thou

sand incidents, the greater part of recent occurrence 
and thoroughly authenticated, all going to show that 
there is a beneficent power, unseen but not far off, who 
answers prayer very much in the way the God of the 
Bible promises to do, and is said to have done in former 
times. It is a contribution of facts to spiritual science, 
which is the science of sciences and destined to occupy 
the highest chair in the colleges of the future. Natural 
science is full of its wonders and has long engaged the 
attention of the world, but all progression is toward 
spiritual science, spiritual philosophy, spiritual investi
gation and discovery, and literature of this kind is in 
•the current of greatest interest.

We should criticise the style of the book in point of 
taste. Nothing could be farther from the simplicity of 
the gospel narratives. It reminds us all the time of a 
quack almanac. The name of the book, the striking 
full-faced heading to every story, the profuse italics, the 
exclamatory remarks, all give the impression of an ad
vertisement, as though the Lord were for sale. Tricks 
of type, and officious, patronizing wonder seem incon
gruous with the subject. However, the facts are too 
valuable to be rejected for any lack of taste in the man
ner of presenting them.

One noticeable thing about these thousand stories is 
th egreat number which relate to money—at least three- 
fourths we judge without counting. Persons in extremi
ty for money pray to God and receive just the sum per
haps which is necessary for their relief. What this 
feature signifies we do not comprehend. Whether the 
compiler is a business man, who was governed in his 
selection by a professional eye, or whether the effectual 
prayer is oftenest born of temporal need, or whether 
the Lord is willing to snow to this banking generation 
that money is his plaything, what has given the pre
dominating character to the incidents of this volume 
remains a matter of study with us.

Second in number to miracles of this nature, miracles 
of healing are reported. Persons are delivered from 
bodily distresses and incapacities, and even mortal dis
eases by the prayer of faith.

Third in number, and diminishing to very few, are 
moral cures, salvation from bad habits, bad appetites, 
the love of rum, of tobacco, of sensual vice. These are 
the most interesting testimonies in the collection.

It is strange to a Communist that nobody thinks of 
praying to be cured of selfishness. The popular faith 
seems to be very weak or uneducated in this direction. 
Where is the witness of God’s power to cleanse the 
bosom of that “ perilous stuff ? ” Who can doubt that 
he would answer such a prayer if carried to him with 
the earnestness and perseverance that have proved so 
effectual in prayers for other things ? It is in the actual 
school of Community life that this earnestness is begot
ten, that the heart is educated and excited to hunger 
and thirst after righteousness with that intensity which 
makes prayer effectual.

We have marked several of the stories, but there are a 
hundred more just as good, and notwithstanding our 
criticism we are happy to commend the book as worth 
more than all the advertisements of patent medicines 
and all the Guides to Fortune that were ever put forth:

UA Poor Student Prays for Money.
“ I was a poor student in a Manual Labor Institute at the 

West. The month of February was our regular winter vaca
tion. We were privileged to keep our rooms and have board 
at one dollar a week. But I had absolutely no money. I 
was six hundred miles from my friends, and they were unable 
to furnish me with funds. I had no books for the new term, 
though these were a necessity if I went on with my class, 
and there was no work about the Institution, nor that I knew 
of in the neighborhood at that season. My case seemed an 
exceedingly bad one ; and I had no idea from where any help 
could come. So I went to my room in the third story, locked 
my door and carried my case to the Lord. It was a long, 
earnest, tearful cry for help from Him who alone seemed able

to give it. My prayer was answered. When I had been 
there I do not know how long, I heard footsteps in the empty 
hall, and in a moment a knock at my door. I wiped my 
eyes, and put myself into a presentable shape as soon as I 
could, and opened the door. A lad stood there who said: 
‘ A man wants to see you at the front door.’ Down the stairs 
I went, wondering who could want me, and what he could 
want me for. In the front yard was a man on a restless 
horse, who at once said : ‘We want you to teach our school 
for a month. The boys have driven out the female teacher. 
We want you to take them in hand, and we’ll give you fifteen 
dollars and your board.’ I said, ‘All right, I’ll be down 
there to-morrow morning.’ And then I went back to my room 
to thank God for hearing my prayer.”

“ ‘J Can't Stop to Pray.'
“A deacon living in a Berkshire town was requested to' 

give his prayers in behalf of a poor man with a large family 
who had broken his leg. ‘ I can’t stop now to pray,’ said 
the deacon (who was picking and barreling his early apples 
for the city market), ‘ but you can go down into the cellar 
and get some corned beef, salt pork, potatoes, and butter— 
that’s the best I can do.’ ”

‘ ‘ A Physical Impediment Removed.
“A clergyman, of great scholarship and genius, has told 

me of a remarkable answer to prayer, authenticated by three 
missionaries known to himself, who are personally acquainted 
with the facts:

“ ‘ A Prussian, the master of a hotel in India, was anxious 
to relinquish his large income, and labor as a missionary 
among the San til tribes. Objection was made to him on ac
count of an impediment in his speech which would render 
him, in speaking a foreign language, incapable of being un
derstood. Believing in the efficacy of prayer, he called to
gether his friends, specially to ask that his impediment might 
be removed. The next morning, he presented himself again 
at the Mission House—the impediment had gone! He was 
accepted, relinquished his business, and is now preaching 
the gospel to the Santils in their own tongue.’ ”

“yl Boy's Raith in Prayer.
“In a letter to Dr. W. W. Patton, by Mr. T. I. Goodwin, 

M. D., of Staten Island, he describes a little incident which 
happened to him when he was only thirteen years old :

“He lost a choice penknife while collecting and driving 
several cows from a pasture covered with grass two inches 
high. Having read Huntington’s Book of Faith, he thought 
of prayer, and in child-like trust he knelt under a tree, out
side the bars, and prayed for his lost treasure ; for he was a 
farmer’s boy, and his spending money amounted to only 
about fifty cents a year. ‘ I rose up, cast my eyes down on 
the ground, and without planning my course or making any 
estimate of probabilities, walked across the meadow centrally 
to near its farther edge, saw the penknife down in the grass 
directly before me, and picked it up as readily as I could 
have done had any one stood there pointing to the exact 
place. Had I gone ten feet to the right or left I could not 
have seen the knife, for the grass was too high.’ ”

“A Double Cure.
“ At the age of twelve years I commenced to use tobacco, 

and continued to use it both smoking and chewing, till five 
years ago, when in answer to prayer the appetite was in
stantly removed.

“ The circumstances were as follows: Iliad tried many 
ways to leave off the use of tobacco, but the appetite was so 
strong that I could not withstand it. At one time I left it 
off for a month, but not a day passed but I craved it, and 
when I did begin again it tasted as good as ever. I found 
that tobacco was injuring my health. My nervous system 
was much deranged.

“ For more than a year before I left it off there was scarce
ly a night but I lay for two or three hours, before I could go 
to sleep. I resolved a great many times I would leave off, 
but always failed. I had also acquired the habit of drinking, 
and became a confirmed drunkard.

“ I knew the habits were killing me, but I was powerless to 
stop. One evening a prayer-meeting was appointed at my 
house. The minister in his remarks spoke about habits, and 
said that religion would cure all bad habits, such as tobacco, 
etc., and that by prayer God would remove all evil appetites.

“ I thought but little about it that night; was very careless 
and trifling about it. The next morning I took out my to
bacco to take a chew, and thought of what the minister had 
said the night before. It was a new idea to me. I put the 
tobacco in my pocket again, and said, I'll try it.'

PI teas alone in my barn ; I kneeled down and asked Cod. 
to remove the appetite from me. It was done. I was cured,
I felt it. I knew it then. I have never had a desire for it 
since. There has been no hankering for it or for strong- 
drink since. My sins were all forgiven, and I was made a 
new man all over, inside and outside.

‘ ‘ When I go into company where they are smoking, I have 
no desire for it at all, neither have I for drinking, any more 
than if I had never had those habits. My nervous difficulty 
was also instantly cured. No more trouble about sleeping, 
and I know that Jesus can heal and remove and destroy all 
evil habits.”
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THE BE 8 UR BE GTION.

BY J. E. G-OODSON.

I.
Rise, Son of Time, forsake thy tomb ;
No longer dwell midst sin and gloom ;
For thee immortal youth shall bloom.

ix.
Arise and soar, make no delay ;
Thy sins and fears cast far away;
The morn hath come to light thy way.

in.
The illustrious morn so oft foretold,
No sin, no sorrow more shall hold,
Thy soul, all cleansed, made pure as gold.

IV.

Ah, more than mortal tongue can tell 
What love, what peace shall in thee dwell; 
So free from aught that could rebel.

v.
Thy weary heart, thy aching head,
To living fountains shall be led,
And ever feast on living bread.

VI.

Eternal rest remains for thee,
Eternal blest activity;
And God-born Immortality.

117/AT A BRAVE WOMAN DID.

From The Boston Transcript.
In a recent letter to the Baltimore American, Jennie June 

wrote a plaintive “ true story” of what a woman did. I have 
one to match it. Two or three years ago, an aged mother 
gave her daughter several thousand dollars to invest for her 
in some safe and productive securities. By the advice of a 
friend in Wall Street, the daughter was led to purchase 
certain West Virginia railway bonds. This proved to be a 
fatal mistake, for in a few months the stock became worth
less and the little fortune was lost! As soon as the daughter 
received the news, she determined by her own exertions to 
replace every cent of her mother’s money, and never let the 
dear old lady know that it had been lost. She did this with 
her pen, working early and late, denying herself, scouring 
the city and country for information. And she accomplished 
the task just as Harriet Martineau forced success from the 
most adverse circumstances. That woman was “Jennie 
June” Oroly herself.

Here comes President Hayes in the footsteps of Mr. Lin
coln, with his “little story.” He says his present embarrass
ments remind him of Mrs. Hayes’ dilemma when she first 
went to housekeeping. There was a large family, and when 
the eggs were brought in to breakfast, one complained that 
they were boiled too hard, another that they were too soft, 
and another thought they should only be warmed through. 
This went on for several days, till at last Mrs. Hayes got 
tired, and summoning the farm boy, said: “John we’ve had 
enough eggs this season; set the hens.” “Now,” adds the 
President, “that’s just the way with my policy ; it’s too hard 
for some, and it’s too soft for others, and what bothers me is 
how to set the hens.”—Illustrated Weekly.

JAOULA PRJJDENTUM.

SELECTED EBOM GEOBCKE HERBEBl’s COLLECTION.

He begins to die that quits his desires.
A cheerful look makes a dish a feast.
Never had ill workman good tools.
He that will learn to pray, let him go to sea.
A fair wife and a frontier castle breed quarrels.
Keep good company and you shall be of the number.
The mill gets by going.
Better to be blind than see ill.
Slander is a shipwreck by a dry tempest.
Play with a fool at home and he will play with you in the 

market.
The mill can not grind with water that’s past.
In a great river great fish are found, but take heed lest 

you be drowned.
God heals and the physician hath the thanks.
Whether you boil snow or pound it, you can have but 

water of it.
He that stays doth the business.
I wept when I was born and every day shows why.
The ill that com.es out of our mouth falls into our bosom. 
One grain fills not a sack, but helps his fellows.
It is a great victory that comes without blood.
In war, hunting and love, men for one pleasure a thousand 

griefs prove.
Fine dressing is a foul house swept before the doors.
I had rather ride an ass that carries me than a horse that 

throws me.
It costs more to do ill than to do well.
He is not poor that hath little, but he that desireth much.

ITEMS OF NEWS.

HOME.

The seventeen-year locust is the Cicada septendecim.
A Home for Inebriates is about to be opened in New York 

city.
When do.es an Irishman become a Patagonian ? Give it 

up ?
Secretary M’Crary won’t make any mistakes about post- 

traderships.
The grasshopper is quite poorly this year. He isn’t him

self at all.
The Rev. 0. B. Frothingham is going to write a life of 

Gerrit Smith.
We have just shipped our first lot of pig iron to Europe ;

. it went to Belgium.
The man who began to write a Diary of the War has shut 

up his desk and gone a-fishing.
There are some nine or ten railways a-building in the 

United States, dull as the times are.
United States Government Bonds go up in England while 

United States railway stocks go down.
A Mr. Shaw has invented a nozzle to stop the noise of 

steamboats letting off steam. Bless him.
M. Jablockoff is not a burglar—he is the inventor of some 

electric candles which are coming into notice.
The President says there is no use in talking about money 

till he gets ready to say something to Congress.
Pie is what makes so many half-dead folks in New Eng

land, and so many wholly dead ones in Hades.
Peter B. Sweeney has got out of it, and been white

washed, by paying $400,000 out of his brother’s estate.
The New York Central and Hudson River Railroad has 

stoiiped the sale of liquors in all of its saloons and stations.
Here we are—40,000,000 of us, thinks Secretary Evarts. 

You ought to understand that we are one of the great na
tions, now.

Susan E. Dickinson says that large numbers of people are 
leaving the coal regions of Pennsylvania and making homes 
at the West.

The Harper establishment is now conducted by ten Har
pers. Joseph Wesley Harper, Jr., is the actual head of the 
great concern.

Great fires in Bridgeport, Boston and Galveston—from 
$2,000,000 to $8,000,000 worth of property were destroyed 
in the latter city.

Prof. Swing says the Calvinistic theology has passed its 
zenith. . Oh that’s nothing ; it is the Calvinistic hell that we 
are anxious about.

The Deadwood people are showing a lump of retort gold 
weighing 147 ounces and valued at $2,450. It was the result 
of one day’s stamping of ores from the mine at Gayville.

General Miles, on the 7th hast., surprised an Indian village 
of 510 lodges near Tongue River, and captured nearly every 
thing except the Indians. He took 500 horses and mules, 
alone.

General Butler has been throwing mud at Wayne McVeigh, 
and Wayne McVeigh has been shying stones at General 
Butler. The gamins say the stones hit better than the 
mud.

Whether to spank or not to spank; that is the question 
with the Bored of Education. Keep some good spanks on 
hand, but don’t use them too freely. Familiarity breeds con
tempt.

Judge Wright, of South Carolina, has been impeached, 
’cause he is black and gets right boozy. He tried to say 
“truly rural,” and got it “rooly trooral,” and had to go 
down one.

Henry Ward Beecher is said to have cleared $40,000 by 
lecturing last winter. It is thought that he will be able 
to keep on farming awhile if he gets up early and is saving 
in little things.

Mr. Flipper, the black cadet, is a very steady-going man. 
He will be graduated soon as a second Lieutenant of Cavalry. 
The white cadets didn’t know him. He has had four years 
of hard study and solitude.

The politicians of Ohio are trying to rally the people by 
clinking the silver dollars. Hope they will do it. Dollars 
used to be handy in more places than in the nursery for 
babies to cut their teeth on.

Francis Murphy has to whisper that he has used up his 
throat and can not lecture. Francis, think in this hour of 
depression, how you will be tempted to wet your whistle. 
If you do, you are gone forever!

The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railroads are 
going to put on a fast train which will make the run from 
Chicago to New York in twenty-eight hours and thirty min
utes. ■ For the distance this is the best time ever made.

Richard Grant White is one on the Committee to reduce 
the number of employe's in the New York Custom House. 
Perhaps he can do something to remove (‘ bones ” and ‘ ‘ hatch
ets ” from the language and practice of that institution.

There is still some uneasiness among the Gentiles in Utah. 
Gen. Crook encouraged them by saying that it was probable 
that some of his troops would soon be relieved from Indian 
fighting and return to their headquarters at Salt Lake City.

A lawyer calls attention in the Graphic to the extortionate 
fees of lawyers. He mentions two foreclosures of mort
gages; one of $1,045, where the fees and incidentals were 
$193; another of $1,100 where the expense was $306,98.

The Attorney General of Utah, has been in Washington to 
talk about the Mormon business. He confirms the reported 
attempt to assassinate Mr. Stillson, also the report that the 
Nauvoo Legion is drilling regularly. It is quite likely that 
the Mormon suits will have to go gently for awhile.

A New York correspondent thus describes a certain New 
York editor: “Fie is an odd creature, full of talent and cul
ture—a man of good impulses and no moral convictions; an 
intellectual epicurean of elastic, self-indulgent habits; a 
latitudinarian in ethics and philosophy, totally disencum
bered of any notions of duty or conformation to the canons 
and customs of society.” What did you want to make him 
such a Devil-fish as that for ? Think we must take notice 
how he swims round in his paper ?

Simon Sterne lately delivered an address On the 11 Govern

ment of Cities” before the Political Science Association. He 
thinks that a city is a kind of business corporation and ought 
to be conducted on business principles. The men who have 
the most money in the concern ought to have the most 
influence at the election of directors.

I tell you what, old ’orse, if you are keeping any unsubdued 
passion about you, or appetite for oats, there will come into 
your pasture by and by a man with a bridle on his arm, or a 
woman with a halter under her apron, it doesn’t matter which, 
and first you know you will be baited, and caught and 
tackled into a cart to draw bones to a soap-factory.

Miss Joanna Farnham, an old lady of eighty, who died 
lately at the American House in Boston, where she had long- 
been housekeeper, left $3,000 worth of fine clothes and 
jewels locked up in trunks here and there, while she always 
went around in the plainest of garments. She probably in
tended to be a little more dressy when her youth began to 
fade, but she died too young to carry her plan into execution.

FOREIGN.

Cleopatra’s needle has lost its point.
Russia says “ I want to take Constantinople, but I won’t 

keep it long.”
The Pope’s Jubilee brought him $1,248,650 in presents 

from the faithful.
The Russians have had their nooning on the Danube and 

now they are going to work again.
England thinks she will have to buy out the Turks in 

Egypt and sit down by that canal.
They have got the debdckle at Constantinople—will have it 

bad if Mukhter Pasha can’t do better.
Oh, the Turks they can’t win! That is the stone which 

weighs down on the midriff of Europe.
Calcutta exported 20,000,000 pounds of tea in 1876. China 

no longer has a monopoly of that trade.
The Republican leaders of France are represented as being- 

cool and steady men and no demagogues.
Ivan III., the first Autocrat of Russia, began business in 

1462 with a territory of only 11,000 square miles.
Great Britain and Ireland took 477,598 tons of American 

beef in January, February and March, valued at £1,273,232.
Ali Said, the Turkish commander at Scutari, is aiming for 

Danilograd. If that is so, Daniel O’Grady and the Irish had 
better keep out of the way.

Travelers going out of Canada into the States can have 
their baggage examined by the United States Inspectors in 
Montreal, instead of at the line.

The Russian medical and hospital arrangements for the 
care of the sick and wounded are said to be excellent, while 
those of the Turks are miserable indeed.

The Montenegrins are fighting against enormous odds. 
The Turks are said to have 35,000 men in the field. The re
ports of battles there are very conflicting.

Russia thought it would be a good war measure to hold up 
her hands a moment and say to England, “ See, it is all 
fair—we are not trying to do any more than we said we 
would.”

The Czar has reached Ploiesti near Bucharest, and he 
wants to have some Russian policemen in Roumania before 
he can feel at home and sleep well. They are going to fix 
it for him.

The French are trying to play Parliament as the English 
do, but they don’t quite do it—haven’t been at work at it so 
long. M. Simon wasn’t the leader of his Parliament just in 
the same sense that Beaconsfield is the leader of his English 
Parliament, and that circumstance gave MacMahon the 
advantage.

Gortschakoff’s note to Lord Derby is quite pacific and 
calculated to set England at rest in respect to Constantinople 
and the Dardanelles, the Suez Canal and the Persian Gulf. 
It disclaims any intention of meddling with the Canal, and 
it makes a point that the Dardanelles should not be in the 
exclusive keeping of any one power, but should be regulated 
by international agreement.

The ritualists have had a set-back in England. The 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has decided that 
the parochial clergy shall wear no other vesture than 
the surplice at communion. They shall not use the bread- 
wafer : they shall not turn their backs to the congregation : 
and they shall not put a crucifix on the screen between the 
nave and chancel. If religion is going to be struck at in 
that way, we want to know how men are going to be honest 
when they measure onions.

The Russians on the Danube are represented as being 
strongly fortified at Galatz and its vacinity and as prepared 
for defensive rather than for offensive measures. Their main 
forces are opposite Rustchuck and points further up the 
river, while a strong army is kept at Kalafat. The Roumani
an railways have been put under the military and Bucharest 
has been declared in a state of siege. The feeling is that an 
attempt will soon be made to cross the Danube. In fact an 
attempt is already rumoured. Things look as if Russia had 
been perfecting her arangements while she was pacifying 
Europe with her diplomatic notes.

The Czar is going to take command of his army on the 
Danube, because the Grand Duke Nicholas, and General 
Nepokoitschitzky, his Chief of Staff, can’t agree very well. 
Their disagreements come about in this way. The Grand 
Duke will get an idea in the night and jump up and run into 
the Chief’s tent to make a suggestion about something, and 
before he can say General Nepokoitschitzky correctly he 
either forgets what he had to say, or else he makes Nepo
koitschitzky mad with his blunders. The fact is, when a 
man has a good and elaborately constructed name there is 
nothing that will fret him sooner than to have it clipped and 
slurred over in pronunciation.

The military operations in Armenia seem to consist of 
marching and maneuvering rather than in hard fighting. 
The Russians, although they have not yet taken Kars and 
Batoum, have pressed steadily forward and pushed the Turk
ish line backward till its center is now at Erzeroum, which 
Mukhtar Pasha is preparing to defend from some position to 
the west. The Russians who were last at Olti are now re
ported to be at Ispir, only 40 miles from Erzeroum and the 
same distance from Baiburt on the road from Erzeroum to 
Trebizond. This looks as if the Turks would soon be 
obliged to make a stand to protect their communication with 
the Black Sea. The Russian column from Bayazid is not re
ported farther west than Teprak Kaleh.
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EARLE’S HOTEL
Cor. Canal & Centre Streets, near Broadway

Nero-Work.
First class accommodation for 400 Guests.

Acknowledged the best hotel in the city 
for the price.

Room & Board Reduced to $2.50 per day.
Newly aM HaMsomely FurnisM & Decorate!

Located convenient to business cfc places of amusements.

Cars from all Depots pass the door.

EARLE BROS. Proprietors.

THE FAMILY FAVOEITE

SEWING MACHINES.
Light running'. Well made.

Easy to learn. Durable.

Will do any kind of work with but few changes, and 
require no adjusting or instruction.

THE GENERAL FAVORITE 
Sewing Machines.

Tailors, Mioemakers, Saddlers,
And Manufacturers generally pronounce 

them to be the

BEST 11ST THE WOE EE.
Send for Circular and Price List to the

WEED SEWING MACHINE COMPANY,
26 UNION SQUARE, New-York.

SI1TH06RAPHY!
Probably no invention 

has created such a sen
sation, or met with the 
approval of the press and 
public, so much as this 
Beautiful and Fascinat
ing Art. It is so simple 
that children only 8 years 
old have learned from 
the printed instructions. 
Maps, Engravings, Pho
tographs, Letters, Music, 
Monograms, Embroidery, 
Patterns, &c., may be ac
curately enlarged to any 
size. Complete outfit for 
Shading, Painting and 
Crayoning together with 
the instrument, by mail, 
only $1 25. Many who 
ordered outfits a few 
months ago, are coining 
money fast by teaching 

the Art of enlarging Photographs. Over 100,000 
sold during the Centennial Buy no instrument 
unless stamped Smithograph Manf’g Co. Instrument 
alone by mail only 50 cents. Pull particulars free. 

Address,
L. LLM SMITH,

136 N. Eighth St, Phil., Pa. proprietor.

MILLER’S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West ‘ZCth-st., New-York.

A Safe, Sure and Cheap Destroyer of the

POTATO -VSbO JUO, CABBA&E
CURRANT Worms ° gs and otl,er InEects ismi PE5Ts^HfrC!P0IS8N.
Unlike PARIS GREEN it dissolves in water,
and is sprinkled. Sure death. No danger to plants, or in using. 
Costs ‘25 cents an acre. Sample mailed for 30 cents (1-4 lb. box.) Send 
for Circular with hundreds of testimonials Discount to the trade.

KEARNEY CHEMICAL WORKS, P. O. Box 3139.
66 Cortlandt St., New York City*

For Sale by B, NICHOLS DYER, Oneida, N. Y.

Agents’ Directory.
Entered according to Act of Congress, 1877.

WhWVJ] for in tlie second issue, the
W ilil iijiJ permanent address of every Agent, Can
vasser and Traveling Salesman in the United States 
and Canadas. For full particulars send stamp (noth
ing free) for a copy of

The Agents5 Herald!
A G4 column 18 page paper, subscription only 50 cents 
a year, circulation over 20,000, and rapidly increasing. 
It” reaches more LIVE AGENTS than any other 
paper published in this country. It gives general in
formation and instructions to Agents. Tells who 
want Agents and what for. Whether for New Inven
tions, Patents, Novelties, Toys, Subscription Books, 
Papers, Magazines, Patent Medicines, &c.

No humbugs advertised in its columns. None but 
honorable Firms admitted. Over 100 persons adver
tising for Agents in last month’s issue. Agents 
Wanted!

Advertising rates made known on application by

I.. I.UM SMITH, Publisher.
136 N. Eighik St. Philadelphia, Pa.

SOCIALISTIC LITBKATUEE,
The following publications will be sent from 

the office of the Amebican Socialist by 
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price :

HISTORY OF

AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.
BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This volume gives a clear account of the Commu
nistic experiments of the past, showing the causes of 
their success or failure. It describes Owen’s Com
munity, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s Community, 
the French School and the Enthusiasts of 1843, the 
Fourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern Times, the 
Broctonian Kespirationists, the Kappites, the Zoar- 
ites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community, etc., etc.

“ Few books more interesting than this have been 
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes’s history 
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid 
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He 
points out the difference between the Owenites and 
Fourierites—the Revivalists and Socialists—the Bible 
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable 
discrimination and vigor.”—N. Y. Weekly Times.

“A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and 
in its treatment. It is the first and only attempt 
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of, 
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of 
Social Science will find In Mr. Noyes’s book altogether 
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the 
subj ect. ”—Independent.

“A more interesting record can hardly be conceived. 
* * * It is a valuable contribution to the social and 
religious history of our country, and gives important 
information that may be looked for in vain elsewhere.” 
—Hearth and Home.

[From the Boston Radical.]
“ This is a thoroughly admirable and exceedingly 

valuable book. We have read it carefully, with the 
utmost interest from beginning to end, and most 
heartily recommend it to any who may wish informa
tion concerning a very important movement and 
epoch in the history of this country and, indeed of 
the world. It is unique as well as excellent. We 
know of no other comprehensive or easily accessible 
source of the facts of the socialistic movements in the 
United States here collected. And the work is not 
only a narrative, interesting as it is in this respect; 
it is also a well-digested, philosophical analysis of the 
relations of the different movements, and of the chief 
principles of socialism in general, as proved to be es
sential by the experience already had. The author 
divides the socialistic history of this country into two 
main epochs, and a transitional period between them. 
These epochs, - centered respectively in Owen and 
Fourier. The history of these epochs and of the 
Communities which were their practical experiments 
is minutely traced ; and the relations between them, 
the causes of failure, the general results, the relations 
of Socialism and Revivalism, the fraternization of 
Owenism and Fourierism with Swedenborgianism, 
the relations sustained between Socialism and Spir
itualism, the literary history of the movements, and 
finally, Socialism in its relations to marriage, are dis
cussed from the point of view of the historical facts, 
in a masterly manner, it seems to us, and in a style 
charming both by its clearness and enthusiasm.”

The History of American Socialisms
Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound 

in cloth. Price, $3.00.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con
dition, Internal Economy and Religious and Social 
Principles. 8vo., 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John
Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages. 
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING, or a
dinner without meat. By Harriet H. Skinner. 
16 mo, 50 pages. Price, 25 cts.

SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OE
Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An 
8vo, pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts.
A discussion of the practical basis of Christian Life 

and Socialism.
Contents.—I. Holiness the principal Object of 

the Atonement. II. The Sins of the Old Testamen- 
Saints Irrelevant. III. The Sins of Christ’s Disci, 
pies during his Personal Ministry Irrelevant. IV. 
The Sins of Believers during the Apostolic Age Ir
relevant. V. Holiness actually attained by some in 
the Apostolic Age. VI. Paul an Example of Salva
tion from Sin. VII. Miscellaneous Objections to 
the Doctrine of Salvation from Sin. VIII. Christian 
Faith—the Act by which Salvation from Sin is At
tained. IX. Characteristics of the Spiritual Man.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Community in “New 
America,” “ Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

MUTUAL CBITICISM. What it is, and How
it works. 16 mo, 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
Contents.—Origin of Mutual Criticism. Its De

velopment in the Oneida Community. Theoretical 
View of Criticism of Character. How to Give Criti
cism. How to Receive Criticism. Illustrations of 
Mutual Criticism. Historical and Hygienic Criti
cism. Relations of Criticism to Communism. Shall 
Criticism become General ?

“ This little book deserves to be received as an in
valuable contribution to psychological knowledge.”

—Galaxy Magazine.
“Persons interested in a real Social Science could 

not do better than to read this suggestive little vol
ume.”—N. Y. Daily Graphic.

BACK VOLUMES OF THE “ONEIDA
Circular,” unbound. Price, $1.00 per volume of 52 
numbers, post-paid.
These volumes contain a “Community Journal,” 

descriptive of life in the Oneida and Wallingford Com
munities, as a special department in each number. 
By reading these items, persons can form in their 
minds more accurate conceptions of home life in large 
Communities. The volumes also contain much other 
interesting reading matter which can not be found

SOCIALISTIC LITERATURE.
(Continued.)

elsewhere. Orders should be sent in promptly, as 
the number of these volumes remaining is quite 
limited.

HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.
358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.
Invaluable to students of Social and Religious 

Science. Reveals the afflatus of New Testamen- 
Christianlty, and the conditions of successful Christ 
tian Communism. Tells how to get a pure heart, live 
a pure life, and prepare individuals for social organi
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt 
of price.

“ This volume gives a phase of Oneida Community 
life not presented by the ordinary letters and de
scriptions. It is a collection of informal Talks by 
Mr. Noyes, given at different times and places, most
ly in parlors, to small groups of admirers and disci
ples, who treasured his words and have made a re
port of them for publication, Mr. Noyes simply cor
recting the sheets. The Talks have the directness 
and simplicity of conversation without its rambling 
and diffusiveness. They have points. They say 
things clearly, concisely, and in vigorous Saxon 
terms. Moreover, they abound in common sense. 
They have a tone of the healthiest and most sub- 
tantial realism running through them all.”—N. Y. 
Daily Graphic.

IS?“Messbs. Tkubner & Company, Booksellers, 
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, England, have the 
“ History of American Socialisms,J’ the “ Trapper’s 
Guide,” and the u Hand-Book of the O. C.,” for sale. 
They will receive subscrijotions for the American So
cialist and orders for the other publications of the 
Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,
Oneida, N. Y.

A BOOK FOR THE TRAPPER, HUNTER 
AND FARMER.

THE TRAPPER’S GUIDE. BY SEWELL
NEWHOUSE and other Trappers and Sportsmen.
Sixth edition. 8vo. 216 pp. Price $1.50
This book contains 32 full-page illustrations of Ani

mals, Forest Life, etc., and numerous woodcuts of 
Traps and trapper’s appliances. It tells how to trap 
all kinds of fur-bearing animals, how to cure their 
skins, how to live in the Woods, how to build Boats, 
how to catch fish in Winter, how to destroy the pests 
of the Farm and Poultry yard, how to hunt Deer, 
Buffalo and other game. It gives Narratives of the 
Exploits and Experiences of Trappers and Sportsmen, 
old and young. It tells where the best Traps are 
made.

A UNIQUE BOOK.
FOOT NOTES ; OR WALKING AS A FINE

Art. By Alfred Barron. Large 16mo. 330 pages.
Cloth, $1.50. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.
“One of the most charming and fascinating volumes 

published in the country since the death of Thoreau.” 
—Boston Transcript. “ A bit of rural gossip worthy 
the pen of Ik Marvel.”—N. Y. Evening Post. “Re
plete with interest.”—Golden Age. “ A racy and sug
gestive book.”—Boston Advertiser. “ A uniquely in
teresting volume.”—Boston Times. A delightful vol
ume ; and shows how rich may be the discoveries of 
an observing and cultivated mind in the common- 
walks of life, and what a charm a simple and attrac
tive style can throw about them.”—Zion’s Herald. 
“ All lovers of nature can take it home with full con
fidence of many hours of delight.”—Boston Common
wealth. “ The poetry of pedestrianism. All who 
delight in outdoor life will find great enjoyment in 
this book.”—Congregationalist. “ Descriptions of 
natural scenes and homely incidents are given with 
the exquisite tact of true poetry.”—Advance. “It 
has the smell of pine woods and clover fields in its 
pages.”—Daily Graphic. “ These papers have a deli
cate and delightful flavor which is extremely attrac
tive.”—N. Y. Evening Mail. “ There are some parts 
of this book of whose charm quotations will give no 
idea. Such are those chapters which tell of ‘ The Old 
Pasture,’ ‘The Old House,’ ‘ Dirt’—a unique essay— 
‘Back Neighborhoods,’and ‘ Night-Walking.’”—New 
Haven Palladium.

Published by the
WALLINGFORD PRINTING CO., 

Wallingford, Conn.
For sale at the office of

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST,
Oneida, n. y.

VIEWS OF THE
ONEIDA COMMUNITY.

Any of the following photographic views 
will be sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of 
price:

PRICE list.
Birds-eye View of Dwellings looking West; on

mounts 17 x 21 inches, . . . $1 75
Quadrangle and Group ; same size, . . 1 75
South and East Fronts of Mansion ; on mounts

11x14, each, . . . . 1 00
East, South and West Fronts of Mansion,

“ Seminary ” Building, Fruit “Works, Trap 
and Silk Works, and Cattle Barns; on 
mounts 10 x 12, each, . . 0 75

Cabinet Views of the same, together with Groups 
of Women, Groups of Children, Portrait of 
J. H. Noyes, View of Business-Office, and 
six different Views of the surrounding coun
try taken from the North Tower of the Man
sion building, each . . . 0 40

Stereographs, per dozen, . . . . 3 00

Address, D. E. SMITH, Photographer.
Oneida Community, N. Y.

LUXURY ON THE RAIL.
THE DIFFERENCE.

We have been frequently asked : “ What is the dif
ference between a railroad dining car and a Pullman 
Hotel car ? ” That there is a vast difference is well 
known by those who have had occasion to use either ; 
but the untraveled public are not fully advised 
as to the points of difference. The old-fashioned 
railroad eating-house is, alas ! too well known ; its 
peculiar, hastily-eaten meals have been partaken of 
by too many thousands to be forgotten. . The dining- 
car, then, is this well-known eating-house placed on 
wheels, attached to the train at the usual meal hours, 
and hauled along for thirty, forty or sixty miles, until 
the meal has been served, when it is set off on a side
track, and is by the next train hauled back to its 
starting point, and so it runs a few miles for each 
meal To get meals in this car the passenger has to 
work his way through the train while it is under full 
motion—pass from car to car, running the risks of 
falling between the platforms, and finally finding 
the car at the rear of the train. Then comes the 
meal, which must be hurried through with to give 
chance for other hungry passengers to take your 
place, and you must force your way back to your seat, 
and again run the risks of your platform passage 
while the train is at fml speed. In such cars you pay 
seventy-five cents for each meal, even if you take or 
need only a cup of coffee and a cracker. Bear in 
mind in no case do these dining cars accompany the 
train from starting point to destination. They are 
always “ cut off” and taken on as we have described. 
With the Pullman Hotel car the ease is different in 
every respect. These cars are sixty to sixty-six feet 
long, have sixteen wheels under each, are built 
strong, so as to insure steady, quiet running, without 
the usual unpleasant side motion. Each Hotel car 
contains, in the order named, the following compart
ments :

1st. A eosy, neat and clean little kitchen, fitted up 
with a range, an ice and meat box, rows of shelves 
covered with bright silver and brighter glass ware, 
and all the appliances needed for preparing a sumptu
ous meal.

2nd. A compact China and glass closet, in which 
is kept the table ware and table linen, cutlery, etc.

3rd. A passage way, cutting off the kitchen and 
China closet from the rest of the car, and forming an 
air-chamber to prevent the smell of the cooking 
victuals from reaching the saloon portion of the car.

4th. The grand saloon. This is fitted up with 
twelve, fourteen or sixteen sections, with space for 
tables between each, and in these the meals are 
served. You, while on this car, own the space 
you occupy as much as you do your room at home, 
and no one can hurry you while at meals, nor are you 
forced to give it up to allow any other person to 
occupy it. At night as if by magic, this saloon is 
changed into a boudoir, and here you couch is pre
pared, and here you rest yourself isolated, and as 
separated from your fellow-travelers as you would be 
in your own bed-chamber.

5th. An elegant drawing-room, with room for six 
or eight persons. This is found alone in these mag
nificent cars. In it you and your family or party of 
friends may be secluded as you please, or you can 
slide open the end and have the company of those in 
the grand saloon.

6th. Charmingly-arranged lavatories are parti
tioned off and arranged in two distinct compart
ments for the separate use of ladies and gentlemen. 
These lavatories are supplied with pure water, clean 
towels, combs, brushes, and in fact, every thing the 
most dainty may desire for the perfect performance 
of an elaborate toilet.

7th. then follow conductor’s and porters’ rooms, 
linen closets, etc., etc.

It will thus be seen that this car is, as its name im
plies, a perfect modern hotel, with all of its appliances 
and comforts complete. This car is taken on at the 
commencement of the journey, and is part of the 
train to its destination. In it you get your sleeping- 
compartments and your meal accommodations, while 
neither encroach upon the other. Envious dining-car 
employees, who are paid to decry this form of Hotel 
car, can not, with any thing like truth on their side, 
give any valid or conclusive reasons for preferring 
the dining to the Hotel car, and they only chatter in 
favor of their dining car because they are paid to do 
so. These Hotel cars have run from New York to 
San Francisco and back with the Emperor Dom 
Pedro—with Jarrett & Palmer’s party, that traveled 
at almost lightning speed—with many a party of Cali
fornia bonanza kings; and all join in pledging their 
honor that the cars are incomparable.

Two lines of these celebrated cars run between 
New York and Chicago, and one line only between 
Chicago and Omaha. It may be needless to say that 
this last-named line runs over the steel track of the 
Chicago & North-Western Railway. That 
these cars are attracting a large share of the California 
travel, both ways, might easily be conjectured. Any 
road deserves to be patronized that is enterprising 
enough io give the traveling public such facilities as 
are freely tendered by the Chicago & North- 
Western Railway on its California line.

W e have neglected to say that, in these Hotel cars, 
the meals are a la carte—you pay for what you get, 
and nothing more; and this at very reasonable rates.

—The Tribune, April Ith, ’77.

Frank Leslie’s Sunday Magazine.—This 
beautiful work, conducted by the Rev. Charles Force 
Deens, is one of the happiest efforts of its favored 
publisher, and is the only Sunday Magazine published 
in America. With the July Number, which is now 
ready, it enters upon its second volume. The July 
Number is a prize ; its pages, which are 128, and 
which (as usual) contain about 100 charming illustra
tions, including an elegant chromo frontispiece, are 
filled with matter of the most elevating and instruc
tive kind—full of sunshine. Prominent among the 
many good things therein contained we notice particu
larly “ St, Paul, the Apostle,” by Rev. Lyman Abbott, 
illustrated with numerous fine engravings, including 
a very good map; “ Another Iscariot,” a good story 
in three chapters; “The Remembered Voice,” a 
story of Russia: Paragraphs of Science and Natural 
History, etc., etc. To those of our readers who love 
the good, the true and the beautiful, we say, Sub
scribe. $3 will secure a copy of this valuable Maga
zine by mail, postpaid for one year, and 75 cents will 
purchase a handsome binding-case, with title-page, 
etc., of the volume just completed, by addressing 
Frank Leslie, 537 Pearl Street, New,York.

English. Brussels, Three Ely and Ingrain, also Stair 
Carpets, V el vet Engs, Crum. Cloths, Oil Cloths, etc., 
very cheap at the Old Elace.

112 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.
Carpets carefully packed and sent to any part ©f tlie 

United States free of charge.
8®” SEND FOR PRICE LIST.-^a J. A. BENDALL.


