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EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITIES.

XI.

We have compared the building of a Community to
the construction of a railroad, and shown that a Com-
munity rightly begun can build itself, just as a railroad
can after its first mile is made and an engine and con-
struction-train are put upon it. But our comparison
need not end here. In their practical working, the two
institutions have many things in common; and we may
get excellent hints for harmonizing the various busi-
nesses and internal relations of a Community by
studying the regulations which experience has taught
railroad companies.

We observe, in the first place, that it is of the highest
importance that the different parts of a railroad organi-
zation should not interfere and embarrass one another.
Every man must understand his particular function and
so discharge it as to insure the harmony and effective-
ness of the organization. There must to this end be
thorough subordination—each recognizing his superior,
from the flag-man to the president—and complete
differentiation of all their functions. All this is true of
a Community. Again, besides subordination, differ-
entiation and a purpose on the part of all to work for
the best interest of a railroad, its superintendents, in
order to avoid collisions, confusion, unnecessary delays
etc., must have power to enforce many specific rules,
such as relate to the arrival and departure of trains, the
precedence of trains, their passing each other at definite
points, their rate of speed, etc., etc. ; otherwise there
would be unbearable confusion and inconvenience and
dangers multiplied a thousand-fold. Communities have
to institute many similar regulations, and empower
their superintendents to enforce them, in order to se-
cure good order and the harmony of all departments.

Collisions are to be absolutely avoided on a railroad.
No matter what the rules and rights of a conductor
may be, if he sees a collision threatening he is bound to
slacken the speed of his train or stop it or even make it
go backward. Whatever wrong he may suffer, or what-
ever the fault of the conductor of the opposing train,
the interests of the road must be protected from all
smash-ups. Just so in Communities: their harmony
and prosperity are paramount to all individual rights,
and those who have those interests most at heart will
most carefully avoid collisions, sacrificing, if need be,
their own personal interests and rights. And here it
may be remarked, that a collision in a Community is a
more serious matter than one in a small family, just as a
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collision on arailroad is more serious than one occurring
on a common road. The destruction in both cases is
determined by the momentum of the colliding bodies,
which is measured by the product of their weight and
velocity. The velocity of a moving train is much
greater than that of a carriage as commonly driven, and
between the weight of the two bodies there is an enor-
mous difference ; and it is no wonder that the results of
collisions in the one case are so much greater than in
the other. So, too, the forces called into play by the
close association of Community life are great as com-
pared with those of the ordinary family, and acquire a
tremendous momentum; and a collision which is of
such a nature as to enlist the interest of the entire Com-
munity, may be as disastrous as that between two rail-
road trains. Then, further, it is to be observed, that a
principal cause of the liability to railroad collisions is
that the trains are confined to one or two sets of rails,
instead of having a broad surface to travel on, as com-
mon teams have. The liability to collisions in Com-
munities arises from a similar cause, on account of the
closeness and complexity of the way of living. Still it
is possible to avoid collisions in the one case as in the
other ; and these simple rules will go far toward secur-
ing this result

1. Thoroughly understand what trains have the
““right of way ” in preference to yours, and carefully
keep your true place on the line according to directions.

2. Go slowly whenever and wherever directions fail
and collisions are possible.

3. Get by heart this important principle, that the
interests of the road must be kept supreme over all indi-
vidual interests, claims, rights, etc.

Properly-constructed and well-equipped railroads,
with such regulations, may reduce collisions to the
minimum, and the same is true of rightly-organized
Communities. First secure the right kind of material;
second, the true spirit of organization, and then adopt
such regulations as will secure thorough subordination
and thorough faithfulness to the general interest; and
Communities may be evolved to any extent. Speed the
work!

DON'T STOP THE TRAIN!

The Sociological philosophers are truly discouraging.
Spencer does not recognize the possibility of rapid
changes in society. Humanity, he says, has reached its
present anarchic condition by ages of evolution. It will
take other ages to make man an altruistic being, fit for a
scientific form of society. Permanent changes in social
conditions can be effected only by processes similar to
those by which light falling on a crystal can change its
molecular arrangement. ““Before a unit of ponderable
matter can have its rhythmical movements so increased
by successive etherial waves, as to be detached from its
combination and arranged in another way, millions of
such etherial waves must successively make infinitesimal
additions to its motion. Similarly, before there arise in
human nature and human institutions changes having
that permanence which makes them an acquired in-
heritance for the human race, there must go innumer-
able recurrencies of the thoughts and feelings and
actions conducive to such changes. The process can
not be abridged, and must be gone through with due
patience.”

Fourier, or at least Brisbane, his chief apostle, also
discourages all present hope of realizing the glories of
the new order of society they so eloquently describe.
Generations must pass before any one will enter the
promised land. Nothing can be done until the laws of
social organization are understood; but nothing has
been developed in Social Science since Fourier’s time ;
and “ the only men who have undertaken to elaborate a
regular system based on principles are Comte ancl
Spencer; and their theories are worthless.” The system
of St. Simon was the creation of his own brain, artificial
and arbitrary, and doomed like all of its kind. The
other systems that have been elaborated, like Owen’s in
England and Cabet's in France, ““are all empirical
creations of the human mind, speculating upon the vast
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problem of society without commensurate guide—with-
out chart or compass.” Past experiments count for
nothing; future experiments will only end in failure
unless those engaged in them understand and embody
the laws discovered by Fourier—laws of which the
thousands who were deluded into Associations and
Phalanxes thirty years ago were totally ignorant, and
which the common mind seems unable to comprehend,
and which indeed can not be discovered by observation
and induction.

What a discouraging outlook ! How hopeless, in the
presence of such philosophers, seem all strivings after
new social conditions ; how foolish and Utopian all the
fair visions which have inspired the noblest souls of the
present and past generations | For our part, we are not
prepared to accept these dismal views as expressing the
whole truth. We do not believe the laws of social
harmony are so difficult of comprehension, nor that the
social progress of mankind is wholly explained by the
slow processes of evolution, nor that it is useless for the
present generation to expect to enter the promised
land. We are sure that they can at least begin to enter
it, and that it is right to encourage all men to travel
that way. We are in favor of moving cautiously on the
new railroad, but our philosophers would stop the train
altogether; for men require greater inducement to
action than they offer: they require the hope of im-
proving changes in their own condition or in that of others
not far removed. The old motto of the Harbinger
made men feel that the grand concert was about to
begin, and that they might take part in it: ““All
things at the present day stand provided and prepared,
and await the light. The ship is in the harbor; the
sails are swelling; the east wind blows ; let us weigh
anchor and put forth to sea!” We think this motto
more nearly expresses the truth than the philosophies
which discourage ail present hope. To-day, as at no
past day, “ all things stand provided and prepared ” for
social reorganization, and invite a forward movement.
By this we do not mean that the mass of mankind are
prepared for any close form of association, but that a
part of it is so prepared, and a larger part than at any
previous day.

And right here we will call attention to what appears
to us to be the grand defeit in the generalizations of
Spencer, Fourier and Brisbane. They are too sweeping,
too comprehensive. They do not make sufficient ac-
count of the different grades of development which
always obtain. Spencer shows conclusively that exist-
ing social institutions ‘‘are about as good as existing
human nature allows,” but he takes the average condi-
tion of human nature in a nation or class as the basis of
his reasoning. He admits that here and there organiza-
tions of a superior type have achieved encouraging
success, but the admission is only incidental, and does
not modify the general course of his argument. So
Fourier and Brisbane make little note of the transitional
and exceptional developments in society. Their divi-
sions and subdivisions are clean cut. Thus in the late
work on ““The Theory of Social Organization” four
phases of civilization are described; and the announce-
ment is made that humanity has already traversed the
third phase, and that it is about to enter the fourth
phase. The truth is that humanity, taken as a whole,
is in all the different stages of development at the same
time ; that all degrees of progress exist now in different
nations and different parts of the world, from the lowest
human-animalism up to the link that connects with
heaven. True, the whole chain is a unit and the upper
end can not move without moving all below it; but it
must not be forgotten that there is an upper end, and
that the most important question is, How far has it got
along? We see and know that it has got along far
enough to enter absolute Communism ; and this proves
that the degrees immediately below it are nearly ready
to enter Communism, for there is no break in the con-
nection. In fact, itis seen that link after link of the
chain is actually entering, or struggling to enter, the
various subordinate departments of Socialism, such as
cooperation, joint-stock association, etc. And even in
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respect to the lowest links of the chain, those reaching
clown to barbarism and animalism, their condition and
prospects are more encouraging than they would be if
they were alone, struggling up through long ages into
civilization; for their progress and future are deter-
mined in part at least by their connection with the
upper links of the chain. Japan, for example, has not
got to work out all the problems of civilization by
herself. That would take her thousands of years. But
she adopts off hand the institutions of Western nations,
and is likely to take steps in a single generation which
by the slow processes of evolution would have required
ages. This single illustration shows that the long-
periods of Spencer and Fourier may be jumped by the
lower degrees of civilization, if they are teachable and
receptive to the discoveries of the more advanced
degrees; and if they are not teachable and receptive
they will of course perish, on the principle of the sur-
vival of the fittest, or on the principle of the day of
judgment, which is only a summary and rapid applica-
tion of the principle of the survival of the fittest.

So much for the law of progress in this ivorld; but
the same view opens wider when we look into the spir-
itual world. Spencer and Fourier and most of the other
Sociologists see no help in that direction. But the fact
is, that the new forms of society which have best prom-
ise of a long life, trace their origin to that world ; and we
may be sure that another long chain of progression ex-
ists in that world, which takes hold of the chain in this
world, and helps it by methods similar to those by
which Japan is so rapidly advancing in the essential
mconditions of western civilization. We conceive of hu-
manity, not as a series of superimposed strata of dead
materials, having no connection by which changes can
be propagated from those above to those below ; but
rather as a pyramid of living and associated nations,
whose broad base is in this world and whose apex is
Jesus Christ in the invisible world. We know that
he and a nation with him have entered into absolute
Communism, and that the society they represent stands
related to the highest civilization of this world as that
does to the civilization of Japan. We state this not in
the way of argument, but because it can not be fairly
omitted in giving the grounds of our hope, that the
social millennium is not so far removed that men at the
present day can not reasonably labor for it with the
expectation of participating personally in some of its
manifold blessings. We accept all that Spencer and
the rest of the philosophers have to say in proof that
long periods of slow preparation are indispensable to
great changes; but we insist that the slow processes
do not necessarily continue to the end; that they may
be followed by rapid transformations, like that which
Japan is now undergoing, after its ages of slow develop-
ment; or like that which takes place in certain species
of plants, which, after long periods of preparation,
suddenly burst into inflorescence, filling the air with
fragrance, and delighting with their beauty all be-
holders. We think humanity is about ready for its
flowering period; that its thousands of years of slow
evolution, which have been years of preparation, are to
culminate soon in such radical changes in human rela-
tions as will make a new world; and in fact, we see
abundant evidence that this glorious transformation has
.already begun.

SOCIAL SCIENCE.
THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH IT SHOULD BEST,
AND THE METHOD OF ITS STUDY.
BY ALBKK I BBISBANE.
VIL.

In my last article I spoke briefly of the laws of the
first class. In the present 1 will touch upon those of
the second class. This division of nature’s great system
of laws is made dogmatically, it is true,—as if | was cer-
tain of its absolute correctness; but itis presented, |
will repeat, simply as an hypothesis, although assumed
:as a truth and set up as a basis on which to proceed in
this complex field of inquiry. 1 await rectification from
any quarter from which it may come.

According to my analysis, the laws of the first class
govern the phenomena of the inorganic world : those
-of the second class govern the phenomena of the organ-
ic world. Such is my primary distinction of the two
worlds. The infinite whole in which we live appears to
be composed of two fundamental principles : a Static,
passive, inert, material principle—the substance through
which universal life manifests itself, and a Dynamic, ac-
tive, creative principle which moulds and fashions the
Static, expressing itself through it. In the Static prin-
ciple I include not only matter but the forces associated
with, and operating upon it. They are the agents and
servants of that as yet unknown Power in the universe
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called Spirit, Soul, Mind,—a Force capable of organic
combination and hence of creation, or the evolution of
new forms and organisms. | designate this as the Dy-
namic Principle : 1 mean the Spiritual Dynamic.

The laws of the second class may be defined as the
Laws of universal distribution, classification and combi-
nation; and as these are the primary processes or con-
ditions which enter into organization, they may be
termed the organic Laws of creation : or, again, as
order and harmony are in all departments the result of
organization, they may be designated as the laws of
universal Order and Harmony.

Since this subject of organization and its laws is in-
volved in entire obscurity we will first approach it from
the practical side. By examining into organization in
man’s sphere of action, we shall be able by a study of its
phenomena to rise to the laws governing them. Organi-
zation, fundamentally considered, is the sum and result
of a proper distribution, classification and combination
of elements, parts, members, organs, entering into and
constituting independent, self-sustaining and self-acting
wholes capable of fulfilling some given purpose, end,
function or destiny.

We observe in nature vegetable and animal organiza-
tions into which it is evident these conditions enter,
since they are but combinations of elements and parts
so planned and ordered that they possess independent
life and action and are capable of performing some
function in the general economy of creation. Upon
the same principle, a machine is but a combination and
adjustment of parts (wheels, springs, levers, cranks,
pistons, etc.), resulting in a mechanical organization
capable of performing a given mechanical work. A
house or edifice is an architectural organization ; a mu-
sical composition is an organization of sounds ; a science
is an organization of perceptions and conceptions—of
observations and ideas ; an army is an organization of
trained and armed men distributed in companies, regi-
ments, brigades, etc. These different kinds of organi-
zation are variously distinguished as organisms, mech-
anisms, constructions, compositions, sciences : but at
the bottom they are one and the same; namely, a pre-
calculated distribution, classification and combination of
parts with a view to the attainment of a given end.
Into these, as into all other organizations, there enter
some or all of the following conditions : mathematical,
geometrical and mechanical calculations, regulating
number, form and force ; distribution, classification and
combination; ratio and proportion; balance of compo-
nent numbers; division into centers and wings; ar-
rangement of pivots and transitions ; subordination of
details to wholes, and of the latter to ends and functions ;
cause and effect; plan and design; progressive organi-
zation from the germ to the completed thing—called
evolution; the adjustment of the relations of matter and
force, etc. | speak of these conditions in as simple
language as possible, in order to convey some idea of
the nature of organization abstractly viewed. Under
each condition there lies a law governing its phenomena.
There, for instance, is the law of numbers, the law of
distribution and the law of classification; all three of
which have been recognized and studied, though they
are as yet but partially understood. The law of num-
bers, alone, were it fully developed, would explain the
existence of certain fixed numbers in all organized
things, and would serve as a guide in comprehending
all questions of numerical relations. It is through
these laws of the second class that the human mind is to
be initiated into a knowedge of the entire plan and
order of the universe, and the theory of universal func-
tions and destinies.

Having thus maintained the necessary existence of a
system of organic Laws in creation (Laws which are to
be inferred from the organic phenomena every-where
visible to us), the next point to be considered is the
Source of these Laws. What are they in final analysis?
In essaying to answer this question we shall be aided by
a preliminary study of organization and its laws in
man’s sphere of organic action. From a basis thus laid
in the known we may rise to the unknown, to organiza-
tion and its laws in the sphere of the universal.

In the human sphere of organic action, as we well
know, organization can only be effected by those modes
of mental activity called Thought, Calculation, Beason-
ing; i. e., by a power capable of self-conscious thought.
This power in man is called mind. In final analysis
organization is the work of mind and is the expression
of its mental activity. This mind plans, arranges, co-
ordinates and combines, that is to say it organizes.
Planning, arranging etc., are special operations entering
into the synshetic one of organizing. Not the simplest
article in human construction can be produced without

the organizing power of mind—the exercise of its
modes of activity, planning and combining. In all the
organizations of man, therefore, the six following opera-
tions must take place :

1. The analysis of the parts constituting the new
organization ; which operation comprises the perception
of differences, of dissonance and individuality.

2. The comparison of parts as regards their various
qualities and properties.

3. The combination of parts when they have been
duly analyzed and compared ; which operation com-
prises the perception of similitudes, accords and col-
lectivity.

4. The exercise of reasoning on Cause and Effect;
which implies the holding of two terms in view in order
to determine their mutual relation and influence, and
their sequence.

5. The adaptation of means to ends, effected by the
conception of a plan serving as a synthesis and guide,
to which the parts are subordinated and made to con-
form. This operation involves the joint action of syn-
thesis and analysis, of generalization and specialization.

6. The conception of a purpose or function to be per-
formed by the organization, to which it must be adap-
ted. This implies the pre-creation, in the mind, of a
plan or model,—the ideal guide in practical organiza-
tion. The plan, in fact, is the abstract germ of the or-
ganism.

The six mental operations necessarily suppose the ex-
istence of a self-conscious mind, capable of analyzing,
comparing and combining ; planning and ordering ; cal-
culating cause and effect; adapting means to ends, the
parts to the whole and the whole to its destined func-
tion. They imply, in brief, a mental organism capable
of creating objective organisms in its own image.

Our next step will be to inquire into the nature of Mind.

{To he continued).

“ UTOPIA, OR THE HAPPY REPUBLIC.”

A PHILOSOPHICAL BOMANCE.

" Thus though the rabble of mankind look upon these,
and all other things of this kind, which are indeed innumer-
able, as pleasures, the Utopians on the contrary observing
that there is nothing in the nature of them that is truly
pleasant, conclude that they are not to be reckoned among
pleasures ; for though these things may create some tickling
in the senses (which seem to be a true notion of pleasure),
yet they reckon that this does not arise from the thing itself,
but from a depraved custom, which may so vitiate a man’s
state, that bitter things may pass for sweet; as women with
child think pitch or tallow tastes sweeter than honey : but as
a man’s sense when corrupted, either by a disease or some
ill habit, does not change the nature of other things, so
neither can it change the nature of pleasure.

“ They reckon up several sorts of those pleasures, which
they call true ones: some belong to the body, and others to
the mind. The pleasures of the mind lie in knowledge, and
in that delight which the contemplation of truth carries with
it, to which they add the joyful reflections on a well spent
life, and the assured hopes of a future happiness. They
divide the pleasures of the body into two sorts; the one is
that which gives our senses some real delight, and is per-
formed either by the recruiting of nature, and supplying
those parts on which the internal heat of life feeds, and that
is done by eating or drinking; or when nature is eased of
any surcharge that oppresses it, as when we empty our guts,
beget children, or free any parts of our body from aches or
heats by friction. There is another kind of this sort of
pleasure, that neither gives us any thing that our bodies re-
quire, nor frees us from any thing with which we are over-
charged ; and yet it excites our senses by a secret unseen
virtue, and by a generous impression it so tickles and affects
them, that it turns them inwardly upon themselves, and
this is the pleasure begot by music. Another sort of bodily
pleasure is that which consists in a quiet and good constitu-
tion of body, by which there is an entire healthiness spread
over all the parts of the body, not alloyed with any disease.
This, when it is free from all mixture of pain, gives an in-
ward pleasure of itself, even though it should not be excited
by any external and delighting object; and although this
pleasure does not so vigorously affect the sense, nor act so
strongly upon it, yet as it is the greatest of all pleasures, so
almost all the Utopians reckon it the foundation and basis
of all the other joys of life, since this alone makes one’s
state of life to be easy and desirable ; and when this is want-
ing, a man is really capable of no other pleasure. They look
upon indolence and freedom from pain, if it does not rise
from a perfect health, to be a state of stupidity rather than
of pleasure. There has been a controversy in this matter
very narrowly canvassed among them, whether a firm and
entire health could be called a pleasure or not? Some have
thought that there was no pleasure, but that which was ex-
cited by some sensible motion in the body. But this opinion
has been long ago run down among them, so that now they
do almost all agree in this, that health is the greatest of all



bodily pleasures; and that there is a pain in sickness, which
is as opposite in its nature to pleasure as sickness itself is to
health ; so they hold that health carries a pleasure along with
it and if any should say, that sickness is not really a pain,
but that it only carries a pain along with it, they look upon
that as a fetch of subtility that does not much alter the
matter. So they think it is all one, whether it be said that
health is in itself a pleasure, or that it begets a pleasure, as
fire gives heat ; so it be granted, that all those whose health
is entire, have a true pleasure in it and they reason thus—
what is the pleasure of eating, but that a man’s health -which
had been weakened, does with the assistance of food, drive
away hunger, and so recruiting itself, recovers its former
vigor ? And being thus refreshed, it finds a pleasure in that
conflict; and if the conflict is pleasure, the victory must yet
breed a greater pleasure, except we will fancy that it becomes
stupid as soon as it has obtained that which it pursued, and
so does neither know nor rejoice in its own welfare. If it is
said, that health can not be felt, they absolutely deny that
for what man is in health, that does not perceive it when he
is awake? Is there any man that is so dull and stupid, as
not to acknowledge that he feels a delight in health? And
what is delight, but another name for pleasure ?

“ But of all pleasures, they esteem those to be the most valu-
able that lie in the mind; and the chief of these are those
that arise out of true virtue, and the witness of a good con-
science. They account health the chief pleasure that be-
longs to the body, for they think that the pleasure of eating
and drinking, and all the other delights of the body are only
so far desirable, as they give or maintain health. But they
are not pleasant in themselves otherwise than as they resist
those impressions that our natural infirmity is still making
upon us : and as a wise man desires rather to avoid diseases
than to take physic, and to be freed from pain rather than to
find ease by remedies, so it were a more desirable state not
to need this sort of pleasure, than to be obliged to indulge
it. And if any man imagines that there is a real happiness
in this pleasure, he must then confess that he would be the
happiest of all men, if he were to lead his life in a perpetual
hunger, thirst, and itching, and by consequence in perpetual
eating, drinking, and scratching himself, which any one
may easily see would be not only a base but a miserable state
of life. These are indeed the lowest of pleasures, and the
least pure ; for we can never relish them, but when they are
mixed with the contrary pains. The pain of hunger must
give us the pleasure of eating, and here the pain out-balances
the pleasure: and as the pain is more vehement, so it lasts
much longer : for as it is upon us before the pleasure comes,
so it does not cease, but with the pleasure that extinguishes
it, and that goes off with it, so that they think none of
those pleasures are to be valued, but as they are necessary.
Yet they rejoice in them, and with due gratitude acknowl-
edge the tenderness of the great Author of nature, who has
planted in us appetites, by which those things that are neces-
sary for our preservation are likewise made pleasant to us.
For how miserable a thing would life be, if those daily dis-
eases of hunger and thirst were to be carried off by such
ebitter drugs, as we must use for those diseases that return
seldomer upon us? And thus these pleasant, as well as
proper gifts of nature, do maintain the strength and the
sprightliness of our bodies.

“ They do also entertain themselves with the other de-
lights that they let in at their eyes, their ears, and their
nostrils, as the pleasant relishes and seasonings of life,
which nature seems to have marked out peculiarly for man;
since no other sort of animal contemplates the figure and
beauty of the universe, nor is delighted with smells, but as
they distinguish meats by them, nor do they apprehend the
concords or discords of sounds ; yet in all pleasures whatso-
ever, they observe this temper, that a lesser joy may not
hinder a greater, and that pleasure may never breed pain,
which they think does always follow dishonest pleasures.
But they think it a madness for a man to wear out the
beauty of his face, or the force of his natural strength, and
to corrupt the sprightliness of his body by sloth and lazi-
ness, or to waste his body by fasting, and so to wreaken the
strength of his constitution, and reject the other delights of
life; unless by renouncing his own satisfaction, he can
either serve the public, or promote the happiness of others,
from which he expects a greater recompense from God. So
that they look on such a course of life as a mark of a mind,
that is both cruel to itself, and ungrateful to the Author of
nature, as if we would not be beholden to him for his
favors, and therefore would reject all his blessings, and
should afflict himself for the empty shadow of virtue;
or for no better end than to render himself capable to bear
those misfortunes which possibly will never happen.”

(To be continued).

PERENNIAL.

*“ The nobler instincts of humanity are the same in every
age and in every breast.  The exalted hopes that have digni-
fied former generations of men will be renewed as long as
the human heart shall throb.  The visions of Plato are but
revived in the dreams of Sir Thomas More. A spiritual uni-
ty binds together all members of the human family; and
every heart contains an incorruptible seed, capable of spring-
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ing up and producing all that man can know of God and
duty and the soul.”—Pancroft.

True philosophy: and it explains why the idea of
brotherhood, lying at the foundation of all Socialism, is
so persistent. Itis one of ““the nobler instincts of hu-
manity,” and must therefore ““assert itself in every age
and every breast.” It is perennial. Let Plato’s Repub-
lic and More’s Utopia and even the record of the Pente-
costal Community pass into oblivion; let every present
Socialistic experiment utterly fail—the principle would
still live and work in the ““unity that binds together all
members of the human family.”

THE PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY.

CarpentersAle, Kane Co., Ill., Feb. 17, 1877.

Editok Amekican Socialist .—Tour note making-
inquiries concerning the Progressive Community is at
hand, and for the sake of those who are trying to come
up higher in social life I will answer to the best of my
ability. Yet I feel that you have called me to a very
delicate task, since the actors are all still upon the stage,
still desirous of a Community home, and, at the same
time, it is evident that we can not all see alike, else we
would all have remained together.

The Community is not entirely broken up, or was not
when | last heard from there. Two men and three
children still remain upon the place and hope to make it
a success. Eor the benefit of those who have read the
Progressive Communist and are familiar with the lead-
ing characters in that Association | will say : Mr. and
Mrs. Frey were about entering the Russian Community
near by. Myrtle Sawin and Heron Foster, with
Myrtle’s two children, went farther West to found a
new (Community home. Mr. and Mrs. Robbins and
their boy Horace are here, with myself, leaving Dr.
Briggs and Albert Green upon the Progressive Commu-
nity farm. So you can see that the Society is not
entirely scattered; but the good seed sown there may
yet grow and produce a harvest.

The separation did not all take place at once, but the
Community seemed to dwindle away for want of vitality
to hold it together. There was a lack of unity among
the members from the first, and this increased, rather
than diminished, as theories came to be put in practice.
I think no one will dispute me when | say that the chief
cause of disagreement was in the social question. In
giving a reason why each one left the Community I
suppose the various members would differ, and | can
only answer for myself. 1 left because after nearly five
years of earnest effort in Community building 1 became
thoroughly convinced that it is utterly impossible to
form any permanent Association upon the plan and
principles of the Progressive Community. Experience
taught me that a unitary home and monogamic marriage
or affinity hunting are entirely incompatible. There is
no use in trying to establish a common home and equal
rights so long as the people hold to property in persons.
I have no wish to find fault with the material of which
the Progressive Community was composed. | feel sure
their intentions were good, and that few people would
have done better under the conditions ; but I would say,
““Pray, do not form such conditions again!” Let
people go on and form cooperative Associations and
Communities for business operations, but let there be a
separate home for every family. Remember the old
adage slightly altered, ““No house is large enough for
two families.” But if people will have the conven-
iencies, the economies and the comforts of a unitary
home let them resolve to give up all special claims upon
the affections or favors of any particular person. Let
them cease to sigh for

“ Some one to love, some one to caress, ”
or to dream of
“ Two souls with but a single thought,
Two hearts that beat as one! ”

Such things, commenced or continued in a unitary
home, will be sure in some way to bring jealousy, dis-
cord and bitterness, to mar the happiness, not only of
the persons chiefly interested, but of all the household.
I have never yet known it to fail in a single instance.
Then where there are a large number together, and
there is a flare-up with first one and then another, it is
no wonder that people become tired and sigh,

‘* Oh for a lodge in some vast wilderness,”
rather than such an abiding-place. But then there are
few people prepared to carry the principle involved in
the precept ““As ye would that others should do unto
you, do ye even so unto them,” into the province of sex.
The ground is considered too ““sacred” to be invaded
by such a thing as universal love. The ““‘dog in the
manger ” idea of exclusiveness has been too thoroughly
drilled into the people to have them jump out of it at a
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single bound. But unt'l they get out of it they can not
have a unitary home.

But besides the social question there were other mis-
takes made by the Progressive Community. The
founders were sadly deficient in a sound, practical busi-
ness capacity. Money that should have been used to
make the Community self-sustaining was lived out, or
sometimes spent for frivolous notions. Then many who
came were unused to manual labor and added nothing
to the material prosperity of the Association. So the
Community was poor and kept poor, and their poverty
bore them down.

Then there was some jealousy of leadership and influ-
ence, and a tendency to criticise—not so much to im-
prove the party as to show his failings and lower him
in the estimation of others—and consequently a revolt
against just criticism for fear that it would have such
an effect, or was given for that purpose.

Besides there was too much of the spirit of contro-
versy and not enough of self-examination and self-im-
provement. Each seemed anxious to convince the
others of wrong, but not to see his own failings. 1| am
convinced that a higher spirit is a necessity in Com-
munity life. Perhaps my liberal friends would object to
my using the word religion in this place; but if itin
not religion that is needed it is something akin to it;
something composed of the same elements of charac-
ter, the same longing for a higher spiritual life, the
same meekness and self-denial and self-improvement,.
We must not expect others to give up all and we
nothing, but must meet them half way, or we must not
expect to come together in harmony. Controversy will
not bring them.

And there was another mistake that would, 1 think,,
work badly in any organization, and that was allowing
new comers to vote and hold office. There never were
but four full members in the Community at one time ;
and these were outnumbered by probationers, who, at
one time, held all the offices and left the old members
out. Then as all the officers left the Community before
the expiration of their terms of office, you may imagine
in what light it placed us before our correspondents and
the outside world, who knew nothing of the circum-
stances of the case. Besides, persons without any
experience could not comprehend the affairs of the
Community ; and those not willing to obey for at least
one year, could not be fit to rule.

So you can see that it was not one cause alone, but
several combined that have left the Progressive Com-
munity in its present dilapidated condition. Yet, allow-
ing me to judge, I would say that the social question
was the great difficulty, without which the others might
have been overcome. Yours for Humanity,

J. G. Tbuman.

DEFENSE OF MR. BRISBANE.

New- York, March 5, 1877.

Editok American Socialist:—AS an occasional reader
of your paper | have been interested in the discussion
called out by Mr. Brisbane’s articles on Social Science.
I should, think however, from strictures which have
appeared in the last two issues, that the views of this
writer were somewhat misapprehended. Assuming my
interpretation of Mr. Brisbane to be correct, |1 should
say it would have been well had a ““Positivist” been a
little more careful in his study of the position he attacks
than his late criticism evinces.

I notice also in your issue of Feb. 22d, an extract
from Youmans’s New Chemistry offered (it must be
assumed, from its connection) in refutation of Mr. .
Brisbane’s position regarding the method of elaborating
Social Science. Now it may be that I am myself incom-.
petent to judge of the soundness of Mr. Brisbane's
theories; but, as far as | have followed him, | must say
that his position is only strengthened by both Mr.
Youmans and Mr. ““Positivist.” Mr. Youmans de-
scribes the manner of Newton’s great discovery, much
as Mr. Brisbane does; and he illustrates the immense
power of the Law of Gravitation in realms beyond the
pale of observation and experiment by Leverrier’s great
discovery,—an illustration used also by Mr. Brisbane in
support of his position. The Inductive method, of
course, precedes the Deductive. No one can dispute
this fact. Induction takes place in the sphere of the
known, the tangible and the observable, where the law
is discovered; but Deduction is the application of the
law; and, except for the possibility—the power of thus
rising from the known to the unknown, from the finite
to the infinite, man would be forever restricted to the
scope of his finite senses and reason. Mr. Brisbane
does not reject Induction ; on the contrary, 1 should,
judge him to be most decidedly in its favor from the
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appeals he so repeatedly makes to men of science to
study Laws. Of course laws can not be studied if they
*“ are beyond the reach of observation and experiment.”
It is in the sphere of the visible and tangible—therefore
experimental—that the laws in question are to be dis-
covered. And it is from laws thus arrived at, if 1 un-
derstand Mr. Brisbane rightly, that he would deduce
the true organization of society.

It seems strange that in this age of scientific apprecia-
tion and research, when men are proud to boast of their
scientific strongholds, that any one should have the
courage to attack a position so strongly sustained.

Are we not yet ready to admit that society is within
the pale of science, that there are principles underlying
social organization as exact and invariable as those
underlying geology and chemistry ?  This, it seems to
me, is all Mr. Brisbane claims. He is evidently striving
to convince the world of the possibility of a scientific
social structure, and to induce men to leave off their
speculative guess-work regarding social phenomena, ac-
cepting only such solutions of these problems as are
based on laws. A Student.
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Mb. Bbisbane’s articles on ““Social Science” seem
likely to bring on a regular trial of Fourier’s theories,
in which they will either be vindicated or their lack of
foundation will be so completely demonstrated that the
world will never care to study them further. He has
friends and sympathizers who are used to handling the
pen, and there are plenty of other strong writers who
will not be slow to take part in the discussion of
Fourier’s merits from an opposite point of view. There
are signs that these opposing forces may raise quite a
tempest. In that case we expect the Amebican Social-
ist will scud before the gale on a pretty even keel. At
any rate we shall try to not get swamped or water-
logged or thrown off our course toward the port of prac-
tical Communism by any of the windy philosophies.

The Progressive Community, of the failure of which

a correspondent gives us this week such a candid and
discriminating account, was brought to public notice by
Mb. Chables Nobdhoff in his “ Communistic Societies
of the United States.” Mb. Nobdhoff styles it the
1““Cedar Yale Community,” as it was located at Cedar
Yale, Howard County, Kansas. This Community was
established in January, 1871. It has never been large in
point of numbers. Its founders aimed to organize a
‘true home based on Liberty, Equality and Frater-
nity,” but they indulged at the outset in the Constitu-
tion-making which has so often proved fatal to peace
and harmony; and Mb. Tbuman’s letter explains the
result.

Another organization to which Mb. Nobdhoff gave a
page, “ The Social Freedom Community ” of Yirginia,
has, it seems, also disappeared. Referring to that at-
tempt, a lady correspondent writes in a late letter to us
that she left that Community for special reasons, one of
which was that the leader did not understand farming,
and was otherwise inefficient. “ They were going down
hill so fast 1 thought best to leave before starvation
came upon us.” The writer further adds : ““l enjoyed
Community life in Yirginia very much. Our work in
the house was conducted in perfect harmony, every
woman being willing to do her part and more if neces-
sary. The Lyceum and meetings for conversation were
deeply interesting and profitable.” As this Community
was not organized until early in 1874, it can have had
only a brief existence. We refer to it for the sake of
making our record of Socialistic matters as full and
mcomplete as possible.

CO AHEAD!

Convebts to Communism are many of them apt to be,
like other converts, very enthusiastic, and very zealous
tojimmediately reconstruct the rest of the world. They
no sooner receive the doctrine than they set out to
teach it, and plan all sorts of new and improved Com-
munities with themselves as leaders. They allow little
or no time for their new ideas to season. We are re-
ceiving frequent communications which illustrate this.
For example a man writes from California that a friend
in San Jose has sent him several humbers of the Amebi-
can Socialist which he has read; that he is tired of
the old, competive, single-handed way of life ; and he
immediately goes on to say, ““We must have a Commu-
nity here; itis the only true way of living.” Then he
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shows what a splendid situation he has, with a good
farm, plenty of money for present needs, a big ditch for
irrigation, etc., his main lack being congenial associates.
He wants to know if any of our readers would like to
live in that beautiful climate with him. The true way
to find out this is for him to send us a neat and con-
cise “ Socialistic Notice ” for publication on our eighth
page, with his address in full. Half a dozen other resi-
dents of the Pacific slope have written urging upon us
the importance of soon locating a Community in that
region of delightful temperature and unlimited fruits.
Their enthusiasm over their climate is immense.

Other correspondents plan various lucrative schemes
for us. A St. Louis gentleman not long ago proposed
to us to establish a station on the Mississippi River, for
farming and trading; another on the Florida coast in
the Gulf of Mexico for raising oranges and other fruits,
and to run a steamboat between the two points for the
exchange of' supplies and for doing a general and ex-
ceedingly profitable freight and passenger business.
Considerable tracts of land have been offered us gratis
if we would only settle Communities on them; but
these were either in neighborhoods where the present
settlers are rather particular about the political senti-
ments of their neighbors, or were too remote from civili-
zation for our use. However, the would-be donors un-
doubtedly meant to be liberal.

It is the most natural thing in the world that persons
who even catch glimpses of the advantages of Com-
munism should make haste to secure them, and we
appreciate the hearty good-will with which we are in-
vited to cooperate; but we think we can do the most
good to the greatest number by concentrating our
attention on the publication of the Socialist and there-
by teaching all young Socialistic mariners how to avoid
the rocks. A great deal of useful experimenting is
going to be done, but we can not be expected to take
charge of itall. Go ahead, and we will report your
successes and failures if you will keep us informed.

QUERIES FOR THE TIMES.

Macaulay says in one of his essays, that none of the
.methods by which rulers are appointed, either by
election, or the accident of birth, afford any security
for their being wiser or better than their subjects. Our
American method is, to try a man for four years, and
then throw him aside and try another, and so on, ad
infinitum. Probably when a President arrives at the
end of his term he has just acquired the experience
which renders him capable of governing wisely; and
then we turn him out, and spend ten or twelve millions
of dollars in putting a new and inexperienced person in
his place. If this is correct practice, why not apply the
same system to the judges of the U. S. Supreme Court?
These men fill an office equal in real consequence to
that of President; yet they are elected for life, and can
only be removed on account of bad conduct.

Is there any means of ascertaining who is the man
best qualified to act as President ; and once found and
elected, is there any good reason why he should be dis-
placed at the end of four years, to make way for an
inferior man? Is there any sound argument in favor of
short terms and frequent elections, other than the one,
that the best iren are not selected for the office? The
country had quite a scare a year ago over the possibility
of athird term President; and both candidates in the
late election, were obliged to declare themselves op-
posed to a second term, even, in order to satisfy the
popular feeling. But is not the public sentiment which
is opposed to a long term based on a distrust of the ru-
lers themselves, and on the conviction that the immense
patronage wielded by a President is sure to be more or
less wrongfully used, and must therefore be circum-
scribed by shortening his career?

There is unquestionably a ground for this distrust, so
long as inferior men are elected to this post. But there
is another consideration, which does not seem to have
occurred to our politicians and President-makers. If
there is good reason for distrusting the governors, is
there not also reason for distrusting the governed?
With such a large intermixture of illiterate foreign and
negro population, can the American people as a whole
be considered entirely trustworthy ? Must we not make
large allowance for human depravity in the lower strata
of society, as well as the higher; and if so, where is
this depravity most likely to exist? Shall we look for it
first among those who are sufficiently intelligent and
cultivated to be eligible to the highest govermental func-
tions, or among the rude and uneducated masses who
to-day hold the balance of power in the nation? The
dispute about the late election hinged chiefly on the
conduct of a few ignorant freedmen among the -bayous

of Louisiana. Is the future of this country to be per-
manently influenced and determined by this class of
citizens? Is the structure of government to be at the
mercy of this huge, blind, unintelligent Samson, exer-
cising an enormous force, and subject to the alternate
manipulation of unscrupulous politicians of opposing
parties ? Is this a lesser evil than the liability to abuse
of power by a prolongation of the governmental term?
These are questions which are pertinent to the present
situation, and which might profitably be debated by the
nation. c. S. j.
SOCIALISM AND POSITIVISM.

Editob Amebican Socialist, Sib —Your remarks
concerning Positivists in introducing my letter last
week are somewhat misleading. The school founded
by Auguste Comte can hardly be called Socialistic.
True, the Positivist sets out to solve the same problems
as the Socialist. Their purpose is identical; their
methods widely different. We live in a world where
there is a great deal of human misery. Wealth is un-
equally divided. Some are extravagantly luxurious
and wasteful, while others starve in the midst of plenty.
Both Socialist and Positivist wish to serve humanity, to
subdue animalism, subordinate selfishness to altruism,
improve the intellectual and moral status of mankind,
and to create such an environment as will make man'’s
lot on earth tolerable if not happy. But the Positivist’s
solution of this problem differs widely from that of the
Socialist. Tiie latter desires to reorganize society. He
would dispense with the machinery by which the
modern world is carried on, and create entirely new
conditions for the race. But the Positivist says that
society is a growth, that it isin a process of develop-
ment, and that our business is to find out the laws of
its evolution, and to endeavor to take advantage of
them for our own benefit and that of the Community in
which we live. The Positivist does not aim to reorgan-
ize society, as he fears the task is an impossible one.
He says that the laborer, the manufacturer, the merchant,
the capitalist and the banker are the result of a natural
process of differentiation and evolution going on in
society,—that you can not get rid of them—for this I con-
ceive is the real purpose of the Communist. The Social-
ist says, '‘ let us dispense with our present machinery and
start afresh ; ” but the Positivist answers ““No! let us
have a religion based on science, and endeavor to moral-
ize wealth ; or rather let us bring an enlightened public
opinion to bear upon the possessors of wealth, and trust
to them to so use their power and property as to bring
about the very result desired by the Socialist.” Adam
Smith in his “ Wealth of Nations ” has pointed out how
the selfish instinct acting in society helps to advance its
progress. So that the Yanderbilts, Stewarts and Astors
can not help, in the course of their career, doing vastly
more good than harm in carrying on great works and
organizing labor productively. The Positivist therefore
depends upon the Religion of Humanity, which inculcates
human duty and which utilizes the whole spiritual
power of the race, to keep the natural leaders of the
people, that is to say the bankers, manufacturers and
capitalists, strictly to their work, which is not only to
wield the material forces of mankind, but to see that
the great working class is cared for, and that as large
a share of human happiness is allotted them as is possi-
ble under a wise organization of the industrial forces
of the race. The Positivist says it is the General who
must lead the army, the Captain who must control the
ship ; while on the contrary in a great deal of Socialistic
and cooperative teaching it is taken for granted that the
rank-and-file can command themselves, and the crew the
ship.

Personally, | take a great deal of interest in all Social-
istic and cooperative movements. These certainly help
to throw a great deal of light upon sociological ques-
tions. The experiments in stirpiculture, for instance,
which especially concern the Oneida Community, seem
to me of immense moment to the race. No person of
even average sense can deny that there ought to be vastly
more care taken in the repeopling of the earth; that
children should not be begotten under the impulse of
passion or by mere chance ; that the same forethought
and care which are indispensable in all the ordinary
business of our life should be employed, in this most
important of all human concerns. Nor does it seem to
me impossible that the earthly Paradise of which the
Socialist dreams may not be realized some generations
hence. Man’s whole life on earth is artificial. We live
in houses, eat cooked food, wear clothing and do a
thousand things which are not provided for us by what
is called Nature; and it may be that even the dreams of
Fourier may come true in the “ far by and by.” But



the problem for people now living is to see what can be
done to improve human conditions during the present
and the succeeding generation. The solution of the
present problems, we think, is more likely to be brought
about by the polity inaugurated by Auguste Oomte and
based upon his positive philosophy.
New-York, March, 1877.

Positivist.

VARIO US COMMENTS.
BY A NON-HOPEFUL UNITARIAN CLERGYMAN.

Editor American Socialist —| am reading your
paper, as | have read most of what has been written in
English on Socialisms, with interest, but not very hope-
fully. Itseems to me that most of the writers sadly lack
directness, clearness and compactness of utterance. Mr.
Brisbane writes as he always did, as if we had nothing
else to do but to read his articles,—with endless repeti-
tion of eulogy of Eourier and his discoveries. One feels
like quoting Hamlet's “ Leave thy damnable faces, and
begin.”

But he has gone far enough to show that he is grap-
pling with a subject for which he has no adequate
equipment or preparation in the way of philosophical
culture. He frequently uses language without exact-
ness. Most writers on such subjects are misled by
figures of speech, and by the habit of personifying
Laws, Beligion, Science, Society, etc. His statements
about laws which lie beyond the reach of observation,
experiment and reasoning will not bear analysis. If
people are to go on building upon what can not be verified,
they will be duped and fooled to the end of the chapter.

I wish that you had more to say, so that you would
not have room for so much miscellaneous matter, gen-
eral news, stories about G. F. Train, unverifiable
guesses about disembodied spirits and their doings,
etc. Life is pretty full of people who are worth con-
sidering in connection with such a subject as the im-
provement of human life and society.

1 am glad to have Communistic experiments tried. We
may learn by their failures, and by every partial success.
I think that most advocates of Communism or Socialism
have a false philosophy of happiness, and are too selfish
to be the organs or material of a divine society on earth.
They trust too much to the “ environment,” to things
and externals, and not enough to the spiritual nature of
man. There is too much monasticism in the plan of leav-
ing the outside world, and “ living to ourselves ” in a Com-
munity. Why can we not behave ourselves rightly, and
live lives of justice and fraternity where we are, with-
out waiting for a general change of conditions or organi-
zation, and without founding a Community ?

It is only brotherly frankness to say that | am a Unita-
rian clergyman, and that | believe Christianity rightly
interpreted and truly lived, is by far the best means
the world has yet seen for the ends for which all good
men labor. | think that ““no compact organization has
ever bound, or will ever bind, a fabric of human ele-
ments, like the power of Christian reverence and Chris-
tian love.” Eor more than twenty years, | have lived a
life of fraternity with my fellow-men. My wife and I
have worked for others and not for ourselves, without
thought of recognition or compensation, have denied
ourselves and spent all we could save for others, have
often labored and sacrificed for those who were neither
worthy nor grateful. My friends say this is not right,
that | ought to save something for old age and for my
children. It may be so; 1 feel the force of these con-
siderations sometimes, especially when I am crippled by
want of means to procure the necessary tools for my
work. But this work for others is my plan of life. 1
think it is what Christianity means, and have accepted
it.  And I think if others would adopt and follow it in
their measure and several positions in life, it would
solve the problem of social organization, and all the
other problems. | have perfect good-will, of course,
toward people who believe differently ; I recognize the
value of science, of experiment, of all means and instru-
ments, but my hope for mankind is in the Christian life.

The human race is the true brotherhood; the place
where we live is our field and theater ; and we ought to
begin where we stand to-day to apply the methods of

cooperation and practical fraternity in a great many
ways. But universal suffrage and cheap printing put
us at the mercy of so many uninstructed teachers that
we get forward slowly. 1 am
Fraternally yours,
Vineland, N. J., Feb. 24, 1877.

J. B. Harrison.

A VOTE.

Were five thousand persons to decide, by vote,
whether their bodies should be burned to ashes, or
Buried by a tree, what would be the verdict ?

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. e w. e
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A HOPEFUL OUTLOOK.

\ Industrial Home, Springfield,
) Vermont, Feb. 26, 1877.

Editor American Socialist —We have made a
favorable change in the affairs of our Association lately,
by getting up a new article of manufacture that is meet-
ing with a large sale at a price that pays a profit. This
enables us to make money which we have not been able
to do heretofore. The article we make is a staple one
and promises to give us a permanent business of suffi-
cient magnitude to employ a much larger number of
persons than we have with us now. We are not able to
supply the present demand, and have hired several
hands that do not take any interest in our scheme ; but
we intend to replace them with others who wish to
become permanent members of our Home as soon as the
right parties present themselves. Our late experience
proves that only earnest friends of the cause, who are
willing to work for its success, and who have that reso-
lute determination and tenacity of purpose that over-
comes obstacles and wins success in spite of adverse cir-
cumstances, are fitted to found and establish new
enterprises. Fair-weather members will do very well
after success is assured ; but in the outset they are a
source of weakness rather than strength.

Our prospects of establishing a successful and perma-
nent Cooperative Home have never been nearly as good
before as they are to-day. We have comfortable dwell-
ings suitably furnished, good shops and machinery, with
plenty of work that pays fair wages and a profit besides.
We have about forty members organized, acquainted with
each other, and experienced in the business, and most of
them excellent material for the purpose. The inefficients
have been swept away by the recent storm that we have
passed through, which is likely to prove a blessing to us
indisguise. What we now have cost us about forty-five
thousand dollars. We owe about eight thousand that is
to be paid in easy payments extending over a series of
years. We are earning wages to the amount of more
than a thousand dollars per month, and making a fair
percentage of profit on our business, which is rapidly
increasing at present, notwithstanding the dullness of
trade.

If there are among your readers any friends of the
cause of social reform, who wish for an opportunity to
work in its behalf, and who have the ability to do effi-
cient work, we can offer them such an opportunity as
has never been offered before, viz., work, wages, a home,
and a hearty welcome to a place where they can help
build up an institution that will prove to the world that
all who are fitted for association may have comfortable
homes and constant employment.

Yours respectfully, Joel A. H. Ellis.

THE HOME OF THE FUTURE.

Prom ihe Graphic.

In numerous publications writers on sanitary topics are
urging the creation of better conditions for the accommoda-
tion of people who live in towns. Sanitary laws are enacted,
commissions appointed, and power is given to corporations
with a view of removing causes of disease in cities and re-
constructing whole neighborhoods so as to reduce the death-
rate to a minimum. Related to this subject are the various
schemes for heating towns, for utilizing waste, and taking
advantage of the economies of what has been known as the
combined cooperative household.

Is it not about time that an attempt were made in some of
our Western territories to realize Dr. Richardson’s dream of
the City of Hygeia, an account of which has been repeatedly
given? It is quite within the power of any of the great rail-
road magnates to build a town free from the obnoxious con-
ditions which make residence in some of our large cities
perilous to health and life. In this city there is at present a
marked tendency towards what is known as the apartment
hotel. It is found that the flats which involve house-keeping
are not so attractive as those which simply furnish apart-
ments and supply meals and washing at reasonable rates.
People are not willing to live in the combined household un-
less they can be relieved from the expense and waste of the
kitchen and laundry. All new enterprises for furnishing our
citizens with more convenient homes of the higher class
should involve a restaurant and laundry to be used for the
accommodation of all the occupants. By this means people
can have their own private rooms and be as much isolated
from their neighbors, if they so desire, as if they lived in
different houses, and at the same time have the advantages
of restaurant and laundry near at hand without the responsi-
bility of purchasing provisions or hiring servants, or the ex-
penses attending the exclusive use of them.

It is understood that several projects are under way for
building city palaces of this kind. A whole block will be
taken in the neighborhood of Central Park. On the first
floor will be some stores, a restaurant, a large laundry, and
other rooms for mutual conveniences. In the center there
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will be a fine court, including play-grounds for children,
flower-beds, music-hall, billiard-rooms, and places for social
gatherings. The other floors will be rented in furnished or
unfurnished apartments. It is estimated that an immense
saving can be effected in the price of living in this way, with
a great increase of comfort. This scheme would include all
the advantages of a hotel and all the exclusiveness and econo-
my which arise from a frugal home. Wholesale purchase,
cooking and washing at a common center, and a tolerable
certainty of permanent occupancy of premises would be likely
to reduce the cost and waste to a minimum. It will be noticed
that these schemes involve what was formerly known as coop-
eration, but without the cooperators. The former idea was to
do these desirable things by the combined action of a number
of housekeepers, but that effort never succeeded and probably
never will. To succeed, a unitary hotel must be run as a busi-
ness enterprise by one man, and he a person who does his
work for the sake of profit and knows how to do it well. The
reason why an ordinary hotel is not economical is because
of the uncertainty of the business. The landlord is com-
pelled to keep up his full staff of assistants and the entire
equipment of a costly establishment, while he is not sure
of the house being full or half full all the time. His guests
are transient. He has to insure himself against bad seasons
or a diversion of travel by charging high rates. His outgo
is certain and his income uncertain. But in the apartment
hotel the guests remain for the season, and the landlord
knows just what to depend upon. They have still another
advantage over ordinary tenants, who must supply their own
food and do their own washing; and this is, that there is a
head to appeal to in case of difficulty or disagreement. The
janitor of an ordinary apartment house has never authority
to settle disputes, and the landlord is usually absent. Tri-
fling as this may appear, it is one of the grave reasons of
the dissatisfaction of thousands. All the tendencies, of the
present time are towards a reform in tenements, and the
probabilities are that New-York will, in twenty-five years,
be housed on a new and vastly improved plan.

ADMINISTERLNG THE SACRAMENT.

Dr. Michael Oofpin was an earnest, devoted preach-
er of the doctrine of universal salvation, in its incep-
tion. At the close of a labored sermon, in a backwoods
settlement of Jefferson Co., N. Y., he said, ““Come,
Brethren, let us partake of the Sacrament.”

There was consternation among the Brethren. After
consultation a committee announced the painful fact—
““We have no wine, Elder.”

Elder.—*“ Have you no whiskey? ”
Com.—*“O yes, plenty of whiskey.”
Elder.—* That will do just as well.”

Bottle or jug and tumblers were soon forthcoming.
The elder poured out a good horn, held up the glass, and
discoursed thusly:

‘“This, Brethren, is a figure of Man. Here the full,
plump kernel and the shrunk kernel are all one Spirit.
So it will be with us, when we have been put through
the purifying process—when the selfishness is all out of
us-—we’ll be all one, Brothers.”

He empties the glass, hands itto the bottle-holder
and says,

““Brethren, drink ye all of it.”

Crude, or rude, as such Sacramental ministering
might now appear, is there not a truth in it? And who
can say that Socialism is not the initiative process for
cleaning up Alan, and taking the selfishness out of
him ?

Alt. Lebanon, N. Y.

Oliver Prentiss.

A writer on political economy has said: “ A full, impar-
tial and equitable settlement of all differences betwixt capi-
talists and laborers can only come when the muscle and
money are both furnished by the same parties, and the
toilers are also the proprietors.” This may, perhaps, be
true, but it is the duty of both capitalist and laborer to
strive constantly to realize, as far as possible, an identity of
feeling and interest. Neither party can gain any thing by
contentions. There is, we are told, a large furniture house
in Cincinnati which distributes annually among its em-
ployes who have been steadily at their work during the year,
five per cent, of the net profits of the business, on the basis
of the wages received by the men in their respective
positions.  This is prize money. This is making the work-
man a sharer in the business without any portion of the risk
of an investment. Every man watches carefully against fire,
loss and waste, and does his best at his bench, for he is per-
sonally interested in the question of a dividend at the end
of the year. Strikes are unknown in that establishment,
and premiums are paid for the lowest places. This is possi-
bly the solution of the vexed question. Muscle and skill in
execution are regarded as capital as well as money and skill
in the general management. The gospel precept, ““Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others,” would end all exactions on the part of
capitalists, and all strikes and violent interference with
other laborers on the part of workmen.—Syracuse Standard.
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A CHUISTMAS LECTURE;
BY J. H. NOYES.
Subject: The Ballad of John Gilpin.

First delivered in Oneida Community Hall.*
Y.

The horse and the woman constitute
what we may call the concealed dynamics
of the Gilpin machinery. The horse is
the central force ; the woman is the pre-

siding fate. But the conspicuous actor
and sufferer, on whom all eyes are
fixed, is

MB. GILPIN.

On him ive now turn the microscope;
and we will begin with a survey of his
honors and virtues as they come to view
in the ballad, verse by verse :

1. He was a reputable citizen, possi-
bly holding places of trust in the civic
affairs of London.

2. He was a military man, having com-
mand of one of the city train-bands.

3. He was a retail dry goods merchant,
well known in the Oheapside world.

4. He was a man of family, having a
wife and three children.

5. He was a model husband in the fol-
lowing particulars :

[a). He was constant and exclusive, ad-
miring only one ;

(6). He was promptly concessive, an-
swering his spouse’s proposal with an un-
hesitating “ It shall be done ;”

(c). He was a good-natured man, taking-
no offense at her turning him out of the
carriage and other provoking hints of
his tediousness ;

id). He was quick to appreciate her vir-
tues, especially her thoughtful frugality ;

(e). He was very affectionate in oral
expressions of both kinds.

6. He was afaithful and frugal man, pre-
ferring business to pleasure, as was shown
in his dismounting and waiting long on
the three customers.

7. He was a man of self-possession and
ready invention in an emergency; for
when Betty rushed down stairs screaming-
in his ears,

“The wine is leftbehind! ”
he was not disconcerted or thrown into a
passion, though he had already suffered
the pangs of long delay ; but, easing him-
self with the mildest of oaths, he instantly
invented an ingenious method of carrying
the wine.

8. He was circumspect in covering the
bottles from public view with the long
red cloak.

9. He was gentle and polite even to his
horse, for he only cried, ‘‘Pair and soft-
ly I'” when the trot galled him in his seat.

10. He submitted to the inevitable
without complaint and as gracefully as
the circumstances permitted, when he
gave up trying to control his horse and
betook himself to the only possible means
of saving life and limb, viz., stooping and
grasping the mane with all his might.

11. He was a witty man and “ loved a
timely joke,” as he showed sublimely,
when, in the midst of pain and peril, as he
swept by the balcony at Edmonton, he re-
plied to his wife’s complaint of being tired,
with the simple utterance, “ So ami!”

12. In the brief interval of relief at the
Calender’s door he emerged from his
tribulations cheerful as ever, meeting
his friend with another timely joke.

13. When urged by the Calender to
stop and dine, he showed himself still
gallant and circumspect, refusing to com-
promise his reputation by dining away
from his wife on their wedding day.

14. His determination to conquer his
horse when he turned to go back, was a
splendid example of persistent courage,
worthy of better luck than he got.

15. To sum up: his cheerfulness, pa-
tience, self-possession and ready invention
did actually conquer peril and fate on
that terrible field; for after ““running a

* Copyright secured.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

rig ” that threatened him with destruction
all day long, and caused infinite uproar
and merriment then and ever since, he got
home safe and sound, and well deserved
the poet’s concluding toast,

“ Now let us sing, Long live the Kking,

And Gilpin, long live he!”

But we must not leave our hero too
perfect. There certainly was something
in him which called for the misadventures
and mortifications that befel him. On
closer inspection we detect in his charac-
ter traces of several vices, or rather sev-
eral virtues carried to excess :

1. His cheerful self-complacency evi-
dently swelled sometimes into vanity, as
when he said

“ 1 am a linen-draper bold,

As ALL THE WORLD doth know.”

Indeed he seems to have had a habit-
ual conceit that the eyes of ALL THE
WORLD wsre upon him; for he says
in another place :

““It is my wedding-day,

And ALL TILE WORLD would stare

If wife should dine at Edmonton

And | should dine at Ware.”

This outlook for the eye of ALL THE
WORLD was perhaps just the foible that
needed to be made a laughing-stock to
all the world.

2. His courage and alacrity in practi-
cal affairs evidently became overweening
self-confidence on several occasions, and
carried him into imprudences; as when
he strapped the stone-bottles on his waist
without thinking out the probable conse-
quences ; when he undertook to ride his
fractious horse back from Ware notwith-
standing his previous disastrous experi-
ence ; and indeed when he undertook to
ride on horseback at all.

3. I have an impression that he had a
fault which 1 find it difficult to prove, and
will therefore only suggest it interroga-
tively. Was he not uxorious f Or inthe
language of the dictionary, Was he not
“ submissively fond of his wife ?” Was he
not ““infected with connubial dotage?”

4. His frugality was probably exces-
sive. This may be suspected from the
fact that he was so overjoyed at the pru-
dence which his wife displayed in the
matter of the wine. And there is some
ground for the further suspicion that the
family infelicity which Mrs. Gilpin hinted
at when she spoke of their married life as
being ““tedious,” was caused by a differ-
ence between them in regard to economy.
They had been so devoted to their shop
that they had allowed themselves no holi-
day for twenty years, and she was the one
who first proposed, or rather determined,
with some signs of complaint, to break
out of this penurious routine. And then
her economical proposal about the wine
seems to have struck Mr. Gilpin as a sud-
den and unexpected conversion :

e O'erjoyed was he tofind
That though on pleasure she was bent
She had a frugal mind,”

as though he had never found it out be-
fore! So that we can hardly doubt that
there had been chafing between them in
the matrimonial yoke on account of this
difference—as there often is; and it seems
even possible that her display of frugality
on this occasion had in it a touch of
policy, as she may have foreseen that he
would have let the party go without wine
to keep down expenses, if she had not
proposed to carry their own. Her happy
thought of carrying the wine followed
right after his happy thought of saving
expense by borrowing a horse for the oc-
casion, and seems to have been suggested
by it. If these surmises point toward
the truth, it is easy to see that Gilpin was
indebted to his own overstrained frugality
for some of the contrivances which cost
him so dear, and even for the tediousness
which infected his home and probably
made his wife his evil genius.

Perhaps we here get a glimpse of the
moral of the story ; as thus:

““Behold the troubles of a man ivho
stuck to his shop till he didn't know
how to ride a horse, and kept his wife
at home till she became a medium of
devil'sprovidences to him."

Or, going deeper for a moral, we may
regard Gilpin’s disastrous ride as a sym-
bol of the way man has always got into
trouble since the days of Paradise, name-
ly, by yielding himself to the runaway
power of the beast through the wiles of
the ivoman. This would suit the Shakers.

I incline, however, to the opinion that
the story has no moral design except to
encourage laughter.

THE CALENDER
is the only person that remains to be
noticed ; and very little can be said of him.
His occupation—that of calendering
or hot-pressing linen goods—naturally
brought him into close relations with our
linen-draper. He had a shop in London
and a house at Ware, and traveled often
between them, which predisposed his
horse to vibrate between those places.
He showed himself a generous friend to
Gilpin, not only in lending him the horse,
but even more in treating him so con-
siderately when he met him at the gate,
bare-headed and chop-fallen. As soon as
he perceived how matters stood, instead'
of showing any anxiety about the reeking
condition of his horse, and instead of
troubling Gilpin with any close inquiries
into the mortifying details of his ad-
venture, he
““Returned him not a single word,”
but forthwith equipped him with another
hat and wig, and, with a cheerful joke,
invited him in to dinner.
The salient and amusing feature of the
Calender’s character seems to have been
curiosity. There was an irresistible
eagerness in his demand for Gilpin’'s
tidings. In one breath he put that de-
mand into seven distinct utterances, thus:
1. What news ?

What news f

Your tidings tell;

Tell me you must,

And shait ;

. Say why bareheaded you are come ?
7. Or why you come at all ?

This volley of questions all goes into
one verse, and we may defy literature to
produce a verse equal to it in expression
of curiosity. It reveals the Calender as a
quid nunc of the purest breed.

And this reminds us that one of the
special characteristics of the ballad is
that it abounds in exhibitions of

EXCESSIVE EMOTION.

Let us see how many clear examples of
this we can pick out of the general
effervescence :

1. Gilpin’s worship of his wife :

e 1 do admire

Of womankind but one,
And you are she, my dearest dear ! ”

2. His ecstasy at the discovery of her
frugality :
“ John Gilpin kissed his loving wife,
O’erjoyed Was he to find,” etc.
3. The hilarity of the precious six :

« Were neverfolks so glad."”

4. The excitement of Betty when she
came down stairs scbeaming

“ The wine is left behind! ”

5. The general ebullition when Gil-
pin’s bottles came to view :

“The dogs did barks, the children scream’d,
Up flew the windows all,

And every soul cried out, Well done!
As LOUD AS HE COULD BAWL.”

6. The wail for the lost wine :

‘“ Down ran the wine into the road,
Most piteous to be seen.”
7. The objurgation from the balcony :
““Stop! Stop! John Gilpin, here's the
They all atoud did cry.” [house !
8. Gilpin’s distress :

“ Away went Gilpin, out of breath
And sore against his will."

oo e wN

9. The fright of the horse when the
ass brayed :
‘“ Whereat his horse did snort as he
Had heard a lion roar,

And galloped off with all his might.”

10. The zeal of the six gentlemen :
‘* They raised the hue and cry,

Stop thief!

stop thief! a highwaymanl

Not one of them was mute.”

These are only a few of the biggest
bubbles on the top of the pot. The
whole ballad is boiling with unspeakable
emotion. A new excitement turns up at
nearly every verse.

(do be continued!).

From the Daily Graphic.
LONG AND SHORT WORDS.

Cowper’s ballad of “ John Gilpin " has been
analyzed by the editor of the American Soci-
alist, and in its 1,488 words 1,237 are found
to be of one syllable, 22(5 of two, and twenty-
five of three syllables. Going further the
essayist discovers that the Gilpin ballad con-
tains eighty-three per cent, of one-syllabled
words. Shakspeare’s per centage is eighty-
one; Runyan’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” eighty;
Sermon on the Mount, seventy-nine; ““Rob-
inson Crusoe,” seventy-seven ; Dickens uses
seventy-five per cent.; Webster, seventy-
three ; Addison, sixty-nine; Dr. Johnson,
sixty-eight; New-York Tribune (editorial),
sixty-six ; Graphic, Sixty-six ; Herald, sixty-
four. The writer commends Cowper’s sim-
plicity of language, and recommends it to all
aspirants for literary fame, yet we do not
perceive that he always follows his own
counsel, for the criticism of the ballad
abounds in sentences like these: <““Each of
these strains is subdivided into two contrast-
ing members—an introduction that is hilari-
ous and a sequel that is lugubrious.” Again:
“ His long tribulation, with its attendant ab-
surdities and comicalities, reaches its climax,
and then follows a cheerful cadence or grand
finale." Mr. Noyes, to be consistent, should
in this last sentence have said: ‘‘His long
woe, with the follies and funny acts that
come with it, reaches the point most funny,
and then comes to a cheerful sort of rhyme
or grand end.” Now you may see that this
wholesale use of short words is not such an
easy matter. It will be difficult to prevent
your expressions from sounding very much
like a boy’s earliest efforts at composition.
Readers demand what they call elegance of
diction, and it is difficult to form this out of
pure Saxon material. Suppose you wish to
speak of the “look of the houses in any
city.” The last seven words, which, for the
sake of illustration, we have made as simple
as possible, can be much abbreviated by the
term ““architectural display.” Indeed, the
idea conveyed by the above term would re
quire a dozen purely Saxon words for its
expression, and then might fail to convey
your exact meaning. This rigid use of short
words would require ideas to be conveyed
metaphorically by parables and similes, which
would involve a vast increase instead of de-
crease in words, and it would be very awk-
ward that every person should be obliged to
recite the same ten lines of parable or simile
to tell, for instance, that John Jones was of a
““sanguine temperament.” Let us further
adopt Mr. Noyes’s advice. We will discard all
the Latin derivatives and return to plain,
honest Saxon. Behold how quickly the
difficulties arise! The word ““suicide” first
confronts us. Away with him! He is a
complex, vertebrate, double-jointed term.
We must have words with only one bone in
them. What shall be done with the ““sui-
cide?” Saxonize him. How? Call him
“ self-killer?” That’s the shortest term for
expressing the idea. We have traded seven
letters for ten. We find a necessity for a
greater number of words. We find also a
tendency to condense many ideas in one
word.—N. Y. Graphic.

COMMENTS BY J. H. N.

My responsibility is a little over-stated in
this criticism. | brought to view the fact
that the Gilpin ballad ““beats all” for short
Saxon words; but I did not take upon
myself even to state the lesson which that
fact teaches. The New England Journal of
Education, whose words I recited, and whose
authority in literature is far higher than
mine, recommended to literary aspirants the
general ““use of short Saxon words,” and
enforced its recommendation by citations
from Professor Marsh and Richard Grant
White. | retreat behind these authorities.

The careful reader of my lecture will
recollect that the special doctrine for which 1
am responsible is, that much of the beauty
of the Gilpin ballad results from  thefitness
of the style to the story +” from which it fol-
lows that lowly words are best for lowly
subjects and lofty words for lofty subjects—
a doctrine not inconsistent with the teaching



of the Graphic. At the same time | acknowledge deference
to the high authorities and exemplars which favor the general
preference of Saxon words.

As to my own example, | confess deficiency in Saxon terse-
ness. | was brought up on Latin and Greek, and find it
difficult to come down to the simplicity of such models as
Gowper. Probably it is not best to do so. 1 acknowledge
the truth of many of the Graphic's suggestions. Still I find
myself often changing long words for short ones with great
advantage. My ambition is to improve in that direction.
And, to tell the truth, the Graphic’s Saxon version of my
big-worded sentence, though not the best that could be
made, strikes me, after all, as more lively than the original.

Anyhow, long live free discussion and criticism—at least as
long as there are two sides to this question. My impression
is that there is some truth in the Graphic, and more in
Marsh and White.

By the way, how does the Graphic make out that the

Saxon words ““look of the houses” (leaving out the
words ““in any city,” which are certainly extraneous) can be
much abbreviated by using the Latinized term “ architectu-

ral display?” As | count, this is trading five syllables for
seven, and fifteen letters for twenty. J h n
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“ He that is least impatient after to-morrow enjoys it most
when it comes.”—Epicurus.

ADMIRALTY REPORT.
BY THE OLD SALT.

No. 10,177.

Admiralty Court, Chambers, \ »
District of Branford, Conn. \

At Hotchkiss' Horse Shed, Lynch, J. presiding.

A Case of salvage on three boat oars,
wreck of a bathing-honse. Title to the property in the
W. C. of Wallingford. Salvage claimed jointly by one
B. and B. citizens of Short Beach ; profession, ““beach-
combers.” Property in court and in sight, valued at
$7.50. Claimants both present. Owner’s agent also
present. The question before the court was Jurisdic-
tion of salvors and the amount claimed for salvage, and,
if any thing, whether the original owners should pay
cash or in kind. On application of Parties in Interest,
the court granted both the privilege of argument. Mr.
B. in behalf of self and Mr. B., stated in his truly elo-
quent style the circumstances as to the gale of 29th
Dec. and its result at the beach, where the property in
question was seized by himself and partner; claiming
that all ““washed articles” on the beach at any time
and in any place were legally subjects of seizure ; and
that the law established the one rate of fifty per cent,
salvage without regard to labor performed in saving ift;
and that, once in possession and marked with the sal-
vor's initials, no other party had a right to take it away.
And he further claimed that salvage should be paid in
cash or in kind, at the option of the salvor ; and amid
the applause of the gentlemen present, he subsided, and
his partner B. said : “ The gale was tremendous ; never
saw water so high in the Bay, and never expect to
again ; knew the law on wreckings, and the reason | did
not leave the oars was because 1 did not know who was
the owner.” Allusion was made to the return of the
ducks, and he said : ““If the feed has not changed, the
ducks will return  and he took out his jack-knife for a
whittle.  [This remark about the ducks is mysterious ;
but it is a part of the report and must go in.—Ed.]

The agent for the owners then said he was happy to
learn the law applied to wrecks, wrecking and salvage,
as well as the rights of salvors ; but in the case before
us he prefered to throw law overboard and take up the
subject upon principles of eqility, or the Golden Rule.
He was sure that the parties whom he represented were
good kind neighbors, always more willing to suffer than
do a wrong, and that if any thing was to be paid in this

and the

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

case it must be so small an amount, as to make it ludi-
crous; and further, ““that it was well to submit to the
laws of either God or man,” and he would be obliged to
the gentleman for his authorities, in order that he might
not infringe upon them in the future. He expected to
take up ““ beach-combing ” for a livelihood when clams
and fish gave out, but until that time should come, he
would stand guard over all his out-door traps with a
good right-hand supporter. And here he broke out in
full merriment of laughter, and said : ‘‘ Gentlemen, I
will give you $1.50 if you will vacate your claim to the
property, and at an early day refer me to the 1aw
under which you live and act. The reply was, Yes.—
Consent was given to take the case out of court, the
money was paid, and property surrendered. Amen.

Decree, $1.50, without any charges for fees.

Yours Resp'y. C. £ h.
Feb. 15, 1877.

ITEMS OF NEWS.

HOME.
The ““Life of Charles Sumner” is in press.
There is a decided falling off in the export of petroleum.

The number of immigrants arriving at Castle Garden is
very small.

The children of Charles K. Landis have been awarded to
the care of their mother.

Ole Bull has returned, and given a concert in New-York.
The “ power ” is still on him.

The national debt was reduced $2,070,429 in February:
mostly in legal tender notes and fractional currency.

Gold fell to 1,048 March 1st.  This is the lowest it has
been since the spring of 1862.

The number of suicides in New-York city last year was
150, or nearly one for every two days.

The Direct Cable Company has also reduced its rates to 25
cents a word for messages to England.

Red Cloud has sent Prof. Marsh a red-stone pipe and a
tobacco pouch for services in breaking up the Indian Ring.

California honey is palatable and cheap. It is the product
of wild bees, and being made from native flowers, it has the
real flavor of the Golden State.

The Fall River cotton manufacturers are reported in pretty
good heart; they are making 5,850,000 yards of cloth a
week and saving $58,500 on the same.

Twelve dollars will admit you to the Wagner festival—
there will be six performances, and seventy players in the
orchestra. The rehearsals are under way.

The New York Central and Hudson River Railroad, has
been decided by the Legislature to be a resident of New-York
city. It never had any home before, and so dodged the tax-
collector.

What will he do with himself? that is what the papers are
asking about General Grant. Some say he will make a
European tour; the latest rumor is that he will be settled in
a great New-York bank.

Gen. McArthur, the Chicago post-master, is a defaulter
to the amount of $88,000. It is the old story : he borrowed
the public money in his hands without the consent of Uncle
Sam and could never after that get enough together to meet
his wicked indebtedness.

The New-York city Board of Education is trying to reduce
expenses. Its first trial did not suit and it tried again. This
time the clerk of the Board and 254 of the principals and
assistant principals asked that they might be included in the
retrenchments. That makes one feel right, but good teachers
ought to be well paid, though.

Baron Yon Steinwehr, who lately died at the Tifft House,
Buffalo, was for a time neighbor to the Wallingford Com-
munity, Wallingford, Conn. He had an important position
in the battle of Gettysburg. The Division under him was
placed in the very bend of the line of battle, which was, in
that case, in the form of a horse-shoe.

Webb Cook Hayes and Austin Birchard Hayes, sons of the
President, are graduates of Cornell University.

The counting of the electoral vote was completed at ten
minutes past four A. M., Friday, March 2.  There were 185
votes for Hayes and Wheeler, and 184 for Tilden and
Hendricks. The Hon. Rutherford Birchard Hayes, the
President-elect, arrived in Washington the same morning,
accompanied by his wife, and daughter, and two sons.

He took the oath of office at the White House on Saturday
theBdinst. in the presence of Chief Justice Waite, Gen.
Grant and Mr. Fish. His inaugural address was delivered
from the Capitol on Monday the 5th. It is said to be
definitely known in Washington that Wm. M. Evarts will
be his Secretary of State; John Sherman, Secretary of the
Treasury ; Carl Shurz, Secretary of the Interior; David M.
Key, Postmaster-General. The other cabinet officers are not
confidently reported.

A twenty-year acquaintance of President Hayes says of
him : “ More than any mm | ever knew he is a man of self-
poise. It has been his habit all his life to face responsibili-
ties and uncertainties without the twitching of a muscle.
That he is a man of fear is undoubted, because he is a
Christian gentleman and fears to do wrong; that he is a man
of nerve is also understood, for he never flinched from doing
what he believed to be right. Able, cultured, of large ex-
perience in public affairs, having extraordinary nerve and yet
strangely diffident of himself, Rutherford B. Hayes will not
only do credit to himself but the nation in the Presidential
chair.”

“ Ik. Marvel” said to the people of New Haven who atten-
ded his lecture on the “‘.iEsthetics of Every-day Life,”
‘“ Stairs play an important part in our domestic economy.
They should give free and easy passage to whatever may lie
above. It is amazing what inconvenience has for year after
year been imposed by only four or five feet of needless cur-
tailment of space, and the failure to throw off an inch or two
from the rise of home stairs.

It is a barbarism which !
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women, had they been architects, would have remedied long
ago.”

The Philadelphians have become very sick of a certain
chime of bells in that city, and to please them a justice court
has ordered the bells to keep still except on certain occasions.
The broad-brims couldn’t sleep when the bells were pealing,
it made their nerves twitch so ; and they couldn’t sleep when
the bells were still, they were in such mortal apprehension
that the bells would ring.

Ding-dong ! one-two; ding-dong
You melancholy bell!

Some poor soul is gone
This mellow, autumn day

To sing in glory bright—
You will not, dare not say

To shriek, and burn in hell.

The Joint Special Committee on Chinese Immigration has
reported adversely to the Chinese. The Committee went to
California, examined 130 witnesses taken from all classes of
society, and made a printed report of 1,200 pages. It says,
*“ The presence of the Chinese discourages white immigration
to the Pacific States. The Mongolian race seems to have no
desire for progress, and to have no conception of representa-
tive and free institutions. The Chinese women in California
are bought and sold, and held in the most revolting condi-
tion of slavery. The Chinese have a quasi government
among themselves independent of our laws, authorizing the
punishment of offenders against Chinese customs, even to
the taking of life.” Well, what are we going to do about it?
Uncle Sam’s Community seems to be conducted on the plan
of taking every body who applies.

The United States Supreme Court has sustained the decis-
ions of the lower courts in what are called the Granger cases.
This is a very important series of decisions, and makes the
Railroads entirely subordinate to the States chartering them.
““The first of these cases was that of Illinois, in which the
right of the Legislature to fix the maximum of charges by
the Chicago elevators was questioned. ““In the Wisconsin
case, the issue was made on the right to prescribe the maxi-
mum rates of fare for railroads.” ““In the lowa case, the
right to adopt a classified system of railroad charges is sus-
tained.” This thing has been a fight of corporation against
corporation, for the Grangers stood behind the Legislatures
and made the railroads submit. The single-handed farmer
could do nothing with the transportation companies, but
when he united with his fellow-farmer he became a master.

FOREIGN.

The Silver Commission could not agree.

The Senate will begin an extra session March 5th.

Gen. Diaz has been finally elected President of Mexico.

Dr. Slade, the Spiritualist is about to return to thq United
States.

The Rinderpest has stopped the exportation of fine cat-
tle to America.

There are only 199,000 slaves in Cuba.
363,000. Good! Keep on!

The Spanish Government has been advised that the
Cuban Insurrection is practically ended.

The Czar once offered $140,000 for Rembrandt’s ““Resur-
rection of Lazarus.” It is now owned by the Due d’Aumale.

The Bishop of Manchester lately addressed the actors of
that city on Sunday. He spoke twice and in two different
theaters.

There was a grand ball in Paris on the 27th ult, for the re-
lief of the sick operatives at Lyons. The receipts were
$60,000.

The Spanish minister at Pekin has broken off relations
with the Chinese Government. The quarrel is on the Coolie
question.

The trouble with the illicit distillers of north-eastern
Georgia is not yet ended. They are desperate and the
Government is resolute.

The Rev. Josiah Henson, the original of Mrs. Stowe’s
““Uncle Tom” was invited to wait upon the Queen at Buck-
ingham Palace, Mar. 3d.

The Australians are discussing the tariff question. Mr.
Henry Taylor, an English Free Trader, addressed the people
at various places but met small favor.

An enormous refrigerator is building in London to hold
the fresh meats which are now coming from America, and
soon from Spain and every available point.

There is no lack of rumors respecting the relations of
Russia and Turkey, but nothing decisive is done. The
probabilities all point to the withdrawal of Russia from her
warlike position.

The Sorbonne of France is open to women; so are the
seventeen Universities of Italy. Norway, Sweden and
Switzerland propose to make their highest educational insti-
tutions accessible to women.

Great preparations are making at Hurlingham, England,
for a mediaeval tournament in which four Saracens and four
Christian knights will participate. The Prince of Wales will
be present and have a part in the management.

The Vice-Governor-General of Soudan—the Khedive’s new
province in Central Africa, is Major Prout, a young Ameri-
can, who has always paddled his own canoe ; first through
the University of Michigan and then onward to his position
in Soudan.

The Methodist Ministers had to withdraw their invitation
to have Miss Oliver preach to them. It was too much for
the human nature of a clergyman. Dr. Bulkley made a sen-
sation when he told the Ministers that he would not have the
Virgin Mary preaching, if she were on earth.

Col. Gordon, the African Explorer says the Khedive has
given him absolute authority over Soudan and the provinces
of the Equator and the Red Sea coast. “ It will be my
fault,” he adds, “ if slavery does not cease to exist, and if
these vast countries are not open to the world.”

The London Times and Standard have lately had edi-
torials commenting on the superiority of many American
manufactures over those of England, Why, they ask, does
Turkey go to the United States for guns and other munitions
of war, unless it is because she can get better and cheaper
arms?

In 1870 there were
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SOCIALISTIC NOTICES.

The Co-operative Industrial As-
soeiation of Virginia is a chartered
company, designed to organize labor and so-
cial life npon the basis of order and justice.
It aims to secure higher education, fuller pro-
tection, and better conditions of living. It
is located on the high bluffs of the Potomac,
twenty miles from Washington; has ample
land, with cleartitle, extensive buildings, bear-
ing orchards, and fisheries. No debts to be in-
curred. Only willing, cheerful hand-workers,
or those who will help others work by furnish-
ing means, are wanted. Subscriptions, and
applications for resident membership desired.
Address with particulars,

De. J. A. Eowuand,
No. 600 Sixth-st.
Washington, D. C.

(Advertisements,

Largest Profits Yet.
SPECIMEN COPIES FREE.
FOR AM AGENCY SEND TO

D. Lothrop & Co., Boston.

The Agents' Directory.

Entered according to Act of Congress, 1877.

THE SECOND ANNUAL ISSUE

Will contain the permanent addresses of Aji‘ents &
Canvassers, in the United States and Canadas.
Every Agent should send bi= nermaneut address with
stamp for particulars. THE AGENTS’ HER-
AED, a 32-Column. Eight-Page Paper, devoted to
the interest of Agents and Canvassers. Tells
where to buy all kinds of AGENTS' GOODS on the
best terms.

AGENTS WANTED.

Address,
L. LUM SMITH,
614 Chestnut St.,, PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

THE

Oneida Community,
PACKERS OF CHOICE

Ms, Vegetables ai Jellies,

TsT. NT.

The vegetables put up by the O. C. are all
raised in the immediate vicinity of the Pre-
serving Factory, and great care is taken to
have them harvested at the best moment, and
canned while they are fresh.

The fruits are preserved in heavy syrup
made of the best white sugar, and are ready
for table use without further attention. The
aim has been to put them up in the best man-
ner. FRUITS IN GLASS AND TIN.

Send for Price List.

ENDOKSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS.

The Most Complete System Of
PHYSICAL EXERCISE

Ever Devised for Home
Practice.

100,000 in use by men,
women and children.

Used standing, sitting or
reclining.

Hundreds of graceful
movements.

For home, office, schools,
hospitals.

The Gymnasium consists of very elastic rubber
tubes, of different sizes and degrees of force, made
expressly for these exercises.

i*rlce-lifst.—No. 1, for Children 4 to 6 years,
$1.00. No. 2, for Children 6 to 8' $1.10. No. 3, for
Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No. 4, for Children 10 to 14,
$1.30. No. 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and
upwards, $1.40. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate
strength, $1.50. No. 7, used by Ladies, Children or
Gents, $2.00. No. 8, for Gentlemen of extra strength,
$2.50. Full set, family use, 1 each (1 to 6), Two 7's
and Two 8's, $16.00. Nos. 7 and 8 are fitted with a
screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or floor. A
pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8, ($5.00), make a complete
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on re-
ceipt of price. Address,

F. WAYLAND-SMITH,
Business Manager Am. Socialist.
Oneida, N. Y.

X H. Johnston,

WATCHMAKER & JEWELER,

150 Bowery, cor. of Broome-St.,
New-York.

Fine Gold and Silver Stem and Key-winding
Watches for Ladies and Gentlemen. Special
inducements offered to Clubs and Communi-
ties. Solid Silver and Fine Silver-plated Ware
for family use.

We have no price-list, out particular atten-
tion is given to special orders from a distance.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.

Advertisements.

socialistic ummu

The following publications will be sent from
the office of the American Socialist by
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price:

HISTORY OF

AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.

BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This handsome volume gives a clear account of
the Communistic experiments of the past, showing
the causes of their success or failure. It describes
Owen’s Community, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s
Community, the French School and the Enthusiasts
of 1843, the Eourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern
Times, the Broctonian Kespirationists, the Rappites,
the Zoarites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community,
etc., etc.

Few books more interesting than this have been
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes’s history
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He
points out the difference between the Owenites and
Fourierites—the Revivalists and Socialists—the Bible
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable
discrimination and vigor.—#AT. Y. Weekly Times.

A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and
in its treatment. It is the firstand only attempt,
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of
Social Science will find in Mr. Noyes’s book altogether
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the
subject. In fact, the book and its author are them-
selves psychological studies.—Independent.

A more interesting record can hardly be conceived.
* * * |tis a valuable contribution to the social and
religious history of our country, and gives important
information that may be looked for in vain elsewhere.
—Hearth and Home.

The History of American Socialisms
Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound
in cloth. Price, $3.00.

SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OF
Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An
8vo pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts. per single
copy.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Community in “ New
America,” “* Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica-
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John
Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages.
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING, or a

dinner without meat. By Harriet H. Skinner.
Price, 25 cts.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con-
dition, Internal Economy and Leading Principles.
Price, 25 cts.

MUTUAL CRITICISM. What itis, and How
it works. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents.

““ This little book deserves to be received as an in-
valuable contribution to psychological knowledge.”
—Galaxy Magazine.
““Persons interested in areal social science could
not do better than toread this suggestive little vol-
ume.”—N. Y. Daily Graphic.

Any five of the above pamphlets to any single
address for $1.00; the six for $1.20.

BACK VOLUMES OF THE <““ONEIDA
Circular” unbound. Price, $2.00 per volume.

HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.

358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.

Invaluable to students of Social and Religious
Science. Reveals the afflatus of New Testament
Christianity, and the conditions of successful Chris-
tian Communism. Tells how to get a pure heart, live
a pure life, and prepare individuals for social organi-
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt
of price.

(N“Messrs. Trubner & Company, Booksellers,
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, have the 1l History of
American Socialisms,” the “ Trapper's Guide,” and
the il Hand-Book of the O. C.,” for sate. They will
receive subscriptions for the American Socialist and
other publications of the Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,
Oneida, N. Y.

THE SOCIOLOGICAL SERLES.
Now in process of publication, a Series of
works on Social Science, Edited by Albert

Brisbane. Two numbers ready.

No. I. General Introduction to Social
Science. 8vo., 270 pages; price $1.00.

No. Il. Theory of Social Organization,

by Charles Eourier. 12mo.,
price $ 1.50.

Sent post-paid to any address, on receipt of
price. Address:

The American Socialist

Oneida, N. Y.

612 pages;

When you Visit the City of New York
STOP AT THE

GRAND UNION HOTEL

(Opposite Grand Central Depot.)

350 Elegant Rooms; 1.00O, 1.50 & 2.00.
Elevator, Steam, and all Improvements.
Prices Reduced to meet the strin-
gency of the times.

THE RESTAURANTS
Supplied with the best; prices lower than at
any other first-class Hotel in the City.

Baggage Delivered to and from this Depotfree.
See that the House you enter has “ Grand Union
Hotel ” on the sign.
W. D. GARRISON, Manager.

(Advertisements.
£%01* Sale-

One Shapley & Wells upright Boiler and
Engine, 6 to 8 horse-power, little used ; price,
$250.00. One Clipper upright Boiler and
Engine, 5 horse-power, new; price, $250.00.
One 24 in. Circular Wood Saw with Frame,
new; price, $50.00.

Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY,
Oneida, N. Y.

PAINTING.

The Xngersoll Ready Mixed Paints
are manufactured by the Patron’s Paint Company,
and sold, freight paid, at full trade discounts. It is
an absolutely pure article, and gives great satisfae-
tion all over the country. It is for the interest of
all about to paint, to write and have sent free their
book, uEvery one his own Painter.” It will save
much money whether you buy their paint or not.
The address is 259, Front Street, New York.
—Farmer’s Friend.

THE TRAPPER'S GUIDE: a Man-

ual of Instructions for capturing Fur-
bearing Animals. By S. Newhouse. Sixth
edition: with New Narratives and Illus-

trations. 215 pages, 8vo. Price, bound

in cloth, $1.50. Address,
American Socialist, Oneida, N. Y.

Mr. Geo. W. Uenck, 1204 Callow-
hill St., Philadelphia, is authorized to take subscrip-
tions for the American Socialtist and to collect pay
for the same. He will also take orders for any of our
other publications.

Memorable American Duels, from the
Hamilton-Burr to the Bennet-May affairs, are de-
scribed and illustrated in Frank Leslie’s Popular
Monthty for March, just issued. This Monthly is
certainly a marvel of excellence and cheapness.
There are also interesting papers on “ The Lord May-
or of London,” 15 illustrations; “ The Story of Val-
liere,” 5 illustrations ; * Sketches of Siberia,” 12 illus-
trations; ““Fish Culture,” 24 illustrations; and a
number of stories, short articles, etc. Within a year
the Popular Monthiy has gained a circulation ex-
ceeding that of any other American magazine. It
must be pronounced the favorite family monthly of
America. Our readers will do well to send $2.50 to
Frank Leslie, 537 Pearl Street, New York, and re-
ceive the Monthiy for one year, or 20 cents for sam-
ple copy, postage free.

SMITHOGRAPHY.

PORTRAITS, Etc.,
DRAWN BY MACHINERY.

Apparatus, with Paints, Pencils, Crayons, Blenders,
Holders, Paper, Easy Copies. Illustrated
Instructions by mail, $1.25. Instru-
ments alone, by mail, only 50c.

AGENTS WANTED.

Smithograph Manufacturing Go.,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

TERMS FREE.

Advertisements.

THE HAM1IWAM, Nos. 81 and 83 Columbia
Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Three minutes’ walk
from Eulton Ferry and the bridge; Turkish and Ro-
man baths; family hotel; elegantrooms with board for
permanent guests at moderate rates; transient, $2 to
$3 per day. CHAS. H. SHEPARD. M. D.

MILLER’S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West 26th-st., New-York.

A LUCRATIVE BUSINESS.

US'-WE WANT 500 MORE FIRST-CLASS
SEWING MACHINE AGENTS, AND 50C
MEN OF ENERGY AND ABILITY TO LEARN
THE BUSINESS OF SELLING SEWING MA-
CHINES. COMPENSATION LIBERAL, BUT
VARYING ACCORDING TO ABILITY, CHAR-
ACTER AND QUALIFICATIONS OF THE
AGENT. FOR PARTICULARS, ADDRESS

Wilson Seving iacHine Co, Cheap,

827 & 829 Broadway, New York, or New Orleans, La

PRINTERS' MATERIALS.

A COMPLETE OUTFIT FOR A COUNTRY NEWSPAPER
and Job Ofeice, including Job and News
Types, Chases, Galleys, &c.

One 14 inch Lead Cutter. Price, $2.25.

One Shear Card Cutter, 10 inch blade. Price, $8.00.

One American Paper Cutter, 28 inch knife, table-
planed, has double gauges and a parchment scale in
front; is in perfect order. Price, $80.00.

One Montague Paper Cutter, 28 inch knife.
$125.00. Has two knives. Price, $45.00.

One Rotary Pump (Johnson’s) almost new. Price,
$20.00.

One Clipper upright Boiler & Engine, 5 H. P., new
Price $275.00.

One Shapley & Wells upright Boiler & Engine, 6 to-
8 H. P., little used. Price $250.00.

One 5 H. P. Baxter Engine—has had only a years'
actual use. Is the most economical engine made, is
in perfect order. Cost $800.00. Price $550.00

1%-horse Horizontal Stationary Engine, link mo-
tion, reversible cut-off—a perfect gem. Was made by
the Boss Mechanic at the Locomoth e Works, and cost,
over $200.00. Price, with Pump, $125.00.

One large Standing Press, 28x44. Oak head. Hoes
Press same size. Cost $300.00. Pries $50.00.

One Eureka Paper Cutter, 30 in. knife. Price $140.00.

One Shear Card Cutter, 00 in. blade. Cost $25.00,
Price $8.00.

One 6x10 Stereotype Machine, Pap>er Mache Process.

Cost,

-Any one can make a success of Stereotyping the first

time by following the directions—it leaves the typo
perfectly clean—from 6 to 8 perfect casts can be made
from the same matrix, and the matrix can be preserv-
ed for future use. Price $50,00.

One upright Tubular Boiler H. P., extra heavy
iron. Made to special order,—been in use 2 months
—been tested at 250 Ibs.; has Steam Gauge, Water
Gauge and Safety-Valve. Price with Pump $90.00.

One Naphtha Stove, large enough to boil a pail of
water, is perfectly safe, costs only 6 cents per day of
10 hours to run it. Just the thing for making rollers-
or warming the table and ink fountain. Price, $7.00.

24 Reams 28x41, 70 Ib. Tinted Book Paper (Laid), is
flat and in four strong cases. If you decide to order,
please take full cases. Cost 18 cts. per Ib.

Price, 14 cts per Ib.

Goods will be sent C. O. D. unless the order is ac-
companied by the cash. Send for Circular.

M. J. NEWHOUSE, Oneida, N. Y.

MINERALS, SHELLS, BIRDS, é&c.

The Naturalists” Agency has been established at 3725 Lancaster Avenue, Philadelphia, for tlie
purpose of giving collectors of objects of Natural History an opportunity oi buying, selling or exchang-

ing their duplicates or collections.
Specimens sent to any part of the world by mail.

An illustrated monthly bulletin of 8 pages sent free.

I received the highest award given to any one at the Centennial Exposition of 1876, and the only award and
medal given to any American for “ Collections of Minerals.”

My Mineralogical Catalogue of 50 pages is distributed free to all customers, to others on receipt of 10 cents.
It is"profusely illustrated and the printer and engraver charged me about $900.00 before a copy was struck off!

By means of the table of species and accompanying tables, most species may be verifled.

The price listis an

excellent check-list, containing the names of all the species and the more common varieties, arranged alpha-

betically and preceded by the species number.
table of species.

Dy th The species number indicates the place of any mineral in the-
s.  After it will be found the species name, composition, streak or lustre, cleavage or fracture-
hardness, specific gravity, fusibility and crystalization.

The large increase of my business has comRﬁlled me to rent the store No. 3727, and use it entirely for Birds

Mammals, Shells, Plants,” Books, Fossils,

ound Builders’ Relics and other objects of Natural History!

I have secured the services of one of the best taxidermists in the country, and can do the best custom work!
Over 38 tons, and nearly $35,000 worth of Minerals on hand. $19,000 worth sold since the 17th day of January!

when the first box was put into my establishment.
receipts over $1,200.

November 13th, my cash sales were over $1,500 and cash

COLLECTIONS OF MINERALS

For Students. Amateurs, Professors, Physicians, and other Profeslonal Men.
The collections of 100 illustrate all the principal species and all the grand subdivisions in Dana and other

works on Mineralogy ; every Crystalline System; all the principal Ores and every known Element.

The collec-

tions are labeled with a printed label that can only be removed by soaking. The labels of the $5.00 and higher
priced collections give Dana’s species number, the name, locality, and in most cases, the composition of the

Mineral.

Number of Specimens

High School or Academy size, 2% x 3% in., Shelf Specimens
College size, 3% x 6 in., Shelf Specimens .........cccceunieae

All collections accompanied by my Illustrated Catalogue and table of species.

25 50 100
in box inbox inbox 100 200 300
$ 50 $100 $150 $100 $2 00 $3 00
150 3 00 6 00 5 00 10 00 25 00
10 00 25 00 50 00
25 00 50 00 100 00
....... 50 00 150 00 300 00

Send for the bulletin stating where you saw this advertisement.

Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science:

A. E. EOOTE, M. TX,

Prof, of Chemistry and Mineralogy.
Life Member of the

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences and of the American Museum
of Natural History, Central Park, New York.

English. Brussels, Three Ely and Ingrain, also Stair
Carpets, Velvet Engs, Crnm Cloths, Oil Cloths, etc.»
very cheap at the Old Blace.

112 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK.

Carpets carefully packed and sent to any part of the
United States free of charge.

SEND FOR PRICE LIST, je*

J. A. BENDALL.



