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MUTUAL CRITICISM.
Y.

HOW TO RECEIVE CRITICISM.

The difference between a right and wrong- spirit 
in receiving criticism, is the difference between 
manliness and childishness. A childish spirit frus­
trates the power and operation of truth in two 
ways : in one form it meets criticism with indiffer­
ence, carelessness, sluggishness ; it hears and for­
gets ; it is not really pricked to the heart and 
stirred to manly action. Another almost opposite 
manifestation of childishness toward criticism, is a 
spirit which is too sensitive, too anxious for justifi­
cation and in too much hurry for the results of the 
discipline. This spirit will break forth in anguish 
on the one hand, and rush into hurried action on 
the other; showing that its eye is on escape from 
suffering—on keeping a comfortable state of feeling 
rather than on improvement. A manly lover of 
criticism will not only take pleasure in the accom­
plishment of a good change in himself, but in the 
process by which it is accomplished. He will not 
only love the meat, but love to crack the nut. If we 
have an eye to the result alone, the process will be 
disagreeable to us. The man who paints a picture 
for the money to come for it merely, is no true 
artist. If he has any genuine taste he enjoys his 
work as well as its result. So in respect to criti­
cism ; the right spirit takes a quiet satisfaction in 
seeing the truth working out its process of im­
provement, and is not impatient for the fruit of it. 
In the childish spirit, a hopeful person will be­
come excited and impatient, and set himself to 
bustling about in a way that does not accomplish 
any thing ; while a person who is naturally despon­
dent will be driven to despair and discouragement.

Suppose you are set to thread a needle; if you 
are all in a bustle, or if your eyes are full of tears, 
you cannot do it. You will do it only by being 
cool and quietly in earnest, and having your eyes 
clear. The operation of submitting ourselves to 
spiritual criticism so as to make it effectual, is like 
threading a needle ; it cannot be done either in the 
agitation of hope or fear. The more trouble we 
are in, or the more difficult the thing to be done, 
the more need there is of a calm, patient, self-pos­
sessed spirit; i. e., a manly spirit, free from child­
ishness.

Different organizations show their peculiarities

in their manner of receiving criticism. No two 
persons are affected exactly alike. Temperaments 
have their influence, and particularly the predomi­
nance or deficiency of hope, conscientiousness, and 
self-esteem. Approbativeness manifests itself in 
sensitiveness to blame, and a care to put the best 
side put. Large self-esteem makes persons resist 
criticism as a false charge ; it cannot bear * the 
mortification of being found in the wrong, and 
hence is very liable to deceive itself; it is apt to 
take criticism as a personal attack. Large hope 
seems to foil criticism. It may be compared to soil 
that is too rich; which is just as unproductive as 
soil that has never been fertilized. Small hope and 
small self-esteem make a soil that is too damp—it 
wants the sun. Some temperaments make a soil 
that is too quick; its productions shoot up rapidly, 
but they are not strong-rooted and hardy. This 
soil wants the manure of patience, and needs to be 
plowed in deep furrows. Some soils are soft and 
deep, and need only the touch of the harrow ; the 
seed planted in them, will take care of itself. The 
best soil is sunny, genial, deep, well exposed to 
the light and warmth of heaven, receptive to the 
dew and rain. A spirit that is constantly replenish­
ed with the strengthening and quickening elements 
of patience and enthusiasm for improvement, is the 
best for criticism.

In receiving criticism we may stand and take it 
as the fire of an enemy, and so feel wounded and 
sore ; or we may go over and join the party that 
fires at us, in which case we shall feel unhurt. Let 
a person have the self-possession to take sides with 
the truth and help on any just criticism of himself 
and he will find he can endure the severest ex­
posure of his faults without losing any of his self- 
respect or buoyancy of spirit. What self-respect 
he might lose by the discovery of his faults, is 
more than made up by the consciousness of being 
truthful; and by the justification which fellowship 
with the Spirit of Truth always brings. There is 
nothing more exhilarating than that electric union 
between our spirits and the Spirit of Truth, which 
is brought about by a courageous sacrifice of self to 
the truth. We enter into the joy of that Spirit, 
and into its self-complacency, in spite of the mortifi­
cation we may superficially suffer. If we are mem­
bers of Christ—one with his righteous, glorious 
life at the center—-criticism does not touch the real 
I. It takes effect on only the external charac­
ter, and that we can bear to have washed, as we do 
our clothes, without feeling ashamed or in any way 
damaged. The great secret of going through the 
judgment comfortably is to help judge ourselves.

A manly purpose of improvement is calm and 
rational, and will nurse itself for years to accom­
plish a desired change. The Bible speaks of men 
who “ lie in wait to deceive,” but we must “ lie in 
wait ” for the truth. Look at the cat lying in wait 
for the mouse. She is still; not a muscle stirs; 
but her eyes are shining with a bright, keen flame; 
and that flame indicates her purpose, while her 
stillness indicates her patience. There is nothing 
that pleases God more than to see us lie in wait for 
improvement with a bright eye, and without flurry. 
However far we may be from what he wishes us to 
be, if there is this purpose in us he is pleased with 
us. The hunter has glorious sport in running down 
the game as well as in overtaking it. A manly pur­
pose will give us the same excitement and pleasure 
in the pursuit of self-improvement.
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God waits for our improvement with long-suffer­
ing and patience ; it is impolite and unkind for us 
to trouble him with our impatience when he is not 
impatient. The spirit that seeks improvement with 
reference to the enjoyment of the immediate result, 
is the essence of pleasure-seeking. When pleasure­
seeking is cornered up, its last resort is to turn 
round and want to make improvement at a jump. 
Some persons fret to get a meek and quiet spirit. 
When we are under criticism the evil spirit is un­
easy because he finds he must go out of us, and he 
makes us uneasy because we cannot jump instan­
taneously to a perfect correction of our faults.

To illustrate the difference between the childish 
and the manly spirit in receiving criticism : suppose 
we should suggest to a company of children or 
childish persons to build a house. We can imagine 
that some of them would think in a crude, pre­
sumptuous way, that they could easily do it, and 
begin immediately to fly round, all hurry and bus­
tle, expecting to perform the job in a very short 
time. Others would look upon the undertaking as 
so monstrous that they never could hope to do it, 
and so would refuse to try. But a sensible man 
would lay his plans, gather his materials, and go 
about the job with an unwavering purpose, coolly 
expecting that it would take him months and per­
haps years, to finish it. The great works of archi­
tecture and engineering may justly inspire our rev­
erence, as exponents of manly purpose stretching 
through years, cool and self-sustained. We must 
learn from them to form immortal, self-sustaining 
purposes of personal improvement that do not de 
pend on immediate fruitfulness; and then we shall 
love the criticism that helps us on in our work.

Observe that the idea of “lying in wait,” is not 
on the one hand that of doing nothing, nor on the 
other, of bustling about; but it is to watch. 
Christ and Paul both said a great deal about watch­
ing. The faculty of watching with fire in the eye, 
is the great secret of power. It requires a perfect; 
balance of spirit between eagerness and self- 
control. With that balance, criticism may not 
merely be endured, but welcomed as a positive 
pleasure.

After all this general and desultory advice to= 
criticisers and criticisees, most persons probably 
will have some anxious , doubts whether mutual, 
criticism can be carried on without offenses and 
wrangling. Personal grudges and unjust mistakes; 
are so apt to steal into the observations of those 
who criticise, and personal irritability under such 
grudges and mistakes, and even under kind and 
just censure, is so natural to those who are criti­
cised, that it seems a great thing to expect ordinary 
human nature to go through the ordeal without 
“answering back,” and so turning the criticism 
club into a debating society, and finally into a bear­
garden. Undoubtedly this is the danger that 
stands in the way of Mutual Criticism.

And it must here be distinctly admitted that the 
successful introduction of this institution does re­
quire a certain amount of intelligence and civiliza­
tion of the passions. The same is true, as every 
body knows, of all free institutions : such as com­
mon suffrage and trial by jury. The stupid and 
barbarous cannot run such machinery with profit 
and safety. And Mutual Criticism undoubtedly 
will require even a higher standard of civilization
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than that in which these common institutions are 
possible.

We judge, however, that a large part of the civi­
lized world is far enough advanced to handle the 
new machinery which we offer. There was civiliza­
tion enough at Andover to invent it, and run it 
profitably forty-five years ago ; and it has been in 
successful operation at Putney and Oneida for 
thirty years. Things are not generally invented 
and perfected long before the world is ready to use 
them.

Our advice to all societies, churches, Communi­
ties and clubs that think of starting Mutual Criti­
cism is, to first sit down and count the cost, and to 
take our word for it that the cost will be nothing 
less than general humility enough to receive severe 
mortification and even unjust criticisms without re­
ply and without offense.

For a good example of the right spirit in receiv­
ing criticism, we are glad to be able to point back 
to Rev. John A. Yinton, one of the Andover 
veterans whose testimony was published in the 
first of these articles. He says of his ordeal, “ The 
process was severe and scathing in the extreme. 
Most of the remarks were just and kindly in­
tended ; some of them were, I have always thought, 
unkind, unjust, and rather too severe, at least. At 
the same time, as I wrote in my journal, I was con­
scious of other faults more heinous, and more dan­
gerous to my soul and the cause of Christ, as com­
mitted more directly against God. The immediate 
result was to drive me to the blood of sprinkling, 
the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. Af­
ter I went to my room I could but weep before 
God over my numerous faults, which had been so 
faithfully exposed.” That is the way to take criti­
cism, and it is easy when you know how and have 
the soft heart. If you cannot calculate on some 
thing like that in your circle, don’t undertake Mu­
tual Criticism.

NUB,SING THE SICK.

in.
SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS.

The following experience—told me many years ago by 
a confidential friend—illustrates what we mean by spir­
itual conditions, and their influences for good or for evil 
on the patient. I will give the story in his own lan­
guage as nearly as I can—though it be a little quaint 
and peculiar and strong :

“It is now nigh onto seventeen years since I was 
taken sick with a fever—a sort of ‘ low, bilious fever, ’ 
the doctors called it. It brought me low enough, I can 
tell you, whatever it was. For three weeks, or there­
abouts, they told me—for I knew nothing about it— 
at times I was raving crazy, and three men could scarcely 
hold me in bed, though generally I was so weak that I 
could not raise my head from my pillow. Well, I came- 
to after awhile and knew where I was, but so perfectly 
used up and worn out that it really seemed as if I hadn’t 
strength enough left to get well. I hung along in this 
way for nearly a month ; half the time not caring a snap 
whether I got better or got worse. I had good nursing 
and doctors enough, Lord knows; there was Dr. C., 
our old family physician, and Dr. L., and Dr. T. ; and
finally when I was worst off, they sent over to------, and
called in Dr. M. You know people always called him 
in bad cases. Somehow or other they couldn’t agree as 
to what ailed me, and of course didn’t know what to 
give me ; so they compromised the matter by leaving a 
lot of medicine, calculating I suppose, that some of it 
would hit my case. And I reckon it did. My wife had 
about worn herself out waiting on me night and day, 
the neighbors had watched with me, and finally they 
hired a couple of professional nurses to take charge of 
me. Well, as soon as I came to myself, I used to lie 
there and count the bottles and vials and cups of medi­
cine which stood on the stand and mantel-piece, and 
wonder how many of them I would have to empty be­
fore I got well or died—I didn’t much care which. One 
or other of the doctors would come in every morning, 
feel of my pulse, and give directions to the nurse. My 
wife would flit in and out, and perhaps half-a-dozen 
neighbors would look in at the door and whisper, 
and dodge back and forth. My brother Sam’s family 
lived near by, and they would all come over once or 
twice a day, and walk round on tip-toe and whisper and 
nod and look at the doctor and the nurse, and stumble 
against each other, trying not to make any noise. Fi­
nally old Eliza T. the professional shroud-maker of the 
village came into my room looking for all the world as 
if she were taking my measure for a funeral suit. By 
George, I began to think they would measure me for my 
coffin next! I did,—fact. The very air seemed full of 
funerals and shrouds and coffins and grave-diggers and 
the devil. I began to get mad, but what to do I didn’t

know, I was really too helpless to do any thing. Just 
about then who should come in but old Tom P. who 
used to lumber it with me years ago when we lived on 
the Kennebec. I hadn’t seen him for more than, twenty 
years, but I knew him right off; the same bright, cheer­
ful, big-souled man who always made things go, and go 
right. He never was sick in his life and never would 
let any body be sick when he was around. Well, he 
came in and sat down by my bed. He didn’t say much, 
but he made the room look brighter. He staid there in 
the house several days, helping take care of me, but not 
talking much himself. Finally, one day he got every 
one else out of the room, and sitting down by my bed­
side told me that I was suffering from too much doctoring 
and nursing and medicines and all that. I don’t remem­
ber exactly what he said, but his words were to that 
effect. He went on and talked to me about resisting 
disease and being hopeful, and not believing too much 
what the doctors and nurses said. I declare, the more 
he talked the better I felt, till finally I got right up in 
bed and shouted,

“ ‘ Hurrah ! for doctor Tom, he’s my man. Turn out 
the rest; pack off the nurses and hearses, and smash 
every------bottle of medicine in sight. ’

‘ ‘ I guess Tom thought I was crazy. He quieted me 
and I soon fell asleep. And would you believe it, I be­
gan to mend right away and didn’t take another drop of 
medicine either. Tom’s presence and spirit drove the 
disease clean out of me. The doctors and nurses looked 
rather sulky at the ‘ interloper,’ as they called him, but I 
would have him take charge of me and they couldn’t 
help themselves. Perhaps I should have recovered if 
Tom hadn’t come, but I rather guess not. I used to 
think every thing of doctors and medicine, but I tell ye 
what, there is something in conditions and influences 
which are around a sick man. I believe in them.”

In this case the spirit of disease was evidently broken 
and driven out of the sick-room by the entrance of a 
new element; the control was changed by filling the 
room and the patient with a spirit of faith and hope and 
resistance to the powers which were oppressing him. 
Not often do we see such sudden changes as those des­
cribed by my friend, or changes of so melodramatic a 
character; but the principle involved is one we have 
been studying many years. It is one which is of vital 
importance in treating the sick, and is becoming more 
and more appreciated in the medical profession generally. 
In an address to a graduating class of one of our promi­
nent colleges, the President took occasion to remark on 
the subject of deportment :

“You will always remember that you are dealing with 
living, sentient beings ; beings who are sensitive and re­
ceptive to personal influences ; and especially receptive 
to their medical attendant to whom they look for help in 
this extremity. No matter how hopeless the case, or 
threatening the symptoms you are bound to take a cheer­
ful view : to encourage, to look on the bright side as 
much as possible. Of course you will be called upon 
to tell the truth in regard to the probabilities of a re­
covery or of a fatal termination. But recollect that it is 
not a physician’s first duty to pronounce a fiat of life or 
death. His duty is to combat disease to the bitter end : 
to cure disease, and not strengthen it by evil forebod­
ings and dismal prognoses. ”

This is good doctrine so far as it goes, but we go 
a step farther and plant ourselves fairly and squarely 
on, the ground of recognizing the spiritual character of 
disease, and of the necessity of fighting it with spir­
itual weapons. We admit that natural conditions have 
much to do with the propagation of disease; we rec­
ognize the importance of sanitary laws; of hygienic 
conditions and the truths which modern science has 
brought to light. We do not ignore nor disparage the 
value of medicines and the medical profession ; but we 
find, that in addition to all this science, we must recognize 
the spiritual nature of disease and the importance of 
meeting it with spiritual means. And this we do through 
criticism. By a system of criticism we accomplish two 
objects :

1. We break the power of disease by driving out the 
evil spirits : and

2. We surround and envelope the patient with good 
spirits—faith, hope and courage.

■ This was the kind of treatment adopted by the Oneida 
Community during a campaign with the diphtheria in 
1863-4 ; and this was the treatment adopted during the 
Fever-and-Ague war at the Wallingford Community in 
1875. In the fight with diphtheria the Community 
used criticism and ice. In the battle with Fever and 
Ague, criticism and the Turkish Bath were employed. 
In both engagements the Community came off victorious.

In the conflict with diphtheria about sixty cases were 
treated with this compound medicine, and of these, fifty 
acknowledged a sensible benefit from criticism, while 
twenty-two received instantaneous relief.

The following is the experience of one of the cases 
who was thus relieved ;

“My experience in reference to criticism was new, 
and to me, interesting. I was taken at night with a 
sore throat, which continued to grow worse, and the 
next day I had all the symptoms of diphtheria. Be­
ing no better at night, but rather worse, I sent for a 
committee. Their criticism immediately threw me into

a profuse perspiration, till I felt as though I had been 
in a bath ; and before the committee had left the room 
my headache, backache, and fever were all gone. 
The criticism literally separated me from the spirit of 
disease that was upon me. I slept well and next day 
found myself substantially cured. I attribute my recov­
ery to the Spirit of Truth administered in criticism. ”

This is a fair specimen of many testimonials given 
during that winter, of the efficacy of criticism in break­
ing up disease.

In the Fever-and-Ague war so graphically described 
in the American Socialist by “ H. H. S.,” the same 
system of criticism was adopted with like results. We 
quote a few lines :

‘ ‘ A Board was appointed before the meeting broke up 
and it lost no time in giving the member whose saucy 
chill had been the signal for hostilities, a thorough 
course of ‘ criticism and fire. ’ The result was decisive. 
She was cured. After that it was not usual for a person 
to wait till his nose was an icicle before calling for suc­
cor. When the infected began to yawn and stretch and 
feel tired—awfully tired—without any apparent reason, 
when their bones became conscious, or, as some one ex­
pressed it, they ‘ felt a great superfluity of ossification 
in their limbs, ’ they hastened to put themselves in the 
care of the Board ; or, if any were too listless to do that, 
the vigilance of this body supplied all lack. Their zeal 
was sleepless ; they allowed nothing to interfere with 
their duty. They were on hand day and night at the 
least alarm or appearance of danger. And their work 
was effectual. The chills were headed off, discouraged, 
beaten—sent to limbo. The health and courage of 
the Commune rose every day ; and before a month had 
past victory was so sure that the united Communes 
passed a vote to quit their double-minded policy entire­
ly, settle down at Wallingford, and begin preparations 
for a new house. ”

It is not only in epidemics of acute diseases that criti­
cism has proved so effectual, but in the chronic ailments 
which are always lurking around, it has time and again 
broken the spell and set the captive free. Here is a 
scrap from a letter which is not wholly irrelevant:

“I had lost all hopes of ever getting well; I had 
tried almost every thing, including a much-vaunted 
special remedy, without getting any relief. I had set­
tled down under a conviction that I should be an invalid 
the rest of my days ; when a friend advised me to try a 
course of criticism. I replied that I had tried it, but 
without receiving much benefit, and that I did not be­
lieve it would cure me. However, I finally consented 
to submit my case to a committee. The effect of the 
first application was quite wonderful. The criticism 
was sharp and very humiliating to my old life, but 
through it all I felt a sense of being separated from the 
spirit of disease and unbelief which had so long held 
me in bondage. I felt hopeful of the future. The first 
criticism did not cure me at once, but it broke the spir­
itual power which held me. I could see daylight 
ahead. I felt that I was under a different control, and 
from that moment I began to mend ; and now I call my­
self well.”

In case of sickness among very young children, the 
spiritual control can be changed by criticism adminis­
tered to the parents or special friends, and those who 
come into close contact with the children. In the his­
tory of the Oneida Community there are many instances 
where an epidemic of disease among the children has 
been broken up and scattered, by rousing the whole 
family to more faith and earnestness. A “faith meet­
ing ” is sure to produce a change in the spiritual con­
trol of the entire family, and spiritual control is the 
key-note in nursing the sick. g. e. c.

Oneida Community, N. Y.

STRANGE THINGS
WHICH HAVE HAPPENED TO PEOPLE I KNOW.

II.

BY TIRZAH C. MILLER.

Thirty-three years ago when Mrs. H. who is a very 
impressible character, was a young married woman, she 
lived for some time near her brother in a New England 
city, and a strong friendship grew up between herself 
and her brother’s wife. Mrs. H. and her family moved
away one summer to the village of B---------in New
York. Mrs. H. heard several times from her sister-in- 
law that her health was quite poor, but she anticipated 
no serious result. One morning, however, she was sud­
denly awakened by the tolling of a bell—one, two, three 
and on to twenty-one, the age of her sister-in-law—the 
last stroke ringing in her ears with a weird and melan­
choly sound, though the bells of B---------were as silent
as the church-yard. She immediately said to herself, 
“ Sister Lucy is dead, ” and two days afterward she re­
ceived a letter informing her that Lucy had indeed 
passed away at the same hour in which she received her 
impression.

In the year 1852, during the early days of the Oneida 
Community, Mrs. O., a friend of Mrs. H., died of con­
sumption. She had a great repugnance to the idea of 
dying and talked frequently of returning if she found 
the plan a feasible one on reaching the other world.
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Some of her friends begged her not to do so, -when she 
turned to Mrs. H. and said, “ You won’t be afraid to 
see me, will you, Hannah?” “No, I won’t, Mary,” 
she answered. Several months after the death of her 
friend, Mrs. H. (who is one of the most vigorous, non- 
consumptive looking women I ever saw) awoke one night 
with a horrible oppression on her lungs and immediately 
became aware of a figure at her bedside. As quick as 
thought she threw the quilt over her head, exclaiming, 
“ No, no, Mary ! Go away ! I don’t want to see you ! ” 
For a number of days the soreness and pain remained 
in her lungs, though she had no symptoms whatever of 
a cold.

Two years afterward Mrs. N. died. For some time 
before leaving she had felt a great deal of anxiety about 
her eldest daughter, a young girl of fourteen, who was 
developing forward, coquettish proclivities to a degree 
Avhich her mother considered very unbecoming. A few 
days before her death Mrs. N. sent for Mrs. H. and 
entreated her to talk seriously with her daughter re­
specting the error of her ways. Mrs. H. promised to 
do so, but soon found the task a more difficult one than 
she anticipated. She was little accustomed to laboring 
with people in that manner, and besides the girl was in 
no way related to her. She consequently put off the 
idea of talking with her herself thinking that she would 
get one of the leading women of the Community to do 
it. Immediately a presence attached itself to her, 
pushing and urging her to the fulfillment of her prom­
ise. It left her not an hour’s respite, but clung to her 
as the old man did to Sinbad. When turning the corn­
er of the house, or going from one room to another she 
often felt so impressed with the nearness of her departed 
friend that she would involuntarily turn her head to see 
her pass by. Goaded almost to desperation, she finally 
took the girl aside and remonstrated with her most sin­
cerely for her course. The presence instantly left her 
and never troubled her again.

MB. K.’s STOKY.

During the winter of 1852-3, I heard a voice speak 
distinctly to me, when no visible person was in the room. 
In order to make my statement intelligible I shall have 
to tell some experience which I was going through at 
the time. I was taking a course of treatment at the 
Glen Haven “Water-Cure.” My health had failed me 
while at Oberlin College, and I had continued to run 
down for a year or more until I was so weak and re­
duced in flesh, that when I went to the “ Cure ” I was 
barely able to crawl about and help myself a little. 
The attending physician, after examining me, pro­
nounced my case hopeful, which gave me much en­
couragement ; but after a course of treatment, under 
which I gradually failed, the doctor began to lose hopes 
of me and expressed himself as doubtful of my recovery.

I had for some time previous been so much exercised 
on the subject of holiness or Salvation from Sin, that I 
had openly made a confession of Christ as a whole 
Savior, and had received an assurance that my con­
fession was accepted of God. It had not occurred to me, 
however, that Christ was also a Savior of the body as 
well as of the soul. One day I was looking over the 
newspapers which were kept in the general reading- 
room, when I came across one published by the Oneida 
Community, in which I found several accounts of 
miraculous cures by faith. These faith-cures interested 
me very much and turned my attention to the subject 
for the first time ; yet I did not make any special 
application of this faith to myself until after the follow­
ing experience :

I was awakened one morning between three and four 
o’clock, and the question was asked me in a very dis­
tinct tone of voice, “Do you ivish to get ivell, or not ? ” 
I heard the voice as plainly as I ever heard any thing in 
my life. I was unable to answer the question then. I 
did not know whether I wanted to live or die, I felt so 
resigned to do whatever God wanted to have me. I 
prayed a great deal during the following day, and tried 
to find out what God’s will was concerning me. The 
next morning at the same hour I was again awakened 
and the same question was put to me in tones of 
remarkable clearness. This time I felt as though God 
had some work for me in- this world and I replied, ‘ ‘ I 
would choose to get well.” Immediately I was so filled 
with the love of God that my chest swelled, it seemed 
to me, almost to bursting. I had also the fullest 
assurance that my wish would be granted so that 
nothing which subsequently followed could shake my 
faith, and now for twenty years that faith has been jus­
tified.

A trustworthy veteran tells the following queer story, 
which might do good among the tramps of these days, if

they would learn from it how to get what they want:
ABOUT A SIXPENCE.

In the old times of Perfectionism, when I was little 
better than a tramp, except that I trusted God, I was 
once walking with a brother tramp in the outskirts of 
New Haven—not having, either of us, home, friends or 
money—when I was taken with a longing for tobacco— 
the want of which, by the way, is generally worse than 
want of food to tramps who have ever been in bondage 
to it. I said to my companion, “ I really wish the Lord 
would give me a sixpence to-day, so that I could buy 
me some tobacco.” Just then a pleasant green bank at 
a little distance caught my eye and pointing to it I said, 
“Let us go there and lie down.” We went, and as I 
stretched myself on the spot I had pointed out, behold, 
right under my eye among the grass was a sixpence ! 
Of course we were astonished and pleased; and, con­
sidering ourselves licensed, we started for a grocery. 
On the way I picked up another sixpence in the middle 
of the street! “Look here,” said I, holding it up, 
“the Lord has doubled the gift; this is for you ! ” We 
had a jolly time over those sixpences. Did they come 
by chance, or did somebody give them to us ?

Here is another
ANSWEB TO PBAYEB.

When J. was Chaplain in the prison at Alexandria, in 
1860, a young man was brought in for a first offense. 
He was so young and apparently unaccustomed to sin 
that J. ’s heart was moved to pity and he determined if 
possible to save him from association with the hardened 
wretches who would be his daily companions if he re­
mained there. On going to head-quarters he found that 
the youth could be liberated on paying a fine of twenty- 
five dollars, a large sum, however, for so slight an error. 
J. had only his quarterly allowance and could not com­
mand so much money as that at once, so he prayed to God 
to give it to him. A day or two afterward he received 
a short note from a distant brother, running as follows: 
“Dear J :—If you find yourself in want of twenty-five 
dollars, draw on me.” This was a surprise, as it was the 
first time his brother had ever offered him money. J. 
immediately wrote for it, paid the young man’s fine and 
sent him away rejoicing ; but his brother was so disgust­
ed with his unpractical disposition of the funds that he 
never gave him another cent.

SALVATION OF THE BODY.

E.ditob Amebican Socialist :—St. Paul clearly taught 
that the body is the temple of God, and that whosoever 
defileth the temple, him will God destroy. He says, 
“Know ye not that your bodies are the members of 
Christ ? ” “ Know ye not that your bodies are the tem­
ples of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own ? For ye are bought 
with a price : therefore glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” Defiling the body then, 
is simply defiling the temple of the living God. How 
few professing Christians realize this fact. People live 
regardless of the laws which govern the human body. 
There are innumerable ways in which this temple of the 
living God can be defiled. Any thing that disturbs the 
action of the brain or nervous system is a defilement of 
this temple. Tobacco, alcoholic stimulants, poisonous 
drugs, unwholesome food, impure air, sexual excess and 
abuse, and whatever tends either to impair the quality 
of the blood or injure any of the tissues, is a means of 
defiling this temple.

By defiling this temple we do despite to the spirit of 
God which dwells in us, for Paul says in another place, 
‘ ‘ As God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. ” If this temple is so defiled that the spirit of 
God cannot dwell in it, then most assuredly the" temple 
will be destroyed. Whatever we do that injures the 
body tends to destroy our life. People use the body 
more as if it were an old useless dry-goods box, than the 
temple of the living God. The temple of God is some­
thing that is to be kept sacred and pure. Even a Mo­
hammedan, when he approaches the house of his God, 
takes off his shoes and soiled garments and leaves them 
in the vestibule. When people realize that salvation of 
the body is a part of the Christian programme, they 
will have little difficulty in reconciling what is commonly 
denominated “ science ” with religion. They will take 
new views of Christianity. We ought to live in such a 
way that our lives can be prolonged indefinitely on the 
earth. Who has any right to say that the Creator of 
this universe cannot devise means whereby death may 
be overcome, and man be taken from the earth without 
the process called death ? We read hat the last enemy, 
“death,” shall be destroyed and cast into the lake of 
fire. If people live in perfect obedience to the laws of

God, as revealed in his word and stamped on the hearts 
and minds of humanity, God would then dwell with 
them.

The resurrection of the body is clearly taught in the 
New Testament. Why not Lve so that our bodies will 
not die, and save the necessity of resurrection ? These 
are questions worthy the consideration of all who be­
lieve in Christianity. E. P. Milleb.

Bath Hotel, 39 & 41 West ‘IQth-st, New- York.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS.
BY A. EASTON.

I.
Among the many aids to success in associative enter­

prise the subject of frequent meetings must ever hold a 
place of vital importance, not only because that ‘ ‘ in 
the multitude of counselors there is safety,” but also be­
cause the experience of all successful associations has 
tested the advantages of frequent assemblies, at which 
the attendance of every member is carefully encouraged.

The Shakers attach great value to their family gather­
ings and esteem them a most important means of unity, 
and so far as we have been able to learn, the same is true 
of all the successful Communities. The Oneida and 
Wallingford Communities have, from their earliest 
history, assembled in their hall, or other convenient 
place, every evening from eight to nine o’clock for a 
family meeting; and a few minutes’ conversation on 
the subject with any one of their earnest members, will 
suffice to show the high appreciation in which this ordi­
nance is held among them. They will tell you of won­
derful rest from weariness of body and spirit, of cares 
laid aside, of hearts filled with joy and life, of crooked 
ways made straight, and of discords transformed into 
harmonies.

It is reasonable to suppose that in associations, the 
same natural laws will apply as to society outside, and 
we know that meetings are indispensable to all the great 
enterprises of the World. When any important object 
is to be attained, men instinctively call mass-meetings, 
and whether, in the interest of politics stump-meetings 
are convened, or camp-meetings are called in the cause 
of religion, we find the same means resulting in the 
same general stirring up and meeting of men’s minds on 
particular subjects. It is the old proverb verified over 
again, as “iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth 
the countenance of his friend.”

There may be nothing practical gained at such meet­
ings so far as we can see at the time. People meet and 
talk and to all outward appearance all things remain as 
they were, but subsequent events prove the contrary. 
When we shall be able to look behind the scenes, we 
shall see that in the world of the invisibles, heart ties 
are made and combinations formed wherever people 
meet together, of which they now little dream. Meetings 
are seances wherein the currents of life intermingle and 
form batteries, the discharges of which may be harmless 
as an ordinary thunder-clap, or they may shake the 
foundations of the earth.

In dealing with meetings we are dealing with occult: 
as well as visible agencies, and it is indispensable that 
proper conditions be studied, so that the desired end be 
obtained. The Shakers and the Oneida Communists, 
and doubtless others besides them, have studied the phi­
losophy of this subject and they recognize that their meet­
ings have conduced largely to the success they have met. 
in attaining unity. They undoubtedly took their cue 
from the Primitive Christians who were in earnest not 
to “forsake the assembling of themselves together,” 
and from that spirit of Revivalism that draws people 
together by thousands in meetings that, though with 
difficulty adjourned from day to day, continue in session 
in some mysterious sphere so that those who are absent 
find their hearts knit with those who are still taking an 
active part in the work.

We do not pretend to teach or to know all the philosophy 
of frequent meetings, we only call the attention of those 
interested in associative movements to the fact, that the 
only successful Communities have derived great help 
from their meetings, and that there is spiritual power 
connected with such gatherings, that Communists can 
not afford to ignore, and must study how to direct.

It can be easily imagined that, apart from the en­
thusiasm and confidence that frequent meetings tend to 
promote, they must be invaluable in any state of society 
in so far as they can be made the means of promoting 
and sustaining a certain standard of public opinion. 
Then again, if there is any discontent or disaffection, it 
would be more than likely to be brought to the surface 
in some of the discussions in a meeting, thus affording 
opportunity for exhortations to unity, and for explaining 
away many of those trifles that might otherwise ripen
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into open discord and dismemberment. For these and 
for numerous other reasons that will occur to everybody 
who studies the subject, we earnestly recommend all 
those who are trying socialistic experiments, to institute 
a system of frequent meetings in which all persons 
associated may speak often one with another, on the 
subjects in which they have a common interest, but in 
w aich the leading thought and the prominent desire of 
all must be unity.

AMERICAN SOCIALIST.
TmrssDA y, a va ust 10, istg.

Who would not increase the blessings of Home? “If 
any, speak, for him have we offended.”

The “tidal wave” of interest in Socialism which is 
rising in this country, brings us an increasing number 
of requests to notice in our paper new Socialistic move­
ments, proposed or already undertaken. Those who 
are ambitious of founding new Communities want to be 
made acquainted with persons desirous of joining such, 
and vice versa. It seems a natural function of the 
Amebican Socialist to assist these two classes of per­
sons in approaching each other, as it is the representative 
Socialistic paper of the world. There have, however, 
been objections to our undertaking such a part, on ac­
count of the difficulty of ascertaining the reliability of 
the various attempts, and because we did not like to 
discriminate, admitting some and rejecting others.

But we have bethought ourselves of a plan on which 
we will undertake this service. We will give up such 
space in a column of our paper as may be required, and 
will publish in it, without inquiry or comment, any de­
cent notices of Socialistic ventures, at a fixed price of one 
cent for each word. If this proves acceptable it will 
give the readers of our paper the very latest information 
concerning all such movements, which is quite desirable, 
and will at the same time allow those whom the paper 
serves to help sustain it. It will bring persons who 
desire Community homes into direct communication with 
the homes which lack members.

While this plan will free us from any responsibility, 
moral or other, as endorsing schemes advertised, it 
being well understood beforehand that we publish every 
respectably-worded notice that is offered and paid for, 
it will also leave us perfectly free to avow our convic­
tions concerning the various enterprises, and even strenu­
ously to caution the public against impostures and 
hare-brained schemes, where we become possessed of 
information calling for such a course.

The notice of Mr. J. W. Gaskin’s proposed “Demo­
cratic Community” in the present issue, inaugurates 
this new plan of ours. It is an example of the kind of 
project that we can by no means endorse or take any 
responsibility for, as our readers very well know. We 
do not believe a Community with no religion can suc­
ceed. But it seems to us that it will be an actual benefit 
to the world to have such enterprises honestly announced, 
instead of being worked out in obscurity, as thousands 
of them are. Those who want to know more of Mr. 
Gaskin’s plan than his notice tells can write to him.

TWO REQUISITES.

As the old English receipt for cooking a hare begins 
with saying, “First catch your hare,” so we would be­
gin by saying to one who contemplated starting a Com­
munity, First get your inspiration for starting it. Any 
man or woman who has the spirituality which is indis­
pensable in the leader of a Community will know what 
this means. It means that interior prompting which 
comes from the habit of inquiring the will of God, ac­
companied, it may be, by some slight external signs of 
preparation. These signs of preparation are likely to 
be close at hand, and of the most simple character. 
Fourier wanted as a preliminary to his model Associa­
tion, a palace with a domain four miles square. This, 
when all material things were in readiness, was to be 
occupied by eighteen hundred people, and universal 
harmony was prophesied. We believe that the simplest 
kind of an old-fashioned home is a more favorable germ 
for Communism than this. The Oneida Community 
was begun by a man’s simply cultivating heart unity 
with his mother and his own brothers and sisters in their 
old homestead. This heart unity led (as it always must 
when it is deep enough) to unity of temporal interests. 
The brothers and sisters married, and their families 
were added to the little society. Communism is not at 
its inception or at any other time dependent upon num­
bers. “If two or three of you agree as touching any 
thing it shall be done.” Thus we would show people

that a Community may be so simple in its origin, and of 
such slow and silent growth as scarcely to be perceived 
as such. “The kingdom of heaven cometh not with 
observation.” We would emphasize this point by re­
iteration. If you have an inspiration for starting a 
Community, do not look abroad for some of the world’s 
great men to hasten to add their talents to your cause, 
and then stand wondering that they do not do so. Your 
material is likely to be so close to your hand that you 
will overlook it if you do not take care. This material, 
too, is most likely to be those plain and simple-minded 
folks whose hearts are much bigger than their heads. 
They are sober-minded people who have been much 
fonder of revivals and revival leaders, than they have of 
reforms and reformers. They are men who have a 
sterling spot in their breasts which has kept them faith­
ful to the churches and to marriage, and has made them 
honest and tender-hearted and thrifty. If these true­
hearted men who have no intellectual or social brillian­
cy give themselves to your cause, you may be glad ; for 
when they are tried they will “come forth as gold.” 
“Not many wise are called.” After a Community has 
laid a deep and solid foundation of heart material, it 
can build up its own intellect in due proportion, keep­
ing it subordinate to the heart and free from callous 
pride and stony skepticism. The young people of a 
prosperous Community are sure to have, in the end, all 
the intellectual advantages of a University, all the relig­
ious advantages of a revival church, and all the social 
refinements of a perfect home.

Next to the inspiration necessary to make a simple 
movement toward Communism (and by Communism we 
mean always and primarily heart unity) is an ever pre­
sent and inexpugnable belief in Providence. Not in a 
vague and general Providence but in one as special and 
definite and care-taking, as a person. This belief, ex­
pressed or unexpressed and in greater or less strength, 
is, in our opinion, a sine qua non of successful Com­
munism. Such a belief would, we are sure, be the 
inevitable accompaniment of and growth from a true 
inspiration for Communism, and we can scarcely conceive 
of the pioneers of a Community going through the nec­
essary trials and labors of their beginning without it. 
It is the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night 
which led the Children of Israel. It enables those who 
have it to bear toils and privations with cheerfulness; 
it redoubles their joy in prosperity and keeps them from 
fainting in adversity. It fastens the attention upon 
God rather than upon man, and thus acts as a check 
upon evil-thinking, and chiding, and makes men patient, 
forbearing and gentle. When the private histories of 
successful Communism shall be written, the providen­
ces which have attended them will appear more curi­
ous and interesting than romances.

Where Inspiration and Providence go together (and they 
always travel hand in hand) there will be sure to be safe 
practical wisdom and sound common sense. The earnest 
people who harbor these guests, will not, like the poor 
Syivanians, send a cooper, a landscape painter, and a 
homeopathic doctor to select their land, and thus settle 
on a cold and sterile mountain. They will pick their 
best men for their places of trust and consider their 
moves none the less earnestly for believing that their best 
wisdom will be supplemented by one which is higher.

It seems to have become a pretty well-established 
rule now-a-days, that any great public work must fight 
its way to possible success through a crowd of legal ob­
structions interposed by individuals or organizations 
who fancy their rights or profits in danger from the new 
enterprise. We note that the three greatest improve­
ments which are now being made in and around New- 
York are suffering from difficulties of this kind, which 
have materially impeded their progress and increased 
their cost. We allude to the Brooklyn Bridge, the tun­
nel under the North river, between New-York and Jersey 
City, and the movement for rapid transit. All these 
schemes, which no one denies will be productive of great 
public benefit, have been hampered with injunctions to 
an extent which has made their completion more or less a 
matter of doubt. The street-car companies do not want 
their passengers to be drawn away by steam-lines which 
will go from one point to another in less than half the 
time now required. Ship and wharf owners have just 
found out that the great bridge will be too low, and that 
some vessels will have to strike their top-masts in order 
to pass it; and none of the railways terminating in Jer­
sey City want to see one or two of their rivals have an 
outlet into New-York. After considerable delay, how­
ever, the Courts have decided that the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the Hudson river tunnel shall be completed; and 
we presume the rapid transit enterprises will finally tri­
umph in the same way ; still the question arises, how |

long it will be before any system of public improvement 
will be impossible, on account of its interference with 
established individual or private rights. As the thing 
operates at present, every new enterprise when once 
completed, becomes, by virtue of the capital invested 
in it, a barrier to farther improvement in the same direc­
tion. When the Brooklyn bridge is finished, every per­
son who has any pecuniary interest in it will oppose, by 
all possible means, the project for connecting the two 
cities by means of a tunnel; and the managers of the 
rapid transit companies, who just now feel very much 
abused by the horse-car lines, will soon be working with 
all their power, and using all the machinery of the 
courts, to prevent the introduction of other steam-lines. 
It is a little melancholy to see our best schemes for pub­
lic improvement jostle one another in this way, but we 
hope for better things in the new dispensation that is 
coming.

COMMUNITY BUILDING.

A STUDY OP FOUNDATION PBINCIPLES.

As an introduction to what we have to say under this 
head, we give the following letter lately received :

Fair Haven, Conn., July 17, 1876.
Ed. Am. Socialist :—I am anxious to correspond with 

some parties with a view to the organization of a new Co­
operative or Communistic society. Can you aid me by giving 
me the address of some persons equally inclined ?

For a number of years I have been a careful student 
of the writings of the Oneida Community, and as those 
teachings have been so much in harmony with the religious 
tendencies of my life, it was but the natural consequence 
that I should be converted to Communism by them. In 
heart, and in life too, so far as my circumstances would per­
mit, I have been a Communist for years. By that I mean 
that I have endeavored to regulate my actions and conduct 
agreeably to the rules which must obtain in successful Commu­
nity life. I said I had been at heart a Communist. I believe 
the heart must be right or the life cannot be right. If the 
heart is full of selfishness and envyings the life will of neces­
sity show it. Unless Christ is in the heart we are in no con­
dition to be happy or to make others happy.

I have long been persuaded that the best results, either in 
business or in religion, can be obtained only through com­
bined effort. And I have often desired to unite myself and 
family either to some well-organized Community or to some 
new one, if I could find one with principles in harmony with 
my own. But the human heart is so selfish I have doubted 
my own ability to bring to a Community-life that degree of 
self-forgetfulness necessary to fulfill its duties and obligations. 
And yet trusting for strength in the Good Father who “ giv- 
eth to all men liberally and upbraideth not,” I am persuaded 
I should not be entirely out of place in a Christian Com­
munity.

After carefully considering the matter I have fully deter­
mined to put my long-cherished plan into execution provided 
God opens the way.

Hoping you may think, this of sufficient importance to 
warrant a reply, I am yours with sincere respect,

______ L. P. Deming.
Mr. Deming’s letter is the forerunner of a great num­

ber of similar ones which we expect to see by and by. 
When large numbers of people are converted to Com­
munism they will naturally ask the questions Mr. Dem­
ing asks. They will say :

“ Now that I have been converted to Communism by 
your teaching, and have determined to give myself and 
all I have heartily to it, can you help me to take the nec­
essary practical steps ?

“ Where can I find reliable persons of a like belief to 
associate with?” etc., etc.

We think these questions merit candid answers, and 
we will accordingly undertake to define our attitude to­
ward persons making such appeals.

It is evident that if there should be any large number 
of converts to Socialism they could not all hope to join 
already-existing Communities. Ne w Communities, and 
probably a good many of them, will have to be formed. 
A knowledge of the principles on which these new Com­
munities should be built is of great importance, since 
indifference to these principles is to court failure. We 
have an exceeding strong desire to save the cause of 
Socialism from the disgrace of another Bull Hun like 
that of Fourierism. And as we cannot undertake to 
personally superintend the organization and subsequent 
management of new Communities ; we think we can do 
the greatest good to all by candidly and carefully stating 
now what we consider the true plan for assembling the 
members of a Community designed to be united and 
enduring.

The past has taught some stern lessons in regard to 
this matter. Let us learn all that we can from it. 
Those who have heretofore attempted Communism have 
tried various ways of enlisting associates, some of which
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ways proved so disastrous that they should never again be 
relied upon. In the “ History of American Socialisms,” 
p. 56, we find this passage concerning Eobert Owen’s 
failures :

“ Owen’s method of getting together the material of his 
Community, seems to us the most obvious external cause of 
his failure. It was like advertising for a wife ; and we never 
heard of any body’s getting a good wife by advertising. A 
public invitation to ‘ the industrious and well-disposed of all 
nations,’ to come on and take possession of 30,000 acres of 
land and a ready-made village, leaving each one to judge as 
to his own industry and disposition, would insure a prompt 
gathering—and also a speedy scattering.

“This method, or something like it, has been tried in most 
of the non-religious experiments. The joint-stock principle, 
which many of them adopted, necessarily invites all who 
choose to buy stock. That principle may form organizations 
that are able to carry on the businesses of banks and rail­
roads after a fashion ; because such businesses require but 
little character, except zeal and ability for money-making. 
But a true Community, or even a semi-Community, like the 
.Fourier Phalanxes, requires far higher qualifications in its 
members and managers.

“ The socialistic theorizers all assume that Association is a 
step in advance of civilization. If that is true, we must 
assume also that the most advanced class of civilization 
is that which must take the step; and a discrimination of 
some sort will be required, to get that class into the work, 
and shut off the barbarians who would hinder it.

“Judging from all our experience and observation, we 
should say that the two most essential requisites for the for­
mation of successful Communities, are religious principle and 
previous acquaintance of the members. Both of these were 
lacking in Owen’s experiment. The advertising method of 
gathering necessarily ignores both.”

The point contained in this passage is further empha­
sized later on in the same work, in the final review of 
Communistic attempts, and is in these forcible words :

“ The one feature which distinguishes these Communities 
from the transitory sort, is their religion ; which in every 
case is of the earnest kind which comes by recognized 
afflatus, and controls all external arrangements.

‘ ‘ It seems then to be a fair induction from the facts before 
iis that earnest religion does in some way modify human de­
pravity so as to make continuous Association possible, and in­
sure it great material success. Or if it is doubted whether it 
does essentially change human nature, it certainly improves 
in some way the conditions of human nature in socialistic ex­
periments. It is to be noted that Mr. Greeley and other 
experts in Socialism claim that there is a class of 1 noble and 
lofty souls ’ who are prepared for close Association; but 
their attempts have constantly been frustrated by the throng 
of crotchety and selfish interlopers that jump onto their 
movements. Now it may be that the tests of earnest re­
ligion are just what are needed to keep a discrimination 
between the ‘ noble and lofty so\ils ’ and the scamps of whom 
the Socialists complain. On the whole, it seems probable that 
earnest religion does favorably modify both human depravity 
and its conditions, preparing some for Association by mak­
ing them better, and shutting off others that would defeat 
the attempts of the best. Earnest men of one religious faith 
are more likely to be respectful to organized authority and to 
one another, than men of no religion or men of many 
religions held in indifference and mutual counteraction. 
And this quality of respect, predisposing to peace and subor­
dination, however base it may be in the estimation of “ In­
dividual Sovereigns,” and however worthless it may be 
in ordinary circumstances, is certainly the indispensable 
element of success in close Association.

“ The logic of our facts may be summed up thus : The non- 
religious party has tried Association under the lead of Owen, 
and failed; the semi-religious party has tried it under the 
lead of Fourier, and failed; the thoroughly religious party 
has not yet tried it; but sporadic experiments have been 
made by various religious sects, and so far as they have gone, 
they have indicated by their success, that earnest religion 
may be relied upon to carry Association through to the 
attainment of all its hopes. The world then must wait for 
this final trial; and the hope of the triumph of Association 
cannot rationally be given up, till this trial has been made.

“ The question for the future is, Will the Revivalists go for­
ward into Socialism ; or will the Socialists go forward into 
Revivalism ? We do not expect any further advance, till one 
or the other of these things shall come to pass ; and we do 
not expect overwhelming victory and peace till both shall 
come to pass.

“ The best outlook for Socialism is in the direction of the 
local churches. These are scattered everywhere, and under 
a powerful afflatus might easily be converted into Com­
munities. In that case Communism would have the advan­
tage of previous religion, previous acquaintance, and previ­
ous rudimental organizations, all assisting in the tremendous 
transition from the old world of selfishness, to the new 
world of common interest. We believe that a church that is 
capable of a genuine revival, could modulate into daily meet- 
ings, criticism, and all the self-denials of Communism, far

more easily than any gathering by general proclamation for 
the sole purpose of founding a Community.

“If the churches can not be put into this work, we do not 
see how Socialism on a large scale is going to be propagated. 
Exceptional Associations may be formed here and there by 
careful selection and special good fortune ; but how general 
society is to be resolved into Communities, without some such 
transformation of existing organizations, we do not pretend 
to foresee. Our hope is that churches of all denominations 
will by and by be quickened by the Pentecostal Spirit, and 
begin to grow and change, and finally, by a process as natu­
ral as the transformation of the chrysalis, burst forth into 
Communism.”

The man who proposes to himself to start a Commu­
nity has, then, this logical deduction from the history of 
all past attempts confronting him at the outset: viz., that 
to succeed he must select for members of his proposed 
Community persons of real religious principle, and only 
those who have had such previous acquaintance with 
each other as to inspire mutual respect and confidence.

We may further avail ourselves of past careful study 
of this point by re-printing a paragraph from our ‘ ‘ Salu­
tatory,” (see Ameeican Socialist, Yol. I., No. I.) written 
by the Editor. Commenting on the question “ How large 
ought Home to be ? ” and after expressing a hope that 
enlarged homes with their many economies and comforts 
may become common, he says :—

“But hopes shall not run away with us. ‘ Hasten slowly,’ 
is a good motto. We do not believe that the world can 
jump into these enlarged homes. We have no idea of re­
peating the folly of the Fourierists. Once is enough for a 
pell-mell rush out of the old homes, over the frail bridge of 
a closet-made theory, in search of a paradise of Phalanxes. 
The measures which we propose to institute will not be the 
manufacture of Communities by the signing of Constitu­
tions, but the preparation of conditions in which Commu­
nities may at some future time form themselves by organic 
growth. We hope to see a generation of Socialists which 
will begin by forming in every village and neighborhood, 
nay in every church, a Socialist Club similar to the old Ly­
ceums and the Young Men’s Christian Associations, having 
for their object to help one another in the study and dis­
cussion of Socialism. With meeting-rooms, libraries of 
socialist books, evening discussions, and finally mutual criti­
cism, schools of Socialism may be opened at once, easily and 
every-where, which, on the one hand, will be in themselves 
far more interesting than any similar gatherings that have 
preceded them, and on the other will prepare those who 
take part in them for safe graduation at last into Commu­
nities.”

This, taken in connection with the foregoing remarks, 
is a practical, plain answer to Mr. Deming and others 
similarly situated. From it may be gathered that we 
consider certain preliminaries absolutely essential to 
successful association in Communism. These prelimi­
naries are thorough acquaintance of the parties, relig­
ious unity and earnestness, training in mutual criticism 
of personal character, etc. Eor attempts made -without 
securing these necessary preparations we cannot too 
positively disclaim all responsibility. We shall be 
interested to hear from Mr. Deming and others what 
their chances are in their present circumstances of 
securing these preliminary conditions. Finally, let us 
say that in expressing our views on this subject we have 
no wish to dogmatize. We merely state what past ex­
perience has taught, and what we believe all experience 
will confirm. Let people write out their ideas and ex­
plain the difficulties under which they labor in their de­
sired advance into Communism. We will discuss the 
matter further.

The quarrel between the Republican Press and the 
Jesuits, in France, seems to be a small, personal affair, 
rather than a movement actuated by any political or relig­
ious principle. It would seem that the Jesuits were 
charged by some of the leading journals with interfer­
ing with the examination of the polytechnic students, 
by furnishing them with a list of the questions to be 
asked : upon which the Jesuits brought suit against the 
newspapers for libel. In retaliation, the entire liberal 
Republican Press is attempting to set going a movement 
for the suppression of the Jesuits, and it is not impossi­
ble that they may succeed, though such a result is not 
probable. During the 2d Empire, the Catholic religion 
received a semi-official support from the Grovernment, 
which has been withdrawn since the establishment of 
the Republic ; and in consequence, all forms of organi­
zation based on Catholicism are weaker than formerly. 
It does not follow that Catholicism, or even Jesuitism 
can be easily eradicated in France, as the religious lean­
ings of the masses are too strongly Catholic to be readily 
changed; but the movement of events indicates that the 
disposition to yield unquestioned sovereignty to the dic­
tates of the leaders of the Catholic Church, is not now 
the dominant feeling in France. There is no doubt that

under the present regime the sentiment of religious 
independence in the French nation is slowly, though 
steadily strengthening.

WHICH IS THE MOST NATURAL, EXISTING 
SOCIETY OR COMMUNISM f

[Editorial Correspondence.]

Aboard the Cars, July 27, 1876.
Mv neighbor is sociable and intelligent—is keenly 

alive to the shifting phases ©f society—has a decided 
opinion of his own, yet is free from all dogmatism of 
spirit or manner : in short, is just that sort of man one 
likes to find himself beside in the cars. We both are 
ticketed for Brocton, the home of the Respirationists ; 
and conversation naturally turns on the subject of Com­
munism, my neighbor urging that it is unnatural and 
impossible on any large scale.

“ How is it unnatural ? ” I venture to ask.
“ In many ways,” he replies, “unnatural in that it 

interferes greatly with one’s personal freedom—unnatu­
ral in that it keeps the greater number in childish subjec­
tion to their leaders—unnatural in that it deprives one 
of all feeling of ownership. A Communist is only part 
of a great machine, and has no independent action, no 
real liberty. He must move at another’s bidding. Then 
Communism is unnatural and unj ust because it makes all 
share alike—the industrious and the lazy, the provident 
and the shiftless. It seems to me altogether better that, 
every man should stand by himself and hoe his own 
row in life. ”

“ The Communists, ” I reply, “ themselves would scarce­
ly allow you to state their case. They claim there is more 
genuine freedom in united action than in personal inde­
pendence ; that they have the same feeling of ownership 
which is felt, for instance, by the members of a well-or­
ganized family ; and that in a Community genuine merit 
in character or conduct is more sure to be rewarded than 
in ordinary society. But whether their claims be true 
or not, I cannot avoid noticing many things in society 
as it is which seem as far from being natural and right 
as the things you have mentioned as objections to Com­
munism ; and they that live in glass houses must not 
throw stones, you know. For illustration : here is a 
man who is not particularly moral or meritorious in any 
respect; but he is shrewd and scheming, and manages 
to make himself rich. He builds a fine house, buys a 
good farm, rides in a splendid carriage, drawn by high- 
stepping horses ; he has servants at his command ; his 
children are educated at the best institutions in the 
country, and lack for nothing. His neighbor across the 
way may be more worthy in every respect, but lacking 
the scheming characteristics which have made the, other 
so prosperous, he may have to go through life in penury, 
with difficulty securing the bare necessities of life for 
himself and family; his children grow up in rags and 
ignorance. That does not seem natural, if by that word 
we mean what is right. Does it not seem more natural 
that society should be so organized that its members 
shall help one another ? No one is sufficient in himself 
in all respects. Each has his strong points and weak 
points ; and it seems as though a perfectly natural state 
of society would have mutual assistance for its founda­
tion principle, and not mutual independence and com­
petition. Does it not ?

“Well, Communism is a mere theory—fascinating and 
plausible ; but it can never work, carried out logically, 
it interferes with the family relation ; and the family is 
a perfect institution.”

“Is that really so? Does it afford complete social 
happiness ? On the contrary, are not the great ma­
jority of American families quite unable to satisfy the 
social, mental and spiritual wants of their members? 
And is not the growing tendency of our people to mass 
together in cities and villages owing to this fact ? ”

“Undoubtedly there are many unhappy families; 
but they seem to me exceptional, and it will not answer, 
you know, to take too much account of the exceptions. 
Family homes seem to me generally to be happy 
places.”

“ The Communists claim that they conserve all the 
good there is in them, and increase their happiness 
many fold by the increase of numbers, and of facilities 
for entertainment and improvement, diminution of labor, 
abolition of drudgery, etc., etc.”

“Yes, Yes; splendid theory, but never will work, 
except with picked companies.”

“You say Communism is unnatural; but how many 
things are there in your model form of society which 
are unnatural ? For instance, there is a large class of 

■ people who would actually regard a great war or plague 
or famine or fire as a blessing, because these things 
would give the poor laborers more scope ; and a bounti­
ful harvest, excessive production in any department, as
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a curse, because diminisliing the demand for labor. If 
Communism generally prevailed, bountiful production 
would prove a blessing to all, as it would only afford 
leisure for improvement and encourage pleasanter sorts 
of labor.”

“Yes, I must admit that existing society is faulty 
enough, but after all, Communism is not likely to dis­
place it in our time. ” w. A. H.

THE BROCTON COMMUNITY.

Its F ounder a Mountain Cove Leader—Migrations—
Non-Intercourse with the world—Respir itions,” etc.

Brocton, N. July 27, 1876.
Nine years ago Thomas L. Harris settled in this place 

under spiritual guidance, as he claims, and commenced 
what is now known as the Brocton Community. Mr. 
Harris had previously made himself widely known as a 
Universalist preacher, a Spiritualist, the author of some 
of the best poems found in Spiritualistic literature, and 
especially as one of the founders and leaders of the 
Mountain Cove Community in Virginia nearly twenty- 
five years ago—one of the most singular institutions 
which ever existed in any land. Some of the deluded 
ones supposed they had found the garden of Eden, the 
identical spot where our first parents sinned, and on 
which no human foot had trod since Adam and Eve were 
driven out. There the chosen were to “ escape the vales 
of deaththere “a city of refuge was to be builded 
as a hiding-place and a shelter; as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.” There angels were to 
ascend and descend. “In that mountain the Lord of 
hosts was to make unto all people a feast of fat things, 
and to destroy the face of the covering cast over all 
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. ” 
Scott and Harris, the principal leaders, professed abso­
lute divine inspiration and entire infallibility; that the 
infinite God communicated with them directly, without 
intermediate agency.

That Community of course was short-lived ; the ser­
pent again made trouble in the garden of Eden; there 
were quarrels about property and rebellion against 
leaders ; and the city of refuge became a city of discord 
and confusion ; and those who had fled to the mountain 
now fled to their former homes.

Fourteen years intervened between the collapse of the 
Mountain Cove experiment and the founding of this 
Salem-on-Erie—years of trial and battle, we may sup­
pose, for Mr. Harris. During this period he became a 
leader of Christian Spiritualism against Infidel Spirit­
ualism ; spent several years in England preaching 
strange doctrines ; lived five or six years at Amenia, 
Duchess County, New York, where he prospered as a 
banker and agriculturalist, and gathered about him a 
circle of devoted disciples, who followed him to this 
place when the inspired order came.

Mr. Harris in obedience to another voice, we suppose, 
(for he still claims to be guided in all his operations by 
inspiration), has purchased a tract of land in California, 
and has recently migrated thither with a part of his 
disciples. Whether the entire Community will join him 
there is a question which probably no one could answer 
at present.

The Community does not appear to have greatly 
prospered here financially. Their eating-house at the 
railway junction burned down a ,year or so ago; their 
hotel and store are closed; their large vineyards, from 
which they expected to realize great profits, have dis­
appointed them; they have sold off all their wines, and 
are letting their vineyards run out; they hold so much 
land they have to depend to some extent on hireling- 
service for its cultivation ; and of course let some of it 
take care of itself. Besides, for much of it, too high a 
price was paid to realize a great percentage of profit on 
the investment.

On the other hand, from all that can be learned, the 
Communists have lived harmoniously and happily, and 
have the greatest confidence in their chosen leader. 
They have won a reputation for integrity, temperance, 
and all such virtues, scarcely inferior even to that of the 
Shakers.

Still to my question, “ Do you regard the Communists 
as a blessing to the town ? ” addressed to citizens here 
and there, I seldom got a hearty “Yes,” and occasion­
ally a well rounded “No.” Some complain that the 
Communists keep themselves entirely separate from 
others, and “tie up ” capital in land and in other ways 
that might be employed to the great advantage of the 
town. This of course is their privilege and right; but 
on the other hand, it cannot be expected that there will 
be general rejoicing in the growth of any institution 
that does not bless others as well as its own members. 
In this view the employment of a great number of non-

members by Communities having prosperous manufac­
turing businesses is seen to be wise, though its subject­
ive evils to the Communities are not easily estimated.

The Brocton town’s people don’t like it that the Com­
munists are so secretive about all their affairs, and they 
are right. Communists must look two ways in this re­
spect : on the one hand, mind their own business; on 
the other, show that they themselves have no secrets. 
It is easy for Communists to reply to all questions touch­
ing their internal economies, ‘ ‘ That it is a private 
matter which does not concern the public;” but the 
reply is hardly accurate. When a new form of society 
asserts itself the adherents of the old forms naturally 
feel that they have a right to know all about it; and this 
feeling is not based on mere curiosity. In the broadest 
sense mankind is a unit, and one part has a right to 
know what the other parts are doing. Ask the people 
of Brocton such simple questions as these :

How many acres of land do the Communists own ?
How many members have they ?
How is their property held ?
And you will get no trustworthy replies, for the 

reason that the Communists keep all their affairs to 
themselves, and mingle with the outside world just as 
little as possible.

Many a reader of Nordhoff’s “ Communistic Societies 
of the United States,” must have been surprised to see 
that a work which devotes several pages to the “ Cedar 
Yale Community,” numbering at the time it was pub­
lished scarcely half a dozen members, and a chapter to 
the “ Social Freedom Community,” which had as “ full 
members two women, one man and three boys,” and 
even describes some colonies which are not Commu­
nistic, should make no mention of the Brocton Com­
munity ; but it is doubtless accounted for by the fact 
of their aversion to publicity, and the difficulty of 
obtaining accurate information about them.

The best account I have ever seen of the Brocton 
Community was written several years ago for the New 
York Sun by Oliver Dyer, now a minister in the Sweden- 
borgian church. It has many indications of having 
been sanctioned by Mr. Harris, and may be safely 
quoted as entirely trustworthy. The following para­
graphs relating to their religious doctrines are from his 
summary :

“This is a very religious Community. Swedenborg fur­
nishes the original doctrinal and philosophical basis of its 
faith, to which Mr. Harris, as he conceives, has been led 
by Providence to add other and vital matters, which were 
unknown until they were revealed through him. They rev­
erence the Scriptures as the very word of God.

“ The fundamental religious belief of the Community may 
be summed up in the dogma, that there is one God and only 
one, and that he is the Lord Jesus Christ. The religion of 
the Community is intensely practical, and may be stated as, 
faith in Christ, and a life in accordance with his command­
ments.

“ And here comes in the question, What is a life in ac­
cordance with Christ’s commandments? Mr. Harris and 
his fellow believers hold that when a man is ‘ born of the 
spirit,’ he is inevitably drawn into communal relations with 
his brethren, in accordance with the declaration that ‘ the 
disciples were of one heart and one mind, and had all things 
in common.’

“ This doctrine of Communism has been held by myriads, 
and repeated attempts have been made, but made in vain, 
to embody it in actual life. It is natural therefore, to dis­
trust any new attempt in the same direction. Mr. Harris 
is aware of this general distrust, and of the reasons for it; 
but he claims that he has something which places his 
attempt beyond the vicissitudes of chance, and bases it upon 
immutable certainty ; that hitherto there has been no palpa­
ble criterion whereby the existence of God could be tested, 
no tangible test whereby the indication of his will could be 
determined ; but that such criterion and test have now been 
vouchsafed, and that on such criterion and test to him 
communicated, his Community is founded.

“ The pivot on which this movement turns, the foundation 
on which it rests, the grand secret of the whole matter, is 
known in the Community as ‘ open respiration,’ also as 
‘ divine respiration; ’ and the starting point of the theory is, 
that God created man in his own image and likeness, and 
breathed into him the breath of life. That the breathing 
into man of the breath of life was the sensible point of con­
tact between the divine and human, between God and man. 
That man in his holy state was, so to speak, directly connected 
with God, by means of what might be likened to a spiritual 
respiratory umbilical cord, which ran from God to man’s 
inmost or celestial nature, and constantly suffused him with 
airs from heaven, whereby his spiritual respiration or life 
was supported, and his entire nature, physical as well as 
spiritual, kept in a state of godlike purity and innocence, 
without, however, any infringement of man’s freedom.

“ That after the fall of man this spiritual respiratory 
connection between God and man was severed, and the

spiritual intercourse between the Creator and the creature 
brought to an end, and hence spiritual death. That the 
great point is to have this respiratory connection with God 
restored. That Mr. Harris and those who are cooperating 
with him have had it restored, and are in the constant enjoy­
ment thereof. That it is by this divine respiration, and by 
no other means, that a human being can get irrefragable, 
tangible, satisfactory evidence that God is God, and that man 
has or can have conjunction with God. This divine respira­
tion retains all that is of the natural respiration as its base 
and fulcrum, and builds upon and employs it for its service.

‘ ‘ In the new respiration, God gives an atmosphere that is 
as sensitive to moral quality as the physical respiration is to 
natural quality; and this higher breath, whose essence is 
virtue, builds up the bodies of the virtuous, wars against dis­
ease, expels the virus of hereditary maladies, renews health 
from its foundations, and stands in the body as a sentinel 
against every plague. When this spiritual respiration de­
scends and takes possession of the frame, there is thence­
forth a guiding power, a positive inspiration, which selects 
the recipient’s calling, which trains him for it, which leads 
him to favorable localities, and which coordinates affairs on a 
large scale. It will deal with groups as with individuals ; it 
will re-distribute mankind ; it will reorganize the village, the 
town, the work-shop, the manufactory, the agricultural dis­
trict, the pastoral region, gathering human atoms from their 
degradation, and crystallizing them in resplendent unities.”

All this will sound familiar to those who have read 
the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, as will also the 
Broctonian philosophy in respect to “ eternal mating.”

One feature of the government of this Community as 
set forth by Dyer is especially worthy of attention. He 
says they have a council of Direction, consisting of 
nineteen members ; and that if any one of them dissents 
from any plan agreed upon by the rest, it is accepted as 
a providential indication that the time for carrying out 
the plan has not come ; and they patiently wait till the 
whole nineteen are perfectly agreed. This brings to 
mind one of the best principles another Community has 
worked out, and which is thus stated : “In determining 
upon any course of action or policy, unanimity is 
always sought by committees, by the Business Board, 
and by the Community. All consider themselves as one 
party, and intend to act together or not at all.”

The “Respirationists” have no unitary mansion^ * 1 2
though quite a number live in one of their largest 
dwellings. They have a number of small dwellings 
scattered over their large domain, some of which I 
notice are unoccupied.

The amount of land they possess is variously esti­
mated at from one thousand to two thousand acres. 
Dyer states it at 1,000 acres. They have recently sold 
some farms ; and the impression prevails that they would 
be glad to reduce their land still more, even if they do 
not all remove to California. Their principal income at 
present is derived from the sale of pressed hay.

Their members include several nationalities, but are 
perhaps predominantly English. They have fewer 
Japanese than formerly. One of the members told me 
that the Community numbers sixty or seventy persons 
at the present time.

The impression that I received from my interview 
with these “Respirationists ” is that they have two essen­
tials of permanency :

1. A strong religious afflatus ;
2. Strong leadership ;

but that their religion is too mystical, and their lead­
ership too supernal, for the present age. Their 
chances for a long life seem good ; but their chances for 
becoming an important factor in the world’s progress,
I should say, are small indeed. w. A. h.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Harvard, Mass., July 31, 1876.
Editor of American Socialist :—I have been a resident of 

this town nearly two years, and as my home is half-way be­
tween the Harvard and Shirley Shakers I have had an 
opportunity of studying their system, which I had for a long 
time desired. Last year I improved a business call to the 
interior of New York and made a brief visit at Oneida Com­
munity, and I have been an attentive reader of the Socialist, 
which appears to be making rapid strides to the foremost 
position as the organ of practical and scientific Socialism. I 
have no doubt there is much that is worthy of attention in 

. these various attempts to reach a higher life, and my interest 
is by no means abating, but I have approached the matter 
very cautiously, and with the practical examples under my 
notice, I think there is abundant reason for caution. But I 
would not confound caution with cowardice. If there is any 
real good in Communism we want it and are ready for it as 
soon as we can see it. But it appears to me that this is a 
subject that needs much study before it can be understood. 
I like your suggestions about a School of Socialism, and it 
may be that no more favorable location can be found than
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this town for such a movement. Besides the Shakers, this j 
town contains the location selected for Mr. Alcott’s Commu- j 
nity, Fruitlands, and it is not many years since there was 
another Community in existence within a few miles, in the 
town of Groton. In this county is Hopedale, and we are j 
within thirty miles of Brook Farm. Northampton is some­
what further, and in that neighborhood is the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, at Amherst, an institution which I sup­
pose would furnish much information to practical Commu­
nists. Then we have another class of institutions which it 
seems to me Socialists should not ignore. We have a fine 
new State-prison building at Concord, twelve miles distant, 
and a lunatic asylum at Worcester. Do not charge me with 
poking fun at your system. I am deeply in earnest; for 
are there not instances of compulsory Socialism, from which 
many useful lessons may be drawn ? Perhaps your readers 
will discern a better field for observation in the new State- 
prison for women at Framingham, and the State Industrial 
School for boys at Westboro, and a similar institution for 
girls at Lancaster (the next town), all within this county. I 
have been impressed with thoughts of these various institu­
tions—which are pretty plentiful in this vicinity—when I 
have read of suggestions of Schools of Socialism in your 
paper. I have no time to engage in long correspondence on 
this subject, but if there is a real “tidal wave of Socialism,”
I think it would be worth the while of some of those inter­
ested to make a visit to this town and found here a Harvard 
School of Socialism.

I notice you give some of the unpleasant features of Com­
munity life in the Socialist, for instance, the suit of the 
Grosvenors with the Harvard Society of Shakers, in which 
case three of the principal members of the Society were ex­
pelled, and afterward sued the Society for wages. My atten­
tion had been previously attracted to that case, and it seems 
to me important to have it well understood whether those 
joining Communities are liable to lose their property or the 
results of a life’s labor simply because of a change in reli­
gious belief. I suppose the tendency is to regard purity of | 
life, rather than any peculiar form of belief—the real test i 
that makes one worthy of membership. Am I correct in 
this view ? I think it should be stated in relation to the I

i
Grosvenors that the real point apparently at issue was the j 
amount paid to the departing sisters on leaving. They only 
received $>50.00 each after having lived in the Society nearly 
fifty years, or from early childhood.

I read with interest your account of Fruitlands in the 
Editorial Correspondence, and I think that short-lived attempt 
should be thoroughly studied during the life-time of its 
venerable founder. I hope your enterprise has opened the 
way for a complete and thorough examination of these early 
New England attempts at Communistic life. I confess to a 
great curiosity on these subjects if I have no higher motive, 
and I hope some rich fruit will ripen after your labors.

Faithfully yours, Charles W. Felt.

WHAT JOHN SMITH DID.

[Since we published such a feeling article on “The 
Smiths,” a week or two ago, several communications re­
lating to that family have been sent in to us, and among 
them the following concerning the boy John, of that 
ilk :]

One day when John was quite a small boy, his mother left 
the house for a few minutes, and John plunged into the cel­
lar, disobediently to taste of some home-made jam of which 
he was inordinately fond. Knowing its whereabouts he 
found no difficulty, and for a time quite patiently helped 
himself with his fingers. But at length, becoming more 
eager, he thrust his head down into the jar of preserves, and 
commenced lapping its delicious contents directly into his 
mouth.

Now the jar, it should be known, was one of the old-fash­
ioned kind, small-necked and large bodied ; so when, after a 
considerable lapse of time, this enterprising juvenile of 
wholesale propensities essayed to raise his head for a breath­
ing spell, behold! up went the jar also and settled snugly 
down about his head and shoulders, while the precious con­
tents oozed comfortably down his neck, or ran in dark, slug­
gish rills over his jacket. Finding himself ensnared, John 
struggled frantically to escape from this strange and terrible 
helmet. In vain. His head seemed to have suddenly and 
wonderfully enlarged. He could not withdraw it. His chin 
caught on the jar’s neck at every effort.

Meantime his mother had returned and not finding John 
about, became alarmed and commenced an anxious search 
for him. No John appeared. She ran to the neighbors. 
He was not there. She returned in despair. At length she 
espied the cellar door open and all was revealed. There, 
rolling on the floor in an agony of fright, lay her inglorious 
son, his head still buried in the jar, and his clothes “ a sight 
to behold.” Mrs. Smith was obliged to break that jar, in 
order to restore John to society.

—A class of six-year-old juveniles were one day talking 
about the story of Adam and Eve with their teacher, when 
one of the boys, after a seeming earnest reflection of some 
seconds, said: “Well, now, I should think that Adam or

God—Adam, any way—would have chopped down that 
naughty tree in the middle of the garden that made them so 
much trouble. I should.”

SUMMARY OF NEWS.

HOME.
The highest heat reported during the late warm weather 

was 112 degrees in the shade.
The current rate for transportation of corn from Chicago 

to New-York is 6| cts. per bushel.
A bill appropriating $200,000 for the completion of the 

Washington monument, has passed both houses of Congress.
The reduction of the national debt in July was $1,138,034. 

This is about $150,000 less than during the same month last 
year.

Uncle Sam has an addition to his family this Centennial 
year. Colorado is admitted to the Union as the thirty-eighth 
State.

The Indian chief “ Rain-in-the-Face ” has arrived at 
Standing Rock, with 220 lodges of Indians from the hostile 
camp.

The Centennial Exhibition managers have decided to admit 
schools to the Exhibition at half-rates, i. e., twenty-five 
cents each.

A new society for the relief of poor widows, orphans and 
sick children, has been formed by the Church of Our Savior, 
in New-York.

The Democratic nominees for President and Vice-Presi­
dent, Tilden and Hendricks, have at last sent in their letters 
of acceptance.

The death-rate in New-York city was lower last week than 
for any corresponding week, with one exception in 1869, for 
the past ten years.

Peter Cooper and Samuel T. Cary have been nominated as 
the “greenback” or “soft-money” candidates for President 
and Vice-President.

The application for an injunction, to stop the work on the 
East River Bridge, has been refused by Judge Johnson in 
the United States Circuit Court.

The bill to repeal the clause in the Resumption Act, fixing 
a day for the resumption of specie payment, has passed the 
House of Representatives.

The latest discovered preventive of the potato-bug pest are 
sunflowers. It is said that this bug will not molest plants 
that grow within twelve or fifteen feet of the sunflower.

It is announced that De Witt C. Littlejohn will follow up 
his opposition to Gov. Tilden in the St. Louis convention and 
leave the Democratic party to work for Hayes and Wheeler.

The Democrats oppose the increase of the cavalry forces 
called for by Gen. Sherman because they are afraid they will 
be used in the South for party purposes instead of going out 
against the Indians.

The immigration of Chinese to California has decreased 
some 6,000 the past year; and the proportion of women 
to men is greater, being one in a hundred, whereas in 1875 
it was one in two hundred.

A late decision by Judge Schaeffer, at Salt Lake City, has 
reduced the amount of alimony to be paid to Ann Eliza 
Young, from $500 per month to $100. This will reduce the 
total amount to be jiaid by Brigham Young from $17,000 to 
$3,600.

Prof. S. A. King, accompanied by ten other persons, made 
an ascension in the balloon Buffalo, from the Centennial 
grounds on the 4th inst. The balloon went up in fine style 
amidst the cheers of thirty-five or forty thousand people 
who were there to witness the ascension.

Gen. Belknap has been acquitted by the Senate, as the vote 
was not two-thirds in favor of conviction. Thirty-five Sena­
tors voted for conviction, and twenty-five for acquittal. The 
reason given by those in favor of acquittal was, that the 
Senate did not have jurisdiction over the case.

The proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, prohibiting any State from making a law that will 
prevent the establishing or exercise of any religion, or from 
allowing the use or control of money raised by taxation, by 
any sectarian body, has passed both houses of Congress.

The hostile Indians are not strong enough to meet the 
United States troops in a body, and there is every indication 
that the Indians will separate into marauding parties for 
attacking the settlements, and thus force the troops to divide 
into smaller companies, in order to protect the settlers and the 
stage routes.

An Indian club-point was recently found on the grounds 
of the Centennial Exhibition. Mr. F. H. Cushing, seeing 
the point protruding above the soil, where it had been turned 
up with the earth when the grounds were plowed, instantly 
recognized it as an old relic. From its resemblance to weap­
ons used by ancient Indian tribes, it is thought to be five 
hundred years old.

Mr. Samuel Leavitt of New-York is about starting a col­
ony in Virginia. It is to be a Communistic, joint-stock coop­
erative association, and will be located on the old George 
Mason estate about four miles south of Mount Vernon. Col. 
Edward Daniels, the present owner of the estate, puts it into 
the association as stock, and expects no return except the 
annual dividend which may accrue on his share of the stock. 
The estate now comprises 800 acres of land with 7,000 fruit 
trees and other improvements on it. Mr. Leavitt claims that 
they are “Eclectics, choosing the apparently valuable fea­
tures from ah the leading social systems.” They intend to 
make a beginning in Virginia about November next.

The Theosophical Society has sent one of its members, 
Mr. E. S. Spaulding, to accompany a party of nine Arabs to 
their country. These Arabs arrived in New-York from the 
West Indies, in a destitute condition, and by the kindness of 
the Mayor were admitted to the Bellevue Hospital. They do 
not remember how they came to this country, only that they 
found themselves in an open boat, and after being nine days 
out, they landed at Demerara; from there they went to 
Trinidad and then to New-York. Col. H. S. Olcott, who is 
President of the Theosophical Society, in raising means to 
send them home, found the Captains of the vessels sailing to

Gibraltar unwilling to take them, for fear the Arabs would be 
mutinous on the voyage. To reassure the Captain who 
finally consented to take them, the Theosophical Society sent 
Mr. Spaulding with them, and gave him instructions to re­
store the Arabs to their families and then to see every possible 
phase of magical and necromantic phenomena, and report the 
facts’ to the Society on his return. He is also to find a real 
magician or sorcerer who will come back with him and dis­
play his powers before the Society.

It is suggested by some one that Pres. Grant be appointed 
by Congress permanent President of the Smithsonian Insti­
tute, at the close of his present term of office, with a salary 
of $10,000 a year. For services rendered in the late war, 
and as Pres. Grant left a life-office in the army to become 
chief magistrate, he should be given some post that would 
bring him sufficient income to support him in comfortable 
circumstances. For the honor of the country, men retiring 
from its highest office, should have a pension, large enough 
for them to live in respectable circumstances.

FOREIGN.
There are about 300,000 Turkish troops in the field against 

Servia.
The Society of the Red Cross of Russia has sent a 

sanitary train, with surgeons and nurses, to the Servian 
army.

The Mahommedan subjects of Great Britain in India num­
ber 40,000,000 and the Christians only 896,658.

England and France are having exceedingly warm weather ; 
the mercury in Paris repeatedly showing over 100 degrees.

The Turkish forces under Moukhtar Pasha have been cut 
off from joining the other part of the army, and will have to 
flee into Austria, or surrender.

Prince Toussoun Pasha, only son of the late Said Pasha 
and son-in-law to the Khedive of Egypt has recently died, at 
the early age of twenty-one.

The marriage of King Alfonso of Spain to the daughter of 
the Duke de Montpensier is positively arranged, but the 
ceremony will be postponed till next year.

The route of a new railway from London to the north has 
been surveyed. The construction will cost £4,775,000 and 
when completed the road will be the most direct route to the 
north.

They have a very unceremonious way of deserting a dying 
Sultan in Turkey. Almost before the breath leaves the 
body those around run off to do homage to the new occupant 
of the throne. Then one or two of the old servants of the 
deceased wrap the body in straw matting, prop it up behind 
the door, and after dark quietly carry it out of the palace 
and bury it.

A Scotch Minister recently told his neighbor that he spoke 
two hours and a-half the Sunday previous. “ Why, min­
ister, were you not tired to death?” asked the neighbor.

“Aw, nae,” said he, “I was as fresh as a rose; but it 
would have done your heart good to see how tired the con­
gregation was.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
“ Are there not great advantages in Communism in regard to nursing 

the sick ? One of the greatest difficulties which a physician encounters 
in his daily practice is the lack of good nurses. In serious cases the life 
of the patient is often more dependent upon good nursing than upon 
medical attention. It is often the case that the only good nurse who can 
be found is soon disabled by protracted labor, and then we have to take 
up with whatever and whoever we can get. Do you realize your own 
advantages in this matter ? ”

Not always : But that good nursing is a great advantage of Commu­
nism there can be no shadow of doubt. We know of several lives which 
have been saved by good nursing and nothing else, so far as external 
measures wore concerned. We repeat it; good careful nursing of the 
sick is one of the great advantages of Communism. There is no mistake 
about it.

Says a young friend :—“ I have been trying to hive some 1 bumble 
bees ’ with the expectation (a faint one) of persuading them to make 
honey. They not only refused to make honey in their new home, but 
have cleared out—every buzzing bumble of them.”

Precisely. And that was just what they did once in our juvenile days 
when we undertook to “ civilize ” them. We secured a liberal allowance 
of sting and nothing else in return for all of our efforts. We sus­
pect there is a lack of evolution yet in bumble bees.

A lady writes:—“ Please tell me the correct name of that beautiful 
flower I saw at your place last week. It stood near the door. I have 
been trying to tell a friend of mine the name, but I can remember no 
more than ‘ Bodendrum ’—something. Why do they have such hard 
names to such flowers ? ”

Our fair correspondent probably refers to a species of “Bhodendrum 
Campanulatum,” and we riiecho her query: “ Why do they have such
abominably hard names in botany ? Wrhen one comes across a string of 
names like these : Calacechinus : Oresigenesi: Finaustrina : Kraschen- 
ninikovi : Gravenhorstia : Anderzejofskya : Millichof eria: Monactin- 
eirma: and Pleuroschssmatypus, we are tempted to abandon the study 
in despair.

“ How do you distinguish between the “ heart ” and the “ head; ” or 
between the intellect and the emotions ? Does not every thing of that 
kind come under the definition of mind ? ”

Perhaps so. We are aware that it is not always easy to distinguish be­
tween head and heart; between intellect and emotion especially if one 
or the other has entire control. Still, it can be done by those who study 
themselves and their sensations. Fanny Kemble, in the August Atlantic) 
gives a very clear view of the two, intellect and the heart, working to­
gether yet distinct from each other. She says: “ The curious part of 
acting to me is the sort of double process which the mind carries on at 
once, the combined operation of one’s faculties, so to speak [head and 
heart ] in diametrically opposite directions ; for instance, in that very last 
scene of Mrs. Beverly, while I was half dead with crying in the midst of 
real grief, created by an entirely unreal cause, I perceived that my tears 
were falling like rain all oyer my silk dress and spoiling it; and I calcu­
lated and measured most accurately the space that my father would re­
quire to fall in, and moved myself and my train accordingly, in the 
midst of the anguish I was to feign, and absolutely did endure. It is 
this watchful faculty [ the intellect ] (perfectly prosaic and commonplace 
in its nature), which never deserts me while I am uttering all that ex­
quisite, passionate poetry in Juliet’s balcony scene, while I feel as if my 
own soul [ heart] was on my lips, and my color comes and goes with the 
intensity of the sentiment I am expressing; which prevents me from 
falling over my train, from setting fire to myself with the lamps placed 
close to me, from leaning upon my canvas balcony when I seem to throw 
myself all but over it. In short, while the whole person seems to be fol­
lowing the mind [ heart ] in producing the desired effect and illusion 
upon the spectator, both the intellect and all the senses are constantly 
engrossed in guarding against the smallest accidents that might militate 
against it; and while representing things absolutely imaginary, they are 
taking cognizance of every real surrounding object that either assists or 
mars the result they seek to produce.”
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SOCIALISTIC NOTICES. Advertisements. Advertisements. Advertisements.
The Publishers of the American Socialist 

do not assume any responsibility as endorsing 
the character, moral or financial, of the Social­
istic enterprises noticed in this column. The 
rate for these notices is one cent for each worA, 
each insertion, cash in advance.

DEMOCRATIC COMMUNITY.
It is proposed to found a democratic Com­

munity, on Government lands in South Kansas.
NO RELIGION. NO MARRIAGE.

INVESTMENTS SECURED.
First aim of Community to be self-support­

ing, or to live without resort to profits of 
trading.

Persons willing to go “ far from the mad­
dening crowd ” for better opportunity to live 
as thus outlined, will please address

J. W. Gaskin.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

This geeat hstteknational exhibition.
DESIGNED TO COMMEMOEATE THE ONE 

HTJNDEEDTH ANNIVEESAEY OF AMEEICAN 
INDEPENDENCE, OPENED MAY 10th, AND WILD 
CLOSE NOVEMBEE 10th, 1876. All the Nations of 
the world and all the States and Territories of the 
Union are participating in this wonderful demon­
stration, bringing together the most comprehensive 
collection of art treasures, mechanical inventions, 
scientific discoveries, manufacturing achievements, 
mineral specimens, and agricultural products ever 
exhibited. The grounds devoted to the Exhibition 
are situated on the line of the Pennsylvania Eailroad 
and embrace four hundred and fifty acres of Fair- 
mount Park, all highly improved and ornamented, on 
which are erected the largest buildings ever con­
structed,—five of these covering an area of fifty acres 
and costing $5,000,000. The total number of buildings 
erected for the purposes of the Exhibition is near two 
hundred. During the thirty days immediately follow­
ing the opening of the Exhibition a million and a 
quarter of people visited it.

202 West-lAth Street, New- York.

(Advertisements.

SOCIALISTIC LITEEATUKB,
The following publications will be sent from 

the office of the American Socialist by 
mail, post-paid, on receipt of the price :

HISTORY OF

AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.
BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES.

This handsome volume gives a clear account of 
the Communistic experiments of the past, showing 
the causes of their success or failure. It describes 
Owen’s Community, Collins’ Community, Ballou’s 
Community, the French School and the Enthusiasts 
of 1813, the Fourier Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Modern 
Times, the Broctonian Kespiratiohists, the Kappites, 
the Zoarites, the Shakers, the Oneida Community, 
etc., etc.

This book is the first attempt to apply the principles 
of Induction to Socialism. Every one interested in the 
social issues that are coming should read it.

Few books more interesting than this have been 
published in this country. * * * Mr. Noyes’s history 
has the advantage of dealing in a vigorous and lucid 
style with what is itself of intrinsic interest. * * * He 
points out the difference between the Owenites and 
Fourierites—the Revivalists and Socialists—the Bible 
men and the Liberals or Infidels, with remarkable 
discrimination and vigor.—A. Y. Weekly Times.

A remarkable book, both in its subject-matter and 
in its treatment. It is the first and only attempt, 
with which we are acquainted, to give a history of 
American Socialistic movements. * * * Students of 
Social Science will find in Mr. Noyes’s book altogether 
the best, if not the only, historical compend on the 
subject. In fact, the book and its author are them­
selves psychological studies.—Independent.

A more interesting record can hardly be conceived. 
* * * It is a valuable contribution to the social and 
religious history of our country, and gives important 
information that may be looked for in vain elsewhere. 
—Hearth and Home.

The History of American Socialisms
Is a volume of 678 pages, on heavy tinted paper, bound 

in cloth. Price, $3.00.
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE END OF

Christian Faith. By John Humphrey Noyes. An 
8vo pamphlet of 48 pages. Price, 25 cts. per single 
copy, or $2.00 per dozen.

DIXON AND HIS COPYISTS: a Criticism
of the Accounts of the Oneida Gommunity in “ New 
America,” “ Spiritual Wives,” and kindred publica­
tions. By John Humphrey Noyes. Price, 25 cts.

SCIENTIFIC PROPAGATION. By John
Humphrey Noyes. An 8vo pamphlet of 32 pages. 
Price, 25 cts.

ONEIDA COMMUNITY COOKING, or a
dinner without meat. By Harriet H. Skinner. 
Price, 25 cts.

HAND-BOOK OF THE ONEIDA COMMU-
nity: Containing a Brief Sketch of its Present Con­
dition, Internal Economy and Leading Principles. 
Price, 25 cts.
The five pamphlets—“ Salvation from Sin,” “ Dixon 

and his Copyists,” “ Hand-Book of the Oneida Com­
munity,” “Scientific Propagation,” and “Oneida 
Community Cooking,” will be sent to a single address 
on the receipt of $1.00.
BACK VOLUMES OF THE “ONEIDA

Circular ” unbound. Price, $2.00 per volume.
HOME TALKS. By John Humphrey Noyes.

358 pages, 12mo. Price, $1.50.
Invahiable to students of Social and Religious 

Science. Reveals the afflatus of New Testament 
Christianity, and the conditions of successful Chris­
tian Communism. Tells howto get a pure heart, live 
a pure life, and prepare individuals for social organi­
zation on the largest scale. Sent post-paid on receipt 
of pirice.

THE PEfflSYMIA RAILROAD,
The Great Trunk Line

AND
FAST MAIL ROUTE OF THE UNITED STATES,

is the most direct, convenient, and economical way of 
reaching Philadelphia and this great Exhibition from 
all sections of the country. Its trains to and from 
Philadelphia will pass through a GRAND CENTEN­
NIAL DEPOT, which the Company have erected at 
the Main Entrance to the Exhibition Grounds for the 
accommodation of passengers who wish to stop at, or 
start from the numerous large hotels contiguous to 
this station and the Exhibition,—a convenience of the 
greatest value to visitors, and afforded exclusively by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, which is THE ONLY 
LINE RUNNING DIRECT TO THE CENTENNIAL 
BUILDINGS. Excursion trains will also stop) at the 
Encampment of the Patrons of Husbandry, at Elm 
Station on the road.

The Pennsylvania Railboad is the grandest
BAILWAY ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD. It CON­
TROLS SEVEN THOUSAND MILES OE ROADWAY, FORM­
ING CONTINUOUS LINES TO PHILADELPHIA, NEW-
York, Baltimore and Washington, over which
LUXURIOUS DAY AND NIGHT CARS ARE RUN FROM
Chicago, St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, 
Indianapolis, Columbus, Toledo, Cleveland, 
and Erie, without change.

Its main line is laid with double and third tracks of 
heavy steel rails upon a deep bed of broken stone 
ballast, and its bridges are all of iron or stone. Its 
passenger-trains are equipped with every known 
improvement for comfort and safety, and are run at 
faster speed for greater distances than the trains of 
any line on the continent. The Company has largely 
increased its equipment for Centennial travel, and will 
be prepiared to build in its own shops locomotives and 
passenger-cars at short notice sufficient to fully ac­
commodate any extra demand. The unequaled re­
sources at the command of the Company guarantee 
the most perfect accommodations for all its patrons 
during the Centennial Exhibition.

THE MAGNIFICENT SCENERY for which the 
Pennsylvania Railroad is so justly celebrated presents 
to the traveler over its perfect roadway an ever- 
changing panorama of river, mountain, and land­
scape views unequaled in America.

THE EATING-STATIONS on this line are un­
surpassed. Meals will be furnished at suitable hours 
and ample time allowed for enjoying them.

EXCURSION TICKETS, at reduced rates, will be 
sold at all principal Railroad Ticket Offices in the 
West, North-west, and South-west.

BE SURE THAT YOUR TICKETS READ Via 
the Great Pennsylvania Route to the Cen­
tennial.

FRANK THOMSON, D. M. BOYD. Jr„
General Manager. Gen’l Pass’r Agent.

BO GYLE & EYLES,
GROCERS’ SUNDRIES

AND

Hermetically Sealed Goods,
GrlRYXIlNrTJIL^XTIEID

87 & 89 PAKK PLAGE, New-York.

Important to JPer§ons Visiting 
Mew York or tke Centennial.
The Grand Union Hotel, New-York, opposite the 

Grand Central Depot, has over 350 elegantly furnished 
rooms. Elevator, steam, and all improvements. 
Europaean plan. Carriage hire is saved, as baggage is 
taken to and from the depot free. The restaurants 
supplied with the best. Guests can live better for 
less money at the Grand Union than at any other 
first-class hotel. Stages and cars pass the Hotel

IWMessrs. Trubner & Company, Booksellers, 
57 and 59 Ludgate Hill, London, have the “History of 
American Socialisms,” the “ Trapper's Guide,” and 
the “Hand-Book of the O. C.,n for sale. They will, 
receive subscriptions for the American Socialist and 
other paooications of the Oneida Community.

Address, American Socialist,
Oneida, N. Y.

constantly to all parts of the city, and to Philadelphia 

Depot.

PAINTING.
The Ingersoll Ready Mixed Paints
are manufactured by the Patron’s Paint Company, 
and sold, freight paid, at full trade discounts. It is 
an absolutely pure article, and gives great satisfac­
tion all over the country. It is to the interest of 
all about painting to write and have sent free their 
book, “Every one his own Painter.” It will save 
much money whether you buy their paint or not. 
The address is 259, Front Street, New York.

•—Farmer's Friend.

The Wallingford Turkish Bath
Cures Fever and Ague, Rheumatism, 

Dumb Ague, etc.
Send Stamp for Bulletin to

THE WALLINGFOBD PRINTING CO.
Wallingford, Conn, |

A NEW AND UNIQUE BOOK.

WALKING as a HNE AET,
FOOT NOTES; OR WALKING AS

a Fine Art. By Alfred Barron. Large
16mo, 330 pages. Cloth, $1.50.

PRESS NOTICES.
“ One of the most charming and fascinating 

volumes published in the country since the 
death of Thoreau.”—Boston Transcript. A 
bit of rural gossip worthy the pen of Ik. 
Marvel.”—N. Y. Evening Post. “A racy and 
suggestive book, capital reading for a winter 
evening by the hearth-fire.”—Boston Adver- 
tizer. “Bright and sparkling, without any 
somber lining.”—Suffolk Go. Journal. “A 
uniquely interesting volume.”—Boston Times.

Sent post-paid on receipt of price.
Published by the

WALLINGFOBD FEINTING CO.
Wallingford, Conn.

For sale by A Williams & Go., 283 Wash­
ington Street, Boston; Charles T. Dilling­
ham, 678 Broadway, New-York, and by book­
sellers generally.

FIRST-CLASS
NEW YOEK BESTATOANT,

Situated almost opposite the new Post Office 
in New York city is a first-class Bestatjrant, 
where every article to be found in the market, 
and of the finest quality, is served up. We 
use the fruits and vegetables prepared by the 
Oneida Gommunity. Prices very reasonable.

MSH k CROOK, Proprietors.
39 and 40 Park Row, New-York.

THE

TURKISH BATH
ADVOCATE

VST Needs to be seen to be appreciated.
ONLY FIFTY CENTS PEE YEAR.

The Advocate is a handsome and interesting 
8-page monthly. Send two 3-cent stamps, when a copy 
will be mailed to you, or on receipt of 50 cents The 
Advocate will be sent one year free of postage. Make 
a note of it.

The Advocate was established in Sept., 1875; has 
30 able contributors; a circulation of over 15,000 (fif­
teen thousand) copies, is a novelty in the way of news­
paper publications, as it is issued simultaneously from 
100 different cities, and has a general circulation all 
over the country, more especially in the North, East, 
Middle States, the New and the Far West, as well as 
the Canadas. Advertisers should make a note of this.

U^'Energetic business men who desire to secure the 
patronage of ONE THOUSAND persons whose ad­
dresses they may have, and enterprising Newsdealers 
desirious of obtaining for sale each month ONE HUN­
DRED COPIES FREE, will address,

W. O. HUCKETT, Publisher,
No. 6 Missouri Avenue, KANSAS CITY, MO.

HYGIENIC HOTEL,
13 & 15 Laight-st., New-York city.

This well-known house is convenient of access from 
all parts of the city, six lines of horse- 

cars passing near the door.
The table is supplied with the best kinds of food, 

healthfully prepared, special attention be­
ing paid to breads, fruits, farina­

ceous foods, vegetables, etc.
This house is noted for its pleasant parlors, and the 

cheerful, home-like feeling that prevails. 
Connected with the Hotel are Turkish Baths, the Sived- 

ish Movement Cure, Electric Baths, etc. 
Circulars free.

WOOD & HOLBROOK, Proprietors.

MACHINE TWIST
AND

SEWING- SILKS.
The Oneida Community has conscientiously 

endeavored, during the last ten years, to 
make an article of Machine Twist that 
should be excelled by none in the market; 
their efforts have been crowned with success, 
so that their Machine Twist and Sewing Silk 
now stands unrivaled in the United States and 
probably in the World.

They make also a full assortment of 100 and 
50 Yards Silk, in all colors, intended for the 
Family trade.

Descriptive Price List sent on application.
Address, Oneida Community,

Oneida, N. Y.

Ye Wallingford Printing Companie,
Ye Centennial

JOB PRINTERS.
Ye aforefaid printeth for ye Manufacturer ye 

Uluftrated Catalogue and Bindeth ye fame, alfo 
maketh ye Electrotypes, and doeth a goodlie 
bufiness in making

BLANKE BOOKS, AND JOB BINDING,
In ye Towne of Wallingford, 

which is in ye Province of Connecticutt.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY.
Peace between Capital and Labor, Science and 

Religion, the Old and the New.
The special object of this periodical will be to aid in 

the discovery and development of true Social Science. 
It will be used largely, at present, as a means of com­
munication between those persons who show a disposi­
tion to interest themselves in the project of organizing 
societies that shall embrace the most desirable features 
of the existing Integral Associations and Combined 
Homes. We shall ever “ Seek first the Kingdom of 
Heaven; ” believing that permanent integral associa­
tion is only possible upon a genuine religious basis.

The paper will be the organ of a society now prepar­
ing for one or more practical experiments in associa­
tion.

TERMS.—One year, 50 cents ; six months, 25 cents. 
Single copies, 5 cents.

SAMUEL LEAVITT, Publisher & Editor.
178 Greenwich St., New-York.

MILLER’S BATH HOTEL. Only $2.50
per day. 39 & 41 West ‘ICth-st., New-York.

HERALD OF HEALTH.
Devoted to the Culture of the Body and Mind 

$1.00 a year. Samples 3 cents.

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY:
A Scientific and Popular Exposition of the 

Fundamental Problems in Sociology.
By R. T. Trall, M. D. 25,000 Copies Sold. 

This work has rapidly passed through Twenty 
editions, and the demand is constantly increasing. 
No such complete and valuable work has ever before- 
been issued from the press. Price by mail, $2.00.

THE RELATIONS OF THE SEXES.
By MRS. E. B. DUFFEY, author of “ What Women 

Should Know,” “ No Sex in Education, etc.
Price by Mail, $2.00.

“EATING FOR STRENGTH.”
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M. D.

“ The part devoted to innocuous and wholesome- 
oeverages deserves warm commendation. Just such 
information as it contains, widely disseminated, will 
he a real aid to the temperance cause ; better than a 
thousand overdrawn pictures such as we have ad nau­
seam.”—Medical and Surgical Reporter, Philadelphia.

“ It would, we believe, be nearly a cure for dys­
pepsia,”—D/'Mg'ptsfcs-’ Circular, N. Y. Price $1.00.

THE BETTER WAY:
An Appeal to Men in Behalf of Human Culture 

through a Wiser parentage. By A. E. NEWTON.
Price 25 cents in Paper: 50 cents in Cloth.

PARTURITION WITHOUT PAIN.
A Code of Directions for Avoiding most of the Pains 

and Dangers of Child-hearing.
Edited by M. L. HOLBROOK, M. I)., Editor of 

The Herald of Health. Price by Mail $1.00. 8tli Ed.
The revised edition contains a practical Essay on 

the “ Care of Children,” by Mrs. Clemenee S. Hosier, 
M. D., Dean of the N. Y. Med. College for Women.

“ A work whose excellence surpasses our power to- 
commend.”—JVew York Mail..

Sent by mail on receipt of price. Agents wanted.
WOOD & HOLBROOK,

13 and 15 Laight St., N. Y.

J. H. Jolmston,

WATCHMAKER & JEWELER,
150 Bowery, cor. of Broome-St., 

New-York.
Fine Gold and Silver Stem and Key-winding 

Watehea for Ladies and Gentlemen. Special 
inducements offered to Clubs and Communi­
ties. Solid Silver and Fine Silver-plated Ware 
for family use.

We have no price-list, out particular atten­
tion is given to special orders from a distance.

WRIGHT’S PRINCMA,
(Third Edition.)

BOOK I. Introduction to the study. Philosophy 
of society, &c. Regular Cloth, 1.25 ; Flexible, 75 cts. 

BOOK II. Precinct ; state, county, township, city,.
&c. Flexible Muslin, 75 cts.

BOOK III. Nation ; International affairs, Relations 
to mankind, &c. Flexible Muslin, 75 cts.

BOOK IV. Corporation ; societies, cliques, parties, 
&c., and new voluntary societies for the civil gov­
ernment of their own members. Flexible 75 cts. 

BOOK V. Limited Communism; viz., of labors and 
incomes, but not of capital nor sex. Regular cloth, 
85 cts.; Flexible, 60 cts.

PRINCIPIA OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, being the 
first four books in one vol. Turkey Morocco, Gilt 
Edge, &c., $6.00 ; Regular Cloth, 2.75.

PRINCIPIA OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, being all five of 
the books in one vol. Turkey Morocco, Gilt Edge, 
$6.50 ; Regular Cloth, 3.00.
A full analysis, 130 notices, terms &c., sent free. 

Liberal terms with booksellers, canvassers, editors, 
and with educators, &c. Discount 20 per cent, to min­
isters. Address,

R. J. WRIGHT,
Tacony, Sub. P. O.,

Philadelphia.

Improved Lathe Chucks,
Universal and Independent,

All sizes, from six to thirty inches diameter. 
Superior material and workmanship, and pro­
nounced by mechanics who have used them,, 
to be the best Chuck in the market.

Manufactured by
Oneida Community, Oneida, N. Y.


